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Abstract 

The Nigerian polity has witnessed socio-economic crises in recent 

times. Of all these challenges, the most crippling is the inability of 

the nation to feed a teeming population of about 200 million persons. 

There is no doubt that the nation has been warped in the throes of 

economic recession with adverse consequences. This interrogation 

views food security as a ‘condition where all people, at all times have 

physical and economic access to sufficient, safe and nutritious food 

to meet their dietary needs and preferences for an active and healthy 

life’. It is against this backdrop that erstwhile Government 

interventions such as Operation Feed the Nation, Green Revolution 

programme, the Directorate of Food, Road, and Rural 

Infrastructure, the National Economic and Empowerment 

Development Strategy, inter-alia will be subjected to the crucibles 

of scrutiny. The major thrust of this paper is how to turn the food 

security question in Nigeria from a philosophical “food for thought” 

to a pragmatic state of finding “food on the dining table” in the light 

of Sustainable Development Goals. 
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Introduction 

The food security status in Nigeria has reached an alarming proportion as 

a "damning" report of the Brookings Institution reveals that Nigeria has 

overtaken India as the World's Poverty Capital... Prior to this time, India 

with a population of I.324 billion persons used to hold the position as 

against Nigeria's estimated population of 200 million persons. Adekunle 

(2018). Issues bordering on food security are often classified under basic 

human needs. From the economic point of view man’s essential needs are 

food, shelter and clothing. Where these vital elements are lacking or are in 

short supply there could be crisis. There is every indication that the 

Nigerian nation state is traumatised as a consequence of the current 

economic meltdown and recession. Where food is grossly inadequate to the 

extent substitutes are needed, the policy designers have embarked on 

massive importation. To buttress this claim,  Agbota (2017) reveals that the 

nation’s agricultural imports at the end of the second quarter of 2017 had 

risen to two hundred and thirty two billion, one hundred million (#232.1 

billion) from two hundred billion naira in the first quarter of same year. 

This is against the backdrop that in the second quarter of 2016, the total 

amount spent on importation was one hundred and forty four billion and 

one hundred million naira (#144.1 billion) only. According to the Federal 

Office of Statistics, the #232.1 billion importation represents a 16.05% 

increase over the first quarter of 2017 and a 61.02% increase over the second 

quarter of 2016. A breakdown of the major agricultural imports shows that 

within the said periods Durum wheat seeds worth #40.7 billion were 

imported from the United States of America, while #18.2 billion came from 

Canada with #17.5 billion from Russia in addition to #8.1 billion from 

Australia. Within the same period, the nation received an importation of 

blue whiting frozen meat to the tone of #5.5 billion from Netherlands, #2.9 

billion from Faroe Islands and #2.1 from Russia. A staple crop such as maize 

seed valued at #3.8 billion was imported from Ukraine, #2.4 billion from the 

United States of America and #1.1 billion from Argentina in the same 

quarter of 2017. Palm oil valued at #5.2 billion was imported from 
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Indonesia,   #1.3 billion from Malaysia and #282 million from Ivory Coast 

as well as #112.1 million from Ghana. It is common knowledge that in the 

early 1960s, Malaysia borrowed palm oil seedlings from Nigeria and today, 

the latter (i.e. Nigeria) imports same palm oil from Malaysia. Kieh 

(2008:132) notes that there is a chaotic condition of basic human needs 

(BNA) in Africa in general and this is applicable to Nigeria.  Mpena Ojo & 

Adebayo (2012:199) while citing Idachaba observes that “Nigeria blessed, 

as it is, with abundant agro-ecological resources and diversity, has become 

one of the largest food importers in sub-Saharan Africa with the critical 

implication that any system (or Nation) where food demand is not 

sufficiently marched by supply is no doubt one with looming food crisis”. 

The observation of Goshit (2003) that Nigeria’s failure to produce enough 

food has led to importation at exorbitant prices with food shortage leading 

to the malnourishment of 40% of the children is still relevant today. The 

question is “what has been the state of food security in Nigeria in 

contemporary times and the recent past”?  We now turn our attention to 

the clarification of key concepts. 

 

Explication of Key concepts  

Sustainable Development Goals: These are the seventeen goals that 

emanated from the concept of Sustainable Development which is a new 

approach that guarantees the future of unborn generations in the 

development process.  

