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Abstract
The problem of Nigeria is not educational system because with a
high speed Nigerian educational system is pursuing the developed
countries in the world, but patriotic leaders is Nigeria’s bankrupt
and the epitome of underdevelopment and many chaos and collapse
in the  country at  large.  Greed,  unpatriotic  leaders  and political
instabilities  has eaten deep into the political practice of  Nigeria,
thus negating educating for patriotic  citizens. This work X-rays
the possibility of educating for patriotism in Nigeria. It discovered
that due to bad governance, educating for patriotism will not be
possible. It also delves into the relationship between patriotism and
national  development.  The  paper  concludes  that  educating  for
patriotism could only be achieved only if Nigeria practiced good
governance, i.e government that will be committed to the welfare of
her citizens as well  as rule of laws that will guarantee freedom,
equity and rights to her citizens.

Introduction
Education all  over the world has been preserved as a tool  for national
development. This is because education develops the human person who
in turn develops his society, thus, education produces the manpower of a
nation. Hence, scholars assert that, no society (nation) develops above its
educational system. The importance of education in relation to human and
societal development should not be over emphasized. Based on this, the
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United Nations stipulated twenty six percent (26%) of its member country
annual budget to be invest on education.  Education doesn’t play this role
through magic,  but through its content “knowledge, skills and values”.
Knowledge which is the cardinal aim of education is acquired through
learning; so in educational system, teaching plays a crucial role as it is a
method of  imparting knowledge,  skills  and values.  Ali  (2010) observed
that “the most important step in the implementation process of any given
system  of  education  is  imparting  the  knowledge  to  the  learner”.  In
teaching learners center is the top priority, hence the teacher creates an
enabling environment conducive for inculcating knowledge.

Teaching is an act by which a teacher inculcates knowledge to the
learners.  A  teacher  is  a  highly  knowledgeable  person  who  imparts
knowledge,  skills  and  values  to  the  learner.  The  twenty  first  century
(21st)educational  system has  moved to  learners’  center,  hence  a  teacher
stands as a facilitator, the learners center is hold to high esteem, the ability
of the teacher to imbibe this proves the level of knowledge he has and thus
shows in his teaching process at the same time learns from the learners. In
buttressing this fact Musa (2010) cited Akinpelu thus; “A teacher can never
truly  teach  unless  he  is  still  learning  himself.  A  lamp  can  never  light
another lamp unless it continues to burn its own flame. Thus a teacher
needs  to  develop  himself  intellectually  if  he  will  assist  the  intellectual
development of his students”. So a teacher is a facilitator of teaching and
learning  process.   He is  a  transmitter  of  knowledge,  skills  and values,
which is the main concern of education. Knowledge, skills and values is
the major content of education. One of the values that education imparts is
patriotism; therefore,  this  work will  examine these concepts;  patriotism
and education to remove the ambiguity behind their understanding for
proper comprehension and application. It will also justify the possibility
of educating Nigerian citizens for patriotism. It will also look at patriotism
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and national development,  finally the paper will  ex-rays the challenges
and the prospect of educating for patriotism in Nigeria.

Concept of Patriotism
Patriotism as a concept is derived from the adjective patriotic. It is a

moral-political as well  as moral concept.  This is because it  is  a societal
value  acquired  through  education  and  could  wisely  be  exhibited  only
when political situation is favorable. Elechi (2015:145) Citing New website
defined patriotism as “Zealous love for one’s country”. This kind of love is
not mere love for ones country, but entails when a citizen is proud of his or
her country, and is ready to sacrifice personal interest for the good of the
country  (Mammser  1989:77).  Sacrifice  could  be  material,  time  or  even
one’s life to the good and survival of one’s country. Based on sacrifice of
one’s life for the betterment of his country Elechi (2015:46) affirmed that;
“In  its  extreme  form,  patriotism  involves  the  subordination  of  one’s
interest and life to the cause of the country such as is the case when a
Palestinian youth decides to engage in suicide in the middle-east crises.”
This means that a citizen could choose to give up his life for the defense of
his  country.  But  for one to  give up his  life for  the sake of  his  state or
country, requires Good Governance. If the rulers/leaders are committed to
the  welfare  of  the  citizens  of  their  country,  it  is  only  then that  citizen
defends their country wholeheartedly. To be patriotic is more than mere
defending of the politician(s) that makes rule or catering for the sake of
regaining political power or their selfish aim. So what motivates patriotic
act in a state or country is the belief that the country or state is committed
to the welfare of her citizens which Elechi called “Common Good”. It is
noteworthy  that  a  patriotic  citizen  must  be  autonomy  in  action  not
politically  motivated  neither  will  he  accept  Government  policy
foolishly/blindly or ignorantly. He must criticize constructively when it is
required, defend his country against bad leadership, question government
bad policies and stand out to speak for his people. 
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Concept of Education
The  concept  of  education  is  controversial  in  definition.  This  is

