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Abstract 

The popular maxim that necessity is the mother of invention 

proved right in the advent of agro-allied ventures in Ogbialand. 

This study revisits the importance of agro-allied ventures in Ogbia 

in the Central Niger Delta from 1914 to 2000. This is because 

people of Ogbia in particular and the entire Eastern Region as it 

was known then were left with no choice than to produce and 

manufacture goods to satisfy their basic needs. Hence the need for 

the state government to initiate policy aimed at improving the 

agricultural sub-sector of the economy, however such 

policies/efforts were not sustained due to some constraints. Such 

policies/efforts culminated in the establishment of agro-allied 

ventures in the mid-1950s. Ventures whereby, crude implements 

paved way to the full utilization of mechanized tools. Four of such 

ventures forms the essential part of this paper. 
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Introduction 

The agricultural sector has been the sole sector for self-reliance and 

economic growth in Ogbia in particular and Nigeria at large before the 

advent of oil discovery at Itokopiri-Otabagi in the Oloibiri District of 

Ogbia Local Government Area, on March 15th 1956. It is in the light of the 

above that this paper seek to appraise the Agro-allied ventures in Ogbia in 

the Central Niger Delta from 1914-2000. Emphasis is placed mainly on 

four key areas of government efforts at improving the agricultural sub-

sector of the economy. The approach adopted is descriptive.  

To begin with, it is pertinent for one to first and foremost take a look at the 

Ogbia people and a general overview of the economy as well as giving a 

simple but precise definition of agriculture and its significance as part of 

the economic necessity of a people. 

 

Agricultural Growth and Agro-allied Industries in Ogbia 

Before 1914, organized agricultural production in Ogbia was sporadic as 

its domestic economy was a subsistence one which was uniform, 

unchanging and therefore uninteresting. The dominant agricultural sector 

was virtually immobilized by a combination of primitive technology, poor 

land tenure system in which land was not only communally owned but 

was fully controlled by families. These mini agricultural ventures were 

improved from the 14th and 15th centuries. 

Like other ethnic nationalities Ogbia borrowed some Asian and American 

food plants like plantain/banana [Musa Spp], cocoyam [colocasia], cassava 

[Manihotesulatacrampts] (Aina, Kaniki and Ojiama, 1995). From the 16th 

and 18th centuries, wooden hoes were replaced by iron hoes, and 

subsequently, refined machetes and axes came in as a result of the trade 

with the Europeans at the coast and also Akwa black smiths from the 

hinterland. Elements of specialization became obvious from the 20th 

century, particularly in the 50s as the Kolo Creek communities started 

specializing in food crop production as dictated by their flood prone 
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environment. Additionally, as a people under colonialism, the Central 

Niger Delta which Ogbia was inclusive, benefited from the policies for 

food production. Some cases of such policies which were aimed at 

improving the agricultural sub-sector that culminated in establishment of 

projects is discussed below. 

 

Otuabo/Abobiri Agricultural Station 

The Chiefs of Abobiri Community in Ogbia played host to a high powered 

delegation that represented the government of the then Eastern Region 

with headquarters at Enugu-Nigeria in the mid-1950s. The delegation was 

made up of two expatriate and some Nigerians who came to the 

community to request their kind permission for a piece of land for the 

establishment of a modern farm. After a deliberation that lasted for some 

hours, the Abobiri’s Chiefs and Elders consented and concluded with the 

signing of an agreement on the 18th day of May, 1959 at the palace of His 

Royal Highness, Jonathan Egam Obo-Sain with all heads of various 

families in attendance. 

Consequently, a total of 333.7 acres of land was released to the 

government on an annual fee of eighty three pounds, eight shillings and 

six pence [83;8s;6d]. Actual operations commenced on the 12th day of 

November, 1956 with the total workforce of nine who were all laborers 

employed from Abobiri and Oloibiri communities. The management 

cadre had a total of three white-men [foreigners] who were identified as 

Jackson, Findley and Skinner. While the only black among them was one 

Walson, an Igbo man from Onitsha (Micheal, unpublished). 

The first sets of structures erected on the farm were sizeable huts which 

served as stores and offices. The structures were later demolished and 

replaced with modern building equipped with state of the art facilities. 

Electricity was provided for the farm. 

The Agricultural Station was significant in a number of ways. The benefits 

included; employment opportunities, abundant supply of agricultural 
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products at subsidized rate, provision of social amenities and an annual 

income from rent of the land. 