Interrogation: This is a process of investigation through questioning. It is a 

discourse aimed at proffering solutions to a defined problem. In this 

context, the interest is on how the food security question can translate from 

a philosophical maxim of a “food for thought” to adequate food on the 

dining table of Nigerians. 

Food security: The International Food Organization defines food security 

as “a situation in which all people at all times have physical and economic 

access to sufficient, safe and nutritious food to meet their dietary needs and 

food preferences or an active healthy life. “Ojo and Adebayo (2012) observe 
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that food security is not synonymous with its preponderance.  Similarly, 

the Food and Agricultural Organisation define food security as “the access 

to all people to the food needed for a healthy life at all times because food 

can be available in a country “because of effective agricultural policy, good 

harvest in a particular year or massive importation of food aid. It becomes 

more logical to argue that a country only guarantees food security when 

food is not only available in the quantity needed by the population 

consistent with decent living, but also when the consumption of the food 

should not pose health hazard to the citizens. Ozohu-Suleiman and Baba 

(2009) conceive of food security as an economic condition where “a 

household needs sufficient and regular income to purchase its food at 

prevailing prices, and have access to agricultural resources like land, 

machinery and credit to produce its own food with implication for safety 

from basic physiological challenges. There is the need to interrogate the 

food security status of Nigeria from a historical prospective.  

 The status of Food Security in pre-colonial times prior to the various 

stages of unification which culminated in the amalgamation of Nigeria in 

1914; the diverse indigenous settlers had existed as ethnic nationalities with 

distinct cultures, economic and political orientation. They came into 

existence at different times through waves of migration. The issue of food 

security calls to question the dynamics of pre-colonial African political 

economy.  The natural environment of most indigenous communities was 

endowed with arable land and rivers that provided them with ample 

opportunities for reliable economic activities such as farming, fishing, 

hunting, trade, local manufacture inter-alia, without subscribing to the 

principle of environmental determinism. It is obvious that the various 

occupation of the people drew inspiration from robust endowments of their 

natural milieu. 

 The study of Nigerian pre-colonial mode of production is fraught 

with obvious bottlenecks such as paucity of materials and relevant 

documents, with reference to agriculture, there is ample evidence that the 

indigenous settlers passed through the Stone Age before the introduction 
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of iron. Ajayi and Alagoa (1980:226) observe that the domestication of crops 

in Nigeria did not necessarily follow the diffusion from outside. Many 

crops grew wild in the Nigerian environment and were exploited by Late 

Stone Age people in fertile river valleys of the Sudan area and the edge of 

the forest to the South. Some of these developments coincided with the 

Neolithic which is a Greek word for new Stone Age. In other words, the 

Neolithic has been identified as a substitute for “Stone age subsistence 

strategies involving either cultivation of plants or raising domesticated 

animals while Palaeolithic in contrast, refers to stone age hunting and 

gathering subsistence strategies that involve no food production”. Falola 

(1992:10). 

Note that the stage for domestication of crops took place in different parts 

of the Sahara about 5000BC. Lawal (1997:179) observes that food production 

did thrive in areas of fertile soil for example Lake Chad Basin, Central 

Nigeria and Nok culture territory where tubers, vegetables and cereals 

were cultivated in the Late Stone Age or the Neolithic.  

 Odey (2011:64) highlights the potentials of pre-colonial economy of 

the Lower Benue as a viable food production “company” capacity and 

strategies with the formation of farm calendar. This innovation quickened 

the process of high productivity with the multiplier effect of increased yam 

harvest and abundant yield in bennie seed, cassava, groundnut, rice, millet, 

guinea corn, soya beans, etc. He further noted that the last two months of 

each year and the first two of the following year were months of surplus 

and sumptuous yield from bumper harvest. There were times of periodic 

hunger due to lack of perennial storage facilities. In the same vein, Orji 

(2012:16) admits that the indigenous people of Ogbah land in Northern 

Niger Delta operated a diversified pre-colonial economy that was sustained 

by viable food production methods fishing, trade, hunting and local 

manufacture. The people cultivated farm crops like yam, pepper, bush 

mango, coco-yam, cassava, kolanut and much later maize which diffused 

into the area with Portuguese contact. Among the Ogba, it was abnormal to 

find an idle settler and as such working in another person’s farmland for 
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pecuniary rewards (hired labour) was detestable. What was in Vogue was 

