
South-South Journal of Humanities and international Studies                    

Post-colonial theory in literary criticism: the post-colonial trends in
Soyinka’s Death and the king’s horseman

By 
Ikiroma-Owiye, S. J. PhD

Department of Theatre and Film Studies,
Faculty of Humanities

University of Port Harcourt

Abstract 
The  subject  matter  of  his  discourse  post-colonialism  is  a
metamorphosis,  man’s  inhumanity  to  man  since  aeon  of  time
presently  in  the  guise  of  colonialism,  neo-colonialism  and
imperialism.  The foundational  terms  colonialism,  hybridity,  and
multiculturalism has been in the human space from the times of
the  ancient  Egyptians,  Babylonians,  Akkaddians,  Chaldeans,
Greeks,  Romans  to  modern  western  imperialism.  The  research
methodology  is  qualitative  while  the  theoretical  framework  will
embrace Foucault’s sexuality Said, orientalism, Said’s unmasking
of  the  disciplinary  modalities  of  orientalism  right  through  to
Spivaks  ‘subaltern’,  Lacanean  psychoanalytical  methodologies
applied by Homi Bhabha ‘hybridity’ and ‘mimicry’ devolving on a
specifically  narrow  historical  context.  Findings  we  see  post
colonialism as an employ of western imperialism to lead colonial
nations on a wined thread of intellectual discourse distant from the
people in terms of development. From the course of this discourse
we have contributed to the body of knowledge that ideology drives
socio-cultural  development.   Development  and  liberation  is
internal sought from within the individual. It is not imparted.  