According to an informant, Ilukpa Beatrice, the farm employed a good 

number of Ogbia indigenes in different departments which included; 

Agriculture Department, livestock and venting, engineering, fisheries and 

Administration Departments. Agriculture Department was in charge of 

producing crops. Livestock and venting was for animals. Engineering was 

in charge of the machines and vehicle used in the farm. 

Yet another benefit is that Abobiri farm was a mechanized one which was 

total departure from the old crude method prevalent among the Ogbia at 

that time. In this case, the use of obsolete farming tools gave way to the 

full utilization of modern implements by the Abobiri farm workers. 

Talking of basic amenities, modernized infrastructural facilities were 

erected in the community. More so, the electricity that was provided on 

the farm was extended to the Anglian Church and later to the community, 

a singular development that made Abobiri the first community to enjoy 

electricity in the entire Ogbia kingdom. 

The farm attracted a lot of people from far and near to Ogbia. Some of the 

earliest comers apart from the staff were said to be job seekers and traders. 

This to a considerable extent resulted in population increase with it 

attendant consequences. This, however led to the building of houses in 

Abobiri by strangers. Adding to the population were the workers at Ema-

t’Osain. 

The production capacity of the farm also became tense with 

corresponding increase in supply of crop and animals. However, all 

farming operations were paralyzed sequel to the outbreak of the Nigerian 

Civil War in 1967 as the farm was seized by Biafran soldiers. Properties on 

the farm were subjected to abuse by the Biafran soldiers who also 

squandered the huge resources at their disposal. When the Civil War 

finally glided to a halt in 1970, the management of the farm also changed 

hands from the Eastern Government following the creation of States by 

Yakubu Gowon’s administration in 1967 prior to the war. This sudden 
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change in managerial baton resulted in the stoppage of payment of the 

land to the Abobiri community which made workers to be restricted from 

working on the farm. 

Operations on the farm however, continued to wax stronger until the 

unimaginable happened in the 1980. This could better be seen as the 

gradual loss of interest on the farm by the River State Government. A 

situation that brought about sudden depletion in production. 

Consequently, corruption became prevalent among members of staff 

including senior official. Farming implements ranging from tractors and 

ploughs were stolen and sold out to willing buyers by top official posted 

to oversee the activities of the farm at the expense of its development. 

The negative approach and attitude of the workers at the agricultural 

station was perceived to be a threat to the existence of the farm by the 

Abobiri youths. This forced them to stage a street demonstration in 1993. 

The demonstration was said to been free from violence but was 

misinterpreted by the staff of the Ministry of Agriculture as criminally 

motivated and it resulted in the arrest of some Abobiri youths after entry 

was made by some staff at Ogbia police station. The ugly scenario gave 

birth to a famous ‘Agric Jungle’ which also contributed to the extinction of 

the farm. In the course of this famous ‘Agic Jungle’, while workers were 

busy arresting the youths, and indigenes on one hand, the fortunate 

youths and indigenes who escaped the arrest were ravaging the farms of 

the workers on the other hand. 

After the creation of new state in 1996 including Bayelsa State, the people 

anticipated a complete overhaul of the already battered system 

considering the closeness of government to citizens but the farm has 

rather suffered neglect from the government. At present the farm is in a 

dilapidated condition. There is hardly any on-station research work going 

on there and no farmer training, farmer visit, therefore the old agricultural 

practices taking place. 
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Abobiri Agricultural Station Staff QuartersAbobiri Agricultural Station Engine House 

 

Anyama Oil Mill 

Anyama Oil Mill was the first pioneer oil mill established by the Eastern 

Nigeria Development Corporation [ENDC] in 1955 in this region. It was 

part of the government efforts to boast oil productivity in the second half 

of the 20th century (Okpara, 2009).It bought fresh palm fruits and milled 

because there were no government owned palm plantation. People all 

over the Ekole Creek and as far as Yenagoa to Southern Ijaw took their 

palm fruits to the mill for sale and for processing. 

Unlike the traditional way of collecting and processing palm fruits in 

group by virtually every able bodied men in Ogbia communities to 

enhance fast productivity due to the tedious nature entailed in oil 
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production, the Anyama Oil Mill witnessed the use of mechanized milling 

machines which paved way for the use of modern implements in Ogbia 

land. 

Other areas of benefit from the farm was the creation of employment 

opportunities and improved standard of living particularly in Anyama 

community as money was flowing at the time. It also increased the 

production of palm oil for local consumption and for export. 

