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Abstract
Visual Arts as a career has been a difficult option to choose in the
formal  education  system  by  prospective  students  because  the
functional  relevance  of  the  course  was  grossly  misunderstood.
Today, however, there is seemingly an improvement as more and
more people understand the indispensable services that visual Arts
offer. This notwithstanding, the role of visual Arts, to improve our
dwindling economy in creating job  for  the  individual  especially
with  the  mounting  scarcity  of  white-collar  jobs  needs  further
clarification.  This  paper  therefore,  examines  how  Artistic
Engineering  helps  to  improve  productivity,  and  reduce
unemployment.  The  study  applied  the  exploratory  approach
through library studies to achieve the stated objective to alleviate
poverty in the society.

Keywords:  Artistic  Engineering,  National  Development,
Education, Visual Arts, Self-Reliance

Introduction
The society is deplete with multiple problems of unemployment,

hunger, and poverty. Greater number of the Nigeria population struggle
for survival in the midst of unfriendly and militant economic forces. Many
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people are skeptical about formal education, because, there are thousand
graduates without employment.  Although attempts have been made by
successive governments to improve the living standard of her people, the
rate of suffering seem to be on the increase. It seems that the importance of
education and particularly visual Arts in the present age have actually not
been  adequately  understood  by  some  people.  It  is  quite  apparent,
however, the pedagogical sketch of artistic engineering in this discourse
would  illuminate  the  hearts  of  many  and  create  quality  and  unique
character towards artistic productions. This will help to enhance a positive
perception of visual arts as a profession.

Education is a valuable assert to man and the society; but different types
of education play different roles in a country’s economic growth. This is
where Artistic Engineering comes into play. “Artistic Engineering” is the
application  of  Visual  Arts  Skills  and  Science  to  develop  ways  to  use
economically the materials and forces of nature for the benefit of mankind.
The goals of education as stipulated or entrenched in the National Policy
on Education (1981) are as follows:

- The inculcation of National Consciousness and national unity.
- The inculcation of  the right type of  values and attitudes  for the

survival of the individual and the Nigerian society.
- The training of the mind in the understanding of the world around.
- The  acquisition  of  appropriate  skills,  abilities  and  competences,

both mental and physical as equipment for the individual to live in
and contribute to the development of society.

The policy emphasizes the importance of education to the country’s
national development and economic growth. Education in its widest
sense has been the process of turning a man into a good citizen. But
education has not succeeded in this aim. In Nigeria, what constitute
education: i.e.   intellect, identity,  memory and spirituality seems to be
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commercialized.  Therefore,  education,  health  and spirituality  which
are the fruits of the factors listed above have no much relevance to man
and the society. If importance is laid to education, health, spirituality,
and intellect,  the society  and the environment  would be developed.
The good thing is that, artistic engineering has a revolutionary process
to  turn  things  around  through  imaginative  and  creative  powers  to
develop children and adults.

Artistic  Engineering  (Visuals  Arts) are  expressions  of  thoughts.
Thoughts  are  energies,  forces  which  are  designed  to  recognizable
forms  through  the  use  of  a  medium.  Objects  are  formed  through
creative  activities  of  human  consciousness  form  which  all  spiritual
creation  originate.  Thoughts  are  seeds  of  consciousness  that  are
planted, conceived and made manifest by the skillful and systematic
use of elements and principles on the medium. The results of these
exercise are translated into development.

Development is a process of charge in man’s socio-economic, political,
cultural,  religious  and  technological  systems.  Every  human  setting
tends  to  continuousnessly  advance  its  mental  as  well  as  material
products; that is development. Inayatullan in Osazee-Odia (2006) sees
development as “change towards a pattern of society that allows better
realization  of  human  values  that  enables  its  individuals  to  gain
increased  control  over  themselves”.  Ugwu  (2006)  conceives
development  as  the  awakening  of  class-consciousness.  According  to
him, to raise the consciousness of a people implies the orientation of
their  mentality  towards  the  development  and  sustenance  of  a
functional  society,  through  a  process  of  discovery  and  change  of
fortune.  From  the  expressions  above,  it  becomes  clear  that
development is centered in man-the human person.
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General Education in Development:
There is this general belief entertained by many persons that people

are educated because we have free education available to all. This is
one error. People come into the school to bear the name of being to
school. Such category of people are not able to develop the capability
of absorbing. Therefore, what they have learnt could not educate them.
It  cannot lead them out of their narrow, limited views to the wider
horizons awaiting the truly educated.

No one can be truly educated until this faculties are awakened, the
faculties  that  enable  him,  not  only  to  accept,  but  to  assimilate  and
evaluate knowledge and information. For instance, a parrot can say two
times two is four, but it cannot do anything with it. Many people who
went to school are like that. They can repeat statements,  but do not
understand  them:  they  cannot  digest  them;  they  cannot  assimilate
them, because the faculties that would enable them to drink in wisdom
are not yet awakened.