labour pool where in most instances women from a particular lineage 

numbering about ten could organise themselves under a co-operative 

umbrella and farm for each other on a rotational basis. This means that all 

of them could agree on a designated day to go and work for A then the next 

time for B and the cycle is completed. It was expected that the hostess will 

feed them. The essence of this strategy was the Fillip and morale boost it 

gave to beneficiary there by leading to increase farm yield. For most ethnic 

groups in the North for example the Hausa, Fulani occupied the Sahara 

terrain and cultivated crops like Sorghum, millet, rice through the process 

of intergroup relations via to defined exchange and distribution processes 

trade flourished and this lead to complimentary rules where one 

community had to remedy its deficiency by securing supplies from another 

ethnic Nationality. Ogunremi (1992:21) insists that within the Msenan 

economic milieu, there existed a functional transportation network that 

facilitated the process of production, distribution, exchange and 

consumption of goods and services. Different forms of transportation such 

as head portage, poch animals, river transport, etc to a general extent 

boosted food security. 

 An overview of the pre-colonial society of Nigeria reveals that 

economic activities were geared towards self reliance. The indigenous 

dwellers harnessed the potentials of their natural geographical endowment 

to sustain themselves with the advent of colonialism and the super 

imposition of alien economic models, the indigenous economies of the 

nation buckled and witnessed palpable disarticulation with adverse 

implications for food production and security.  

 

The Advent of Colonialism and Challenges of Adequate Food Production 

The whistle for colonial occupation was blown at the Berlin Conference of 

1884/1885 but the race for “effective occupation” started after the 1890 

conference in Brussels which advocated for effective occupation.  
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Lenin’s work ‘’IMPERIALISM: The highest stage of capitalism signals the 

root cause of the brigandry. The Western powers avidly fought for Colonia 

as market for their finished products and   sources for raw materials. This 

dual trend emanated from the exigencies of the Industrial Revolution 

Imperialism, the Highest Stage of Capitalism which started in Britain in the 

1760s. Europe came to realise that it was more rewarding to shun slavery 

across the Atlantic Ocean and allow the Africans to stay back in their 

columns and produce cash crops. This line of reasoning informed the 

documentation of Thomas Buxton’s “African Slave Trade and its Remedy” 

published in 1849. 

 In fact, Lord Lugard(cited in Oyedele 2010) avowedly stresses 

Let it be admitted at the outset that the European brains, capital and energy have 

not been and never will be expended in developing the resources of Africa from 

motives of pure philanthropy, that Europe is in Africa for the mutual benefit of her 

own industrial classes and of the nature in their own progress to a higher plane, 

that the benefit can be reciprocal and that it is the aim and desire of civilised 

administration to fulfil the dual mandate. 

  The above quote is the spirit behind Lord Lugard’s Dual Mandate in 

the British Tropical Africa. Various excuses have been proffered for the 

basis of what Ake (1981:28) describes as ‘’colonising imperialism”; amongst 

these are the (I) the dire need for the balance of power in Europe. The era 

of this new imperialism coincided with the rise of Germany and Italy as 

world powers during the second half of the 19th century. It was a desire 

stimulated by the need to regulate the power pendulum that drove Britain, 

France and Germany to acquire more colonies. France which had lost- the 

economically viable territory of Alasace-Loraine had to seek solace in the 

acquisition of colonies in Africa and in the Far East. Some scholars have also 

advanced the global strategy theory, the humanitarian factor and mission 

civilstrice, that is the evangelical view point. Of all these rationalizations, 

the economic undertone is more forceful. Rodney (1972) in no uncertain 

terms submits that Europe’s colonial expansion was responsible for the 

underdevelopment of Africa. 
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         On the state of food security in Nigeria undercColonialism, Lawal 

(1997:190) notes that “before 1900 and 1945 the development of agricultural 

export products stimulated the growth of the cash crop economy, even 

though the development of food stuff production was deliberately 

neglected”. 