because it means different thing to different persons and different period.
Based on this, Peters (1967:1) asserted that 

Education is a concept which is not very close to
the  ground.  By  this  I  mean  that  it  is  not  a
concept  like  ‘red’  which  picks  out  a  simple
quality, like ‘horse’ which picks out an object, or
like  ‘running’  or  ‘smiling’  which  picks  out
observable occurrences.

 Nwafor (2007) lending credence to the statement above affirmed
the  concept  as  a  “Chameleon”  because  of  its  dynamic  nature;  in
responding to the needs and aspiration of social milieu, especially with
regard to the cultural value.

Etymologically,  education  is  derived  from  two  Latin  words;
‘Educare’ which means “to form” or ‘to train’, John Lock and his fellow
realist held this view. The second meaning of education is derived from
“Educere” which means to “lead out”. This represents the view of idealist
philosophers.  There  is  disagreement  between these  two words  both  in
meaning  and scope.  For  this  reason,  it  may not  be  held  firmly  as  the
meaning of education most especially in this century. In contending, Osaat
(2011:82)  following Omordu Lamented that “Conceptualizing education
from the etymological point of view is not tenable as the two root words
are not the same in meaning and scope. Education is more than training as
well as leading out; but very controversial in nature.” Akinpelu concluded
that  “The  concept  of  education  is  a  vague  in  that  it  applies  to  many
activities  and  process.”  This  means  that  education  constitutes  may
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activities, and there is no one activity termed educational. Okoh (2003:13)
outlined  three  ways  of  using  the  concept,  they  are:  as  a  process,  as  a
product and as discipline.  In his words, “Education as a process is the
activity of preserving, developing and transmitting the culture of a people
from one generation to another.” This is in line with Nnyerere’s view as he
perceived education as “the process whereby one generation passes on to
the next its knowledge and wisdom”. Education as a product refers to the
“Change, whether overt or convert, implicit or explicit which education is
to bring about” Education as a discipline” is  a  body of  systematic and
organized  knowledge”.  Aminigo  and  Nwokugha  (2013:20)  following
Fafunwa defined education as . . . . “The process by which young child or
adult  develops  his  abilities  and  other  behavioral  forms  which  are  of
positive or acceptable values to the society”.

Elechi (2015:59) following castle defined Education as “The art of
acquisition and utilization of knowledge. To Okafor (1981:16) education is
“… a process of acculturation through which the individual is helped to
attain the development of his potentialities and their maximum activation
when  necessary  according  to  right  reason  and  to  achieve  thereby  his
perfect self fulfillment.” In words of Amaele (2010:231) education is “every
conscious effort made by man to establish, develop, and impact knowledge
to man” Looking at these various definitions, one would understand that
education  involves  transmission  of  worthwhile  disposition  for  better
society.  Patriotism is  one  among the  values  that  education is  meant  to
impart to the recipients. How do these concepts relate to each other?  

Education and Patriotism
So far, after analyzing the two concepts; patriotism and education,

