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Abstract 
The present widespread of kidnapping in Ogun State, South West Nigeria 

is becoming a thing of concern to many well meaning residences in this 

geo-political zone; The prevalence of kidnappers has instilled fear into the 

hearts of residents, such that, many cannot go out freely to pursue their 

legitimate businesses. The paper set out to investigate the features of 

kidnapping, examine the types of kidnapping and highlight the resultant 

consequences of kidnapping on church growth in Ogun State. The study 

adopted a descriptive method. 600 questionnaires were administered 

among Churches in the three senatorial districts of Ogun State. 472 copies 

of questionnaire were retrieved representing 78.7%. Analysis was done 

using simple percentages and frequency count. Findings revealed the 

prevalence of kidnapping, attested to by 368 respondents (77.97%). Also 

460 respondents (97.46%) affirmed that alarming rate of ritual killings is 

connected with kidnapping with attendant consequences. The study 

concluded and recommended that to thwart kidnappings, the church 

must be committed and dedicated to teachings that will raise the security 
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consciousness of the society as she clarify on the prevalence, causes and 

the consequences of kidnapping. The Church must use her stewardship of 

influence to for the societal good. Kidnapping be appraised from other 

religious standpoint and measures to be taken by government to reduce 

high rate of poverty and unemployment. 

 

Key words- Kidnapping, Crime , Insecurity, Religion, Church-Growth  

 

Introduction 

Kidnapping has been referred to by many as abduction or hostage-taking. 

Irrespective of the names by which it is been called, one thing that is certain 

is that, kidnapping is not a noble act. This ignoble act has manifested so 

clearly in recent times in Nigeria, as one of the social vices, perhaps it could 

only be second to drug trafficking in global catalogue of crimes 

(http://www.ambrosiatreatmenter.com/drug-report.php). Kidnapping which is 

the unlawful taking away of a person against the person’s will. It is to hold 

a person in false captivity for payment or as an extension of another crime 

has in recent times become a persistent event in Nigeria, especially in the 

south-south and south east geo-political zones of the country. This has also 

gradually found its way into nearly all the geo political zones especially the 

south western part of where Ogun State was domiciled. 

 

This offense has become prevalent to the extent that Nigeria in the year 2008 

was placed sixth on the global kidnapping index by online tourism site. 

This ranking put the country among countries with serious kidnapping 

problems. Kidnapping as a criminal act goes against one fundamental 

human right, preserved in the UN Charter, and the Constitution of the 

Federal Republic of Nigeria—the freedom of movement. The prevalence of 

this criminal act query government’s ability to curb this criminal activity. 

The media, both print and electronic, are filled with stories of kidnap of 

innocent people. An article in the Guardian of July 24, 2010 was very plain 

in its description: Kidnapping and the Falling State Status of Nigeria.  

 

http://www.ambrosiatreatmenter.com/drug-report.php
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According to crime and safety Report (2016:9) Ogun, Lagos and Ondo 

States in the south-western Nigeria appear to be an epicenter of identity-

related and financial crimes targeting Nigerians, expatriates, U.S. citizens 

and American companies in the U.S. Victims are frequently targeted by 

email in advance fee scams commonly referred to as “419 Scams.” The 

victims are asked to provide funds to assist someone in a business or 

financial transaction for a reward or compensation that the victim never 

sees. Even if the perpetrator is caught, the money is typically not recovered. 

Other variations of these scams involve a victim who believes they are in a 

relationship with someone they have never met in person. As the scam 

progresses, the victim are asked to provide funds to support this individual. 

These scams often center on some type of tragedy (kidnapping, major 

medical incident) claimed by the perpetrator. 

   

Kidnapping is a new booming offense that is presently overwhelming the 

country; the current lucrative ransom challenging strategy has become a 

serious social problem for the Government and people of Nigeria. For 

instance, in the year 2008 Nigeria was placed sixth on the global kidnap 

index by an online tourism site. This rating puts the country Nigeria among 

countries with serious kidnapping problems, behind Philippines, 

Venezuela, Columbia, Brazil, and Mexico (Ujumadu, 2008; Ekpe, 2009). 

Also Ekpe, (2009) reported that Nigeria recorded 512 cases of kidnapping 

and 30 dead persons recorded in 2009. The Nigerian police record shows 

also that in 2009, kidnappers and hostage keepers got N15 million in 

ransoms and about N100 million were collected as ransom in between, 2006 

– 2009. Kidnapping cases in southern Nigeria have been ravaging daily 

(Kyrian, 2009)   

 

In addition to the negative impact of kidnapping on the victims, it also 

comes with huge economic and social costs. It encourages and creates a 

deliberate atmosphere of fear and despairs for all citizens and encumbers 

economic growth and sustainable development. It is thus a major 
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development challenge bedeviling Nigeria today. It drives away 

investment, both foreign direct investments and domestic and 

consequently slows down growth.  

 

Very recently another trending issue is aiming of average Nigerians for 

smaller monetary gains have increased. These hoodlums are now aware 

that the police are hardly ever contacted during a kidnapping and that 

families are quick to pay ransoms for the release of relatives. Kidnappers 

can be particularly brutal and can be expected to physically assault the 

victim and those that delivers ransom money. The methodology involves 

extensive planning by the kidnappers who often have some connection to 

the victim and are aware of the victim’s movements and habits.  The 

incident of kidnapping has affected Nigeria’s image as a nation abroad. The 

paper explores areas of religious intervention towards curbing kidnapping 

and to proffer solution that would be both enduring and peace sustaining. 