At the same time, the colonial administration painstakingly designed 

structures to eliminate bottlenecks that inhibited the production of cash 

crops such as rubber, timber, cocoa, oil palm, benniseed, cotton and 

groundnuts. It was for this singular reason that some research institutions 

were established between 1912 and 1942 for example the maize plantation 

at Ibadan, agricultural stations at Samaru, Zaria Veterinary Schools at Kano 

and Vom as well as experimental stations at Zaria, Umuahia and Benin. A 

corollary to this was the development of a transportation network to ensure 

the easy evacuation of cash crops through the rail ways and road networks. 

The monetization of the indigenous economy and the creation of Marketing 

Boards were all geared towards the clinical exploitation of the subject 

people. The colonial economy necessitated peasantization that is the rise of 

peasant farmers. Both Anikpo and Ahnazu (2007) in their separate 

discourses emphasise the intrinsic character of the peasant. Peasants are 

basically rural farmers who produce cash crops in response to external 

demands and this could apply to the Niger Delta fisher men of the Riverine 

ecology, the economic action behind the groundnut pyramids in the North 

and the key player in the cocoa production of the West as well as the palm 

oil production in the east. The colonial administration left much to be 

desired with reference to the food security question in Nigeria in view of 

the following reasons namely: Demonetization of the economy, the creation 

of wage labour and peasantization shifted the concentration of the rural 

populace from their basic means of production land with and verse 

consequences. This was the nature of the economy, the Nigerian state 

inherited political independence in 1960. 
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 The Constraints of Food Security Programmes in Post Colonial Nigeria 

 Nigeria gained political independence in 1960 and between 1967 and 

1970, a civil war erupted which left scars of economic misfortunes in the 

country. As early as 1962, the Nigerian nation had adopted a strategy of 

national development plans as a means of socioeconomic progress. The first 

of these plans spanned 1962-1968, the second national development plan 

covered 1970-1974, and the third lasted from 1974-1980. The fourth national 

development plan of 1981-1985 was either adjusted and replaced by the 

General Babangida administration with a twenty year rolling plan from 

1989-2008. But was superseded by General Abacha’s vision 2010 that was 

aborted. The General (Later Chief) Olusegun Obasanjo regime introduced 

National Poverty Eradication Programme (NAPEP) as well as the National 

Economic Empowerment Development Strategy (NEEDS) while the States 

established The State Economic Empowerment Development Strategy 

(SEEDS). All these programmes were  geared towards empowerment and 

enhancement of the living standards of the people with reference to 

increased food production. 

 It was the administration of the duo, Late Umaru Yar’adua and Dr 

Goodluck Jonathan that drew up a “mantra” tagged the Seven Point 

Agenda to address the following;  

1. Power and energy  

2. Food security 

3. Wealth creation and employment  

4. Mass transportation 

5. Land reform 

6. Security  

7. Qualitative and functional education. 

     On food security, it was clearly stated that this reform was primarily a 

granian based. The emphasis on the development of modern technology 

research, financial injection into research production and development of 

agricultural input would revolutionize the agricultural sector leading to a 

five or ten-fold increase in yield and production. This would lead to 
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massive domestic and commercial outputs, technological knowledge and 

transfer to farmers. 

     It is disheartening to note that there is neither the Yar’Árdua and Good 

luck Jonathan administration meets that of President Muhammadu Buhari 

had achieved the food security vision. This is borne out by the fact that 

instead of having an agricultural revolution, the nation is inputting busy 

food to the tone of two hundred and thirty-two billion, one hundred million 

naira (#232.1 billion) in the second quarter of 2017 as contained in the 

National Bureau of Statistics bulletin. 

 There is no doubt that various administrations have mapped out one 

programme or the other to arrest food insecurity in Nigeria. Of course food 

insecurity is synonymous with abject poverty. A recent starting statistics 

from the World Food Programme (2016) reveals ten (10) critical factors: 

i. Nigeria is a food deficit country and is Africa’s largest importer of 

rice. 

ii. One third (1/3) of children under five are stunted. That’s twice the 

rate of Thailand and three times that of Tunisia. 

iii. A child in the remote North Western region of Nigeria where 

starvation rates are around 55% is four times more likely to 

experience malnutrition than a child in the South. 

iv. At the same time, child obesity is increasing and 33% of adults are 

obese and overweight, that’s roughly at par with Singapore. 

v. Nearly half of women of reproductive age (48.5%) are anaemic. This 

ranks Nigeria 172nd out of 185 countries. 

vi. Conflict with Boko Haram in North Eastern Nigeria has left a large 

part of the population without access to enough food, water and 

health services.  

vii. Displacement, lack of access to many locations, high inflation and 

reduced purchasing power of communities are worsening the food 

security structure in North Eastern Nigeria. 

viii. Over 3 million people are in urgent of humanitarian assistance due 

to conflict. 