Introduction
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Origin  and history  of  post  colonialism the  indices  of  colonialism have
pervaded the annals of human history from aeon of time. Prior to modern
times man has experienced colonialism hybridity, slavery and its related
effects.  The Hyksos  enslavement  in  Egypt,  Jewish  slavery  in  Egypt  for
about 430 years, Greek conquest of north Africa, Roman conquest of North
Africa,  Assyrian  conquest  of  Palestine,  Nebuchadnezzar’s conquest  of
Jerusalem and environs etc. . The Ottoman conquest of the Balkans and in
modern times there has been at least three major phases of colonialism
between  1492  and  the  mid  nineteenth  century  when  Britain,  Spain,
Portugal,  England,  Dutch,  established  colonies  and  empires  in  the
America’s, Africa, India and South East Asia. Between the mid nineteenth
century and World War 1 there was a scramble for territories in Africa,
Asia, America and Australia. By the end of the nineteenth century more
than one fifth of the world’s land area and a quarter of its population had
been brought under the British empire through superior fire power; India,
Canada, America, Australia, new Zealand, south Africa, Burma, Sudan ,
West Africa, Algeria, Equatorial Africa, Indo-China, have been colonised
by the British, French, Dutch, Belgian. 
          Lately Italy and Japan also entered the race for colonies which
fostered  hybridity  in  the  colonised  territories.  Their  operations  were
similar to the operational mode of ISIS. Western imperialism incorporated
ancient concepts on conquest racial and cultural assumptions to modern
imperial ideology that bolstered their colonial claims to supremacy and
right  to  colonize  non  Europeans.  Because  of  these  numerous
representations  of  Greek  and  Roman  governmental  approach  in  their
conquest  of  North  Africa,  and  elsewhere  where  the  conquered  were
subjugated and subjected to perpetual slavery modern colonial rhetoric.
19th century  colonial  discourse  requires  a  multi  layered  or  palimpsest
structure which forms a historical ideological and narcissistic continuum
in  which  modern  theories  of  domination  feed  upon  and  blend  with
ancient myths of supremacy and grandeur. This Spivak (2003, p.3), likens
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in a sense that “whatever we do, we are made by forces of people moving
about the world.”
        Thus the term post-colonialism emerged to justify colonialism and its
aftermath of  post  colonialism.  The colonial  quest  must  continue as the
colonizer  tries  to  write  his  own  perception  of  the  colonised  as  they
constitute his major source of raw materials and cheap labour and wealth.
After  the  end  of  the  Second  World  War  in  1945  the  agitation  for
independence by the colonised took another dimension as there occurred
a large scale process of decolonization of the territories subjugated by the
colonialists  yearned  for  self-rule  beginning  with  India  in  1947.  The
colonial  struggle is hardly dead as it  continued up till  this  day as east
Timor,  Tibet,  Kashmir,  Falkland’s,  etc.  are  still  struggling  to  be
independent,  thus  post  colonialism  as  a  literary  theory  arose  as  the
colonised during the period of colonialism tried to free themselves from
mental slavery, decolonise their territories wrote about themselves in the
colonisers language. 
        The  year  1950  saw  the  publication  of  seminal  texts  of  post
colonialism ; Aime Cesaire’s discourser le colonialism, and Frantz fanons
black skin, white masks, and in 1958 Chinua Achebe published his novel
things fall apart, George lammings the pleasures of exile appeared in 1960
and Frantz  Fanons the wretched of  the earth  followed in  1961 (Habib,
2011).  We cannot discourse post colonialism without addressing how the
search for salt in the 15th century and the industrialization of Europe in the
19th century led to the scramble for territories and raw materials led to
modern colonialism, post colonialism and imperialism. The scramble for
Africa culminated in the Berlin conference of 1884, in which Africa was
divided into spheres of influence of European nations the starting point
and the end of mercantilist colonialism of the European imperial powers. 
           But for Africans it was the starting point of the disintegration of
African societies of which the consequences were greater than elsewhere
in  the  colonised  non-western  world.  Prior  to  colonization,  Europeans
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when they  arrived the  coasts  of  Africa  from the  mid fifteenth  century
encountered  the  native  well  developed  African  communities  of  the
Iyankpo, as recorded by Pacheco Pereira in his Esmeraldo De Sittu Orbis
of the 15th century in the Niger delta, Benin, Fante, Dahomey, Buganda,
Zulu,  Congo etc.  all  of  which were overtime annexed by  superior  gun
power and tactful diplomacy of treaties and annexation with the ultimate
desire that they required European stewardship as proposed and justified
by the imperialist intent.
          But  after  colonializing the people  the colonizer  realises  that
knowledge he claims to have was himself taught by the colonised thus to
create  a  balance  there  is  need  to  open  up  the  intellectual  space  to
accommodate  the  knowledge  from  the  colonised  world  to  balance  the
moral and intellectual development of the world. Thus post-colonialism as
a discourse is a guise by western imperialism in maintaining distance and
control in the body of knowledge having realised the truth about the very
origins  of  human  knowledge.  In  the  course  of  this  paper  we  will  be
looking at how this play Death and the king’s horseman reflect the theoretical
concept  of  post-colonialist  experience  on  the  African  psyche  prior  to
independence and post-independence.  

Critical theory 
As a critical theory, post colonialism presents, explains and illustrates the
ideology and practice of neo-colonialism (after colonialism) to submerge
imperialism  with  examples  drawn  from  history,  political,  sciences,
philosophy,  sociology,  anthropology  and  human  geography.  It  also
examines the effects of colonial rule and its cultural aspects of the colony
and its  treatment of  women in colonial  society,  language literature and
humanity if  it adheres to western civilizational standards. According to
Eagleton  (2008),  Post  colonialism  is  directly  rooted  in  historical
developments  that  emanated  after  the  collapse  of  the  great  European
empires.  Their  replacements  by  the  world  economic  hegemony  of  the

Post-colonial theory in literary criticism: the post-colonial trends in … 156



South-South Journal of Humanities and international Studies                    

United States, coupled with the steady erosion of the nation state and the
traditional geographic frontiers along with mass global migrations and the
creation of the so-called cultural societies. 
          To facilitate this colonization, post colonialism became a continuum
because in modern times western imperialism developed new terms of
engagement  to  perpetuate  former  colonies  through  strategic  economic
policies like structural adjustment programmes (sap implemented by the
world  bank  and  IMF  which  are  viewed  as  the  modern  procedure  of
decolonization but in a sense foregrounding neo-colonialism. Structural
adjustment programs calls for trade liberalization, privatization of banks,
health  care,  and  educational  institutions.  These  implementations
minimized  government  role,  paved  pathways  for  multinationals
companies to enter Africa and exploit her resources to the detriment of the
people.   Limited  the  production  and  exportation  of  cash  crops,  many
African nations acquired more debt, and were left stranded in apposition
where acquiring more loan and continuing to pay high interests became
an endless wined thread. 

