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Abstract 
The objective of this paper is to examine the issue of the credibility of the 

2019 election looking at the way the election was sequenced. Relying on 

purely secondary data, the paper overviewed the 2019 election, looked at 

the legal framework of election sequence before finally looking the crux of 

the matter. From the work, it became clear that the 2019 election being the 

sixth since the return of democracy in 1999 had some improvements from 

the past elections especially that of voter registration. However, a general 

assessment of the election indicates that the election fell short of 

expectations. The election was not a radical departure from the past as 

issues that greeted previous election in Nigeria still reared their ugly head. 

Issues such  as vote buying and selling, low voter turn (aparthy), 

insecurity,  among others were issues Nigerians have to grapple with 

during the elections. More importantly, the paper discovered that the way 

the 2019 election was sequenced impacted seriously on the credibility of 

the election most especially the drama between the legislature and the 

executive on the attempted reordering of the election. The paper 

recommends that electoral offences should be taken seriously and 
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committers of such offences should not be spared so as to serve as 

deterrent; the rejected bill for the amendment of the electoral Act should 

be revisited because contained in it are not only issue of election 

reordering but germane issues that will strengthen our electoral and 

democratic system and improve on its credibility among others. 

 

Keywords: Election, Democracy and Election Sequencing 

 

1. Introduction 

Elections make a fundamental contribution to democratic governance in 

that it enables voters to select leaders and to hold them accountable for their 

performance in office. Accountability can be undermined when elected 

leaders do not care about either they are elected or not. Nevertheless, the 

possibility of controlling leaders by requiring them to submit to regular and 

periodic elections helps to solve the problem of succession in leadership 

and thus contributes to the continuation of democracy. This also guarantees 

accountability of political leaders; the outcome of every election is a 

judgment of a regime. 

 

Furthermore, where the electoral process is competitive and forces 

candidates or parties to expose their records and future intentions to 

popular scrutiny, elections serve as forums for the discussion of public 

issues and facilitate the expression of public opinion. Elections thus provide 

political education for citizens and ensure the responsiveness of democratic 

governments to the will of the people. They also serve to legitimize the acts 

of those who wield power; a function that is performed to some extent even 

by elections that are noncompetitive. 

 

Elections also reinforce the stability and legitimacy of the 

political community. Like national holidays commemorating common 

experiences, elections link citizens to each other and thereby confirm the 

viability of the polity. As a result, elections help to facilitate social and 

political integration. 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/democracy
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/facilitate
https://www.britannica.com/topic/public-opinion
https://www.britannica.com/topic/legitimacy
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/community
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/commemorating
https://www.britannica.com/topic/polity
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/integration
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In a related development, elections serve a self-actualizing purpose by 

confirming the worth and dignity of individual citizens as human beings. 

Whatever other needs voters may have, participation in an election serves 

to reinforce their self-esteem and self-respect. Voting gives people an 

opportunity to have their say and, through expressing partisanship, to 

satisfy their need to feel a sense of belonging. Even nonvoting satisfies the 

need of some people to express their alienation from the political 

community. For precisely these reasons, the long battle for the right to 

vote and the demand for equality in electoral participation can be viewed 

as the manifestation of a profound human craving for personal fulfillment. 

Whatever the peculiar national, regional, or local variations, elections are 

events that, by arousing emotions and channeling them 

toward collective symbols, break the monotony of daily life and focus 

attention on the common fate. The forgoing argument finds relevance in 

Nigeria as a democratic state where, elections are not new element in the 

political system; rather have a long historical background predating 

independence. 

 

 To be sure, elections were held before the British colonial master handed 

over the reins of power to Nigerian indigenous politicians (specifically 

the1956 elections and others). And after independence, elections became a 

routine event in the political development of the nation. Despite the 

checkered nature of these development occasioned by consequential 

military interventions, the nation has held several elections.  Interestingly, 

the frequency and consistency of elections in Nigeria increased with the 

return of democracy in 1999 - marking the beginning of the Fourth 

Republic. The first general election held was the 1999 elections, followed by 

2003; 2007; 2011, 2015 and of late, the 2019 election. 