According to Fatuyi (1990) “in Nigeria today, if it is truce that our
educational  system  cannot  be  assumed  to  be  error-proof,  or  to  be
perfect  and functional  enough to promote continuity,  to  uphold our
socio-economic  and  political  reflection  of  our  society,  then,  we  can
rightly say that our contemporary education has lost its true meanings.
”  Herbert  Read in  Fatuyi  (1990)  states  that:  Education in  its  widest
sense  has  been  the  process  of  turning  a  man  into  a  citizen.  But
education has never succeeded for long. This is shown in the fact that
man  has  never  remained  satisfied  with  any  particular  kind  of
citizenship:  Monarchy.  Oligarchy,  democracy,  state  socialist,
communism, man changes from one to the other because he can never
accommodate his individualism to any of them--- because the source of
vitality is in the individual and not in the group; he further suggests
that  “education  is  the  instrument  of  sublte  coercion,  slowly  and
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silently, it strives to iron out and to level out the differences between
individuals and groups to provide the uniform coherent mass.”
Education today is being commercialized. It produces more obedient
people than real intelligent ones. Many literate people have turned to
“I  am  loyal”  people.  People  in  many  developmental  agencies  and
offices try to fix the lines but could not because they are bottom based;
there is no trust and knowledge of what they have learnt. Such people
do not understand themselves. They lack the application of practical
knowledge or natural ability, skilled workmanship, in their scientific,
creative, and aesthetic activities.

Education  is  an  indispensable  tool  for  national  development.
Though education generally  is  vital  for  development,  the  education
that can develop man and the labour force is of paramount importance.
Although  rich  endowment  of  natural  resources  and  size  of  labour
force may play a great role in determining the economic well-being of a
nation, yet  rich natural resources and large force may be meaningless
if  the  knowledge  and  skills  for  effective  exploitation  are  not  there
(Agbionu, 1994).

Todaro  in  Agbionu  (1994)  holds  that  impressive  statistics  and
numerous quantitative studies of the sources of economic growth in
the West were paraded to demonstrate that it was not the growth of
physical  capital  but  that  of  human capital  which was  the  principal
source of economic progress of the developed nations. The above ideas
that allude to the development of the productive labour force point to
the importance of visual Arts ( Artistic Engineering).

Artistic Engineering and National Development
Artistic  engineering  as  stated  elsewhere  in  this  paper  is  the

application of  visual  Arts  skills  and science to develop ways to use
economically  the  materials  and  forces  of  nature  for  the  benefit  of
mankind. Development according to Apenda (2006)
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is that, First development is dynamic. It is perceived as a
progressive  transformation  of  society.  As  a  non-static
phenomenon, development manifests itself in all facets of
social  life  through  economic,  political,  social  and
environment structures.  Second,  development is  usually
systematic,  balanced  and  positive,  and  it  is  directed
towards achieving some desired goals. Third development
is  predicated  upon  the  utilization  of  the  resources
available. Fourth, development is a human problem and
therefore it is to be human-centric.

The above stated features or perspectives are hardly attainable, except
through the consistent production of the needs of the people through
artistic engineering. Artistic engineering is human centric. It believes
that development begins with the human being. The world of today is
beset with much skepticism about the uncertainties of life as a factor in
the  development  of  the  human society.  The faculties  in  the  human
being are deadened by the reliance of frivolous manipulations of ideas
without  ethical  development.  How  can  these  faculties  be  best
developed?

There  are  two  basic  areas  that  come  to  mind.  They  are:  Self-
identification  and  artistic  practice.   Self-identification  is  simply  the
individual understanding himself, being aware of himself. Experience
has shown that the moment an individual even as a child, begins to
perceive the nature, character, dignity, and individuality of his own self
or  being,  these inner  faculties  begin to  awaken.  The first  step  in  to
developing  the  individual  is  to  awaken  his/her  inner  faculties  by
making him/her believe in himself or herself. That, individually, they
are  important.  That  he  or  herself  is  a  society  and sees  every  other
person as him or herself. This will help the individual to shape him or
herself and re-shapes or develops the environment. It will also help to
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develop his or her modes of thinking and acting, the various aptitudes
of  experiences  and  accomplishments.  Self-actualized  individuals  do
not discriminate because of the qualities and habits of their mind, they
freely act and interact with the world. Such individuals who have that
intense awareness of self process interact with a world of objects and
ideas  which  are  the  bedrock  of  development.  The  neglect  of  this
human self or mechanism is one of the causes of poverty, hunger, greed
unemployment  and  underdevelopment.  Development,  inventions,
innovations come from within. These values can be achieved through
the  use  of  some  tools  and  techniques,  such  as:  imagination,
visualization  and  concentration.  Albert  Einstein  like  other  creative
genius’  emphasized  the  importance  of  imagination  to  learning
(Mangiri,  2002).  Imagination is  the  process  of  seeing outside  of  the
constraints and limitations of the physical realm. Imagination puts us
into the higher dimension of reality, a dimension that one can actually
see with the inner eyes. It is the dimension that is out of this world. It is
above  and  beyond  all  that  one  can  ask  or  think  in  most  cases.
According to Hogan (2010), “The act of imagination re-structures the
human mind in order to face its creative performance and objectifying
output.  He continues, imagination expands the limits of the known
itself  and  institutes  human  presence  as  an  act  of  continuing  self-
definition”. Imagination prompts new ways of seeing and practices of
creative action. Through imagination one can see as stated above; ones
imagination can also hear, touch, smell and feel the sensation around
him  or  her.   Einstein  said  according  to  Shlian  in  Mangiri  (2002)”
imagination  is  greater  than  knowledge”.  In  a  similar  way  Itten  in
Mangiri  (2002)  expresses  success  characterized  by  the  practice  of
imagination and concentration to the learning programme. 