we need to observe their areas of relationship and relevancy. Education is
meant for the human person who acquired knowledge and values and
become educated. Patriotism is one of the values that education imparts
for the progress of man and his society. According to Amaele (2007:84);
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Values are our behavours, believes and dispositions that are very much
cherished  by  a  particular  society.  Values  are  standard  of  conduct,
efficiency, or worth which a society endorses, maintains and even transmit
to her member”. Education itself is a valued venture. It is based on this
that Okoh (2003:86) affirmed that “Education is the testing laboratory of
human values”. So patriotism is one of those cherished dispositions which
education imparts to the recipients which they in turns put into practice
for  better  society.  Patriotism is  an act  practicable by individual  for  the
betterment of the society. It is a moral as well as political concept meant
for a better society, and society is made up of human persons who could
be patriotic if the situation guarantees it. Education is for the progress of a
society that is why it  is  seen as the tool for societal  development,  then
patriotism is an act exhibits for the sustenance of the progress in a society.
Both concepts are for the progress of the society but not for individual
progress alone. No one become patriotic for himself but for his country,
state  or  society  also  no  one  is  educated  for  himself  alone  but  for  his
society.  Education  develops  man,  who  in  turn  exhibits  the  values  he
acquired  from  education  in  his  society  and  one  of  these  values  is
patriotism. This shows that patriotism is the product of education and at
the same time, both concepts are meant for the progress and development
of the society. Education and patriotism survives under good governance
and they are not forced into an individual. Elechi (2015) lending credence
to this avers thus; “It must be realized that patriotism cannot be forced just
as  education  cannot  take  place  with  unwilling  clients.  Both  concepts
require an enabling environment for their growth”. Patriotism is not an
inbuilt  value,  but acquired through education and serves as one of the
values  that  could  sustain  good  governance  in  a  country,  and  good
governance helps in the provision of quality education. So education and
patriotism are relevance as they complement each other for better society.
In other words; through education patriotism is acquired, and it is one of
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the values that sustains good governance which helps in the provision of
quality education. 

Patriotism and National Development
There is no gain disputing the fact about the relationship between

patriotism and national development. A patriotic leader is the one who
have zealous love for  his  country  as  against  personal  interest.  When a
leader  is  proud  of  his/her  country  and  is  ready  to  sacrifice  personal
interest for the good of his country, such a leader is patriotic and at such
committed to provide good life for his people in-fact “Common goods”
becomes his watchword. Eneh and Okolo (2010) citing Thornhill defined
common  good  as  “a  good  or  benefit  human  persons  can  only  attain
through  the  coordination  of  their  several  activities.”  They  further
lamented that “Common goods” are “those things which make up the
good of the society as a whole”.  According to them such goods are:

The collection of public commodities and services, the
roads, ports, school, etc, a sound fiscal condition of the
state and its militant power, the body of just laws, good
customs  and  wise  institutions,  which  provides  the
nation  with  its  structure,  the  heritage  of  its  great
historical remembrance, its symbols and its glories, its
living traditions and cultural treasures.

 They  also  added that  “the  sum or  sociological  integration  of  all  civil
conscience, political values and sense of right and liberty; of all activity,
mutual  prosperity  and  spiritual  riches  of  unconsciously  operative
hereditary  wisdom,  of  moral  rectitude,  justice,  friendship,  happiness,
virtues and heroism in the individual lives of its members.” Provision of
all these goods mentioned above are attributes of good governance. Good
governance as perceived by Shaaba (2012) as earlier stated is “consistent,
coherent and rational  use of  authority to manage the affairs  of people,
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with  the  ultimate  aim  of  taking  care  of  their  welfare  needs  in  all
ramifications.”  The visibility of  patriotic  leadership is  good governance
and  good  governance  is  visual  in  development.  Turning  beam  to
development; what then is development?

Development  as  Rodney  (2009:1)  perceived  it  is  “many  sided
process”  According  to  him,  “At  the  level  of  the  individual,  it  implies
increased  skill  and  capacity,  greater  freedom,  creativity,  self  discipline,
responsibility  and,  material  well-being”.  At  the  level  of  social  groups,
Rodney viewed it as “an increasing capacity to regulate both internal and
external relationship” while on the economic sector, development implies
increase capacity for dealing with the environment by its members. Okolo
(2012)  perceived  development  as  the  “provision  and  development  of
physical infrastructure such as roads, flyovers, bridges, sports complexes,
tourist  centers,  airports,  seaports,  railway,  five  star  hotels,  high-rise
secretariats and other similar complexes, etc”. Looking at all the indices of
development, they can only be provided by a good and patriotic leader.
Now it is clear that patriotic leadership leads to good governance and it is
linked  with  the  provision  of  good  life  to  the  citizens  (welfare).  These
goods that give the citizens good life are the indices of development as we
have seen above.
Therefore,  development  is  a  product  of  good  governance,  while  good
governance  is  also  a  product  of  patriotic  leadership.  It  is  only  when a
leader has zealous love for his country then such leader will be committed
for the provision of the citizen’s welfare which gives them good life. It is a
patriotic leader that will be proud and committed to the betterment of the
citizens. When these goods and services afford mentioned are available for
citizens, good life are inevitably only then such society will be perceived
as  being  developed.  The  availability  of  numerous  mineral  resources,
science and technology and raw materials  are not bedrock for  national
development, but the availability of patriotic leadership that will manage
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these resources to better the life of the citizens. Ogundowale (2004:93) in
his view affirmed that; 

