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Abstract 
The overwhelming enthusiasm with which men, women and youths in 

Ogba get involved in politics typifies their republican nature. This paper 

examines the scheduling of election on Saturdays in Nigeria and its effect 

on Sabbath worshipers in Ogbaland cum Nigeria in general. The paper 

notes that political participation including voting is an indicator of the 

political consciousness of any society.  It observed that Ogbaland for 

example with a population of about a hundred thousand inhabitants and 

close to 10% as Sabbath worshippers. Yet, while Sunday worshippers with 

similar percentage and adherents of other faith are considered while 

scheduling political activities, Saturday worshippers are overlooked. The 

paper adopts a phenomenological approach in the discussion. The study 

concludes that electoral activities in Nigeria should be improved upon to 

accommodate the interest of adherents of different religions and sects in 

the country. The paper opines that voting in Ogbaland cum Nigeria 

should be scheduled on working day, staggered and if possible done 

electronically as a way forward. 

 

Introduction 

The overwhelming enthusiasm with which men, women and youths in 

Ogba get involved in politics typifies their Republican nature. Prior to the 

introduction of western style politics, the people practiced a Republican 

system of political administration. From the household through the 

compound family, lineage and community, the people maintained different 

layers of political authority. Here, the practice of political representation 

has been an integral aspect of Ogba tradition. 
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Throughout Ogba, public affairs were administered by a council of elders 

nominated by the people, each representing his lineage or kindred in the 

village council. These representatives were supported by one or two 

immediate elders still from their kindred and they adjudicate on matters 

bordering on the peoples well-being. 

  

Following the introduction of Western style government, Ogba had a 

sizeable number of government ranked chiefs who represented the people 

in the native courts. As it were, the activities of these warrant chiefs opened 

another vista of political consciousness. Moreso, as political authority was 

removed from the hand of the people to an institution called government.  

 

Another remarkable event which took place in the early twentieth century 

in Ogba was the coming of Christianity. By 1900, the Roman Catholic 

Church had made in-road into Ogba. This was followed by the Niger Delta 

Pastorate Church in 1907 and United Native African Church (First African 

Church Mission) in 1933. Similarly, Sabbath churches also came. In 1922, 

the Sabbath Day Native Church was established. The Seventh Day 

Adventist joined in 1927, while the Church of God (which also worshipped 

on Saturday) found its way to Ogba in 1933. (Obodoegbulam, 1991). With 

these, Ogba have a sizeable Christian population who worshipped either 

on Saturday or Sunday.     

 

Beginning from the pre-independence era through the first Republic to the 

present, the tempo of political activity in Ogba has maintained a rising 

profile. This is irrespective of the fact that it is one of the minority ethnic 

nationality in the Niger Delta region of Nigeria, it had produced two 

senators, two ministers, four House of Representative members and so 

many members of State House of Assembly. 

 

In the 2010 voter’s registration, Ogba recorded a high voting strength as 

reflected in the register of voters. 97 pooling units and a total number of 
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about 63,000 registered voters. Some analysts attribute this to the fact that 

the registration was spread over two weeks. 

 

The gains of the pre-independence political activists created serious 

political awareness on the people. Today, every man, woman and youth in 

Ogba look forward to participating in the election process. However, given 

the Nigerian political scenario, many have conversed political aloofness if 

the church must maintain its sanctity. Others contend that the secular 

society need the church. The purpose of this article is to appreciate politics 

as a process of human development.  It also examines the place of the 

church in the political process and how the Saturday worshippers in 

Ogbaland in particular and Nigeria in general have been excluded in this 

political process owing to the fact that elections in Nigeria are mainly 

scheduled on Saturdays. To this end, the paper adopts the 

phenomenological approach in the discussion. It compared the population 

ration of Sabbath/Sunday worshippers in Ogbaland and suggests that 

election activities should be restructured to accommodate the interest of 

everyone in the society.     

 

Theoritical Framework:  

The social contract theory is a supposition that a people’s moral and or 

political obligation to the state, are dependent on a contract or agreement 

among them, to form the society they inhibit. Social contract theorists like 

Hobbes, Locke and Rousseau, postulate that man by nature is free. 

However, to enable him preserve his freedom, he has to integrate his 

freedom with that of others; to forestall tyrannical tendencies. 