The second is  the  artistic  processor  practice.  The artistic  process
engages the following areas in practice: Painting, Drawing, Sculpture,
Collages, Printmaking, Photography, Film-making Ceramics, Fibre arts,
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Jewelry,  Metal  work,  Enameling,  Environmental  art  such  as
architecture (Landscape and building) interior design and decoration,
Product  design,  Clothing  design  and  Graphic  communication
(wangboje. 1990).

This list is unexhaustive because new art forms are emerging by the
day in  response  to  man’s  changing thought  forms or  consciousness
around him.

Artistic engineering is the creation of products by individuals who
are  introduced  to  a  range  of  tools  and  developed  skills  needed  to
represent  their  experiences.  Through  experimentation  with  media,
aesthetic and theoretical methodologies, the individual represent life
experiences  in  images,  and  also  formulates  his  or  her  own  unique
meaning. Through the process of making and re-making the ideas or
thoughts  in  images  and  designs,  he  creates  a  structure  for
development;  because  now  he  has  understood  and  interpreted  his
experiences.

Artistic  engineering  plays  a  great  role  in  the  development  of  a
nation. Nigeria is currently undergoing a critical phase in her national
life. The only way we can get out of this economic crunch is through
the  careful  and  systematic  practice  with  the  above  stated  areas  of
practice. 
Artistic  engineering  enhance  the  expansion of  consciousness,  which
enables the individual  to think for himself,  make his  own decisions
and execute those decisions and not the mere possession of certificate.
Artistic  engineering’s  concern  is  in  the total  educational,  emotional,
mental, physical, Spiritual and aesthetic growth of the individual not
in the development of his art expressive ability alone; which betters the
understanding and behavior as well  as developing his concepts and
skills (Mangiri, 2002).

Fatuyi (1996) and Olorukooba (1990) in Mangiri (2002) emphasize
the importance of the development of the affective domain where the
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individual learns to perceive, analyze, judge and value things around
him. This analytical training according to Mangiri (2002) is an exercise
which

trains the eyes to see in greater details, the ears to hear in
ever greater depth, the hands to cut and shape things in
and exact and confident manner, and the mind to extend
the  dimension  of  the  texture  of  the  natural  world  by
creating ever improving alternatives or plain innovative
varieties.  The individual (student) from the training in
the  visual  arts  expands  his  knowledge,  do  not  only
benefit  on  the  affective  behavior  but  also  the
psychomotor skills.

Artistic Engineering and Productivity
Productivity according to Fabricant in Agbionu (1994) is a measure

of  the  efficiency  with  which  resources  are  converted  into  the
commodities  and  service  which  men  want.  He further  said,  higher
productivity  is  a  means  to  better  levels  of  economic  wellbeing  and
greater  national  strength.  Higher  or  lower  productivity  causes
fluctuations, inflation and the rise and fall of businesses and industries.
Therefore, training in the visual arts for individuals is indispensable
for self-reliance and if the productivity of the workers should improve.
This emphasizes the importance of training for skills to meet up new
occupational  demands,  and also the role artistic  engineering (visual
arts) in solving unemployment problem.

Conclusion 
Artistic  Engineering  (Visual  Arts)  promotes  the  insights  and

prospects,  the  creativity  and  initiative  and  critical  reflection  and
occupational  capacities  which  are  so  necessary  for  life  and
development. It’s forms strengthens personal and collective identities
and  values.  It  provides  all  young  people  (Learners)  with  relevant
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abilities required for them to function successfully in their society. The
paper discussed the various areas where visual arts has the potential of
contributing to the nation’s development. It shows that visual arts is
fundamental to development in all spheres of human endeavor. 

For national development to be promoted, resources, human and
materials, have to be optimally utilized. All forces of society must be
engaged in the attempt to ensure that individuals gain the knowledge
and  skills  and,  perhaps  even  more  importantly,  the  values  and
attitudes, the ethical principles and the moral directions of society of a
sustainable future.
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