 

Objectives of the Study: The main objective of this study is to appraise the 

prevalence of kidnapping in Ogun state in particular and in Nigeria at large. 

Our specific aims are, therefore: 

 

1. to investigate the features of kidnapping in Ogun State 

2. to examine the types of kidnapping in Ogun State and to 

3. highlight the resultant consequences of kidnapping on church 

growth in Ogun State  

 

Statement of the Problem: The offense of kidnapping is at present a 

widespread hazard in Ogun State, south west Nigeria. This fearful trend is 

presently becoming a thing of concern to many well meaning residences in 

this geo-political zone. Kidnapping instilled fear into the hearts of residents, 

such that, many cannot go out freely to pursue their legitimate businesses. 

It has also been noted that many church members cannot come for worship 

services freely because of the dread of kidnappers. This worrisome trend 
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must be stopped because it is at the verge crippling businesses and religious 

activities in Ogun State. 

 

Research Questions 

1. What are the features of Kidnapping in Ogun State?  

2. What are the types of kidnapping in Ogun State?  

3. What are the consequences of kidnapping on church growth Ogun 

State? 

 

Theoretical  Framework 

Conflict Theory: Conflict theory also posits that society is on continuous 

conflicts because of the struggle for its limited resources, the social order is 

sustained by subjugation, domination and power rather than uniformity 

and conformity while those with affluence and wealth hold on to it 

perpetually. The poor suffers (Paedia, 2018). This theory is very relevant to 

this paper because Kidnapping has been explained to be the forceful and 

unlawful acts of taking away of a person against the person’s will or a way 

of holding person in false captivity for payment, or as an extension of 

another crime. All these can be describes as acts of subjugation, dominion 

or wrong use of power infringing on the fundamental right of their victims.  

 

Economic Theory: This theory views kidnapping from economic concept 

of making ends meet, Tzanelli (2006), has raised the idea that kidnapping is 

regulated by the laws of demand and supply and is a type of social action 

that involves the calculation on the most efficient means to the desired ends. 

Kidnapping is a social enterprise and according to The Nation (May 10, 

2002), “kidnappers are businessmen, they just happen to be on the illegal 

side of it. if you deprive them of the demand then there is not going to be 

any supply. This is the reason why perpetrators of this crime choose their 

victims based on their ability to cough out good money (Tzanelli 2006).  
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Conceptual Clarification of Kidnapping 

Kidnapping- Aggressive activities in the Niger Delta region was brought 

about by manipulation of  oil and gas production, before this time and 

incidence, kidnapping as a form of crime was rare and, to most Nigerians, 

unheard of (Odomelam and Omage, 2013). But Akpan (2001) in Yang et al 

(2007) attributed such relative obscurity of kidnapping before the crisis in 

the Niger-Delta region to three factors. These include:  infrequency of 

kidnapping itself, Access to known kidnappers and Data problem on 

kidnapping  problems;  the consequence were that since kidnapping 

comprised an irrelevant proportion of crimes in Nigeria, scholars did not 

judge it useful to direct research interests to such little crime area. Okengwu 

(2011:1) lamented that:  

 

Just before the 1990s, kidnapping for ransom was not a major 

issue in Nigeria, though it may not be entirely true to say that 

it did not exist. People had been kidnapped and sold into 

slavery during the 18th and 19th centuries, others were 

kidnapped from their homes and assassinated as a result of 

quarrels over farmlands, child napping was also not 

uncommon as children were abducted and used for money-

making. 

 

The gradual change of values have brought it to a point of becoming an 

alarming problem since the incentive for abducting people is now the 

demand of huge ransoms. Changes of societal values will lead to 

degeneration in moral behaviour as implied by Obasola (2015) in Olulowo 

(2017) where it was argued that, the concept of morality serves as the 

foundation upon which the construction of a truly righteous and classless 

society rests. Similarly, moral principles form a fundamental aspect of every 

culture as they outline broadly, codes of behaviour or conducts for the 

individual, on the one hand, and the society, on the other. 
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Crime-Asuquo (2009) noted that the term “kidnapping” is difficult to 

define with precision, because it varies from State to State and jurisdiction 

to jurisdiction. The concept kidnapping seems to have begun around 1682 

among those who carry out this crime. American Heritage Dictionary of 

English language stated that the two words ‘kid’ and ‘napper’ were slangs 

the criminals used. Kid which still has an informal meaning little or joke; 

‘napper’ is obsolete slang for a thief, coming from the verb nap, to steal. In 

1678, the year the word was first record, kidnappers piled their trade to 

secure laborers for plantations in colonies in North America (Ehinddero, 

2010).                                                 

 

Kidnapping is a crime of unlawful, forceful seizure and detention of a 

person or persons against his/her or their wish, in anticipation of payment 

of ransom or to settle some scores of disagreement (Linus, 2015). It is a 

restriction of someone else liberty which violates the provision of freedom 

of movement as enshrined in the constitution of Federal Republic of 

Nigeria, where every other law takes its cue from. For this reason, Siegel 

(1986) sees it as a serious offence. Kidnapping by nature is an acquisitive 

crime of a very high violent crime standing which is an offense against the 

value system of a society.  