The mechanized system of processing the palm oil operational at the time 

in the Anyama Oil Mill involved the cooking of palm fruits with stem 

boiler. The palm fruits were cooked for about twenty minutes with the 

stem boiler and transferred to a pot called Autoclave to be cooked for 

maximum of fifteen minutes. After that, was poured and sent to the 

digester. The digester is a two in one equipment which combines two 

operations of digesting fruits and pressing the digested fruits for oil. The 

mashed fruits are transferred to the presser for pressing out oil. The 

presser separates the oil from the fiber. After separating the fiber, it was 

dried and used for firing the stem boiler. 

There was also a section for cracking the kernel. When kernels were 

cracked, it was washed and separated from the shells, after which a pipe 

was heated on the ground and washed kernels were poured on the area 

for drying. When it was dried, it would be bagged and sent to the 

warehouse for export because there was no kernel oil mill at the time. 

As an industry at the time, its major economic raw products which 

included palm oil and kernel were valuable in a number of ways. The 

palm oil and kernel oil which is gotten from the kernel were utilized for 

manufacturing of margarine fats, soaps, candles, cosmetics and 

confectionery. 

The palm oil was used for domestic cooking. The fibers and shells were 

used as fuel. Another thing worthy of note with regards to the value of 

Anyama oil mill products is in the quality of the oil produced at the time. 

The oil produced was termed as high quality oil by the trade inspector 

when taken to Nembe or Abonima for sales and as such was purchased at 
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a higher rate compared to the locally produced oil. This could be 

attributed to the industrialized machines and the availability of man-

power operations at the mill. When palm fruits were taken to the mill, 

palm fruits was not kept for a long period of time before processing. That 

is to say milling commences immediately palm fruits were taken to the 

mill without necessarily waiting for a large quantity of palm fruits to be 

gathered. 

In contrast, the locally made oil were gathered and kept for a longer 

period of time waiting for a large quantity of palm fruits to be gathered 

with the aim of high quantity oil, a waiting process that makes palm fruits 

to become rotten before production. In such cases when taken to Abonima 

or Nembe the trade inspector grade such oil as low quality oil and such oil 

was bought at lower rate.  

This mill that was producing high quality and quantity oil in the then 

Eastern Region in the second half of the 20th century went into extinct due 

to the following reasons: 

The outbreak of the 1967 Nigerian Civil War. The work at the mill was 

interrupted by the war, and even after the war it suffered neglect from the 

government. Although efforts were made by the government and 

individuals to revitalize the mill in the 90s but was not sustainable. It 

finally broke down in 1994 due to the lack of supply of palm fruits and 

managerial skills, as there were no government owned palm plantation to 

supply the needed palm fruits to boast production. This weakness made 

some of the palm cutters to form the habit of putting knives or machete on 

palm trees to enable palm fruits get ripe very fast or earlier than expected 

thereby making palm fruits harvested from such palm tree produce 

limited oil. This wicked act of palm cutters also contribute to its extinction. 

Yet, another is that, because the mill was collectively owned by the region, 

people from different states or places would come with big boats to obtain 

palm oil without necessarily giving account. The above mentioned 

undoubted contributed to the extinction of the oil mill. 
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Anyama Oil Mill 

 

Otuokpoti Rice Plantation 

The Otuokpoti area like other areas in Ogbia Local Government Area in 

Bayelsa State, which occupy the Central Niger Delta possess the features 

of the Niger Delta environment which is associated with wetness. An 

indication of its sustainability for wet rice. Thus, the extensive floodplain 

and coastal area of Otuokpoti provided ideal sites for commercial swamp 

rice cultivation and as such it’s advantageous for investors in rice 

production. 

Rice is a staple food and the most rapidly growing food source in Africa. It 

serves over half of the World’s population. Its production is facing serious 

constraints with diminishing land and water resources, hence the current 

global initiative towards its sustainable production (Ikoja, 2003). 

In a bid to encourage the production of rice, few major private farm 

programmes were undertaken by the government at two consecutive 
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times. The first phase was carried out during the 70s while the second was 

during the 80s. 

In the first phase (1974/1976), the government encouraged rice production 

by sending delegates to Otuokpoti community to request for an area of 

land for the propagation of rice. After the deliberation, farm lands were 

donated by some families in the community. Labourers were hired to 

work on the land. A working process that entailed clearing, leveling of the 

ground and mixing the soil in preparation for the planting. After this was 

done, interested individuals from the donor’s families were requested to 

acquire portion of the land for planting according to the individual’s 

strength and capability with a token amount while the remaining part was 

used by government. The nursery plants which were used for planting 

were provided to farmers by the government. 

The nursery plants were planted in the months of March and April when 

the rain has started falling and kept for the interval of six months before 

harvesting. When harvested, rice were parboiled and dried before sending 

it to the mill at Peremabiri or Abobiri due to the lack of milling machines 

in the community. However, two milling machines were brought by the 

government to complement rice production in 1979 but production was 

not sustainable due to some constraints which will be discussed later. 