South-South Journal of Humanities and international Studies                                                                      
 

Interrogating Food Security in Nigeria from a Historical Perspective         11 

ix. In March, 2016, the World Food Program began cash transfers via 

mobile phones to displaced persons and host communities in 

critical areas. This gives them the opportunity to buy the food they 

need. 

x. In partnership with the Government and other agencies such as 

UNICEF, WFP is scaling up its assistance in North Eastern Nigeria 

to reach a total of 431,000 people in desperate need, including 

malnourished children and pregnant and nursing women. 

To further buttress these statistical realities, Opejobi (2016) notes that 

“Nigeria is one of the poorest countries in the world living below poverty 

line (i.e. Earning less than US$1 dollar a day), With a current demographic 

figure of about 150 million, the 80 million living below poverty line 

translates to 64% where 18% of children are wasted. Youth unemployment 

rate is as high as 42% Over 10 million children of school age are out of school 

with general insecurity looming large in the Northeast Nigeria and Lake 

Chad region. 

 

The Role of Development Goals in Achieving Food Security 

It is widely reported that about 5.1 million Nigerians may die of 

hunger and starvation in the North East and this calls for urgent attention. 

It is important to note that Nigeria is one of the fifteen poorest countries in 

the world with life expectancy hovering around 51 years. In the Niger Delta 

region, less than 30% have access to portable water. At this juncture there 

is the need to examine the global standards for Millennium Development 

Goals (MDGs) and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

Radda (2007:23) observes that the MDG were derived from the 

United Nations Millennium Declaration which was adapted by 189 nations 

in the year 2000 and in the words of the under Secretary General for 

Economic and Social Affairs, Jose Antonio Ocampo, " leaders from every 

country agreed on a vision for the future: a world with less poverty, hunger 

and disease, greater survival prospects for mothers and their infants, better 

educated children, equal opportunities for women and a healthier 
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environment, a world in which developed and developing nations worked 

in partnership for the betterment of all. The vision took the shape of the 

eight Millennium Development Goals which are providing countries 

around the world a framework for development and time-bound targets by 

which progress can be measured. Whereas the MDGs were expected to be 

achieved by 2015 without much ado, it is obvious that the Nigerian nation 

state is a thousand miles away from making the MDGs a reality irrespective 

of the poverty attention programmes. 

Sachs (2015:485) notes that the 193 countries of the globe met for 

three years from 2012-2015 to agree on seventeen (17) sustainable 

development goals which they adapted on September 25, 2015 as follows:  

SDG1: End extreme poverty. This first goal aims at finishing the work of the 

Millennium Development Goals to "end poverty in all its forms 

everywhere". The essence of SDG1 is to ensure that by 2030, all people are 

living above the line of extreme poverty set by the World Bank.  

SDG2: End hunger and promote sustainable agriculture. This goal is complex: 

to end hunger, improve nutrition and ensure that the farm system is 

resilient to environmental stresses but also less destructive to the 

environment. 

SDG3: Ensure healthy lives for all. By 2030 all countries should have reduced 

under 5 mortality rates to below 25 per 1000 live births and maternal 

mortality to below 70 per 100 000 live births.  Moreover, every country 

should by 2030 ensure universal health coverage (UHC) including 

treatments of many kinds of non communicable diseases. 

SDG4: Ensure quality education and lifelong learning. In many ways, the access 

to quality education will be the make or break of the SDGs, Countries with 

quality education reaching all children will do very well. Those with major 

gaps in education coverage will suffer. SDG4 calls for universal coverage of 

quality education from preschool through at least secondary education, and 

then unto more advanced skills and training. 

SDG5: Achieve gender equality and empower women and girls. This goal aims to 

end all forms of discrimination against women to ensure that women have 
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equal economic and social rights. One target calls for using information and 

communication technologies to promote women's empowerment for 

example through inclusive finance, online education and job creation. 