 

Okonkwo (1980) is of the opinion that kidnapping is broadly inclusive in 

assault. He construed the nature of kidnapping in his comment as 

involving: Any person who unlawfully imprison, and take him out of 

Nigeria, without his consent, or unlawfully imprison any person within 

Nigeria in such a manner as to prevent him from applying to a court for his 

release or from discovering to any other person the place where he is 

imprisoned, or in such a manner as to prevent any person entitled to have 

access to him from discovering the place where he is imprisoned. Is guilty 

of felony and is liable to imprisonment for ten years (Section 364 of Nigeria 

Criminal Code) 
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From the line of thought of Okonkwo one would observe as Ugwu (2010) 

avowed that, there is a dehumanizing tendency involved in the crime of 

kidnapping as it often leads to the death of the victim. The view of Ugwu is 

essentially true because as the kidnapping crime is carried out in our 

country is usually beyond ransom taking, since death is usually a resultant 

consequence for those who cannot or whose people could not meet up with 

the often exorbitant amount called out for as ransom even after a disgracing 

bargain or negotiation. 

 

Nwaorah (2009) viewed kidnapping as an act of an angry man who wants 

to take any person of value hostage, and who could be rescued by loved 

ones. In most cases, victims are often released after payment of ransom.  

Dode (2007) saw kidnapping as a process of forcefully abducting a person 

or group of persons perceived to be the reasons behind the injustice 

suffered by another group. It is “a low-cost, high-yield terror tactics”. This 

was the initial case in the Niger Delta region of Nigeria. 

 

Church-Growth- The church has been identified as the largest and one of 

the most significant groups in the world (Harris 1990; Booth 1993). The 

world is estimated to be composed of about 2.3 billion Christians, which is 

33% of the overall population, and is expected to reach 3 billion by 2050 

(Pew Research Centre, 2017).The Church is a living organism and is 

expected to grow. The book of Matthew 28:19-20 revealed the desire of Jesus 

to have His Church increase. Church Growth is thus an integral part of the 

Church (Jang, 2009).  

 

Church is the English translation of a Greek word (ekklesia) meaning 

“Assembly” or “Gathering” In the Greek translation of the Old Testament 

(the Septuagint) two main words are used for the people of God: assembly 

(ekklesia) and synagogue (synagog). In the New Testament, however, 

“Church” is a collective word to represent a group of people, either all the 

Christians in a particular city (Acts 14:23; 1Cor 1:2 and 2Cor 1:1) or those 



South-South Journal of Humanities and international Studies                      Vol.3 No.2 June, 2020 
 

An Assessment of the Impacts of the Prevalence of Kidnapping…    277 

gathered for worship in a particular house (Rom 16:5; 1Cor 16:19), or all 

Christians in all the churches, the whole church (Mt. 16:18 and Eph. 1:22). 

 

Church never signifies building or a denomination (Harper, 1952 in Moses 

Oke, 2020). Thus, a local church according to McDaniel in Olubi (2008) is a 

body of believers, equal in rank and privileges, administering its affairs 

under the leadership of Christ, united in the belief of what is taught, 

covenanting together to do what He has commanded, and cooperating with 

other like bodies in Kingdom movement. The church growth as an ideology 

has been accepted since the Second World War, and has since gained 

particular recognition after 1955 through the Mission Movement, which is 

one of the several specific church growth movement, alongside with 

Evangelical Movement. Elmer (1981) in Jang (2009) is of the opinion that 

Church Growth is a modern experience that crosses denominational and 

theological lines. It has no ethnic or cultural barrier. 

 

The church in this context represents the views of individual members 

within the church categorizations.  The church growth is multi-

dimensional; it could be spiritual, physical, numerical, financial etc., for any 

form of church growth to be healthy, it has to be all encompassing. Church 

growth as a subject came into prominence in the United States during the 

1970s. Certainly churches were growing before then; churches have been 

growing since Pentecost. But in past ages churchmen have been concerned 

about doctrine and spiritual life. Little was said about practical theology as 

manifested in the methods of ministry. Only in the last decade has church 

growth become a matter of public and academic fascination (Elmer et.al, nd 

in Olulowo, 2019) 

 

According to Olaleye (2012) many pastors actually desire that their churches 

should grow but only very few are ready to pay the price and the sacrificed 

involved in making the church to grow. He averred that several pastors and 

leaders have not learnt and are not ready to put the tested strategies in place 
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to make the church to grow. He argued that church growth is more than just 

talking or wishes, it is a matter of serious work. Not every seed can grow on 

every soil, so churches do not grow automatically under every form of 

condition; they grow only when a good atmosphere is made available for 

them. He contended that growth is not possible where there are no 

consciously planned and viable strategies in place. He opined that if any 

church experienced any kind of growth without observing some viable 

biblically sound strategies / principles the Bible provides enough strategies 

for church growth.  

