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Abstract 

This study examined the Women and Youth Political Participation in Nigeria, 
beyond legality and rhetoric’s. Political participation is at the heart of Democracy. 
The more people participate the more legitimate a democratic government is. 
Though political participation is found to be liberal and unrestrictive, research has 
shown that women and youth who constitute more than half of the Nigeria’s 
national population continue to suffer marginalization and discrimination. The 
aim of the study, therefore, was to find out the specific factors responsible for the 
low level of political participation of women’s and youth in Nigeria. The study 
generated both primary and secondary data. The study discovered that women 
political participation can be enhanced by empowering them through strategic 
human resource development. The paper concluded that women and youth must 
wake up and use their numbers to canvas and galvanize support to challenge the 
status quo ante and elevate themselves from the hands of political gladiators who 
have been recycling themselves in offices since independence. The paper 
recommended that Political enlightenment should be provided by political parties 
to increase the consciousness of women and youths in electoral processes, there 
should be electoral reforms which will accommodate and give equal opportunities 
to all participants and punish electoral offenders.  Finally, the media should help 
to facilitate women and youths political leadership at primary level to flourish 
political awareness.    
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Introduction 
It has been recognized that the development of any country requires the participation of 
both women and youth. There is global acknowledgement that the political participation 
of women and youth is a fundamental aspect of modern democratic governance. It is 
anticipated that every adult who are of age should have equal rights and opportunities to 
participate fully in all aspects and at all levels of political developments. But in practice, 
women and youth face challenges and the number of women and youth in politics and 
decision making positions is abysmally low. Meanwhile, it has been proven that countries 
with increased women and youth participation in politics and management position tend 
to be more inclusive, egalitarian and independent.  
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Accordingly, the meaningful participation of women and youth in national, local, and 
community governance roles has become an important focus on global development 
policy. Still, some may ask why it matters if women and youth become political leaders, 
elected policymakers, or civil society activists. Why does the world need more women and 
youth involved in all aspects of the political process? Women and youth political 
participation results in tangible gains for democracy, including greater responsiveness to 
citizen needs, increased cooperation across party and ethnic lines, and a more sustainable 
future. Women and youth participation in politics helps advance equality and affects both 
the range of policy issues that get considered and the types of solutions that are 
proposed.  Research indicates that whether a legislator is male or female has a distinct 
impact on their policy priorities. There is also strong evidence that as more women and 
youth are elected to office, there is a corollary increase in policy making that emphasizes 
quality of life and reflects the priorities of families, women, youth, and ethnic and racial 
minorities. The positive impact of women and youth in politics is undeniable.  Kofi Annan 
(2004), “Study after study has taught us, there is no tool for development more effective 
than the empowerment of women and youth. No other policy is as likely to raise economic 
productivity or to reduce child and maternal mortality. No other policy is as sure to 
improve nutrition and promote health, including the prevention of HIV/AIDS. No other 
policy is as powerful in increasing the chances of education for the next generation.” 
Further, as Madeleine Albright (2018) stated that the world is wasting a precious resource 
in the dramatic underrepresentation of women and youth in leadership positions, often 
resulting in the exclusion of women and youth talents and skills in political life. 

Though women’s and youth low political participation is a universal phenomenon, the 
imperative of women and youth participation in democratic governance and human 
development cannot be over emphasized (Amadiume, 1997).   Women's and youths legal 
status is closely linked with their political participation and has an impact on their ability 
to contribute to and benefit from economic and social progress. The involvement of women 
in political activities underscores this correct assertion without the active participation of 
women and the incorporation of youth’s perspective in all levels of decision making in Nigeria 
politics, the goals of equality, development and peace cannot be achieved. The possibility for all 
citizens - both males and females to participate actively in the management of public affairs 
otherwise known as mass or popular participation is thus at the very heart of democracy.  
Literature review 
 