Arguments and reactions against post colonialism
             The arguments against post colonialism expounded during the
post-colonial  era  by anthropologists  who recorded interactions between
human nations, especially the relationships between the colonizer and the
colonised.  Thus  analysing  how the  colonialists  and  the  peoples  under
colonial rule and how they seek to build an understanding for the nature
and how to practice colonial rule. From the aftermath of this process with
regards to socio-cultural  development of the colony Abrahamson (2003,
p.190), argues that: 

Post-colonialism  is  regarded  as  too  theoretical  and
too preoccupied with textuality and discourse to have
anything meaningful to contribute to the study of the
continent… post-colonialism is frequently perceived
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to be a cultural product of the west, pertaining to late
capitalism  and  thus  of  limited  relevance  to
developing countries.

Post  colonialism  had  also  been  seen  by  some  scholars  as  attempts  to
formulate  non-western  modes  of  discourse  as  a  viable  means  of
challenging western ideology. Post colonialism like post modernism and
pot structuralism is not a conventional theory in any traditional academic
sense of the word , and it cannot sensibly be treated as one unified body of
thought, it is instead , multiple, diverse and eschews easy generalizations.
To this Abrahamsen proffers that post modernism can find no application
and yield no insights on the African condition. In a sharp dismissal along
these lines Ekpo observes that ‘nothing stops Africans from viewing the
celebrated postmodern condition… as nothing but the hypocritical  self-
flattering cry of the over fed and spoilt children of hyper capitalism. So
what has hungry Africa got to do with post-material  disgust … of the
bored and overfed (as cited in Abrahamsen). 
         One of the most common dismissals of post-colonialism is that it is
pure theory and shows no relationships with the quality of life out there.
It  is  perceived  to  be  too  theoretical  in  a  sense  that  its  language  is
impenetrable and esoteric elevated and beyond the understanding of the
colonised.  Arif  Drilik  accordingly  accuses  post-colonialists  writers  of
mystification and obfuscation, while Adebayo Williams charges them of
aimless  linguistics  virtuosity  (as  cited  in  Abrahamson,  2003,  p.  191).  I
agree with the above comments for in a sense post-colonial writes having
learned or acquired western education they did not consider the peoples
comprehension of  the new ways of  thinking and writing incorporating
indices that will carry along the ordinary people they put themselves in
place of the coloniser using the language the coloniser will understand in
a sense writing for the coloniser. 
         Thus post colonialism can be seen as a set of ideas emanating from
the  colonised  nations  without  a  clear  cut  sense  of  social  and  political
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relevance to Africa. It is also perceived to be almost singularly preoccupied
with words, textuality, discourse, and to be either disconnected from the
world of raw politics and economics, or so to mistake textual for the real
world  (Abrahamson,  2003).   I  agree  with  the  perception  of  the  above
scholars as this  is  evidenced in Nigeria  and South Africa  and in other
colonised societies where independence did not bring about the required
enhancement in the condition of life of the people, structure of power in
terms  of  relationships  between  the  ruled  and  the  powers  that  be  in
economic law of engagement. E.g. the miners’ strike in South Africa, 33
miners  was  killed  and  the  rest  of  the  miners  charged  to  court  in  an
independent  country  for  police  bestiality  in  post-colonial  South  Africa.
What we thought has ended with the attainment of independence but here
apartheid  laws  still  operate  in  independent  South  Africa.  But  what
transpired was a change of colour of the coloniser from white to black. In
Nigeria workers are retrenched with colonial conditions of service where a
worker works for an establishment from 14 years and is not pensioned
because he has not served for 15 years in the late 80’s, while those who
have not worked up to 10 years are given one month in lieu of notice even
if  the  person had worked for  9years  at  the  point  of  disengagement  as
disengagement  fees.  Now  a  compulsory  pension  scheme  has  been
introduced to impoverish the Nigerian worker as an extreme form of neo-
colonialism.