SDG6: Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation. 

This goal seeks to ensure that every person has access to safe and affordable 

drinking water, as well as sanitation and hygiene. The goal also calls for 

large strides in reducing water pollution and raising the efficiency of water 

use. 

SDG7: Ensure access to affordable, sustainable modern energy. This goal aims to 

end “energy poverty" in which households lack access to electricity and safe 

cooking fuels. The targets include major strides in the provision of 

renewable (low carbon) power and in energy efficiency. 

SDG8: Promote sustainable economic growth and decent work for all. SDG8 might 

be considered the economic development goal.  SDG1 calls for ending 

extreme poverty, SDG8 calls for economic growth to raise incomes per 

person and to enable today's poor countries to narrow the gap with high 

income countries. Targets also emphasize full employment, decent work, 

labour rights and the end of modern slavery and human trafficking. 

SDG9:  Build resilient infrastructure and promote sustainable industrialization. 

SDG9 recognises that many countries in the developing world lack key 

infrastructure, quality road networks and suitable ports and airports. Yet in 

the 21st century, having infrastructure will not be enough. It must also be 

sustainable, meaning resilient to environmental stresses and also “green" in 

that it imposes little pressure on the natural environment. Future 

infrastructure for example should support the transition to a decarbonised 

energy system by around 2070. Other targets under this goal call for 

improved innovation system (to speed the development and diffusion of 

new technologies) and sustainable industrialization, especially in low 

income regions such as sub Saharan Africa where industrialization is still 

very low and incomplete. 

SDG10:  Reduce inequalities within and among countries. SDG10 is a conceptual 

breakthrough for the world community. a globally shared recognition gap 
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that large income gaps between the rich and the poor are highly deleterious 

for social stability, social trusts and protection of individual rights of the 

poor. Other targets under the goal emphasised the enhanced voice of poor 

countries in global institutions and the facilitation of "orderly, safe, regular, 

and responsible migration ", something that alas is still far from being 

achieved. 

SDG11: Make cities and human settlements sustainable. This goal represents the 

recognition of central governments that cities should pursue a sustainable 

development in their own right. Partnership among cities are now being 

formed to promote decolonization and sustainable development. Targets 

call also for the protection of the world’s cultural heritage and steps to 

reduce the deaths and displacement from natural disasters.  

SDG12: Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns. The main idea 

of SDG12 is to promote the “circular economy”, in which today’s wastes 

become tomorrow’s inputs and recycled products. Targets include the 

sound management of industrial chemicals, including the significant 

reduction of their release into the environment and reducing the massive 

amount of food waste in today’s production and supply chains. 

SDG13: Take urgent action to combat climate change. It emphasises both 

mitigation ( reducing green house gas emissions) and adaptation 

(increasing climate resilience) It calls on high income countries to honour 

their pledge of the last $100 billion per year in financing by 2020 to help 

developing countries to confront climate change. 

SDG14: Conserve oceans and marine resources. This goal recognises the 

profound threats to the world marine environments from several human 

activities.  These include overfishing, ocean acidification caused by massive 

fossil fuel use, degradation of marine and coastal ecosystem and pollution.  

SDG15: Protect and restore terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage 

forest and halt biodiversity loss. This crucial goal recognises all of the 

threats to terrestrial ecosystems around the world. There are no fewer than 

twelve targets. They span the conservation of terrestrial ecosystem, the 

sustainable management of forests, the combating of desertification, the 
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protection of biodiversity and habitats; the prevention of invasive species 

and the mobilization of new financial resource to protect biodiversity. 

SDG16: Promote peaceful and inclusive societies. This goal calls for the 

reduction of violence, the defence of the rule of law, the end of human 

trafficking, the promotion of inclusive and transparent institutions of 

governance, and the protection of fundamental freedoms. 

SDG17: Strengthen the means of implementation of SDGs. This goal details key  

global steps needed to promote the SDGs including finance, technology 

development and transfer, capacity building, a rule based trading system, 

multi stakeholder partnerships, and data and monitoring for the SDGs. 