According to Leah Horotwitz (2009); the majority of literature on the topic of feminity and 
politics centers on women as governors or public officials. Observing the feminist canon, 
this is a logical finding. The second wave of Northern emancipation ushered in a highly 
debated movement, and feminist political observers turn out to be keenly aware of the 
gender disparity in political representation around the world. Increasing the number of 
women who walk the halls of power has been described as a democratic imperative, and 

https://www.vanderbilt.edu/csdi/research/files/CSDI-WP-04-2010.pdf
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activists question the legitimacy of polities that tolerate political inequality. Two seminal 
contemporary milestones for gender equality—the 1979 Convention on the Elimination of 
All Forms of Discrimination Against Women and the Platform for Action adopted by 
governments at the 1995 Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing—endorse 
affirmative action for political positions. In addition to the democratic rationale for 
formally empowering women, one can also recognize within the women-in-politics debate 
a second, often implicit, assumption: increasing some women’s political involvement can 
improve the way government serves other women in the universal population. The 
argument then follows that when such policy actors are female, they are more cognizant 
of and/or receptive to women’s needs and preferences, and they may be more willing to 
allocate resources to meeting them. Hassim writes (2006), “without representation in 
legislatures, women citizens have a diminished ability to hold governments accountable. 
Amazingly small number of case studies on women’s entry into politics in emerging 
countries and several major comparative works deepen and contextualize the elements 
emphasized in the quantitative studies  
 
In essence women lack adequate education; they constitute a large percentage of 
uninformed groups in Nigeria. Parent favored to send their sons to school due to their 
expectation that they will have responsibilities in the future. Girls are denied that chance 
because they are expected to eventually get married and thus get incorporated into another 
family. This pattern of socialization greatly hindered Nigerian women to fulfill their 
potentials talk less of entering themselves into politics. The few who have been opportune 
to be break away from such social arrangement find it very difficult to present themselves 
in politics.   
 
Youths are very relevant in virtually all areas of human endeavor, be it in the economic, 
social or political sphere. The role and benefits of the youth cannot be over emphasized 
when it relates to political development in particular. In contemporary politics, the youth 
has not fared better in the political scheme of things. Youths are the bedrock of any nation 
that desires political development. In Nigeria, the youth has been instrumental to 
contemporary politics as they have been involved in the political dynamics of Nigeria, but 
unfortunately they have taken their political activism to the social media. They have 
formed one political movement or the other in contemporary times in the country. The first 
military coup in Nigeria was executed by youths who were barely in their late twenties. It 
could be recalled that "when Major Chukwuma Kaduna Nzegowu attempted to seize 
power in a coup d’état in January 1966. Those who executed the coup with him were 
youths. Some of these personalities include: Major Emmanuel Ifeajuna (aged 31), Major 
Adewale Ademoyega (aged 29), etc. Even General Yakubu Gowon, the Nigerian civil war 
leader, was 29, who later became Military Head of State in 1966, was also a youth. The 
political trend in most parts of the world in the late 1950s and early 1960s was towards the 
military take-over of government in which the soldier-statesman emerged from the 
barracks during political tension, to restore his country to social and political peace, as well 
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as to attain economic stability (Ademoyega, 1981). The Youth has played institutionalized 
and political roles in recent times in Nigerian politics. With the recent “Not-Too-Young-
to-Run Bill” that was signed into law by President Muhammadu Buhari, youths were in 
the fore-front of the campaign and sponsor of the Bill. Initially, the Bill was met with 
politicking and stiff opposition from the oldies in the National Assembly who considered 
the youths to be over ambitious, passionate and desperate for power. This has ushered in 
tremendous change of attitude towards politics by the Nigerian youths With the Not-Too-
Young-to-Run Bill in force, the youths in Nigeria have taken up the challenge to be 
involved in and run for elective post up to the office of president. This is a rare occurrence 
in Nigeria and has never before been witnessed by this generation of youths since the 
truncation of the first republic in 1966  
 