 

The Nigerian 2019 election is the sixth since the country’s 1999 transition 

back to civilian democratic rule. To be sure, the election provided the 

people of Nigerian an opportunity to consolidate democratic gains and 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/voting
https://www.britannica.com/topic/suffrage
https://www.britannica.com/topic/suffrage
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/manifestation
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/collective
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build on sound electoral practices. Significant improvements, especially, in 

the administration of the 2011 and 2015 elections boosted expectations of all 

stakeholders in the 2019 electoral process. Moreover, Nigeria’s first 

peaceful transfer of power between political parties following the 2015 

elections underscored for Nigerians that credible elections matter. 

 

The elections have come and gone with so many issues ranging from that 

of security, behavior and conduct of political actor majorly political parties, 

election financing, vote selling and buying, gender issue and the 

sequencing of the elections itself. The sequencing of the 2019 election, most 

especially,  have generated a lot of issues to the extent that they led to 

serious rigmarole between the National Assembly - the legislative arm of 

the government –and the  executive arm – the Presidency, to be precise. This 

dragged close to the eve of the elections. The foregoing therefore becomes 

the problem of the paper. To this end, the objective of the paper is to 

examine the implications of the sequencing of the 2019 election on the 

credibility of election in Nigeria. 

 

2. Conceptual  Clarification 

This aspect seeks to clarify some concepts which are used in this work. 

These are elections, democracy and election sequencing 

 

2.1 The Concept Election 

Elections constitute an essential principle in a democracy.  Election in a 

democracy is very important because through it, the expressions of the 

people’s will are shown via legitimacy and leadership succession. 

According to Dickerson,et al(1990) cited in Abdullahi(2014) election is 

defined as a post mortem that investigates the record of office holders 

whose actual performance may have little to do with promises made when 

they were previously elected. This is a way of censuring, reposing function 

in a ruler that is popularly accepted and ejecting an unpopular leader. This 

method shuns mutiny and chaos in a system hence it reflects peaceful 
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hand-over from one administration to the other so long as the process is 

devoid of election rigging. 

 

Relatedly, Dunmoye, (2010:3-5) Abdullahi (2014)defines election as the 

process of selecting one person or more for an office, public or private from 

a wider field of candidates. Thus, the public jurisdiction elects its highest 

officials, a democratic state elects its political leaders, a corporation’s 

shareholders elect its board of directors and the members of a club elect 

their officials. The International Encyclopedia of Social Sciences volume 15 

conceives election as a method of aggregating preferences of a certain kind. 

This definition among others sees election as a choice making activity.  

 

According to Ujo (2004:1) Abdullahi (2014), election can be described as a 

procedure that allows members of an organization to choose 

representatives who will hold positions of authority within it. The above 

definition emphasizes the ideas of popular choice making and 

representation. Ideally, these constitute the essence of election in 

contemporary democracies. According to Gwinn and Norton (1992), 

election is the formal process of selecting a person for public office or 

accepting a political position by voting. 

 

One thing that is also important in the examination of the concept of 

election is that elections may not in themselves be a sufficient condition for 

political representation, but there is little they are little doubt that they are 

necessary conditions(Heywood, 2002) 

 

2.2 The Concept Democracy 

This essentially refers to the rule of many which is usually done through 

representation. It is a form of government in which the people have the 

freedom to choose who their leaders will be through free and fair election 

which could be direct or indirect. The word "democracy" according to 

Bangura (2013) is used to describe three different political systems. 
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According to him, this system of government has to do with the rule of 

many and also a representation of the true interests of the people. These 

characteristics of democracy differentiate it from other forms of 

government that are dictatorial and which does not take cognizance of the 

wishes and desires of the people in whatever sphere; be it in the choice of 

who represents them in government or in overall decision making. 

Democracy is a system of government that many countries of the world 

seek to acquire and those countries which have already acquired it seek to 

make it more developed for the purpose of reaping the dividends attached 

to such level of democratization. An ideal democracy is therefore 

conterminous with “a political system that might be designed for members 

of an association who were willing to treat one another, for political 

purposes, as political equals” (Dahl,2000:37).  

 

2.3 Election Sequence 

This refers to the order in which elections are held either vis-à-vis the 

development of other election-related factors (e.g., full enfranchisement 

and clean electoral rolls); the occurrence of other elections at the same or 

different levels of government; and the completion of other elements of the 

transition process (e.g., the writing of a new constitution; development of 

a robust civil society; and the demobilization, disarmament, and 

reintegration of former combatants). In Nigeria, election sequence has to 

do with which type (presidential, national assembly, gubernatorial or state 

assembly) of election takes place first and which one follows. It involves 

all the politics and brouhaha that attends the organization of each phase of 

the general elections by the Independent national Electoral Commission 

(INEC). 