Theories of post colonialism
Post-colonialism  has  no  unified  school  or  theory  as  extraneous  to  the
study of African politics and society. Conceptualization of power and the
recognition of  the relationships between,  power,  discourse and political
institutions and practices have cast new light on colonial and post-colonial
experiences,,  and  that  they  provide  for  a  more  comprehensive
understanding  of  how the  past  and  present  relations  of  inequality  are
constructed and maintained than commonly found in African studies. But
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some theoreticians have propounded or fronted polemical arguments that
are used to analyse post-colonial literature like Frantz Fanon, wretched of
the  earth,  Edward  Said  orientalism,  Spivak  subaltern.   Post-colonial
discourses also embraces Foucaultian sexuality sweep of Said’s unmasking
of the disciplinary modalities  of  orientalism right  through to Lacanean
psychoanalytical methodologies applied by Homi Bhabha hybridity and
mimicry devolving on a specifically narrow historical context. 
         Frantz  Fanon‘s  the Wretched of  the  Earth 1961,  analysed and
medically described the nature of colonialism as essentially destructive on
the colonists psyche. The social effects of colonization he depicted as an
imposition and subjugation of colonial identity which is harmful to the
mental  health  of  the  native  peoples  who  have  been  subjected  and
congealed into colonies for ease in administration. Foucault furthermore
argues in his history of sexuality, Vol. 1 (1990), on the sexual consequences
of colonialism where power and knowledge become intertwined. In his
history of sexuality he also implies that power does not exist for punitive
measures but rather, power provides a consistent gratification during its
perpetual expression. Such a capacity to express power elicits feelings of
pretentiousness and superiority within an imperialists or colonists which
reflect the colonizers subjection of the fairest of the colonised women as
sex slaves. 
         In Said’s reactionary approach to post-colonialism he postulated
orientalist  theory  of  how the  west  polarized  and distanced themselves
from Asian countries with ‘the-us- and- them ideology.  This is an attempt
to  describe  the  ‘binary  social  relation  ‘with  which  Western  Europe
intellectually divided the world into categories like the ‘occidental’ west
and the ‘oriental’ Asiatic countries. according to said ‘the West’ created the
cultural concept of ‘the East’ which allowed Europeans to describe Asians
as  lazy,  cruel  and  uncreative  with  the  west  as  full  of  ideas  and hard
working with this notion they justified the suppression of the people of
the Middle East, Indian sub-continent, Asia and Africa and the Caribbean
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from  expressing  and  representing  themselves  as  discrete  peoples  and
cultures. 
        The philosopher and theoretician Gayatri Spivak established the post-
colonial term subaltern, in which he cautioned against assigning an over-
broad  connotation;  that  a  decolonized  people  develop  a  postcolonial
identity that is based on cultural interactions between different identities
(cultural , national, and ethnic as well as gender and class based), which
are assigned varying degrees of social power by the colonial society. The
subaltern in a sense referred to in post-colonial  literature ,  as  the anti-
conquest narrative that analyses and identifies politics in the social and
cultural perspectives of the junior ranking colonial subjects in the military
and the civil service who served in the first and second world wars and
have seen their creative resistance to the culture of the coloniser as human
also  having  frailties  ,  how  such  cultural  resistance  complicated  the
establishment  of  the  colonial  society;  Spivak also  introduced the  terms
existential  ,  strategic  essentialism  and  epistemic  violence  which  he
garnered  from  Foucault  to  describe  the  social  functions  of  post-
colonialism. This Spivak (2003, P.5), explains in a sense when he says that
“I continue to believe that the politics of the production of knowledge in
area studies (and also anthropology and the other human sciences) can be
touched by a new comparative literature, whose hallmark remains a care
for language and idiom.”
        While Homi K. Bhabha made popular the post-colonial theory of
hybridity and mimicry. He established the philosophic value of hybrid in
intellectual  spaces,  wherein  obscurity  abrogates  truth  and authenticity.
Hybridity  is  the  philosophic  condition  that  he  classifies  that  most
substantively challenges the ideological validity of colonialism on the part
of  the colonised being perceived as  hybrid of  the colonizer.  He feels  a
culture  cannot  stay  stagnant  because  it  has  been  colonized,  instead
cultures merge and become part of the colonised culture as a result of the
colonised adopting the ways of the colonizer to survive by the mimicking
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things such as language, cloths, music, education, food, and mannerisms
of the colonizer. 