 

These are strategies that have passed through various tests of time, culture, 

and traditions but still relevant for the moment and at every setting. The 

Bible is the basic text book for church growth. Any strategy that is not 

biblically based cannot grow the church. If it does, it cannot last. Church 

growth must be holistic. For church to experience a balance growth, she 

must experience growth in the following areas: 

 

1. Spiritual Growth-Members of the Church must be saved and properly 

disciple 

2. Numerical Growth- New people must be added to the Church from time 

to time 

3. Physical/Material Growth-There must be structural development 

4. Extension Growth-The Church must break new frontiers by engaging in 

planting of new daughter churches 

5. Social Growth-The church must have good image and positive impact 

on the community. 

6. Financial Growth-The church must be financially buoyant to carry out 

its ministries (Olaleye, 2012: 23-24) 

What true church growth neither is nor are when members are moving from 

one congregation to another. This type growth only affects the numbers 

present at a service. It is not true biblical growth because a soul has not been 

added to the body of Christ when a person changes congregations. This is 
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going to happen for different reasons. Some live far away from the 

congregation they have been attending and want to move. Some move into 

a new town and thus are in search of a new congregation. It may be that 

things are unscriptural at one place so a new congregation is sought. More 

reasons than this cause this happen but these are some. There is nothing 

wrong with this. We’ve benefitted here at West Walker from new brethren 

coming in from other congregations.  We’ve also suffered at the loss of some 

our brethren who went elsewhere for various reasons. We cannot count on 

this or promote this type of moving. 

 

Restoration is another index of a growing church. The New Testament is 

implicitly clear about the need for restoring the lost (Galatians 6:1, James 

5:19-20). The parables of the lost coin, lost sheep and lost son all point to this. 

The fact is, we are our brother’s keepers. We must be interested in the souls 

of those who are members here or members of any other congregation who 

have fallen away. Those souls are just as important as the soul of someone 

who has never obeyed the gospel. There ought to be a sense of urgency on 

our part in evangelism but especially for a family member, spiritually 

speaking, who is in danger of losing his or her soul. We’d have to have a lot 

of additions or new buildings built if we could get back a percentage of fallen 

away Christians The fact is, we’ve got people who are not here today who 

should be but have fallen away.  Restoring the lost is a vital aspect of church 

growth. Think how large we would be if we could get back half of the people 

who have fallen away?  “This is extracted from a book by J.J. Turner entitled, 

“How to Have Biblical Church Growth” 

 

The Features of Kidnapping in Ogun State: Most kidnappings in Ogun 

State involve criminal motives rather than political intentions. Kidnappers 

making political motives can be assumed in connection with a recent 

kidnapping of the father of a political candidate in Anambra state. Kidnap 

for ransom is a drastically under-reported crime. The families of victims 

often negotiate and pay ransoms directly to the kidnappers because they 
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lack confidence in the police. Kidnapping in Nigeria is comparatively low-

risk because victims and their families do not report most cases to the police. 

Even in cases that are reported, police do not pursue kidnappers after a 

hostage has been released, according to an attorney practicing in the Niger 

Delta.  

 

The attorney believes it is considerably less dangerous for criminals to nab 

a schoolgirl on her way home than to carry out an armed robbery or break 

into someone’s house, and the rewards are potentially greater because entire 

families will pull their resources for the release of a relative. The result is an 

unquantifiable number of kidnappings neither recorded in police statistics 

nor reported in the press, and an increasing sense of insecurity across the 

country. Security experts in Nigeria estimate that as many as 40 kidnappings 

occur in Nigeria every week. If accurate, the number of people kidnapped 

annually is over 2,000 persons (Osac, 2010)  

In Ogun State one of the rape cases did not lead to any death, while the only 

incident of ‘gang rape’ led to the death of the victim. The alarming rate of 

ritual killings in Ogun also led to 18 deaths in 2014. While rituals and murder 

produced the highest number of fatalities, rape occurred more than other 

crimes between 2013 and 2015 and in between June 2006- September 2015. 

In   Ogun State the following crimes were recorded:  

 

Arm robbery 184, Cultism 99, Kidnapping 11, Rape 9, 

domestic violence 29, and Assassination / Thuggery / 

Hooliganism 32 (Nwankwo, Ukoji . Vitus and  Okolie-

Osemene, James, 2016).            

 

In Nigeria in general, Year 2013 was reported the most fatal 

with 80 deaths from 30 kidnap incidents. There were fewer 

kidnap fatalities and incidents in 2014 as 53 deaths were 

recorded in 27 incidents. In 2010, 51 people were killed in 45 



South-South Journal of Humanities and international Studies                      Vol.3 No.2 June, 2020 
 

An Assessment of the Impacts of the Prevalence of Kidnapping…    281 

kidnap incidents and another 31 people killed (Nwankwo, 

Ukoji, Vitus and  Okolie-Osemene, James, 2016). 

 

Here are some of the few cases of kidnappings as widely reported on the 

pages of local, national and International News papers. We have the 

following reports as evidences of prevalence of kidnappings in Ogun State:  

 

1. Police Arrests Suspected kidnappers in Ogun author: Vincent Ehiabhi 

updated: 3 years ago views: 327 category: local news share on face book 

send via email share on face book send via email Officers of the Ogun 

State Police Command, on Sunday said it arrested two suspected 

kidnappers and three suspected robbers along Lagos Ibadan 

expressway and in Agbado in Ifo Local Government Area respectively. 