 

In the view of Appadorai (2004) the idea of a government was largely 

employed by the defenders of popular liberty to enable citizens to resist the 

claim of rulers to absolute dominion over their subject. 
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In the spirit of the social contract, it was wrong for any individual to Lord 

himself over the citizens. Given this scenario, person who sets over the 

others is for the simple purpose that he might rule justly, given to everyone 

his due, aiding good men and coercing bad people. And if under any 

circumstance he violates the agreement, disturbing and confounding 

everything which he vowed to protect, he automatically loses the loyalty of 

his subject. Another essential ingredient of the social contract is that citizens 

pledge their unalloyed loyalty to the state. To this end, Socrates explained 

to Grito, why he must remain in prison to await his execution instead of the 

option of escape to another Greek city. In the social contract, relationship 

between the citizens and law of the state is not coerced. In the state under 

the social contract, citizens are not cofounded to remain if they are 

dissatisfied but having resolved to say, are encouraged to conduct 

themselves within the confines of the law as heroic citizens. Socrates asserts 

that as a loyal citizen of the state, he must stay and face the death penalty 

in total submission to the state. 

 

Finally, the social contract theory amplifies the fact that the state is a social 

creation to promote the people’s sovereignty, security, freedom, justice and 

equity. Locke sums this up when he opines that “in the state of nature, men 

are free and equal. He   goes on to say that the law of reason commands that 

no one shall impair the life, health, freedom and/or the possession of 

another. 

 

Politics and Political Participation   

In every society, participation in the political process is an inalienable right 

of citizens. The Nigerian Constitution captures this as one of the 

fundamental rights of every citizen. According to Nweke (2009, 2013), “this 

refers to the basic right an individual enjoys for being in existence or alive”. 

Appatorai (2004) identified one of those rights, as the right to vote or be 

voted for. Jatau (2008) states that this right must be without discrimination 
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on ground of sex, religion, race or language. In this wise, all citizens must 

be allowed to enjoy this fundamental rights as enshrined in the constitution.  

 

The right to lawful assembly is another of the fundamental rights. This 

follows the provision in the 1999 constitution of the Federal Republic of 

Nigeria as amended section 40, 41 and 42. The spirit of these sections is that 

every Nigerian shall have the right to associate with men and women of 

his/her choice. This includes the right to form or belong to any political 

party for the simple purpose of pursuing his/her political ambition Nweke 

(2013). 

 

Soliciting or canvassing for political support is or remains one of the 

beauties of democracy. Owing to the fact the citizen enjoys the freedom to 

pursue his political interest, involvement in partisan politics from the 

period of party formation; election nearing campaign and assumption of 

political position are the symbols of a free and viral society. 

 

Political gladiators content that enormous benefit follow partisan politics or 

democratic dispensation. “Politics affect economic development, for it is the 

process of persuading the government to act in certain ways, and it is a 

means of getting things accomplished. It also accounts for all the 

negotiations, arguments, discussions and application of force and 

persuasions by which an issue is agitated or resolved” Kunhiyop (2008). 

Obodegbulam (2008) quoting Ake in Alapiki (2001) defines politics as “a 

form of struggle and competition more especially the competition to control 

the commanding height of the state where the main decisions about public 

and politics are made and enforced”. 

 

The positive arguments in favour of political participation 

notwithstanding, politics in Nigeria is dirty and deadly. Prior to the 2007 

presidential election, some of the frontline politicians in the ruling party 

like Obasanjo declared that the election that year was a do or die affair”. 
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The issue of God-fatherism still remains an intractable problem in Nigeria. 

Party primaries are characterized by selection as against election. A 

situation where all election results are contested in the court of law cast 

aspersion on the credibility of Nigeria’s electoral process. 

 

Christians and Partisan Politics 

In Christendom, doctrinal differences as well as differences in days of   

worship remains an unending controversy. While some Christian 

denominations like Roman Catholics, Anglican, Baptist, Assemblies of God, 

Deeper Life Bible Church worship on Sunday, others like Seventh Day 

Church of God, Seventh Day Adventist, Holy Sabbath and Church of God 

Seventh Day, worship on Saturday. Christian denominations like Jehovah’s 

Witness and God’s Kingdom society (GKS) have no particular day of 

worship. However, they use Sunday’s for their door-to-door outreach. 

Some of these churches like Roman Catholic, and Seventh Day Adventist 

preach political involvement while others like Faith Tabernacle, Jehovah’s 

Witness, and support political aloofness. 

