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Abstract
The Anglican Church was the first Christian denomination to set
foot on Etche soil. This was through the effort of the Opobo, Bonny
and Okrika traders turned missionaries in the late 19h century.
These  proselytizing agents  though not  trained missionaries,  but
mere traders whose sole desire was to trade with the local people on
the abundant agricultural products in the area eventually found
themselves  becoming  agents  of  Christianization  and
evangelization.  This  work  examined  those  strategies  and
approaches  they  adopted  in  getting  the  results  achieved.  The
method adopted in data gathering in arriving at our conclusion
was mainly the secondary source of data collection. The eschato-
historical method of interpretation was applied. This paper revealed
that seven approaches were adopted by the proselytizatizing agents
in Etche with each making the desired impact on the life  of  the
recipients.  The  Christian  virtues  of  love  and  care  exhibited  in
many  Christian  denominations  today  in  Etche  and  among
Christians  are  direct  products  of  the  evangelization  approaches
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adopted by these proselytizing agents. The result being there for all
to  see  as  noted  in  this  paper.  Inthe  final  analysis,  this  work
encourages  Church  leaders  and  Christians  alike  in  Etche  and
elsewhere to follow the footstep of those who brought the gospel to
them for a holistic  spread of the Christian Faith in lands yet to
come in contact with Christianity.

Introduction
Christianity  and indeed the Anglican Church denomination was

introduced into Etcheland towards the end of the 19 th century, through the
evangelistic work and effort of Bonny, Opobo and Okrika traders whose
prior  intent  was  not  to  plant  Christianity  but  to  have  legitimate  trade
relationship  with  their  host  communities.  Some  of  the  agricultural
products abundant in Etcheland then included palm produce, and cash
crops like yam, cassava, cocoyam, pumpkin, and variety of fruits. These
trader/missionaries  first  settled at  Umuakonu waterfront  in  Chokota  –
Igboh community in 1883 (Inauguration magazine of Missionary Diocese
of Etche:  2007:3).  This  was under the auspices  of  Warigboko Uranta,  a
trader/evangelist from Opobo who also was the undisputed leader.

According to Amadi(1979)
“Opobo traders who were adherents of the Anglican Church
of the Niger Delta Pastorate settled at Umuakonu waterside
in  Chokota  Igboh  in  the  1880’s  under  the  leadership  of
Warigboko Uranta, an Opobo palm produce merchant. They
sailed in dug-out canoes through the oil rivers which joined
in Umuebulu Igboh and landed at Umuakonu waterside in
Chokota Igboh where they eventually settled to do business
with the local people” (p.3). 

It  is  a  fact  of  history,  that  these  palm  produce  traders  though
Christians did not come with the initial hope and intent of converting the
local people to the Christian faith, but had as their chief aim and primary
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purpose  to  trade  with  the  people  on  the  abundant  natural  resources
available  (viz:  palm  produce).  It  is  therefore  a  coincidence  that  they
became agents of evangelization. 

The efforts of these traders cum missionaries yielded much fruitful
evangelistic results in many communities in Etche. This probably accounts
for the fast expansion and progress the church enjoys in Etche land today.
Many aspects of the traditional values of the people were not spared as
their life was impacted by the new faith (Christianity). Certain strategies
were  adopted  to  evangelize  the  local  people  of  Etche,  which  include
among others: trade/market evangelism, court alliance strategy, education
evangelism  strategy,  and  Indigenous  church  approach,  house
fellowship/door  to  door  method,  open  air  preaching  and  care/giving
method.

Trade/Market Evangelism
After  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade  and  the  formation  of  the

Society  for  the Extinction of  Slave trade and the Civilization of  Africa,
missionaries  were  sent  from  Europe  to  Africa,  to  introduce  legitimate
trade with the people of Africa. One of the part of Africa that was the
geographical entity known today as Nigeria. In 1841, an expedition set off
to the Niger. According to Onunwa in Metuh(1986)

That expedition had Rev. J. F. Schon, a German missionary of
the  C.M.S  and a  young African  Catechist  the  freed  slave,
Samuel  Adjai  Crowther.  The  expedition  attempted  to
introduce legitimate trade into the basin of  the Niger and
Benue rivers and establish model  farms at  the confluence.
Farming  and  evangelism  were  not  thought  of  as
unconnected. (p.60)

Christianity from the time it set foot on the Niger – from where it
spread  to  most  parts  of  Eastern  Nigeria  –  has  always  come  with  it
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commerce.  In  fact  according to  Kalu (1978),  “Buxton’s  slogan was  ‘the
Bible and the plough’ must regenerate Africa” (p.18).