Muyiwa Adejobi, the state Police Public Relations Officer, who made 

this known to newsmen said the suspected kidnappers attempted to 

kidnap two children: Damilola Folorunsho, and Olaitan Folorunsho,  at 

Agbado Road, Dalemo Agbado in Ifo Local Government Area of the 

state. According to him, the suspects were reported by the grandfather 

of the children, adding that when they were arrested and questioned 

about their mission in the area, they could not give any satisfactory 

explanation. In another development, the force spokesman said three 

suspected robbers were arrested by police officers attached to Ibafo 

Division and the state's Special Anti Robbery Squad (SARS).   "The 

suspects arrested on the bridge, who have been terrorizing commuters 

and road users in the axis, have confessed to the crime and they include 

Christopher Abuo, Nwanorim Read 

more: (https://www.naija.ng/66108.html#58783) 

2. Also Premium Times of Tuesday April 17, 2018 reported two suspected 

kidnappers have been arrested by the Ogun State Police Command for 

allegedly kidnapping and killing their victim. Both the suspects and the 

victim are said to be herdsmen. The Command’s Public Relations 

Officer, Abimbola Oyeyemi, said on Sunday that the suspects 

https://www.naija.ng/66108.html#58783
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committed the crime on October 23 at Obada-Oko town of the state. He 

said they also made away with eight cows belonging to the victim. “Two 

herdsmen suspected to be kidnappers and cattle rustlers have been 

arrested by men of Ogun State Police Command in connection with the 

kidnap and killing of another herdsman by name Taye Amodu,” he 

said. “The duo of Hassan Amodu and Abubakar Abdullah kidnapped 

Taye Amodu on the 23rd of October 2017 at Obada Oko area of 

Abeokuta and equally made away with eight cows belonging to the 

victim.”  

 

The suspects’ hideout was located same day following a directive by the 

commissioner of police, the spokesperson said. Mr. Oyeyemi said the 

hideout in a thick forest was stormed by the operatives where the two 

suspects were arrested. He said exhibits recovered from them are one 

pump action gun, four live cartridges and two cutlasses. “On 

interrogation, they confessed to have killed the victim because he was 

struggling with them while they were taking him away, and the body 

has been buried in a shallow grave inside the forest,” he stated. 

 

3. Likewise on October 24, 2017, Dimeji Kayode-Adedeji reported that 

members of a syndicate, who reportedly specialize in kidnapping of 

babies, have been arrested by the Ogun State Police Command. The 

command also rescued a 3-year-old victim from the gang. The gang 

members, who were paraded by the command on Tuesday, include 

Abibat Oyesanya, Morenike Shittu and Olubunmi Tajudeen. The 

Commissioner of Police, Ahmed Ilyasu, said through intelligence 

gathering, the gang’s activities were uncovered around Mowe - Ibafo 

area in Obafemi - Owode local government area.   

 

He added that, information revealed that, the nefarious activities of the 

gang cut across the South-west, where they had succeeded in abducting 

many children. ”The operatives from FSARS went after the women and 

https://www.premiumtimesng.com/regional/ssouth-west/247132-baby-kidnapping-syndicate-nabbed-ogun.html
https://www.premiumtimesng.com/author/oladimeji-kayode
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three of them were promptly arrested”, Mr. Ilyasu said. The 

commissioner said the leader of the gang, Abibat Oyesanya, had been 

arrested and convicted for a similar offence in the past. In an interview 

with Premium Times, the suspects confessed to the crime, adding the 3-

year-old victim was kidnapped from Ibadan. This same news was 

published by chijiokee Hannah of Metro News on October, 24, 2017. 

 

4. On November 1, 2017, Fikayo Olowolagba also of Metro News again 

reported that the Ogun State police command has rescued a Chinese, 

Lee Qiang, who was kidnapped on Monday along the Lagos-Ibadan 

Expressway Qiang was kidnapped by six armed men around 5pm 

Nigerian time at Ogere, while he was on his way to Abeokuta, the state 

capital. It was learnt that the Chinese was rescued Tuesday morning by 

operatives of the Federal Special Anti-Robbery Squad (FSARS) in Ogun, 

who engaged the kidnappers in gun duel. Spokesman for the command, 

Abimbola Oyeyemi, confirming his release, said the police overpowered 

the kidnappers, who fled with gunshot wounds, arresting one of the 

suspects. “The man was going to Abeokuta from Kogi when they 

kidnapped him. He was in his vehicle with his driver. They kidnapped 

him for ransom but they were unable to get it because they were 

immediately hunted. “The Commissioner of Police Ahmed Iliyasu 

dispatched operatives of the FSARS to the scene with a clear instruction 

that the victim must be rescued unhurt and the hoodlums apprehended.  

“The team swung into action, combed the entire area and later located 

the hideout of the kidnappers. On sighting policemen, the hoodlums 

engaged them in gun battle at the end of which one of the suspects was 

arrested while others escaped with gunshot injuries. “The victim was 

rescued unhurt. The arrested suspect is currently helping the police in 

their investigation, while the victim has been reunited with his people. 