Development is not so much a matter of what we
have, but of what we do with what we have; how
we do it and how well. Development, this is the
desire  and  ability  to  use  what  is  available  to
continuously improve the quality of life,  liberate
people from the hazardous poorer and influence
of  natural  geographical,  socio-historical,  and
world environment.

The experience of Nigeria has made this position abundantly clear. The
availability  of  crude  oil  without  patriotic  leadership  kept  us  in  this
position of  underdevelopment that  we are experiencing in  the  country
today.  To the dismay of Nigerian citizens that a country like Nigeria that
was endowed with numerous natural resources still rated as one of the
most poorest countries in the world. This is why Achebe in his book ‘The
Trouble with Nigeria’ lamented that “The unwillingness or inability of its
leaders to rise to the responsibility, to the challenge of personal example
which is the hallmarks of true leadership.” This is the case with Nigeria.
With a backshift to view the points and definitions of development, it is
obvious  without  contradiction  that  patriotic  leadership  produces  good
governance and good governance leads to national development.  So what
are the challenges of educating for this value in Nigeria?

Challenges of Education for Patriotism in Nigeria
Nigeria  is  the  most  populous  country  in  Africa,  endowed  with

numerous mineral and human resources. She is also blessed with arable
agricultural land which positioned the country in past among the leading
producer  of  Groundnut,  Palm  oil,  Cocoa  and  Rubber,  before  her
independent in the year 1960. Currently, she is the 6 th highest producer of
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Crude Oil in the world with the estimate of  about 2 million barrels  of
Crude Oil daily.

Unfortunately, how to manage these abundance natural resources
to better the life of her citizens becomes an issue for concern. The problem
as Okolo (2015) cited Achebe says is “leadership problem”. He lamented
that  “One  easily  remembers  to  respect  the  view  of  Professor  Chinua
Achebe that the trouble with Nigeria is her leadership”.

According to Achebe as cited by Eneh and Okolo on the issue of
‘Leadership problem’ says is “The unwillingness or inability of its leaders
to rise to the responsibility, to the challenge of personal examples which
are the hallmark of true leadership.” Akpotor (2015) lamented that “The
problem is that the government which is needed to defeat at corruption is
the core of the problem in Nigeria”. He further lamented that; 

It is government that has contributed most to lowering
the moral tone of Nigerian society. It is in government
that  corruption  thrives  most;  wasting  resources  we
need, defeating all prospects of patriotism and turning
all of us into hardened cynics with no concern for the
public  good,  no  faith  in  public  morality  or  even  in
possibility.
  

Absence of patriotic leaders in Nigeria has ruined the country, positioned
her among the poorest in the world. Nigeria is begging in the midst of
plenty because of bad leadership. Bad governance or leadership brings
underdevelopment to a society, because citizens of such society would not
work collectively for the progress of the society. Hence the citizens would
not progress; it would be difficult for such stagnant society to progress.
Shaaba (2010) viewed the consequences of bad governance in Nigeria as;
 

 The overall consequence of bad governance in Nigeria
which has been explained as poverty of philosophy
include;  dilapidated  structures,  death  trap  roads,
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ineffective public hospitals, crises ridden educational
system,  poorly  managed  economy,  failing  social
services, increase in corruption and dwindling public
hope for better future.

If  we  agree  that  patriotism  is  one  of  the  values  that  could  be
acquired through education and our educational system is crises ridden as
observed  by  Shabba,  would  such  education  impart  patriotism?  When
citizens’ rights are denied from them, would such citizen exhibits patriotic
acts? 