Theoretical framework 

The study adopted the Role theory and the liberal feminist theory. This theory was credited 
to Margaret Mead, Talcott Parsons, and Robert K. Merton in the year 1920. The Role theory 
offers an intense understanding or clarifications of the concept “Youth” in modern politics. 
It can be argued that Role theory is not just a theory but a set of concepts and interrelated 
theories that are at the foundation of social science in general, and the study of the family 
in particular (Encyclopedia.com, 2003). This is why "roles are the building blocks of social 
institutions and social structures. From the structural viewpoint, roles are culturally 
defined norms, rights, duties, expectations, and standards of behaviour associated with a 
given social position" (Linton, 1945 cited in Encyclopedia.com, 2003). It is a culturally 
defined norms right that there are social positions that cannot be held by the youth due to 
duties, expectations and standards of performance which are associated with such 
positions. These culturally defined norms-rights have relegated youths to the background 
in social institutions and structures. But in Nigeria, the signing into law of the Not-Too-
Young-to-Run Bill by President Mohammadu Buhari has provided the platform for 
Nigerian youths to contest for higher political offices with a handful vying for the office of 
president of the Federal Republic while a significant others vie for other equally high and 
respected political offices in the country. In contemporary politics, even with the youth in 
complicity, “electoral fraud has been a recurring problem in Nigeria". It is believed that 
only rarely has the ballot reflected the will of the people with the youths in the employ of 
the old politician. This is why rigging puts the control and accountability of office holders 
and governance beyond the reach of voters (Ilo, 2011). The fact that politics deals with 
power acquisition and allocation of resources, the instinct and urge for political violence 
becomes inescapable reality in social engineering. Again, discontent, strife action and 
social disaffection could be predisposing factors, as the influence of godfatherism in 
Nigerian politics has further entrenched the culture of violence within the political space 
(Onike, 2010). Youths are used by politicians to perpetrate political violence as a result of 
self-enrichment (Okuchukwu, 2015). For instance, in 2018, some able bodied youths in the 
employ of politicians stormed the Nigerian National Assembly and took away by force the 
Mace which is the symbol of authority without security personnel apprehending the 
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hoodlums. Nigeria witnessed the historic signing into law of the Not-Too Young-to-Run 
Bill. The bill was passed by the National Assembly in 2017 to alter sections 65, 106, 131, 177 
of the Constitution of the Federal Republic. It was to reduce the age qualification for 
president from 40 to 30; governor from 35 to 30; senator from 35 to 30; House of 
Representatives membership from 30 to 25 and state House of Assembly membership from 
30 to 25 (Premium Times, 2018) 
 
Liberal Feminist Theory 

Feminist theory on the other hand first emerged as early as 1794 in publications such as A 
Vindication of the Rights of Woman by Mary Wollstonecraft, "The Changing 
Woman", "Ain't I a Woman", "Speech after Arrest for Illegal Voting", and so on. "The 
Changing Woman" is a Navajo Myth that gave credit to a woman who, in the end, 
populated the world. In 1851, Sojourner Truth addressed women's rights issues through 
her publication, "Ain't I a Woman". Sojourner Truth addressed the issue of women having 
limited rights due to men's flawed perception of women. Truth argued that if a woman of 
color can perform tasks that were supposedly limited to men, then any woman of any color 
could perform those same tasks. After her arrest for illegal voting, Susan B. Anthony gave 
a speech within court in which she addressed the issues of language within the constitution 
documented in her publication, "Speech after Arrest for Illegal voting" in 1872. Anthony 
questioned the authoritative principles of the constitution and its male-gendered language. 
She raised the question of why women are accountable to be punished under law but they 
cannot use the law for their own protection (women could not vote, own property, nor 
themselves in marriage). She also critiqued the constitution for its male-gendered language 
and questioned why women should have to abide by laws that do not specify women.  
 