 

Abstinence or involvement of the church in the political process in Nigeria 

still remain a contending question. While some church leaders like 

Elkannah Hanson and Christy Okotie argue that the church cannot divest 

itself from the political activities of the society where it finds itself, others 

like W.F. Kumuiyi and G.D. Numbere maintain that the church is in the 

world but not of the world. On the contrary, Nyoyoko and Owete (2006) 

hold that both are two parts of a single whole. That the church cannot 

separate itself from state activities so long as it remains and continue to 

operate in the society.  

 

According to some scholars, if Christians stand for the truth, they cannot 

help but get involved in partisan politics. They go on to say that in the Old 

Testament, Joseph and Daniel worked closely with the powers that be. 
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Through their ingenuity, they ensured a better life for the people of their 

generation. 

 

There is the popular saying that “when the righteous rules, the people 

rejoice” (Provb.29v2). Despite all criticisms, the church is the epitome of 

morality, justice and equity. To get involved in partisan politics, these 

Christian virtues be applied in managing the affairs of the general public. 

 

Indeed, the secular society need a credible and purposeful leadership. 

According to the St John’s Gospel, believers are “The salt and light of the 

world”. Therefore, the church will help to reposition the secular society 

along the part of Godliness. 

 

As noted earlier in this study, Christians argue that they are in the world 

but not of the world. While they interact with the secular society, they are 

careful as “light and darkness have nothing in common”. To be able to 

make the kingdom of God, Christians are admonished to reject all earthy 

pleasures including personal desires. 

 

There are many Christian denominations in Ogbaland; situated in the 

northern margins of Rivers State, Nigeria. According to the National 

Population Commission (NPC) 2006 census, the population of Ogba is put 

at above 100,000 inhabitants. Some worship on Saturdays while others 

observe Sundays as their day of worship. In this wise, Saturday 

worshippers hold tenaciously to the biblical injunction: “Remember the 

Sabbath day to keep it Holy six days shall thou labour and do all your work 

but the Seventh Day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God in it thou shall not 

do any work, nor son nor thy daughter, thy male servant, nor their 

maids/servant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates”. For 

in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in it, and 

rested on the Seventh Day where for the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and 

kept it Holy” (Exodus 20:9-ff KGV).Saturdays worshippers argue that this 
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day of rest mentioned in Exodus is sacrosanct and binding on all Christians 

who ought to worship God that day.  

 

The data below shows the distribution of Sabbath churches in Ogbaland, as 

well as membership per church per community. 

 

Figure 1; Data Presentation 

The Number of Sabbath Churches and Their Membership in Ogbaland 

(From Age 18 and Above) 
 OBOBURU  

1 The church of God (Seventh Day) Denver Colorado  288 

2 The church of God (Seventh Day) Jerusalem Israel  126 

3 Seventh Day Church of God (SDAG) 188 

4 Apostolic Church of God 7th Day  36 

5 Excellent Ministry Church God 7th Day 50 

6 Seventh Day Adventist (SDA) Church 1 76 

7 Seventh Day Adventist (SDA) Church II 39 

8 Jehovah the King Holy Sabbath 36 

9 Christian Church of God (CCG) 25 

 AKABUKA  

1 The Church of God (Seventh Day) Denver Colorado 307 

2 Seventh day Adventist Church 1 and II 421 

3 Seventh Day Church of God (SDAG) 308 

4 The Church of God (Seventh Day) Jerusalem Israel 165 

5 Christian Church of God (CCG) 68 

6 United Believers Mission 29 

7 Glorious Anointed Evangelical Ministry   35 

 OBIOZIMINI  

1 The church of God (Seventh Day)Denver Colorado 252 

2 Calvary Grace Church of God 30 

3 Seventh Day Adventist(SDA) 30 

4 Seventh Day Church of God(SDCG) 35 

5 Apostolic Church of God(Seventh Day) 41 

 EREMA  

1 The Church of God (Seventh Day)Denver Colorado 205 

2 The Church of God(Seventh Day)Jerusalem Israel 86 
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3 Seventh Day Church of God (SDCG) 301 