 Commerce (trade)  was the  vehicle  with which  Christianity  was
transported to the people of Eastern Nigeria. This trend was contagious to
some extent for the people who first embraced Christianity such as Bonny,
Opobo and Okrika people of the Niger Delta, who in turn took the gospel
to the hinterlands adopting the same strategy.

In  Etche  for  instance,  as  in  most  other  parts  of  the  Niger  Delta
region, the Bonny, Opobo and Okrika people came to trade with the local
people (who they eventually evangelized) on palm produce, timber and
other cash crops. Due largely to the availability of the product in the area,
many of the major traders decided to settle in the watersides with their
families and those who served and worked for them. They not only built
residential  houses,  but  also  built  worship  centers  where  their  spiritual
needs were met having accepted the Christian faith back at home. Upon
settling at the watersides, they moved into the communities to purchase
from  the  local  people  their  wares.  They  were  however  faced  with
challenges of persuading the local folks to work very hard so as to make
the produce available to them in large quantity.

The  local  people  of  Etche  from  origin  had  days  of  the  week
regarded as ‘sacred’, and dedicated to the worship of their deities when
they were not expected to go to their farm or involve in any commercial
venture.  These  holidays  affected  the  traders  whose  programmed
movements were often distorted resulting to their  inability to purchase
enough of the products they needed for their journey back home. As a
way  of  protecting  their  business  interest,  the  traders  encouraged  the
people  to  accept  their  new way hence  the  introduction  of  Christianity
served as a leeway to achieving this. This they did (through persuasion
and at times by force) by asking the people to drop the worship of their
deities – which they referred to as idol worship – and accept the God of
the Bible. 
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During their interaction with the people, the traders preached the
Good News to those who they came in contact with and invited them to
the churches they had started to share fellowship. This strategy worked so
much that those who responded were seen,  referred to,  and treated as
brothers and sisters. They were given preferential treatment when it came
to buying their wares. Also in a bid to encourage those who accepted the
new faith,  they provided them with some basic human needs,  such as
clothing materials, and even encouraged some of them to attend school in
the newly established schools.  These waterside churches were found in
almost all coastal communities in Etche, and were administered by these
trader missionaries who reported to their churches back at home.

Church Alliance Strategy
Another  strategy  adopted  by  the  trader  missionaries  who  were

agents  of  Anglican  evangelization  was  the  Court  alliance  strategy.  The
Court Alliance Strategy is the tendency to convert the King or Chief with
the hope that members of his household and his subjects will follow suit.
This  strategy  arose  out  of  the  erroneous  European  assumption  that
African Chiefs and Monarchs had absolute authority over their subjects
hence they channeled all their efforts in converting the King/Chief and his
household before thinking of their subjects, who they felt would naturally
follow.  This  was  the  strategy  Chief  Stephen Nwabioku Ogan,  a  trader
missionary of Okrika origin adopted in the evangelization of the people of
Omuma  clan  of  Etche.  The  Okrika  Chief  in  1912  established  a  good
rapport with Chief Okerekpe of Umuelechi, who was the most powerful
monarch  of  Omuma  clan  in  those  days;  and  he  in  turn  directed  his
subjects to accept the new faith, having himself together with his family
been converted in 1914.

According to Obuoforibo (2005) 
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In  1912,  Stephen Nwabioku Ogan (later  Chief),  an Okrika
trader evangelist, was able to establish a good rapport with
Chief Okerekpe of Umuelechi. The friendship resulted in the
eventual  conversion  of  the  Chief  in  1914.  With  this
conversion,  it  worked  like  a  miracle  when  the  whole
community turned to the Lord. (p.39 - 40)

 The people followed the footstep of their Chief to attend church
services in the church established by Chief Stephen Nwabioku Ogan. This
strategy  did  not  yield  much  result  because  many  saw  the  church  as
belonging to Chief Okerepke and his immediate family hence the success
recorded was short lived. 