The second phase (1985/1986). This time of rice farm establishment in 

Otuokpoti was initiated during Chief Melford Okilo’s administration by 

an Agricultural Officer Dogood Atone, who was the paramount ruler of 

Otuokpoti community at the time. 

Unlike the first phase that manual labour was utilized in the cultivation 

and production process, this phase experienced the use of mechanized 

machines-Tractors and milling machines were brought to the community 

by the government to aid production of rice. 

Different varieties of rice ranging from Faro12, Faro15 and Meliyoung were 

provided by the government for planting and were produced in high 

demand. 
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According to an informant, Romeo Otokito, the Meliyoung variety was 

synonymous to Mama gold brand of foreign rice with good fragrance, 

while the Faro12 and Faro15 variety was synonymous to Abakalaka rice 

(local rice). 

 

These farms were significant in a number of ways: 

They provided popular and high demand rice for the state and its 

neighbours. It also provided employment opportunities. Majority of the 

population in the community was self-employed through their individual 

holdings while a few persons owned government employment through 

the establishment of the government farm. 

Furthermore, it served as a source of income to the community and 

indigenes. Most parents with the foresight and who knew the significance 

of education saw their children through schools with the proceeds 

obtained from the rice farm.  

However, these private farms that were providing popular and high 

demand rice for the state and its neighbors has gone in extinct. They have 

lain fallow for over a decade due to financial constraints and lack of 

centrally mechanized mill or insitu mills for processing the paddy. 

Rice Milling Industry in Otuokpoti      Rice Milling Machine in Otuokpoti 
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Thirdly, rice quality was poor because of difficulty in promptly getting 

paddy to few local mills, even drying of the grain leading to discoloration, 

excessive heat during parboiling and other that caused breakage of grains. 

Another setback in rice production in the Otukpoti area was the influx of 

foreign rice that had better quality. 

 

Ogbia Town Market 

The Ogbia Town Market is one of the top and most popular market in 

Bayelsa State. It is the largest in the Local Government Area and 

comparable to some of the major markets in Yenagoa, the state capital. 

The market started in 1972 with Charles Dangana, a man from Otakeme 

who retired from forestry. From forestry, he started buying palm kernel in 

the present Ogbia Town. Initially, the market was called Okilo market 

owing to the fact that it started as far back the establishment of Ogbia 

Town. At its early stage, Thursday of every week was fixed as the major 

trading day where traders from different parts of the state and outside 

buy and sell, while Wednesday of every week was fixed as the arrival day, 

a day when traders from different part of the state and outside came in 

with canoes in preparation for the main market day. 

Thursday was however changed to Wednesday as the fixed day of trading 

where traders from different parts of the state and outside came in with 

their canoes and vehicle to buy and sell due to availability of few roads 

and Wednesday that was the initial day known as arrival day was 

changed to Tuesday of every week to enable those in the areas not favored 

by road and those with no money to get vehicles to the market or pull 

down with their boats from their respective places in preparation for 

Wednesday, the main Market day. 

Major traders at the Ogbia Town Market include; Hausa, Igbo, Delta, and 

few indigenes. Others include Nembe, Akassa, and people of Ijaw ethnic 

extraction. 

The Hausa traders have the market leadership in terms of sale of 

cosmetics, beverages, jewelries, food stuffs such as yam, rice, meat, spices, 
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to mention. The Igbo have upper hand in the sale of hardware ranging 

from building materials to electronics, mattresses, etc. While the Delta 

dominate in area of distribution of kerosene, sale of bread, sachet water, 

and management of restaurants etc. 

One trade transaction worthy of note going on in the Ogbia market 

between the Nembe traders and the Ogbia traders is the barter system. A 

system that enable both traders exchange goods not found in abundant in 

one area for the other. That is not to say that the barter system is limited to 

the Nembe and Ogbia only but also involves traders from other part of the 

state coming to the market. The Nembe and Ijo also sell their fishes in the 

market. Similarly, periwinkle business is one lucrative business going on 

in the market. The periwinkle is gotten from the Nembe area and brought 

to the market for sale. It attracted people from differentplaces that comes 

to the market to obtain it because the Nembe periwinkle is known to be 

more palatable due to thesalt content. 

Since the establishment of the Ogbia Town Market in the early 1970s, it 

has been significant in a number of ways. The market ‘seized goods from 

the Etereke market’. People in Ogbia no longer go as far as Etereke in the 

Okoroma area to trade as result of the establishment of the Ogbia Town 

market. 