“The Commissioner Ahmed Iliyasu further appealed to the public, 

especially hospitals and health workers to report any body with bullet 

injuries in their area,” he said (Nigeria Watch: 2006-2011) 
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5. Sahara Reporters, New York on February 2017 reported that The police 

in Abuja have announced the arrest of 38-year old Joseph Omoni of 

Ondo State in connection with the kidnapping of the Secretary of the 

Isheri Estate Landlord Association, an incident in which three private 

security men were killed. It described the suspect as a “vicious and 

notorious kidnapper” who “participated actively in the kidnap of 

Turkish school children and members of staff in Ogun State.” A 

statement signed by Force Public Relations Officer CSP Jimoh Moshood 

said the arrest was made in Century village in Ogijo Town of Ogun 

State on Tuesday, and that the suspect made a confessional statement 

indicating the level of his involvement. 

 

“The suspect confessed further to the kidnap/assassination attack on 

Ikorodu mile 12 roads on 19/12/2016 where Aisha Ali Balogun and one 

other were killed,” CSP Moshood said.  “He also admitted to have 

participated actively as a gang member in the kidnap of Turkish School 

children and members of the staff in Ogun State recently.” The police 

spokesman said that two houses built from the ransom money by the 

suspect and one other gang member, referred to as “Chairman,” have been 

identified and sealed off at Century Village. Investigations are continuing 

towards the arrest of other members of their gang, the statement added, 

and the suspect will be arraigned in court at the completion of the 

investigation.(Sahara Reporters, 2017) 

 

Types of Kidnappings: There are basically three types of kidnapping: 

Express kidnapping, Economic kidnapping and political kidnapping. 

 

1. Express Kidnapping: This is a method of abduction used in some 

countries, mainly from Latin America where a small ransom that a 

company or a family can easily pay as demanded without institution. This 

is usually executed by amateur kidnappers who engage in the act out of 

sheer poverty. An example of this is reported in Business Day of Monday 
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13 June 2011 where a lady travelling to Port-Harcourt was kidnapped at 

Upper Iweaka Onitsha and was released on the payment of hundreds of 

naira by a fiancée student of Rivers State University of Science and 

Technology (Aderoju, 2008). 

 

2. Economic Kidnapping: Economic kidnapping or the kidnapping 

business is where a finance demand is made, which could be either hard 

cash, or some other financial resources (Thom-Otuya 2010). It is based on 

this that Tzaneli (2006) describes kidnapping as a business venture that is 

regulated by the laws of demand and supply and is a type of social action 

that involves the calculation of the most efficient means to desired end. As 

economic venture, kidnapping enterprise and kidnappers are businessmen, 

they just happen to be on the illegal side of it. If you deprive them of the 

demand then there is not going to be any supply. “Why should I kidnap 

who will not pay” (Akpan, 2010). In the recent times, kidnapping was used 

as a weapon to fight for economic and environmental justice in Niger Delta. 

The economic motivation was intermittently used as a means to fund and 

sustain the fight. 

 

3. Kidnapping for the purpose of ritual killings: 

 

4. Political Kidnapping: This is where political concessions such as the 

release of prisoner, changes to the law and policy retreats are demanded 

(Briggs, 2009). Here kidnapping is seen as an instrument for political 

vendetta and settling of political scores. The operation is organized and 

targeted mainly on key serving politicians or contractors working directly 

for government. Once the victim is kidnapped, a high level of negotiation 

is expected which will ultimately lead to a heavy ransom. Such ransom is 

used to further political goals, self-settling of aggrieved groups or a way of 

financially crippling an aspiring politician. Turner (1998) describes- this as 

“money and politics” kidnapping, where there are political motive for 

kidnapping but where ransoms are also demanded. Such ransoms are often 
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used to further the political objectives of the kidnapping organizations or 

simply to facilitate the survival of the organization. Based on this, Akpan 

(2010) asserts that it was insinuated that most top kidnapping operation are 

master minded by top government officials, opposition groups, 

unrewarded or uncompensated members of election rigging groups, 

among others. One glaring instance of political kidnapping was that of 

Chris Ngige, the former Governor of Anambra State, who was kidnapped 

in July 10, 2003 by his fellow political party members who were in 

opposition with him (Emewu and Anyanwu, 2011). 

 

Methodology 

The research design was both descriptive survey method of enquiry and 

the historical research method. It utilized both primary and secondary 

sources of data collections. These data were collected, organized and 

critically analyzed. All Christians from the Pentecostal, Mainline, 

Evangelicals and African Independent Churches in the three Senatorial 

Districts of Ogun State, Nigeria constituted the population for this study. 

Structured questionnaire is designated to gather data from three senatorial 

districts of Ogun states and they are: Ogun East, Ogun Central and Ogun 

West. 

 

Thus, for the three senatorial districts a total of 12 churches were 

purposively selected to represent the state for the purpose of the 

administration of questionnaires. Thus we have 200 copies of 

questionnaires to be administered on selected Pentecostal, Evangelical, 

Mainline and African Independent Churches in each of the 3 senatorial 

districts of the State. A total of 600 copies of the questionnaire were 

administered in the three senatorial districts of Ogun State. The 

questionnaire has 36 items under various headings; the instrument has 

section A, B, C, D, and E. Section A requires the demographic data of the 

respondents such as sex, age, education background, family background, 

denomination, occupation, etc. Section B seeks the respondents’ opinion 
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about the features of kidnapping and Types of kidnapping prevalence in 

Ogun State. Section C seeks the respondents opinion about the causes of 

kidnapping prevalence in Ogun State Section D gathers data on 

consequences of kidnapping in Ogun State and on the Church particularly.  