One popular form of explanation is the socialization of women away from political 
activities. It is young boys by this view who are encouraged to play with guns and military 
toys, not little girls. By extension then, arms control, security issues and political decision-
making and public responsibilities are “a man`s topic,” about which women are assumed 
to have neither interest nor expertise. The socialization argument is also used to explain 
women`s underrepresentation in national and international decision making bodies. At 
international level, Best Thom suggests that many women within the United Nations 
system are less ambitious than men, having internalized society`s expectations that, they 
are not suited to policy making positions. Moreover, she argues that women often face a 
double-day, balancing career and family responsibilities, thus limiting their opportunities 
for career advancement. Other explanations for women underrepresentation look to 
systemic barriers to their participation. By this view, it is not simply the case that women 
lack the will to participate in upper echelons of national and international political 
activities, but systemically discriminated against by men in authority who refused to 
promote them and by legislation which limits their opportunities for employment, training 
and so on. Even those women who are successful must work harder to be taken seriously 
by their colleagues. Proposals for change that emerged from this theory suggests that 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_Vindication_of_the_Rights_of_Woman
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_Vindication_of_the_Rights_of_Woman
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary_Wollstonecraft
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ain%27t_I_a_Woman%3F
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Navajo_people
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sojourner_Truth
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Susan_B._Anthony
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societal attitudes, the division of labor within the home, educational and career 
opportunities must all change before greater number of women participates at national 
and international decision making positions. Liberal feminists accepted the distinction 
between public/private, political/non-political, and thus accept the view that, women 
have traditionally been excluded from national and international politics because 
elections, foreign policy, war, diplomacy, and “high politics” have not been about issues 
which are of interest to women specifically children and families. This perspective also 
claim that, the greater inclusion of women in the public and political realm of national and 
international politics will eliminate gender inequality in this sphere, ignores the structural 
features of social and political actions. In other word, liberal feminism accepts the 
prevailing power structures as legitimate. To them, there is nothing inherently unfair or 
unequal within politics (or the educational system, science, medicine or even corporate 
capitalism) except the historic exclusion of women from these spheres. For liberal 
feminists, once women are represented in numbers that correspond to their presence in 
general population, equality will have been achieved.  
 
Concept of Political Participation  

The political participation refers to those activities conducted by private citizens that… aim 
at influencing the government, either by affecting the choices of government personnel or 
by affecting the choices made by government personnel.” The political social scientists 
explained participation is an influential act through which people made an effort to make 
response according to their will for the political system. “Participation is a means the 
leading representatives cognizant about the preferences, priorities and basic needs of the 
masses which are persuaded to respond to public wishes”.(Teorell, 2006),  
 
The basic principle of democracy defined as, “Access of democracy includes the 
significant participation of men and women in the social and political affairs based on the 
equality to complement each other and to profit from one another and to profit from 
another’s differences.”(N.A, 2005)  
 
The basic principle of democracy defined it as, “Aspect of democracy that includes the 
significant participation of men and women in the social and political affairs based on the 
equality to complement each other, to profit from one another and to profit from another’s 
differences.”(N.A, 2005)  
 
Among different political acts of citizens in political participation, one of them is most 
remarkable is voting. The use of ballot paper to vote is the easier technique for 
participation in political activities. It is not just in the form of declarative rather everything 
is implemented in practise. Americans contribute in political participation due to their 
possibilities, resources and skills. “The Americans political participation act reflects one 
important feature of political life in states- freedom of choice.”(Eremenko, 2011) 
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Women and Political Participation  
Throughout the world, the power relations that shapes social, political, economic and 
cultural life prevent women from participating fully in all areas of their lives, whether it’s 
in the home, or in the public arena (Abdu, 2003). According to Akioyede-Afolabi (2003), 
the global average representation of women in national politics is 5%. Notable exceptions 
include the Nordic countries, Costa Rica, South Africa and Uganda, where proportional 
representation is practiced (Lewu, 2005; IPU Report, 2007). While women’s dedicated 
efforts to challenge the status quo have allowed more women to reach positions of power 
in recent years, women continue to be under-represented in all areas of decision-making, 
such as religion, the media, culture and the law and still face significant barriers to their 
full and equal participation in the structures and institutions which govern their lives 
(Omotola, 2007. Thus women’s increasing political participation is both a source and a 
signal of social change (Henderson, 2006).   Paradoxically however, despite the increasing 
involvement of women in political activities and the acknowledged women’s crucial role 
in nation building, the prevailing trend witness a seeming aberration which put limitations 
on women participation in political activities (Akinboye, 2004).  Most countries of the 
world still fall short of the critical mass of 30% of women political representation (IPU, 
2005).  
 