4 The Real church of God 63 

5 Calvary Redeemed Church of God 82 

6 The Great Church of God 50 

7 Christian Church of God(CCG) 45 

8 Excellent Ministry Church of God 30 

9 United Believers Mission(UBM) 104 

10 Seventh Day Adventist(SDA) 132 

 OBITE  

1 The Church of God (Seventh Day)Denver Colorado 30 

2 The Church of God(Seventh Day)Jerusalem Israel  42 

3 Non Conformist Church of God  80 

4 Seventh Day Adventist(SDA) 50 

5 Seventh Day Church Of God(SDCG) 103 

6 Apostolic Church of God Seventh Day 40 

7 Christian Church of God(CCG) 15 

 OBUKEGI  

1 The Church of God(Seventh Day)Denver Colorado 61 

2 The Church of God(Seventh Day) Jerusalem Israel 104 

3 Excellent Ministry Church of God(Seventh Day) 123 

4 Seventh Day Adventist (SDA) 61 

5 Seventh Day Church of God (SDCG) 103 

 OHIAUGA  

1 Seventh Day Church of God (SDCG) 73 

2 Seventh Day Adventist (SDA) 91 

3 Church of God (Seventh Day) Jerusalem Israel 47 

 ELEHIA  

1 Seventh Day Church of God (SDCG) 35 

2 Seventh Day Adventist (SDA) 42 

3 Church of God (Seventh Day) Jerusalem Israel 33 

 IKIRI  

1 The Church of God (Seventh Day) Jerusalem Israel 52 

2 Seventh Day Adventist (SDA) 62 

 ELIETA  

1 Seventh Day Adventist (SDA) 33 

2 The Church of God (Seventh Day) Jerusalem Israel 50 

 OMOKU  
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1 The Church of God (Seventh Day) Denver Colorado 1&2 354 

2 Seventh Day Adventist (SDA)1,2,3,4&5 1807 

3 Jehovah the King Holy Sabbath 201 

4 Excellent Ministry Church of God 61 

5 Apostolic Church of God Seventh Day 45 

 

 

Figure ii: Data Analysis 
S/No Communities No of churches Their population 

1 Oboburu 9 864 

2 Akabuka 7 1333 

3 Obiozimini 5 388 

4 Erema 10 1098 

5 Obite 7 360 

6 Obukegi 5 452 

7 Ohiauga 3 211 

8 Elehia 3 110 

9 Ikiri 2 114 

10 Elieta 2 83 

11 Omoku 5 2468 

Total 11 58 7481 

 

Figure iii 

The Number of Sunday Churches and Their Membership in Ogbaland 

(From Age 18 and Above) 
 OMOKU  

1 Redeemed Christian Church of God 370 

2 Assemblies of God Church  501 

3 St. Michael Anglican  203 

4 Roman Catholic Church  251 

5 Christ Apostolic Church (CAC) 180 

6 House of Glad Tidies  221 

7 Salvation Ministry  102 

8 Living Faith Church (Winners Chapel) 123 

9 Deeper Life Bible Church  202 

10 Mountain of Fire 200 
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11 Miracle church  105 

12 Cherubim and Seraphim  145 

13 O.P.M. (Omega Power Ministry)  109 

14 Christ Embassy  103 

15 Greater Evangelism World Crusade  201 

16 First African Church  135 

17. Baptist Church  142 

18. C.P.M. 105 

 TOTAL 3398 

 
 OBOBURU 

1 First African Church  185 

2 Redeemed Christian Church of God 101 

3 Anglican  73 

4 C.A.C. (Christ Apostolic Church) 105 

5 Christ Faith 113 

6 Christ the Rock 89 

7 Living Faith Church (Winners chapel) 78 

8 Christ Embassy  86 

9 Deeper life Bible Church  94 

10 Assemblies of God 109 

11 All Believers Fellowship  78 

12 Assemblies of Christ 84 

 TOTAL 1195 

   

 AKABUKA  

1 First African Church  132 

2 Catholic Church  97 

3 Anglican Church  88 

4 Baptist Church   49 

5 Deeper Life Bible Church  102 

6 Assemblies of God 183 

7 Living Faith Church (Winners chapel) 87 

8 The Lord’s Chosen 103 

9 Christ Embassy  115 

10 TOTAL 956 
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 EREMA  

1 Roman Catholic Church  172 

2 Anglican  135 

3 Living Faith Church (Winners chapel)  98 

4 Deeper Life Bible Church  102 

5 Christ Apostolic  97 

6 First African Church 236 

7 Cherubim and Seraphim 78 

8 Assemblies of God 297 

9 OPM (Omega Power Ministry) 83 

10 Redeemed Christian Church of God  49 

11 Christ Embassy  89 

12 Jehovah Witness  67 

13 TOTAL 1503 

   