Post-colonial literary study
As a literary theory, post-colonialism deals with the literatures produced
by peoples who once were colonised and Europeans who lived in such
colonies  colonised  by  European  imperial  powers  e.g.  Britain,  France,
Spain,  Dutch,  Germany  Belgium etc.  the  literatures  of  the  decolonised
countries engaged in contemporary, post-colonial arrangements with the
form mother countries to keep them in the verge of post colonialism.  Post-
colonial literatures were generated by the colonised and colonisers to forge
a literature distant from the people trying to forge identify for themselves.
Under this  guise the first  of  literature  emanating from these colonised
groups  presents  and  analyses  the  internal  challenges  inherent  in
determining an ethnic identity in a decolonised nation. 
            Here  like in  Nigeria  the differing ethnic  groups instead of
presenting  a  collective  identity  tried  to  show  individual  identity  in  a
decolonised  nation.  The  second  category  of  literature  presents  and
analyses the degeneration of civic and nationalistic unities consequent to
ethnic  narrow  mindedness,  usually  manifested  when  an  ethnic  group
develops the born to rule tendency,  demagoguery of the protecting the
nation a variant of the us-and-them binary social relation. Thus civic and
national  unity  denigrate when a patriarchal  regime unilaterally  defines
what  is  and what is  not   ‘national  culture ‘of  the decolonised country
based on ethnic and tribal sentiments; the nation state collapses , either
into  communal  movements  Massob,  Ipod,  Iyc,  Urobo  Youths,  Arewa
youths etc. espousing grand political goals for the post-colonial nation ; or
into  ethnically  mixed  command  movements  ,  espousing  political
separation , as occurred in democratic republic of Congo, Nigeria, Liberia
sierrea leone , Ruwanda Sudan now South Sudan etc.  These are the post-
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colonial existential extremes against which Frantz Fanon warned against
in 1961 wretched of the earth. 
          Taking a look at Nigeria before colonization was a homeland of
diverse  ethnicities,  tribes,  groups,   tongues,  Hausa’s,  Ibo’s,  Yoruba’s,
Benin’s,  Idoma’s  Fulani’s,  Ijaw’s,  Efiks,  Ibibio’s,  etc.  more  than  250
ethnicities converged in one colonial enclave called Nigeria. But amongst
them the Ibo’s were seen to be among the first people because of their
proximity between the coast and the hinterland and the first to construct a
postcolonial literary identity with Chinua Achebe’s writing of the novel
things fall apart in 1958, followed by Soyinka’s Kongi’s harvest and death
and the kings horseman which in a sense constitutes the subject matter
which is to be addressed as postcolonial discuss where matters of native
religious cultural observance and the consequences of the imposition of
western taught breeds conflict or cultural clash in the annals of the play. 