Another case of Court Alliance Strategy in Etche evangelization was
that involving Chief  Nwuhie Amadi,  paramount ruler of  Isu in Ozuzu
(MbaAsa) clan who was converted by Chief Minime (a trader missionary)
of Bonny. “In 1910, a team of CMS missionaries from Bonny who came
through the Otamiri  River established a church at Isu with the help of
Chief  Minime,  a  palm produce  trader  who  was  living  at  waterside  at
Okpulor” (The Advent Christianity in Etche: 2008:40)

Chief  Nwuhie  Amadi  embraced  the  idea  and  permitted  Chief
Minime  and  his  team  to  use  his  palace  for  church  services.  He  also
directed his subjects to attend the Christian church. By his permission the
shrines  where  the  people  worshipped  and  graven  images  which  they
worshipped were destroyed and burnt down.

Here in Isu, this strategy did not yield much positive result because
after  the  death  of  Chief  Nwuhie  Amadi,  the  paramount  ruler  who
succeeded him did not give the missionaries the needed support hence the
missionaries were forced out of the community while the people returned
back to their traditional worship.

Education Evangelism Strategy
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As the first Church to come to Etche land, the Anglican Church was
also the first Christian denomination to establish a school in Etche. 

Onunwa in Metuh (1986) asserts that;
It is a fact that the most effective weapon of evangelism used
by  missionaries  in  most  parts  of  Eastern  Nigeria  was
education.  Western  education  was  strongly  used  by
Crowther as a means of elevating the Africans (p.69). 

The trader missionaries that evangelized Etche, were not lacking in
this regard. The famous Etche Central School in Okomoko and the famous
primary school at Chokocho are good pointers. The commission handed
over to the church by her Lord Jesus Christ is to preach the gospel, teach
scriptures  and  care  for  the  lost.  To  discharge  these  mandate,  trained
personnel is required. In its early years of existence in Etche, the Anglican
Church  started  its  first  school  in  Chokocho.  This  school  was  to  be
transferred to Okomoko on 2nd April, 1936 renamed Etche Central School,
Okomoko Etche. The foundation of this school was laid by Rt. Rev. A. M.
Gelsthorpe the Bishop on the Niger (1933 – 1938).

Onunwa cited in Metuh (1986) said:
Soon after the missionaries had got settled at Onitsha, they
began to  organize  night  classes  for  the  young slaves  who
were their initial adherents. Initially the response to formal
education  was  poor  and the  missionaries  adopted  several
methods to attract pupil (p.74)

The aim for  the establishment  of  these schools was primarily  to
train the Africans especially the young men and woman, boys and girls in
the way of the evangelizing agents. It was their intent to bring up people
who would keep the flag of Christianity flying in all parts of Africa, Etche
inclusive.

The  Etche  people’s  initial  lack  of  interest  in  the  white  man’s
education as they termed it then was not peculiar to them alone since it
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was  generally  perceived  by  many  as  a  venture  which  can  only  be
undertaken by the never do wells and children of those who were seen as
outcasts  in  most  African  societies.  The  missionaries  adopted  several
methods to attract pupils and this gave opportunity to the down trodden
in the society to find consolation in education and today these are the ones
at the helm of affairs in Etche land and beyond. These missionaries did not
relent but brought many young people not only into the schools in years
following but engaged those qualified as evangelists, Church workers and
school  teachers.  In  other  words,  the  school  became  an  avenue  for  the
training  of  personnel  who  in  turn  continued  with  the  task  of
evangelization.

Indigenous Church Approach
The Niger Delta Pastorate Church as an indigenous church through

whose missionary efforts most of the other churches in the Niger Delta
area of Nigeria were founded had its foundation based on Henry Venn’s
“three –  selves  –  policy” of  ‘self-governing’,  ‘self-supporting’  and ‘self-
propagating’.  The planting of the church in Etche is the product of the
Niger Delta Pastorate church. Though the Church in Etche was started by
their  Bonny,  Opobo and Okrika neighbors,  the watering and nurturing
was mainly by the indigenous people of Etche.

The early missionaries aware of the fact that one day they will leave
the place made it a point of duty to train the indigenous people in the art
of reading the Word of God – sometimes in their own native language.
The aim was to  have people who would read services  and preach the
Word of God to their people in their local language when they have left to
their homeland. These trader/missionaries took some of the natives into
their abode as house boys and girls to serve them and by so doing through
the education strategy enrolled them into the schools they had started.
The availability of these agents served the interest of the missionaries who
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through them penetrated the people who never doubted their  sincerity
since they were their own people.