Youth and Political participation  

The concept “Youth” is very strategic and central to this discourse. The term implies young 
people. According to UN definition, youth are young people between 15 and 24 years of 
age. Each country might have its own definition of youth, but from the researchers’ 
perspective “Youths” in Nigeria are citizens of the Federal Republic of Nigeria aged 
between 18 and 35 years (Okuchukwu, 2015) whereas, in general terms, in the African age-
grade traditions, the youth may fall between the age bracket of 18 and 49, depending on 
the society ( Chukwu, 2013). The youth has greatly been involved in contemporary politics 
in the electoral process in various countries of Africa of which Nigerian youths cannot be 
exempted. Unemployment seems to persist among youths in Africa, despite their 
involvement in the electoral process. Okojie (2003), in her studies on the consequences of 
youth unemployment in Africa, noted that “an unwholesome aspect of youth 
unemployment and underemployment in many cities in Africa is visible ‘idleness’, 
whereby youths congregate at bars and eating places to drink or converse or smoke 
marijuana, for substantial parts of the day”. Youth unemployment in Africa has also 
promoted “gangsterism” as many youths now run criminal enterprises and engage in 
public violence, armed robbery, car snatching, illegal fuel sales, illegal importation of arms, 
and many of these  antisocial behaviour of the youth has reached alarming levels in several 
African cities (Okojie, 2003).  
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Socio-cultural, religion and economic factors affecting women and youth participation 
in politics  

These Accounts of women and youth political marginalization commonly assign a critical 
role to Nigeria’s socio-cultural, religion and economic system in determining the eligibility 
pool for elected office (Aina, 2003; Nwankwo, 1996; Okonjo 1981). Scholars argue that 
women find it difficult to break into political positions because they are generally 
disadvantaged by gender ideology while the youth on age ground, cultural patterns, and 
predetermined social roles assigned to women and men as well as low literacy, poor 
childcare, inadequate health care, and poverty. In cultures, religion with traditional 
attitudes toward gender and age roles, many women and youth may be reluctant to run 
and, if they seek office, may fail to attract sufficient support to win. There is a consensus 
in the literature that generally in Africa, women and youth are socialized into passive civic 
and political roles in the family. This is then subsequently reinforced by the wider society 
based on cultural precepts that portray publicly active women and youth as cultural 
deviants. In Nigeria, women and youth political leaders are not just seen as cultural 
deviants, but there is very little public confidence in their capacity to perform. Many 
communities in Nigeria emphasize women’s traditional roles as mothers and housewives 
and restrict them to those roles. In communities where traditional, patriarchal value 
system is very strong, it favours sexually segregated roles and militate against the 
advancement, progress and participation of women in the political process.  
 
Political and institutional factors affecting women and youth participation in politics 
Political factors that constrain women and youths political representation in Nigeria relate 
to political institutions and practice. Institutional accounts of women and youths, and 
political underrepresentation lay emphasis on a country’s political system and some of its 
specific features such as the electoral system and presence of specific institutions such as 
gender quota and age in party recruitment processes.  Among institutional factors, the type 
of electoral system in place has been regarded as an important factor affecting women and 
youth political presence.  
 
Other factors affecting women and youth participation 
Method of candidate nomination, which most times involve an expensive procedure 
requiring candidates to conduct their own campaigns. 
 
Excessive use of money in politics, to procure support of party leaders and officials, and 
to encourage voters to support particular candidates. Since male aspirants are generally 
more affluent than female and youth aspirants, many women and youths are eliminated 
because they simply cannot match their male (adult) opponents. 
 
Influence of party elders, who sometimes simply select, endorse and present a candidate 
supposedly to ease tension among contestants.  
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Deliberate obstruction, arising from arbitrary behaviour by party officials who may 
nominate candidates without an election; change the election rules or voting system 
without proper notice to candidates, change the venues for primary elections, hold 
unscheduled meetings in unannounced venues, rig elections and cause violence and use 
“zoning” and other criteria selectively to eliminate the unwanted (often female and youth) 
aspirants. 