 

The instrument was prepared with scale question method which requires 

the respondents to choose in terms of categories of certain option and 

phenomena of interests. This necessitates the use of strongly agrees (SA), 

Agree (A), Disagree (D) and Strongly Disagree (SD). A total of 600 

questionnaires were administered among Christians from the Pentecostal, 

mainline, evangelicals and African independent churches and tertiary 

institutions in the three senatorial districts of Ogun State South-West 

Nigeria. Four hundred and seventy two (472) were retrieved and found 

usable, which represent the return rate of 78.7% (seventy eight point six 

percent) these were deemed good enough to be subjected to statistical 

analysis. Data collected in this study was quantitatively interpreted and 

analyzed using descriptive statistics such as Frequency count, percentages 

(%), Mean (X) and standard deviation (SD). The analysis was done based 

on each research questions raised. The statistical package for the social 

sciences (SPSS) was used to analyze the data      

 

TABLE OF RESULTS 

Research Question one: What are the features of Kidnapping in Ogun 

State?  

Table 6: The features of Kidnapping in Ogun State  
S/N  SA A D SD 

1 Kidnapping cases are 

not very common in 

Ogun State 

94 (19.91) 10 (2.12) 46 (9.75) 322(68.22) 

2 Thus, kidnapping is fast 

becoming a more 

388(82.20) 40 (9.75) 12 (2.54) 32 (6.78) 
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lucrative and less risky 

Job than arm robbery. 

3 Most kidnappings in 

Ogun State are 

motivated by illegal 

money making and 

money rituals rather 

than political intentions 

414 (87.71) 38 (8.05) 12 (2.54) 8 (1.69) 

4 Many kidnappings cases 

are neither recorded in 

police statistics nor 

reported in the press.  

382 (80.93) 62(13.14) 16 (2.39) 12 (2.54) 

5 The alarming rate of 

ritual killings in Ogun 

State is highly connected 

with high rate of 

kidnapping. 

192 (81.36) 76(16.10) 10 (2.12) 2 (0.42) 

 

 

 Percentages in parenthesis 

Table 6 above showed the features of Kidnapping in Ogun State. Majority 

of the respondents are in agreement with the issues raised in the instrument 

on the features of Kidnapping in Ogun State. Vast majority of the 

respondents admitted four of the five (5) items describing the features of 

Kidnapping in Ogun State as true were more than 90%, they affirmed the 

truism of each of the following statements:  

  

1. That kidnappings is fast becoming a more  lucrative and less risky Job 

than arm robbery 

2. Kidnappings in Ogun State are mostly motivated by illegal money 

making and money rituals rather than Political intentions. 

3. Many kidnappings cases are neither recorded in police statistics nor 

reported in the press. 

4. The alarming rate of ritual killings in Ogun State is highly connected 

with kidnapping 
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5. It was only with item one that averred that kidnapping cases are not 

very common in    Ogun State that  majority of the respondents (368) 

representing 77.97% disagree with this assertion while minority of the 

respondents (104) representing 22.03% agrees with the assertion.  

 

Disscusion of Results 

Research Question 1: Probes the features of Kidnapping in Ogun State: 

Under this research question there are five items that describes the features 

of kidnapping in Ogun State. Each of these items will be discuss as follows: 

 

Item No. 1- ‘Stated that kidnapping cases are not very common in Ogun 

State’, that majority of three hundred and sixty eight (368) respondents 

representing 77.97% disagree with this assertion while minority of one 

hundred and fourteen (114) respondents representing 22.03% agrees with 

the assertion. The decision of the majority of the respondents are in 

consistence with Osac (2010) which is of the opinion that the incidents of 

kidnapping are no longer geographically concentrated in the Niger Delta 

region. Also, that most kidnappings in Ogun State involve criminal motives 

rather than political intentions. The researcher opined that, despite the fact 

that kidnapping for ransoms is underreported to the police yet we still have 

faces of local, national and International News paper filled with kidnapping 

case as it is evidence from section under literature review captioned features 

of kidnapping in Ogun State. Kidnap for ransom is a significantly under-

reported crime because they lack confidence in the police.  

 

Item No. 2 ‘Stated that kidnapping is fast becoming a more lucrative and 

less risky Job than arm robbery’. Out of a total of four hundred and seventy 

two (472) respondents, a majority, four hundred and twenty eight (428) 

respondents representing ninety point sixty eight (90.68%) percent agreed 

that kidnapping in Ogun State is fast becoming a more lucrative and less 

risky Job than arm robbery as against the minority forty four respondents 

representing 9.32% that disagreed with this assertion. This is not in 
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agreement with Nwankwo et al. (2016) who though acknowledge the 

prevalence of kidnapping in Ogun State as an emerging crime and industry,  

the breakdown of the report he gave between June 2006- September 2015 

revealed that people engages more in arm robbery than kidnapping in 

Ogun State. He gave the statistics of the under listed crimes: Arm robbery 

184, Cultism 99, Kidnapping 11, Rape 9, domestic violence 29 and 

Assassination/Thuggery/ Hooliganism 32. Osac (2010) however, differ from 

Nwankwo he argued that Kidnapping incidents are predominately 

criminal in nature; in addition, kidnapping fraud has become a lucrative 

off-shoot of the kidnapping industry.  