 With  the  involvement  of  these  local  people,  confidence  was
rekindled  among  the  natives  who  were  initially  suspicious  of  the
Missionaries. Since the missionaries saw the churches they established as
their own, they put their best to see that it survived and expanded in spite
of  all  odds by using the local  folks who they enlisted their  support  to
persuading their  people to  donate large expanse of  land to  build their
place of worship (church) and school.

This  accounts  for  the  large  expanse  of  land which  the  Anglican
Church acquired and controls in many communities in Etche till date.

According to Onunwa in Metuh (1986), 
As far back as 1893, Archdeacon Henry Robinson confessed
in a Pastoral letter to London that ‘Oh, for native agents, they
are three times as valuable as European agents work - we are
as  fading flowers  ...  the involvement of  indigenes  made it
possible for the gospel to penetrate their people (p.74).

Tasie in Kalu (1978) was right to say that, 
It was from about 1921 that Christianity in the Niger Delta
actually  began  to  wear  the  garb  of  its  immediate
environment  and presented  to  indigenous  converts  in  the
liturgy and language they could more easily appreciate and
follow (p.324). 

This  led to  the rapid spread the Anglican Church denomination
experienced in the Niger Delta region in the late 19th century and early 20th

century. In places where paid workers could not be engaged due to the
poor financial state of such church stations, licensed Lay Readers took up
the reading of ‘offices’ and preaching the Word of God during corporate
worship  and  other  church  services.  This  strategy  of  the  use  of  local
indigenous  agents  worked so  much for  the  Anglican  evangelization  of
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Etche. The advantage of this approach can be felt in almost every sphere of
the Christian Churches in Etche in recent times. Aside being adopted by
the  Anglican  Church  denomination,  other  Christian  denominations  in
Etche have also adopted this laudable strategy in their quest for growth
and development.

House Fellowship/Door to Door Method
The  oldest  and  most  popular  method  of  evangelism  which  is

recorded in scripture is  the house to  house / door to  door method of
evangelism. It is the type the Lord Jesus Christ adopted and also charged
his disciples to do when he sent them out (Luke 10: 1-12). This type of
evangelism  is  that  whereby  one  moves  from  one  individual  door  to
another,  witnessing.  Some  people  call  it  house  to  house  or  house
fellowship method of evangelism.
According to Adeleye (2009)

It  is  recommended  that  you  must  not  be  less  than  two,
particularly,  if  it  an  organized  door  to  door  witnessing.
When  we  say  ‘organized’  we  mean  if  the  witnessing  is
organized or arranged by the church or a Christian group or
ministries.  You  must  pair  up.  Two  people:  either  two
brothers or sisters. That is the best recommendation (p.130).

Unlike in most parts of present day Rivers State where natives who
travelled to the riverine areas came back with the Christian religion which
they  in  turn  started  in  their  homes  with  members  of  their  immediate
families,  it was not so in Etche. In the case of Etche, it was the Opobo
traders who came with the Christian religion which they presented to the
people  together  with  their  trade.  Due  largely  to  the  far  nature  of  the
homes of the early converts from the waterside where the Churches were
situated,  the missionaries  advised them to  begin morning and evening
services  and  prayer  meetings  within  their  environment  most  often  in
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private  homes.  These  fellowship  center  served  as  rallying  points  for
corporate worship (for prayers and the study of the Word of God), to the
families  within  that  vicinity  who  might  not  be  able  to  travel  the  long
distance to the waterside church for such programmes.

This strategy worked in that it provided the people especially the
aged and the young who may not be strong enough to make it  to  the
waterside church to still partake in worship. Again the time then was not
as it does today in the sense that wild and dangerous animals and reptiles
roamed  the  environment  freely  thereby  constitute  great  danger  to  the
people especially at night and in the early or late hours of the day.

 As time went on, home fellowships attracted lots of people within
the vicinity who seeing the love shared among the members of the home
fellowship and the Christian way they conducted themselves, decided to
give it a try. Before long many who were opposed to the church became
adherents and in turn became part of the house to house evangelism team.
As a result of the many converts won through these home fellowships, the
existing  churches  expanded  and  increase  in  membership  recorded
especially on Sundays. It  will  not be out of place to say that the home
fellowships  afforded  the  early  converts  the  opportunity  to  embark  on
aggressive evangelism among the people. The home fellowship strategy
has in no small  way assisted in the expansion of  the Anglican faith in
Etche.