Critique of the play Death and the king’s horseman in a post-colonial
perspective    
Textual analysis of the play death and the king’s horseman
The play death and the king’s horseman is a true replication of a post-
colonial  text.  The  paly  centres  on  the  relationship  between  moralities,
culture,  religion,  legality  as  it  depicts  cultural  relativity  and  cultural
distance  in  a  post-colonial  context  society.   The  plays  subject  matter
occurred in the pre-colonial era prior to Nigeria’s independence but can be
classified as post-colonial because it entails indices of colonial dominance.
The colonial master who came with cunning signing treaties later used
force to establish perpetuity over he colonised territories. Thus imposing
western  civilizational  standards,  as  the  new way  of  life  as  it  concerns
commerce, colonization and civilization on the indigenous African people
of Oyo precisely. In adherence to tradition and culture of the Oyo people
the Elesin Oba has to accompany the Alafin of Oyo whenever he dies as
his  closet  associate  here  on  earth  by  committing  ritual  suicide.  The
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colonialist sees no reason why a man should accompany another man in
death for any reason thus cultural distance makes the colonial officer to
intervene  in  the  accomplishment  of  this  age  old  passage  ritual  which
brings about the conflict in the play which is ideological clash.
          The play Death and the king’s horseman were based on real life
experience that  occurred in  Oyo an ancient  Yoruba town in  Nigeria in
1946. The paly tells the story of how the district officer delayed the ritual
suicide of  the Elesin  Oba the  king’s  horseman from accomplishing his
ceremonial  duties  by accompanying his  master the Alafin to the world
beyond. The play opens with a ritual procession on the last day of the
Elesin’s ritual procession before he accompanies his master the Alafin. By
virtue of his position on this  day he has to enjoy whatever he likes or
desires from the people and they will give him willingly knowing this is
his last day on earth as the king’s horse man. We see the Elesin in the paly
processing with women in the market square as he enjoys his last day on
earth.  According to the culture of the Oyo people on this last day he will
accompany the king to the world beyond. On this day he is free to enjoy
anything  he  desires  as  the  kings  horseman.  We  see  him  and  the
accompanying retinue of women in the market square as he enjoys the
praises ushered to him on his last day on earth.
            The play is a clear conception of the post-colonialist play as it gives
a clear description of the conflict emanating from the interaction between
the colonizer and the colonised, the disparity in culture and cosmology.
The  cultural  distance  disparaged  by  the  coloniser  from conceiving  the
difference in belief,  values,  morals  as  we see the district  officer having
found out from his clerk the reason for the peoples celebration. Judging
the peoples culture from the ús’ and ‘them’ Eurocentric perspective. On
this day or throughout this mourning period whatsoever the Elesin Oba
demands is given to him by virtue of Yoruba culture.
Elesin:      Nothing, what has no one told you yet? I go to meet my friend
and master company… my master’s hands and mine have always dipped
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together and home or sacred   feast, the bowl was beaten of bronze, the
meat so succulent our teeth accused us of neglect. We shared the choicest
of the season’s harvest of yams (p.14)

The role of  the Elesin in traditional culture entails  the occupant of  the
throne as equal of the Oba in almost all social functions as we see from the
words of the Elesin Oba they ate in the same plate and enjoyed all things
in common. So at this period of mourning the Elesin has the privilege to
request for anything he wished for to satisfy his soul to accompany the
Oba on this ritual journey of committing suicide. So at the point when he
remembers his mission he tells the women
Elesin: stop! Enough of that! Enough I say. Let me hear no more in

that vein; I have heard enough.
Iyaloja:       we must  have said something wrong.  Elesin  Oba,  we ask

forgiveness before we speak.
Elesin:            I am bitterly offended. 
Iyaloja:           Moral words are cheap. We know you for a man of 

honour. Well tell me, is this how a man of honour should be
seen? Are these not the same cloths in which I came among
you a full half hour ago?