 

Ways of enhancing women and youth participation in politics 

Campaign funding: There should be a legislation on campaign funding which will put a 
funding limit to what a candidate and political parties spend during campaigns. INEC and 
relevant agencies should ensure that political parties and their candidate do not spend 
above such limit. This will eliminate vote buying and money politics in our electoral 
system and will encourage more women and youths who are financially disadvantage to 
compete efficiently during elections. 
 

Proportional representation/quota: Our political system should encourage 
proportional/quota, this will ensure equal representation of women, youths and men in 
both elective and appointive positions in the country. 
 

Absence of Godfathers: From independent till date Godfathers have played a key role in 
determining those who are elected and appointed into key offices in Nigeria. This over 
time have retard more women and youths into participating in politics in Nigeria. The 
activities of Godfathers are the beginning of wisdom to many women and youths who 
wants to venture into politics. Such activities includes; kidnapping, assassination, 
intimidation of political opponents etc.   
 

Electoral reform: Our electoral systems are weak and do not encourage transparency and 
accountability in the electoral processes. It provides quick and simple form of 
participation, and helps to ease conflict among participants. Over time there have always 
been an increased pre and post electoral cases. This is as a result of weak electoral system 
that political gladiators have access to penetrate to their advantage without been punished 
by the law. This hinders women and youths participation in politics in Nigeria. An 
electoral reform that conforms to current democratic tents as obtained in the modern 
democracy will encourage equal participation of citizens and punishes electoral offenders, 
will give confidence to participants and enhance political participation.   
 
Political enlightenment: Political culture must be instilled among women and youths in 
the society. One of the ways to galvanize them is through sound education. Women and 
youth must not be emasculated by the men folks. The society must not see women and 
youths as having the inalienable rights to expression, thoughts, political participation, faith 
and actions. They must challenge the status quo ante which has brought nothing but 
mediocrity into the system, thus hampering competitiveness as obtained in the western 
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countries where female and youth are as PMs, presidents, chancellors and heads of 
Government. So in a nutshell, education and the proper application of the required skills 
cannot be overemphasized in getting political participation. Therefore women and youths 
must be independent minded financially, intellectually and psychologically without 
abdicating their duties as wives and children.  
 
Electronic voting: This is a noble idea which is used in most advanced societies of the 
world. To a very large extent, it eliminates electoral malfeasance and corruption in the 
system. It also helps to reduce cost of organizing an elections and ensures the system is 
dematerialized. This will to a large extent increased the participation of women and youths 
in the society and provides them chances of being elected. But in the third world countries 
like Nigeria where power generation is herculean task to get, it will not be successful 
because of deficiency. Again African state actors that is the political cum economic elites 
and gladiators wouldn’t want it because of what they are gaining from the analog system 
of voting for example Nigerian elections over the years have given credence to the extent 
that our politicians can go for rigging and other nefarious electoral activities they are 
primitively averse to the idea.   
 

Strong institutions: This cannot happen when we have state actors who are not disposed 
to having any democratic spirit in them. There is democracy but no adherent to democratic 
practices, creed and value. Strong institutions can enhance the participation of women and 
youths if there are strong applications to constitutionalism in the affairs of the Nigerian 
state. Strong institutions will inadvertently come alive, people will know that if they 
commit a crime, the institutions cannot shield them but apply punitive measures to the 
defaulters. An average political actors in Nigeria is brutish, vicious, primordial and utterly 
selfish.  

 Sources: (INEC, 2016) 
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Out of one thousand five hundred and thirty three (1533) elective position in the thirty six 
(36) states and FCT.  In 1999, 2% of women were elected into elective offices, this low figure 
may be attributed to low political consciousness among women. In 2003 there were an 
improvement from the previous 2% to 4% this may be due to an increase political 
consciousness among women. In 2007 and 2011 there were a significant improvement to 
6%. The country recorded the highest improvement. This was attributed to an increase in 
political consciousness among women in the society, and the amendment of the electoral 
act. The increased in the number of women in appointive positions during the Yar’due/ 
Goodlock administration also attributed to the increase. This later reduced to 2% in 2015. 
The election period was characterilised by violence, intimidations, money politics, and 
vote buying and electoral irregularities. These factors hindered the participation of 
women.  
 