Open air Preaching
The first generation Etche converts to Christianity did not keep their

faith  to  themselves.  They  made  those  living  around  them  to  feel  the
impact of their new found faith.  The open air preaching approach was
commonly used in the early years of the advent of Christianity in Etche.
Aside  the  preaching  made  in  places  like  the  town  square  and  other
strategic  locations  in  the  communities,  the  early  converts  also  adopted
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family  preaching  and deliverance  services.  The purpose  of  this  was  to
persuade the locals to do away with idol worship and accept the gospel
message.

 The evangelists emphasized the truth of the saving grace of God
who  required  nothing  more  than  sincere  worship  from  His  creation.
Through this process, the needs of the individual converts were attended
to through prayers and material  aid in times of  distress with the early
converts becoming instruments of cohesion among the adherents.

Erstwhile  dreaded  idols  were  destroyed  and  such  evil  forests
handed over to the church for the building of their worship center and
schools. In those early years of the introduction of Christianity in Etche,
church services were not as long as they are today. Times have changed
and everything is changing with time. In those good days, services never
lasted more  than one hour  to  enable  brother’s  visit  the  sick  members.
More time was spent on house to house visitation and care. The problem
of individual members were discussed and prayed for during corporate
worship on Sundays; those who were not able to make it to church that
day were visited, prayed for and encouraged; and the Lord honored their
work as many people joined the fold. There was brotherly love and care in
action and it  was advantageous to  the Anglican Church in those early
days.

Care and giving method
This  method  is  in  recent  times  being  re-introduced  in  most

churches in our present day. It is an age long type of evangelistic method
which had been in existence since the days of the apostles and which the
early missionaries adopted to their advantage.

According to Adeleye (2009):
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The spirit of that Cares and Gift Evangelism is seen in Acts
of the Apostles and all that believed were together, and had
all things in common; and sold their goods, and parted them
to all men as every man had need. And they continuing daily
with  one  accord  in  the  temple,  and  breaking  bread  from
house to house did eat their meat with gladness and praising
God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord
added to the church daily such as should be saved (Acts. 2:
44-47). (p.168)

The early trader/missionaries distributed gift items to the people
and this attracted many of the local people of Etche to them. This act of
charity paid off because through this process, many were converted. Items
like clothing, matches, mirror, perfume, etc were used as bait to bring the
people to the faith. In most cases those who accepted Christianity were
treated preferentially when they had to do business with the traders. They
were  trusted  and  treated  better  as  brethren,  than  just  mere  business
partners. The proselytizing agents were so involved in this method and to
a great  extent  it  paid off greatly,  resulting to  many of  the local  people
accepting the Christian Faith.

The challenge this  method had however was that some of  those
who were brought to the faith through this process were most times not
properly rooted in the faith. Their chief interest at the time was what they
stand to benefit materially rather than the most important thing which is
the spiritual.

Conclusion
In  this  paper,  we  have  been  examining  the  approaches  that  the

Anglican Church denomination (which happens to be the first Christian
denomination to come to Etcheland), adopted in the evangelization of the
geographical  entity  known  as  Etche  in  the  present  day  Rivers  State,
Nigeria. Seven approaches were examined in this paper and each of these
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approaches was used to bring the Gospel message to the local indigenous
people  of  Etche.  The  results  of  these  efforts  are  seen  in  the  growth
Christianity  has  experienced  since  then  as  can  be  seen  in  every
ramification of its existence.

The trade/market evangelism, Church alliance strategy, Education
evangelism strategy, Indigenous Church evangelism, House fellowship /
Door to door method, Open air preaching, and Care and giving methods
adopted by the proselytizing agents was to a large extent effective and
rewarding, which is why these approaches are still very much adopted in
our  contemporary  times  for  the  growth  and  sustenance  of  various
Christian denominations.

From all that have been discussed in this paper, the fact remains
that  if  the  present  day  Christianity  would  make  the  desired  impact
assigned it by the Lord of Church, Jesus Christ, it must get back to those
tenets upon which it was founded, and improve on it.
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