Bad governance in Nigeria has been observed all over the world to
the extent that Hilary Clinton the wife of formal United States of America
President  Bill  Clinton,  described  Nigeria  as  a  country  where  two  (2)
million barrels of oil are produced daily, yet poverty rate has gone up from
46 percent to 76 percent, over the last 13 years, a country where 300 billion
dollars were lost in the last three decade and a country where all the above
were found to be the outcome of failure of governance at the local, state
and  federal  levels.  Elechi  and  Nsirim  (2010)  quoted  Professor  Patrick
Wilmot, the Jamaican born Sociologist and one time lecturer at Ahmadu
Bello  University,  Zaria  who  also  described  Nigeria  in  his  book  “The
Nightmare Scenario”
 says; 

After almost half a century of independence, Nigeria the
potential super power of Africa has traveled in reverse
gear. If Nigeria had been a motor vehicle it would have
been  scrapped  and  the  scrap  dealer  would  probably
have refused the metal  because of  its  flaws.  On every
measure of performance for a state with its wealth and
material resources, Nigeria has been a failure. Nothing
works  from health,  education,  housing,  manufactures,
telephone, roads; the historical record is almost blank. In
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a  thousand  years  scholars  could  look  back  and sigh;
there is no sign that wise men once ruled.

In  this  kind of  situations,  is  it  easy  for  her  citizens  to  be  patriotic?  A
country that the president publicly said that “public interests override the
rule  of  law”,  a  country  where  freedom  of  speech  is  termed  “Hate
Speeches”. In short, looking at these situations, it will be hard to exhibit
patriotic act. Educating for patriotism would not be possible in this kind of
situation. 

Possibiltity of Educating For Patriotism
The  major  task  of  government  all  over  the  world  is  to  provide

required social amenities to better the life of its citizen. These amenities
which are procured with state /public money constitute what Eneh and
Okolo  (2015)  called  “Common  goods”  which  according  to  Aristotle
supplies “a good life” to citizens of society. In their words, “ One of the
fundamental concern of political societies is the question of the common
good  or  the  goods  communally  procured  by  societies  themselves  for
individual  members or group in their quest for what Aristotle calls ‘  a
good life”. 

Good life is the aim of every good government and it is also the aim
of every wise voter in democratic governance. Common good(s) are those
things which the citizens of a country or society needs for their good life.
Some  of  what  constitutes  common  goods  includes:  The  road,  schools,
ports, security, hospitals, effective transportation system, electricity, good
water  etc,  in addition to  these are:  The rule of  law,  freedom of speech
(human rights) political values and sense of liberty, friendship and good
relationship between the leaders and the leads. The totality of all these are
under  the  umbrella  of  Good  governance.  Shaaba  (2015)  defined  good
governance  as  “a  consistent,  coherent  and  rational  use  of  authority  to
manage the affairs of people, with the ultimate aim of taking care of their
welfare needs in all ramifications.” he further affirmed that “the rules and
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regulations  guiding the  authority  should also  be  stated in  a  clear  and
unambiguous  terms  so  as  to  avoid  unnecessary  confusion  and
controversies that may prevent meaningful progress and development.”
Government  should  be  responsible  to  her  citizens  by  providing  all  it
requires to attain a good life. Only when there is good governance that
could provide common goods as stated above, only then, her citizens are
expected to  be patriotic.  Elechi  (2015:156)  put  it  this  way:  “Only when
good  government  is  seen  to  have  been  assured,  would  our  national
anthem be meaningful and appreciated.” It is only when government is
committed to the service of her citizens, then citizens would wake to serve
their fatherland in love collectively, for unity and progress. The qualities
needed on leaders of various levels of government in Nigeria to ensure
patriotic  citizens  are  honesty,  sincerity,  and  sense  of  Justice,  fairness,
hardworking,  transparency,  accountability  and love  for  citizens.  Only a
fool buys a product when there is no quality in it as Elechi affirmed is real.
Then can patriotic act lead to national development?

Conclusion
Patriotism as one of  the values obtained through education could only
play-out  when  there  is  good  governance.  Good  governance  leads  to
national development. Therefore, It is only when government is seen to be
responsible for the welfare of her citizens that educating for patriotism
will be possible and meaningful, else no one want to waste his life without
regard. 
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