Jack further notes that " taken as a whole package, the SDGs are meant to 

orient the world in clear, specific, measurable, concise and understandable 

ways to help the world to make the shift from the business as usual and 

increasingly dangerous course to a new trajectory of sustainable 

development. It is now up to the world’s government in partnerships with 

business and civil society, to implement the seventeen SDGs adopted by the 

UN General Assembly in September 2015. The specified dates for 

completing the SDGs is end-2030. 

When it is realised that the concept of sustainable developments is geared 

towards safeguard in the future of “unborn” generations, the mandate 

becomes a matter of urgency and implicit commitments. In the light of 

SDGs, it is crystal clear that Nigeria is lacking behind in view of the nation’s 

vacillations at food security measures and tackling chronic human needs in 

spite of per functionary efforts in the past. 

 

The way forward  

It is no gain saying that various administrations have experimented with 

the ideas of preferring food security for the teaming population. Amongst 

these laudable programmes aimed at poverty alleviation, hunger reduction 

and food for all are the Operation Feed the Nation of Olusegun Obasanjo in 

1978, The Green Revolution Program the Better Life for Rural Women of 

the Ibrahim Babangida administration and the creation of the Directorate 
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of Food, Road and Rural Infrastructure ( DFFRI) of 1986, the NEEDS and 

the SEEDS of the Chief Obasanjos administration under democratic rule; 

the seventh point agenda of Yar'adua and Goodluck Jonathan’s 

administration, the job creation strategies of the current Buhari 

administration. One self evident fact is that these programs, as lofty as they 

have been, were bedevilled by the obnoxious “Nigerian factor” which is a 

euphemism for abysmal compton. Shakespare once said “the problem is not 

in our stars but in our selves". As a way forward out of the food security 

dilemma, it is the hereby suggested that a crack team of dedicated scholars 

assembled to re-evualate these alleviation programmes, highlight their 

problems and prospects and recommends the most viable.  

Secondly, all policy designers must ensure that men and women of proven 

integrity will be nominated to serve as members of implementation 

Committee. 

Thirdly, corruption must be seen to be frantically fought and won. Those 

who are prone to dereliction of duty should be approximately dealt with. 

In fact a state of emergency should be declared on food insecurity in 

Nigeria.  

Fourthly, the Government and allied agencies should ensure there is an 

enacting environment that would produce security for farmers and in fact 

all citizens. The conflicts coming from Boko Haram insurgency in the North 

East, the skirmishes and conflict between the herds men and their host 

communities, militancy and kidnapping in the Niger Delta should be 

halted. The economy should be diversified with greater emphasis on 

agricultural production. 

 

Summary and Conclusion 

This paper calls for a state of emergency on the food security status 

of the Nigeria Nation-state. This is against the backdrop of the fact in the 

last quarter of 2017, not less than #232 billion was spent on importation of 

food. It is worrisome that Malaysia that came to Nigeria in the 1960s to 

borrow palm seedlings is now exporting palm oil to our country, Nigeria. 
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The paper reveals the dynamics of the pre-colonial economy of 

Nigeria that was diversified and endowed with a robust variegated spread 

of vegetation that made possible the production of various food crops. 

Within the indigenous economy there were different veritable means of 

livelihood ranging from farming, fishing, hunting and local manufacture. 

It was difficult to find idle hands in the indigenous milieu because 

naturally everyone was a labourer. Hired labour was scarce even though 

there were times of crop failure and inter_ or intra_ communal clashes that 

necessitated economic disarticulation, hunger and other vicissitudes of life. 

 The advent of colonialism meant the integration of indigenous economies 

into the world capitalist system with adverse consequences. The colonies 

existed majorly as sources of raw materials and markets for finished 

products. Hence the incidence of damnable exploitation. The monetization 

of the economy as the creation of wage labour coupled with pleasantisation 

plucked the indigenous people from their economic threshold, thus setting 

the stage for a wobbling economy at independence. It was self evident that 

the concentration of the colonial economy on cash crop production left food 

crop production in the lurch. The state of food security in post-colonial era 

is very pathetic as the " Nigeria factor" has crippled and is still crippling 

what may appear as Laudable objectives of Government. The elevation of 

corruption to an institution has militated against meaningful projects in 

food security strategies. It is expected that if the recommendations in this 

paper are implemented, food security will translate from a “food for 

thought” to abundant food on our dining tables. 
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