Due to the fact that traders from different part of the country major in the 

sales of commodities, one can get commodities from the market at a 

moderate price and both wholesale and purchase could be made in any 

product of one’s home. According to an informant, Anans D. Felicia that 

she had benefited immensely from the Ogbia Town Market. She said that 

the presence of the market has saved her the cost of going outside to make 

purchase. That most of her needs were met by the market. Additionally, 

that the market has helped her in selling of her goods as money is being 

paid immediately after purchase has been made without encountering 

debt cases like selling ones goods at home. 

The market had been the major financial backbone of the Local 

Government Council over the years in terms of Internal Generated 



South-South Journal of Humanities and international Studies                     

 

Appraising the Agro-Allied Ventures in Ogbia in the Central Niger Delta   292 

Revenue (IGR). Sources of fund include rents collected from market stalls, 

insurance of receipts to hawkers, fines paid by defaulters of market 

regulations among others. Statistics indicate that from 1882 to 1988, the 

market generated a total of N66, 000, 1999-2000, N210, 000, 2001-2011, 

N1.3m and in 2012 to 2017, it rose to N2m. 

The market had served as source of income to many. Those who could not 

easily find white collar jobs took to trading and other business activities. 

This development brings a drastic reduction of crime and restiveness 

among the youths. 

It should be noted that as many benefits that had accrued to those who 

had made use of the market, several misfortunes are said to have been 

recorded over the years. There were cases of fire incidence where in one 

occasion a child sleeping in one of the market stalls was burnt to death in 

October 1995. In 2002 another fire incidence was said to have been 

recorded although no life was lost, but goods worth millions of naira were 

said to have been destroyed. 

The market also played host to several religious activities as some 

religious bodies had found the market a good venue for crusades. Their 

reasons of using the market may have been predicated on the large 

number of persons usually found on each market day. 

Talking of the growth, challenges and future prospect of the Ogbia Town 

Market, the market since its inception has not experience significant 

improvement and as such it’s in a poor condition that needs remedy. A 

good number of the market stalls that were built during the Second 

Republic are dilapidated and efforts made to ensure a complete overhaul 

had not yielded the desired result. Although effort was made by a former 

chairman of the Local Government Area, Hon. Samuel Boy in rebuilding 

some of the stalls but the way and manner of allocation according to the 

former Officer in Charge of Revenue (OCR) was said to have not been 

properly carried out by the past administration.  

One area of serious concern is the conversion of the stalls to residential 

apartment by some traders. This was identified as a major cause of fire 
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incidence in the market. Beside this, the sanitary conditions of the market 

is usually poor. In most cases refuge were heaped at the water front and 

other notable areas of the market thus making the surrounding to stench. 

Traders lack enough space where trade transactioncan be carried out. A 

situation that calls for the expansion of the market area to create space 

where business transaction can take place. 

Some part of the market water bank experience slight erosion, hence the 

need of embankment around the water bank and also the construction of 

landing jetty to enable boat land freely as well as construction of drainage 

systems. 

 
Cross Section of Ogbia Market 

 

Conclusion  

As a predominantly rural area with abundant natural resources, 

agriculture constitutes the mainstay of the people of the Ogbia and indeed 

the Central Niger Delta (Bayelsa State) and future source of growth and 

development of the economy of Bayelsa State. The Ogbiahas enormous 

potentials in the production of fish, lumber, medical herbs, game, spices 
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and condiments, palm wine and other raphia palm products, palm oil and 

palm kernel, plantain/banana, sugar cane, cassava, maize, rice and other 

agricultural products can sustain cottage and other medium and large 

scale industrial activities. These potentials can only be fully harnessed 

through deliberate effort by government to evolve realistic and farmer-

oriented agricultural development policies, plans and programmes, in 

addition to providing the necessary institutional support arrangement for 

their effective implementation. 

Such agricultural development policies, plans, and programmes should 

focus on boosting production and processing of food and cash crops and 

livestock for which the state has comparative advantage. They should also 

be farmer-oriented. This means that farmers input into the policy 

formation and planning process should be sought and secured. This can 

be easily achieved through establishment of an effective extension 

network that encourages two way communication between farmers and 

government. In addition to providing the appropriate policy environment 

for the development of the full agricultural potentials of the Central Niger 

Delta as well as Ogbia, it is advisable that government establish and fund 

existing institutional support agencies like the Agricultural Development 

Programme (ADP), National Agricultural Land Development Authority, 

Ministry of Agriculture and Natural Resources etc. In connection with 

this, government should explore all avenues to seeking international 

support for its agricultural development plans, programmes and effort. 
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