The ritual entails him to demand anything he wants as it is an opportunity
for him to acquire whatsoever he needs for his family, this compels the
women to rush to the stalls to get him rich new cloths to adorn himself on
this  day.  He  is  possessed  of  euphoria  of  the  spiritual  exercise  as  it  is
complete in itself as a self –saving and image redeeming rite of passage in
Yoruba culture. The king cannot be buried unattended by his most trusted
and endowed friend and companion. From the Elesin’s words we see him
as fulfilled as he reminisces.
Elesin: How can that be? In all my life as horseman of the

king, the juiciest fruit of every tree was mine; I saw , I
touched, I wooed, rarely was the answer no.(p. 18)
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Iyaloja: Elesin oba …
Elesin: What, where do you all say I am?
Iyaloja: Still among the living.
Elesin: And  that  radiance  which  so  suddenly….  Up  this

market I could boast I know well? 
Iyaloja: Has one step already in her husband’s house. She is

betrothed.
Elesin: (irritated) why do you tell me that? (P. 20).
This ritual is more than an ordinary ritual syndrome from the play we see
that in Yoruba culture the Elesin Oba has about a whole month to enjoy
the things of the flesh before he embarks on the accompanying journey for
the Oba is mourned for about thirty days by the people and throughout
these mourning period the Elesin Oba has everything in the community at
his beck and call even the betrothed virgin. For it is forbidden to make him
angry or deny him anything he needs to fulfil his accompanying the king.
         Thus beginning of the paly the Elesin is seen preparation for his
ritual journey of accompanying the king. The second scene introduces the
district officer and his wife rehearsing their steps in for the ball dance. The
meeting  of  strange  cultures  embraces  difficulties  in  communicating  of
ideas.  We see  the  meeting  of  strange cultures  embracing  difficulties  in
communicating ideas. We see the mimicry of the colonised as depicted in
Amusa’s  ‘subaltern’  characterization  when  he  tries  to  speak  like  the
colonial master even in his calling of the master’s name. His sense of fear
in  approaching  his  master’s  residence  is  evidenced  in  his  sense  of  tip
toeing thus encroaching on the master’s privacy when he interrupts the
district masters dance with his wife. He mimics the language of Picklings
pronouncing his name wrongly.
Amusa: Mistapirinkin, I beg you sir, what you chink you do

with that dross? It belong to dead cult, not for human
being (p. 24).
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This because the cloth the Pilkings used for their costume is related to the
Egungun masquerade cult. Amusa is reminded where his loyalty should
lie  by who is  in  charge,  that  he should forget  tradition and remember
where his loyalty lies at which point Mr Pilkings addresses Amusa thus;
Pilkings: delicately my … look here Amusa, I think this little

joke has gone far enough hm? Let’s have some sense.
you seem to forget that you are a police officer in the
service of his majesty’s government (p.25).

Then the scene changes to depict  the communicative nature of  African
culture, the drummed language of communication which comes to play
with  drums  signalling  the  coming  events  to  the  understanding  of
members  of  the  community.  Amusa  being  a  native  understands  the
message and communicates same to the master through the note which
reveals to the master the upcoming events in the community, that that day
midnight  a  prominent  chief  in  the  community  the  Elesin  Oba  commit
suicide.  Pilkings  now  exercises  what  Foucault  describes  as  epistemic
violence’  that  demonstrates  the  superiority  of  power  which  entails  the
notion that the ruling class determine the norms and values in society as
he orders the forceful incarceration of the Elesin Oba.
Pilkings: Amusa’s report listen! I have a report that it

come to information that one prominent chief,
namely  the  Elesin  Oba  ,  is  to  commit  death
tonight  as  a  result  of  native  custom.  Because
this  is  criminal  offence  I  await  further
instruction at charge office. Sergeant Amusa (p.
26).

While reading Amusa’s report the district officer is acquainted with the
fact that  a prominent chief  will  commit ritual  suicide at midnight.  The
discourse between husband and wife now centres on the belief system of
the indigenes. 
Jane: Did I hear you say commit death?
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Pilkings: Obviously he means murder?
Jane: You mean ritual murder?
Pilkings: Must be …. You think you’ve stamped it all out bit it

always looking under the surface somewhere (p. 26)..
Husband and wife decide to make sure of the information from Amusa
and invite their house boy joseph who has converted to Christianity.
Pilkings:  Joseph are you a Christian or not.