 

Item No. 3 Stated that Kidnapping sometimes lead to lose of lives of 

innocent victims of Ogun State. A majority of four hundred and sixty four 

(464) respondents representing 98.31% agreed that kidnapping sometimes 

lead to lose of lives of innocent victims of Ogun State against minority eight 

respondents representing 1.27% disagreed with this assertion. Nwankwo et 

al. (2016) pointed to the fact that In Ogun State one of the rape cases did not 

lead to any death, while the only incident of ‘gang rape’ led to the death of 

the victim. The alarming rate of ritual killings in Ogun also led to 18 deaths 

in 2014. While rituals and murder produced the highest number of 

fatalities, rape occurred more than other crimes between 2013 and 2015. 

 

Item No. 4 stated that ‘gravity of kidnapping is so intense that practically 

almost citizen of the State is now a target’. A majority of four hundred and 

sixty four (464) respondents representing 98.31% agreed that, the gravity of 

kidnapping is so intense that practically almost citizen of the State is now a 

target. This decision of the respondents is in agreement with Ujumadu 

(2009) and Ekpe (2009) that opined that Kidnapping is a new flourishing 

crime that is presently devastating the country; the current lucrative 

ransom demanding strategy has become a serious social problem for the 

Government and people of Nigeria. Ekpe (2009) reported that Nigeria 

recorded 512 cases of kidnapping and 30 dead persons recorded in 2009. 
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The Nigerian police record shows also that in 2009, kidnappers and hostage 

keepers got N15 million in ransoms and about N100 million were collected 

as ransom in between, 2006 – 2009. Kidnapping cases in southern Nigeria 

have been ravaging daily (Kyrian, 2009) Apart from the negative impact of 

kidnapping on the victims, it exact huge and far reaching economic and 

social costs. 

 

Summary Conclusion and Recommendations 

To aver that kidnapping is harmful to Ogun State security is an 

understatement. The security of the state involves development. Therefore, 

anything that poses a threat to sustainable development of Ogun State must 

constitute a threat to her state security. Kidnapping constitutes a genuine 

hazard to the State sustainable development in the light of the following: 

leads to death of innocent citizens and threatens public safety, it disrupts 

economic growth and development by way of capital and investment loss, 

it gives birth to negative image of the state both at the local and 

international level. It also impacted negatively on trade, tourism and 

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI), it generates an ambiance of public fear and 

people are scared away from making any meaningful invest, thereby 

endangering the prospects of societal progress, results in closure of 

businesses, and unemployment. Another reason can be the gradual erosion 

of peoples traditional cultural values that centers around love, 

brotherhood, hard work, peace unity, contentment, respect for those in 

leadership position and many more (Odoemelam, U. B. and Omage,  M. I. 

2013. 

 

The paper concludes and affirmed the prevalence of kidnapping in Ogun 

State, South West Nigeria and that kidnapping is fast becoming a more 

lucrative and less risky  than arm robbery in the State. The nature of 

Kidnappings in the state is in no way having any political undertone but is 

mostly associated with quest for ransom, revenge and rituals and it poses 

the following threats to: the life of the entire citizens of the State, the growth 
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and development of the economy of the State, it  impacted more negatively 

on the growth and development of Churches in the State, and that there is 

no better time than now to arise and combat the menace of kidnappings in 

view of the grave consequences which sometimes are economical, political, 

social, psychological/emotional and moral. The prevalence of kidnappings 

create an ambience of fear, distrust and worries among members of the 

church, affects their personal spiritual growth and cause a dwindling in 

their morale in church attendance and commitments especially to programs 

that would aids church growth and developments. It reduces the 

fruitfulness of the church to the barest minimum because at such time the 

church cannot be at her best in terms of evangelism, outreaches, giving, 

discipleship and mentoring.  

 

To prevent kidnappings, the paper recommended that: 

1.  The church must be committed and dedicated to impacting Biblical 

ethics through teachings and modeling of the Bible ethical values to 

the society and that these great assignments has to be done in the 

energy and power of the Holy Spirit. The Church must be engaging in 

the productive use of her stewardship of influence for the societal 

good. She must be security conscious and must lead her community 

to put policies in place that will enhance the security of lives and 

properties in the society. 

2.  That the church should see the need to carry out whatever assignment 

she has to do in the power and strength of the Holy Spirit who is the 

principal change agent that has power to change lives and transform 

peoples attitude. The church should lay more emphasis on the effect 

of empowerment of Holy Spirit in sharpening the character of her 

adherents who are to in turn influence many other people’s character 

in their various societies. 

3.  The Church should teach sincerely and very boldly on what the will 

of God is for man with special emphasis on the need for man to fear 

God. She is to painstakingly teach on the blessings and rewards of 
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obedience to God’s will and the punishment attending to disobedience 

to God’s command and will. 

4.  The Church must teach unapologetically that people must be moved 

by a sense of honour, respect or dignity to avoid criminal actions. 

People must also be taught to think and put into consideration before 

taking any actions what would be the likely consequences of their 

purported actions on themselves immediate family and the society at 

large. 
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