As at the time of this study there is no available data on youths in elective positions this is 
because more priority is placed on male and female aspirants in the country. Therefore 
there is a need to separate youths from men using the Not too young to rule bill. Though 
the number of youths in elective and appointive positions were abysmally low during the 
periods under review.  
 
Furthermore, when the Yar’Adua administration came into office, it promised to give 30 
percent of political appointment to women (less than the 35 percent in the National Gender 
Policy). But an assessment conducted by Action Aid after one year indicated that women 
appointment was only 11 percent. But this was more compared to Obasanjo 
administration.  
 
However, during President Goodluck Jonathan administration, women occupied 33 
percent of cabinet positions. This decreased to 19 percent in PMB cabinet. This is very poor 
compared to other countries in Africa: Rwanda -63.5 percent for lower house and 38.5 
percent for Upper house; Senegal (42.7 percent); South Africa- 41.9 percent for lower house 
and 35.2 percent for Upper house; Burindi- 36.4 percent.  
 
Legality and Rhetorics  
Legality can be defined as an act, agreement, or contract that is consistent with the law or 
state of being lawful or unlawful in a given jurisdiction. According to Merriam Webster 
dictionary definition of Legality is the attachment to or observance of law. It could also 
refers to the quality or state of being legal.  

Ewik and Silbey define Legality more broadly as, those meanings, sources of authority, 
and cultural practices that are in some sense legal although not necessarily approved or 
acknowledged by official law. The concept of legality the opportunity to consider "how 
where and with what effect law is produced in and through commonplace social 
interactions....How do our roles and statuses our relationships, our obligations, 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joel_H._Silbey
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prerogatives and responsibilities, our identities and our behavoiurs bear the imprint of 
law. Berman, Paul Schiff (2012). 

Rhetoric is the art of using language to convince or persuade. Aristotle defines rhetoric as 
"the faculty of observing in any given case the available means of persuasion" and since 
mastery of the art was necessary for victory in a case at law or for passage of proposals in 
the assembly or for fame as a speaker in civic ceremonies, calls it "a combination of the 
science of logic and of the ethical branch of politics". Rhetoric typically provides heuristics 
for understanding, discovering, and developing arguments for particular situations, such 
as Aristotle's three persuasive audience appeals, logos, pathos, and ethos.  

The question we are therefore faced with here is what has been the level of participation 
of Nigerian women and youths (if any) in the Nigerian politics and how women and youth 
political participation can be enhanced beyond legality and rhetorics.  
 
Conclusion  

It is well-known that every community in the world citizen has the rights to participate in 
political activities without being discriminated. Women and youths are more empowered 
in the developed world than males in the developing world. Women and youth in Nigeria 
has the highest population according to NPC 2018, and also according to INEC register of 
registered voters (2018) women and youths has the highest number. If these numbers are 
translated into votes, women and youths will have the highest numbers in both elective 
and appointive positions in Nigeria. Therefore women and youth must wake up and use 
their numbers to canvas and galvanize support to challenge the status quo ante and elevate 
themselves from the hands of political gladiators who have been recycling themselves in 
offices since independence. 
 
Recommendations  
There should be electoral reforms which will accommodate and give equal opportunities 
to all participants and punish electoral offenders. 
 
The political parties should provide support and funds to guarantee the maximum 
political participation of women and youths during elections  

The political parties should advance plans to comprise women and youths as candidates 
and also in leadership  

The media should help to facilitate women and youths political leadership at primary level 
to flourish political awareness.    

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aristotle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Persuasion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heuristics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Argument
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Logos
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pathos
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ethos
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Political enlightenment should be provided by political parties to increase the 
consciousness of women and youths in electoral processes.    
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