 

3. 2019 Elections: An Overview 

The 2019 general election has come and gone, but memories are still fresh 

with us. While the results were seen as broadly credible by some people, 

others are concerned with  the process  which was replete with challenges 
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such  as  logistical failures and delays, misconduct, voting irregularities, 

and violence that  for example resulted in the deaths of at least 58 

people  and approximately 600 people  (Wilmot, 2018) This section of the 

work  therefore reviews the major arrears that concerns the elections. 

 

3.1 The Election and Voter Turnout 

Nigeria has a population of about 190 million, and out of this, 84 million 

people registered to vote (which represents about 44% of the Nigeria 

population). However, it is instructive to note that only 73 million had their 

voter’s cards. Voter turnout in the 2019 election was the lowest recorded 

number in Nigerian history as only 35.6% of people voted compared to 

43.7% of Nigerians who voted in the 2015 General Elections (Wilmot, 2019). 

One cause of the low turnout was said to be the postponement of the 

election from 16th to 23rd February. Voters were required to vote in the 

district they are registered, however, people who had already traveled for 

the first election date could complain of not having the means and even the 

motivation to travel again. Secondly, many people were not interested in 

voting due to mistrust and disappointment with the competency of the 

Nigerian government. These arguments were based on the fact that some 

felt that Buhari’s first term was met with mixed reactions, as many feel he 

did not do enough to revive the country from its economic slump or fulfill 

his promise to wipe out corruption in the government. 

 

The Sahara Reporters of February 26, 2019 paints a better picture of this 

when it posits that a quick look at results collated by the Independent 

National Electoral Commission (INEC) shows that states with high 

numbers recorded in 2015 turned out low numbers. Sahara Reporters 

writes that: 

The just concluded 2019 presidential election has recorded the 

lowest turnout of voters in the history of Nigeria; data made 

available to Sahara Reporters have shown .States such as 

Abia, Enugu and Ebonyi witnessed the lowest turnout, with 

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/02/16/world/africa/nigeria-election-delayed.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/02/26/world/africa/nigeria-election-results.html?rref=collection%2Fbyline%2Fdionne-searcey&action=click&contentCollection=undefined&region=stream&module=stream_unit&version=latest&contentPlacement=1&pgtype=collection
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/02/26/world/africa/nigeria-election-results.html?rref=collection%2Fbyline%2Fdionne-searcey&action=click&contentCollection=undefined&region=stream&module=stream_unit&version=latest&contentPlacement=1&pgtype=collection
https://af.reuters.com/article/africaTech/idAFL3N20Y39L
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less than 30 per cent of their registered voters marking the 

ballot. This is in stark contrast to 1999 when 70 per cent of all 

registered voters turned out to usher in Nigeria's new 

democracy. In 2015, the lowest turnout recorded was about 42 

per cent, owing to issues such as voter apathy and the heavy 

activity of Boko Haram in the North East. The average, so far, 

has remained consistent at 34.7% (Sahara Reporters, 26th 

February, 2019). 

 

Accordingly, poor economic performance of Buhari administration 

between 2015 and 2019 led to voter apathy in some states from the 

Southeastern part of the country. The voters from the part of the country 

seemed not to see reason why they should vote in an underperforming 

economy. This relates to one of the other reasons that influence the conduct 

of the 2019 general elections, which is security. 

 

3.2 Security 

Another important issue worthy of mention in the review of the 2019 

elections is the accountability of those in the security sector. Findings show 

that unarmed security agents and police mostly conducted themselves with 

restraint. However, there were reports of personnel in military uniform 

engaged in sporadic shooting and killings, voter and observer intimidation, 

and theft of electoral materials (Wilmot, 2019; YIAGA AFRICA, 2019).  

Isah(2019) for instance commented on the security issues during the 

election that overtime report has it that at least 90 per cent of polling units 

recorded presence of security personnel which in itself is not a complete 

standard when it comes to conducting credible elections as it is expected 

that security agents will be seen at all the estimated 120,000 polling units 

across the country. But despite the presence of security checkpoints across 

the country, reports of political thugs moving in motorcycles in Lagos, 

disrupting the process at will, leaves a lot to be desired. A lot of questions 

were being asked on how political thugs accessed polling units, collation 
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centers and registration area centers to either cart away ballot boxes, 

destroy election materials and assault voters and election officials.  