 OBIOZIMINI  

1 Christ Faith Church 57 

2 Redeemed Christian Church of God 64 

3 Assemblies of God  80 

4 Mountain of Holiness 59 

5 Roman Catholic Church  78 

6 Deeper Life Bible Church  63 

7 TOTAL 401 

 

 
 OBUKEGI   

1 Anglican  78 

2 Assemblies of God Church  85 

3 Deeper Life Bible Church 67 

 TOTAL 230 

  

OBITE 

 

1 Deeper Life Bible Church 74 

2 Assemblies of God 92 

 TOTAL 166 

  

OHIAUGA 

 



South-South Journal of Humanities and international Studies                      Vol.3 No.1 March, 2020 
 

Saturday Worshippers and Political Participation in Ogbaland-Nigeria…      247 

1 Deeper Life Bible Church 49 

2 All Believers Fellowship  53 

3 Anglican  75 

 TOTAL 177 

   

 ELEHIA  

1 Redeemed Christian Church of God  57 

2 Anglican Church  63 

 TOTAL  120 

 IKIRI  

1 Assemblies of God 48 

2 Anglican Church  40 

3 Deeper Life Bible Church  55 

4 First African Church  47 

5 Redeemed Christian Church of God 37 

 TOTAL 227 

 ELIETA  

1 Anglican Church  50 

2 Deeper Life Bible Church  39 

3 Redeemed Christian Church of God 42 

4 Assemblies of God 54 

5 TOTAL 185 

 

 

Figure iv:  Data Analysis 

Churches 
S/N COMMUNITIES NO OF SUNDAY 

CHURCHES 

TOTAL POPULATION 

1 OMOKU  18 3398 

2 OBOBURU 12 1195 

3 AKABUKA 7 956 

4 EREMA 9 1503 

5 OBIOZIMINI 5 401 

6 OBUKEGI 3 230 

7 OBITE 2 166 

8 OHIAUGA 3 177 
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9 ELEHIA 2 120 

10 IKIRI 5 227 

11 ELIETA 4 185 

 TOTAL 70 8558 

 

The data above indicates the number of Sabbath and Sunday churches 

randomly selected in Ogba communities. The analysis shows that, there are 

over fifty-eight Sabbath churches and about seventy Sunday churches 

spread across towns and villages in the area while the Sabbath churches 

have over seven thousand adult members of eighteen years and above, the 

Sunday worshippers have about eight thousand, five hundred and eight 

adult members. The statistics above shows that Saturday worshippers in 

Ogba are almost as many as Sunday worshippers. 

 

The Wayforward 

Ogbaland cum Nigeria is a secular state, with freedom of worship, justice, 

equity and fairness suggest that no one should be disenfranchised on 

grounds of his/her religious inclination hence I make the following 

suggestions: 

i) Nigeria’s electoral system should be reformed. 

i) Government should move days of election from weekend to 

working day. 

ii) To avoid disenfranchising some persons who may not have chance 

to vote on a particular day, election should run for more than one 

day. 

iii) The electoral commission should introduce electronic voting.  

 

Conclusion 

The discourse in this study reveals that Sabbath worshippers in Ogba are 

many. Without doubt, a voting population of over 7.4 percent is significant 

enough not to be neglected in the electoral process of any society whether 

primitive or modern. As it were, this large population understand their 
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civic responsibility and are ready to live up to their billing. Indeed, some 

belong to political parties and are card carrying members. Others even hold 

party positions.  

 

Unfortunately, the electoral process in Nigeria does not give room for 

Sabbath worshippers to exercise their franchise owing to the fact that 

elections in Nigeria are scheduled to take place on Saturdays. In the face of 

this challenge, commitment to their religious persuasion takes prominence 

when placed side by side against politics. This explains why Saturday 

worshippers in Ogba Nigeria readily surrender their franchise instead of 

compromising their worship of God. 

 

However, in a society where citizens’ right is emphasized, justice and 

equity demand that the Nigerian Government should reorganize her 

electoral system to accommodate the views and freedom of these hitherto 

disenfranchised group. On the final note, this study reiterates its earlier 

submission that scheduling elections in Nigeria outside the worship days 

of Friday, Saturday and Sunday and or stretching elections to last for more 

than one day will avail all citizens who would wish to vote in any election, 

to do so.   
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