Joseph: yes sir (p. 27)..
Joseph reveals what is about to happen from a Christian perspective. Ha
tells  that  according  to  native  law  and  custom before  the  king  will  be
buried  who  died  last  month  a  prominent  chief  the  Elesin  Oba  will
accompany him to heaven by committing ritual suicide tonight which is a
burial rite. Pilkings recognises the chief concerned and remembers how
they have clashed in the past when Pilkings assisted his son to travel out
of the land as the first son of his father. This singular act made the Elesin
Oba to lay a curse on Mr Pilkings for incarcerating him by showing force
the colonial master have on the colonised. Joseph narrates the meaning of
the drum signals to Pilkings that a prominent chief has to die tonight.
           The club house where western ways are learnt Pilkings gives a note
to Joseph to deliver to Amusa to interrupt the processional exercise of the
people. Amusa confronts the women in procession and is driven back as
the women mimic Amusa then the Elesin Oba appears with the stained
cloth showing he has just dis-virgin his bride as the women cheer him on.
The scene shifts to the residency of the colonial master at the reception of
Olunde,  Elesin’s  son  who  arrived  aboard  the  same  vessel  with  the
residency having heard the news of his father’s death as he comes home to
assume  the  reigns  of  the  horseman  from  his  father  and  hears  what
happened  that  his  father  had  been  arrested  by  the  district  officer.  He
confronts Jane Pilkings wife of the district officer and they exchange ideas
on the disparity between the ways of the European and African western
civilization and African customs and tradition. She tells him of the ills of
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ritual suicide, while he tells her of the ills of false propaganda in western
thought.  He  tells  her  of  how he  has  stayed  for  four  years  among  her
people  and  has  seen  the  difference  between  ritual  suicide  and  mass
suicide. 
Olunde: No I am not shocked Mrs. Pilkings , you forget That I

have  now  spent  four  years  among  your  people,  I
discovered chat you have no respect for what you do
not understand (p.50).

He tells her of the senseless war been fought by her people how the people
at  home  are  fed  with  false  propaganda  while  hey  that  are  running
emergency  services  have  seen  the  true  picture  of  mass  suicide  being
committed by young men in the name of a senseless war. While the people
responsible for the wars are busy dancing in ball rooms. The aide-de-camp
a subaltern feeling superior to a well-trained African doctor comes in and
confronts Olunde for having not prostrated before him meets Jane Pilkings
and she tells him he is doing the right thing. Olunde appeals to him to see
his father of which he is refused as he then goes in and commits suicide in
place of  his  father.  When his  body is  brought  before the father  he too
strangles  himself  with  his  handcuff  and dies.  Hereafter  Mr Pilkings  is
dumbfounded  as  he  is  confronted  with  double  horsemen.  Here  Mr
Pilkings who thinks he is doing the right thing by trying to stop Elesin
Oba’s ritual sacrifice is seen by the people as denigrating their tradition.

Conclusion 
Post  colonialism  discourse  has  impacted  meaningfully  on  the  African
intellectual space but its impact has not been felt much by the people as it
adopted elevated language to present itself to the people as the ordinary
people has not felt its impact in terms of development. Most theoreticians
and intellectuals  of  post-colonial  discourse have found themselves  as  a
replacement of the colonial masters hence in discourse their language has
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been described by Adebayo Williams as aimless linguistic virtuosity while
Afrif  Drilik accuses them of mystification and obsufucation while Alex
Callinicos observes that they have reduced social processes to questions of
semiotics. The play death and the kings horseman even though written in
colonial times was a clear manifestation of colonial events. The playwright
has not given a proactive convention to the colonial experience but uses
his  mastery  of  the  colonial  language  of  expression  in  description  of
colonial  events depicting a clash of  civilizational  morality.  The colonial
master neglect of tradition and culture has led to two deaths instead of one
which we see his  neglect  of  a  peoples  culture by imposing his  own is
resisted by even those trained in western ways as we see in the character of
Olunde who still holds fast to traditional belief systems has it unfolded in
this post-colonial test.  For everything in African concept of life there are
certain accompanying privileges. 
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