Elections/ 

 

Corroborating this, YIAGA Situation Room (2019) report also captured this 

when it argued tenaciously that: 

 

Military and other security agencies have been used to 

undermine the electoral process with harassment and abuse 

of INEC officials and wanton destruction of lives and 

properties. Election observers are harassed and the 

environment for elections feels like a war, disenfranchising 

citizens who want to participate.  

 

What is clear about the election in terms of security is that, almost all the 

security stakeholders were guilty in one way or the other in the sense that 

there was dereliction of duty and security misdemeanor. But this was more 

with the military which appeared to have been more involved in the most 

brazen examples of security sector misconduct. When reports emerged of 

men in military uniform blocking observers and aiding electoral 

interference, the Nigerian Army denied any involvement, claiming that 

politicians were providing people with military uniforms to confuse the 

public. Later, on March 15, the army announced the creation of a nine-

member committee mandated to investigate the activities of army 

personnel in all states accused of electoral misconduct, and to interact with 

civil society, other security agencies, and state governments regarding any 

allegations (Wilmot, 2019) 

 

4. Sequencing of 2019 Election  

a. The Legal Frame Work of Election and Election Sequencing 

Laws governing Nigerian elections are essentially domiciled in the 

Constitution and the Electoral Act. Suffice to say that, some amendments 

https://punchng.com/army-slams-uk-over-comment-on-rivers-elections/
https://www.von.gov.ng/army-sets-up-investigation-committee-on-2019-general-elections/
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to these laws were deemed necessary by stakeholders for an improved 

management of the electoral process. 

 

i. The 1999 Constitution of Federal Republic Nigeria  

The Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) is  recognized by 

the stipulation of section 153(1f) of Nigeria Constitution (1999),  In the latter 

section of sections 76(1) and 116(1) of Nigeria Constitution (1999) INEC is 

offered  the authority to pick time for elections to the positions of the 

members of National Assembly and State Houses of Assembly. 

Prearranged that the episode of position of the president and the governor 

is precise in sections 132(2) and 180(2) of the constitution (1999) as 4years 

and not further than 2 terms in sections 137(1b) and 182(1b) of Nigeria 

Constitution (1999) correspondingly, elections to these positions are carried 

out in every 4years by INEC (Adekunbi, Ademola and Abangwo, 2019). 

This goes without saying that the authority to fix election and to determine 

which of the types of election comes first resides with the INEC. The 

provisions of the Constitution empower the Commission to arrange the 

election in such a way that the conduct of the general elections will be hitch-

free. Thus, it behooves on the Commission to determine which one comes 

first or last in order to fulfill its constitutional mandate. 

 

ii. The Electoral Act 2010 

The 2010 Electoral Act (as amended) is a creation of subdivision 153 of the 

1999 Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria (as amended), and it is 

as well the customary electoral  law that directs and standardizes the 

electoral progressions, dealings and structure in Nigeria. To be sure, the 

Electoral Act 2010 has undergone many amendments since it was originally 

passed in 2010. It has undergone two major amendments in 2011 and 

2015.For instance, in April 2017, one of the important amendments made 

was the authorisation of the INEC to use biometric accreditation for the 

voters. In 2018, the National Assembly (the House of Representatives and 



South-South Journal of Humanities and international Studies                      Vol.3 No.2 June, 2020 
 

Sequencing of the 2019 General Elections and Its Implications…      11 

the Senate) again amended some sections of the Electoral Act. In all, thirty 

nine sections of the Act were amended (Akintola,2018). 

 

4.2 Amendment of the Electoral Act and Election Sequencing 2019 

For the Electoral Act, the tradition has been that it must undergone forms 

of amendment after every general election before the new one. This is since 

the end of military rule in 1999, usually informed by the lessons taken from 

the preceding election. The preparations for the 2019 elections were not 

different, as several changes were initiated and put into process in the 

National Assembly to amend the Electoral Act. As the Electoral Act 

(Amendment) Bill went back and forth between the lawmakers and the 

executive, with President Buhari rejecting it each time, an air of uncertainty 

formed around the elections. The amendment proposals were put together 

in the National Assembly through private-member bills and with inputs 

from civic groups, including Policy and Legal Advocacy Centre, Situation 

Room, and INEC. Among the provisions are the following as captured in 

the Daily Trust Editorial of November, 2018. 

 

i. Allowing for the use of the SmartCard Readers (SCR) for 

accreditation, verification and authentication of voters; 

ii.  Giving INEC the discretion to use e-voting; 

iii. Voiding of votes in a polling unit where there is over voting, 

with the optionof holding fresh elections where it would 

affect the overall result in the constituency; 

iv. Allowing for the transmission of results in a manner 

prescribed by the Commission; 

v.  Requiring INEC to maintain and compile a National 

Electronic Register of Election Results; 

vi.  Mandating the Commission to record details of electoral 

materials, and providing that substantial noncompliance can 

cause an election to be invalid; 
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vii.  Increasing the timeframe for INEC to update and revise the 

voters register from 30 days to 60 days to the election; 

viii.  Linking the time for display of voters register to the date set 

for the elections; 

ix. Increasing the time for issuance of notice of election from 90 

days to 150 days 

 

The proposed amendment therefore was to change the sequence of the 

general elections. The election was to be if(assented by the president) held 

in the following order, as contained in Section 25: (a) National Assembly 

election (b) State Houses of Assembly and Governorship elections (c) 

Presidential election (The Daily Post, 24th January, 2018). On primary 

election, the National Assembly amends Section 87 and adds the time for 

primaries of political parties. It will follow the following sequence (i) State 

House of Assembly (ii) National Assembly (iii) Governorship, and 

(iv)President (The Daily Post, 24th January, 2018). It is stated that the 

primaries shall not be held earlier than 120 days and not later than 90 days 

before the date of elections to the offices (Akintola, 2018). To the surprise of 

the National Assembly members and some Nigerians, the President, 

Mohammadu Buhari like he did in February, 2018, refused assenting to the 

Electoral Act bill sent to him by the National Assembly.  

 

With this development, the election was conducted based on the 2010 

Electoral Act version that was   amended majorly in 2011 and 2015 which 

INEC, in its timetable released on January 9, had scheduled the Presidential 

and National Assembly elections for February 16, 2019, and elections for 

governorship and the House of Assembly for March 2, 2019. 

 

5. Implications of Election Sequence on the  Credibility of 2019 Elections 

in Nigeria 

The implications of election sequence in Nigeria drawing from the 

concluded 2019 elections cannot be overemphasized. To be sure, from any 
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angle looked upon- either from the present order of our election or from the 

aborted amendment championed by the National Assembly which was 

rejected by the executive, there are grave consequences. This paper raises 

the following issues as regard the consequence of election sequence in 

Nigeria 

 

Firstly, the continuing adoption of the election order or sequence contained 

in the 2010 Electoral Act (As Amended) following the refusal of the 

President, Muhammadu Buhari declined assent to the Electoral Act 

Amendment Bill 2018 four times, has far-reaching consequences for the 

credibility of elections in Nigeria as evidenced in the 2019 general elections. 

Free, fair and credible polls are premised on the understanding that the 

announced results reflect the will of the electorate; elections are transparent 

when each step is open to scrutiny, and stakeholders can independently 

verify whether the process is conducted honestly and accurately. One of the 

key reforms found in the bill is its insistence on the use and mainstreaming 

of the Smart Card Reader (SCR) in the electoral process. However, the 

President did not assent to the amendment that would have made it 

compulsory for the use of card reader. Little wonder, there were 

discrepancies in the adherence to the use of the device across the country 

during the polls. This affected the credibility of the elections as attested to 

by the reports of many observers in the election. 

 

From a dispassionate analysis, what has come out of these four submissions 

by the National Assembly and the four times’ refusal to grant assent is that 

the President does not intend to see the Electoral Act 2010 further amended. 

Perhaps, he was simply looking for excuses to further that agenda. While 

the National Assembly was operating in good faith in furtherance of its 

power to make laws for the peace, order and good government of the 

country, there was a debilitating fixation by the President to stand on the 

old ground. In retrospect, none of the grounds that the President had relied 

on to refuse assent had anything to do with democratic consolidation but 
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the furtherance of a personal agenda to win the 2019 presidential election 

at all cost. 

 

This revelation raises the fear in many Nigerians about the intention of the 

President and the ruling party against the background of the fact that the 

APC now supports the President’s refusal to give assent to the bill.  

 

The other issue which has been recurrent in the Nigerian electoral system 

is that of low voter turnout. In 2019 election, this did not change. This is 

partly attributed to the way elections are being sequenced in Nigeria. This 

made so many to argue that to correct this, the order of election in Nigeria 

must change. 

 

Furthermore, electing a candidate based on his/her personality, popularity 

and credibility is sine qua non for good governance. This dream cannot be 

realized with the present way elections are ordered. The position of this 

paper is that if 2019 election sequence were reordered, a candidate so 

elected will see himself/herself as representing the whole country but not a 

segment of the country. What we are saying is that a successful change in 

election sequence would have meant that candidates would have to run and 

win on their own. Unlike in the last three presidential elections, no 

politician would be under duress to deliver his or her constituency to the 

president-elect in the 2019 general elections. Also, across the federal and 

state elections, no one would leverage the success of the winner of the 

presidential election, since it would come last(Nwaeze, 2018).  

 

However, there is no denial of fact that the present sequence of our election 

has its own merits. The reordered election sequence if it had succeeded 

means that Nigeria would have spent more on the conduct of the 2019 

general elections. Instead of having two election dates, elections would 

have been held on three occasions a development not too good for an 

economy that has not totally recovered from recession. Spending more 
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money to conduct elections would not have beeb wise when more 

Nigerians  live below the poverty line, with unemployment rising from 

14.2% in 2016 to 18.8% in 2017 (The Vanguard, 23rd December, 2017 cited in 

Akintola, 2018). In a similar vein, Nwanze(2018) argued along this line by 

positing that: 

 

A longer electoral calendar also has implications for the stock 

markets, essentially because of the extension of political 

uncertainty. Under the current calendar in which the 

presidential election holds first, the political temperature 

begins to cool after day one of the two-day calendar. But with 

the proposed amendments, any possible cooling of political 

risk would be after the last day of a three-day electoral 

calendar. Investors are averse to uncertainties and adverse 

political risk. Therefore, portfolio outflow might be 

experienced across the securities market(Nwanze, 2018:6). 

 

The argument here on this point is that if the election sequence were to be 

altered as proposed, election (the 2019 as a case in point) would have 

sapped economic activities and the business of the government. It is usual 

for government workers to take several days of unofficial leave from office 

as part of the security precautions that are necessary during elections. To 

make matters worse for the economy, movement is restricted on election 

days. This means markets and offices are closed for the most of those days. 

With the proposed amendments, the economic shutdown would now 

happen over three, instead of, two Saturdays. A rough approach to 

calculating the extra day of economic shutdown is to average the GDP by 

days of the year. That would amount to N400 billion, using the 2016 GDP 

estimate of N145 trillion(Nwanze, 2018) 

 

 

 



South-South Journal of Humanities and international Studies                      Vol.3 No.2 June, 2020 
 

Sequencing of the 2019 General Elections and Its Implications…      16 

6. Conclusion and Recommendations 

The set out objectives of the paper was to examine the issue of the credibility 

of the 2019 election looking at the way the election was sequenced,. In doing 

that, the paper operationalized some terms such as election, democracy and 

election sequence. The paper also did an overview of the 2019 election, 

looked at the legal framework of election sequence before finally looking 

the crux of the matter- the credibility of 2019 election sequence and gender 

issue. From the work, it became clear that the 2019 election being the sixth 

since the return of democracy in 1999 had some improvements from the 

past elections especially that of voter registration. However, a general 

assessment of the election indicates that the election fell short of 

expectations. The election was not a radical departure from the past as 

issues that greeted previous election in Nigeria still reared their ugly head. 

Issues such as vote buying and selling, low voter turn (aparthy), insecurity, 

among others were issues Nigerians have to grapple with during the 

elections.  

 

More importantly, the paper discovered that the way the 2019 election was 

sequenced impacted seriously on the credibility of the election most 

especially the drama between the legislature and the executive on the 

attempted reordering of the election.  Against this, backdrop, the paper 

provides the following recommendations which if taken has a long way in 

improving the credibility of our election and opening up the political space 

for the female gender. 

 

i. Strengthen INEC procedures for the collation of results to improve 

integrity and confidence in electoral outcomes. 

ii. Electoral offences should be taken seriously and committers of such 

offences should not be spared so as to serve as deterrent to others. 

iii. The rejected bill for the amendment of the electoral Act should be 

revisited because contained in it are not only issue of election 
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reordering but germane issues that will strengthen our electoral 

system and improve on its credibility. 
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