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Abstract
The bedrock of development of any society is in the enhancement of
their youths. Nigeria is the giant of Africa and the most developed
country  in  West  Africa.  The  tale  of  unemployment  in  Nigeria
cannot  be  overemphasized  considering  the  enormous  number  of
youths that troupe out of the tertiary institutions with little or no
employment for them. 

The trend of globalization is one of the reasons why Nigerians
should embrace the teaching and learning of French. The use of
common  language  remains  a  strong  key  in  the  area  of  trade,
international  relations,  between government,  technology,  science
etc. 

The effort of government alone could not bring about the much
needed employment opportunities in any country. In as much as it
is the duty of the government of any nation to create jobs for the
citizens, it is absolutely not possible to get every youth employed
with the government created jobs. The graduates should endeavor
to be self-reliance. Self-reliance in American English is defined as
the ability  to  depend on oneself  or  one’s own abilities.  It  is  the
quality of not needing help or support from other people. French
language will definitely do a lot of Nigerians good due to the fact
that there are ample career opportunities for job options for French
speakers.
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This  paper,  which  portrays  French  language  as  a  tool  in
combating unemployment among the youths also gives our own
proposals on how to save the nation from its  deplorable state of
joblessness.
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Introduction
The youth is the work force of any given society. And the effectiveness of a
nation is evident      that  a great percentage of the youths is properly
harnessed and managed. 

The challenge of youth restiveness in Nigeria for years has become a
national issue which is attributed to the vast unemployment eating deep
into the bones and marrows of the Nigerian system which has resulted to
so many social vices among the youths, rendering the country’s system
vulnerable to  all  sorts  of  ills.  Thousands of  graduates  come out  of  the
tertiary institutions yearly, with no laid down system to absorb them. In as
much as the government has the responsibility to create jobs for its youths,
it  is  also  the  duty  of  the  youths  to  make  themselves  versatile  for  any
opportunity within and outside the country

Despite the course of  study or skill  acquired,  it  is  pertinent  for the
youths  to  enhance  their  potentials  in  order  to  be  competent  for  any
opportunity,  knowing the  state  of  the  economy of  the  country.  This  is
where the knowledge of a foreign language like French is considered as
one of the means to improve the work force of the Nigerian nation as well
as the Nigerian economy. 

Language  is  an  asset  that  promotes  effective  communication.  Any
language is  an important  part  of  human existence.  It  allows people  to
communicate in a manner that enables them to share common ideas.  And
it is important in every aspect of life.

This piece of work is geared towards the relevance of French language
in Nigerian youths’ empowerment for employment. Before plunging into
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the topic of discussion, let us have a brief definition or explanation of the
key terms- employment and youth. What is employment? Employment is
the state of being employed or having a job. While youth means a young
person, young people collectively. The United Nations (UN), for statistical
consistency across regions,  defines youth as those persons between the
ages of 15 and 24 years. This is in confirmation with the research carried
out  by the  National  population commission (2001)  as  published in  the
Asian  journal  of  social  sciences,  that  more  than  half  of  Nigerian
populations are under the age of 30, therefore, it can be asserted that the
economy of Nigeria is a youth economy.

For the realization of this paper work, we are going to be looking at a
brief  history  of  French  language  and  its  teaching  in  Nigeria.  Youth
unemployment  will  be  viewed  to  enable  our  readers  understand  the
reason  for  this  work.  And  then  the  importance  or  benefits  of  French
language as a tool to the employment of Nigerian youths in particular and
perhaps to the world at large will finally be identified. 

History and Teaching of French Language in Nigeria.
French language is originally associated with France. France is located

in Western Europe. The French language is not only spoken in France but
also  in  other  western  European  countries  such  as  Belgium,  Quebec,
Luxembourg, and some Red Indies etc. It is a Romance language of the
Indo-European family. It is learnt from history that it descended from the
Vulgar Latin of the Roman Empire, as did all Romance languages such as
Spanish, Italian, Portuguese and Romanian. French evolved from Gallo-
Romance, the spoken Latin Gaul,  and more specifically in the northern
Gaul.

Africa is the continent with the most French speakers. French arrived
Africa as a colonial language. According to the history of French language
in Nigeria, it started in the sixties after Nigeria gained her independence
(Onyemelukwe:  2004).  It  was  introduced as  a  secondary  subject  in  the
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Yaoundé conference. The policy that was adopted from the conference is
what gave birth to French language in our secondary school curriculum,
and some of the aims and objectives of introducing the language to our
school in the Anglophone countries which Nigeria is inclusive.
The meeting of specialists on the teaching of a second European language
in  Yaoundé  adopted  the  policy  of  bilingualism  for  Anglophone  and
francophone African countries. The meeting felt that a second European
language should be considered not only as a means of  communication
between English speaking and French speaking countries of Africa,  but
also  as  an  international  language  with  wider  purpose  which,  together
with the first European language, would enable Africa to communicate
with other countries throughout the world.  (Onyemelukwu: 2004).
French language was adopted to Anglophone countries (Nigeria) as well
as  English  language to  francophone African countries  not  only  for  the
purpose  of  communication  but  for  other  economic,  social,  political
purposes.  Furthermore, in the twenties,  Nigeria government started the
pursuit  for  the  teaching  of  French language in  secondary  schools.  The
teaching of French language education in Nigeria was dated as far back as
the sixties after the extinction of Latin language. In the late seventies and
eighties, professionals were brought into the country to teach French in
secondary schools in the country. French language remains in Nigerian
curriculum as one of the subjects taught in our secondary schools. It is as
well taught in some private primary and nursery schools in Nigeria. 

Nigeria  is  a  West  African  country  surrounded  by  francophone
countries such as Cameroun, Niger, and Benin etc. where French language
is  an  official  language  the  same  way  English  language  is  an  official
language  in  Nigeria.  By  reason  of  proximity,  Nigeria  relates  with  her
border countries as well as other countries at large through sports, trade,
tourism,  politics  etc.  The  communication  barrier  between  Nigeria  and
these French communities created a lacuna for easy relationship therefore
giving birth to this need of learning French in Nigeria. 
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On  the  other  hand,  additional  knowledge  of  French  or  any  other
international  language  is  compulsory  for  every  Nigerian  delegate  who
wants  to  be  relevant  and  comfortable  at  any  meeting,  conference,
seminars, and workshop outside the shores of Nigeria. Perhaps this was
why on NTA; French was used alongside English for the official broadcast
of the presidential inauguration on Sunday, 29th May, 2011. Such initiative
was  necessitated  by  the  presence  of  the  presidents  from  francophone
countries at the ceremony.

Nigerian Youths and Unemployment
Africa in general has the fastest growing and most youthful population

in the world. And Nigeria precisely has a population of more than half of
its 182 million of its people under the 30 years of age which is the youth
putting on a severe strain on the nation suffering from a slowing economy
and  declining  revenue(  the  Nation,  2017).  With  this  escalating  youth
population, it is obvious that Nigeria has no laid down system to absorb
this outrageous number of youth which has brought us to where we are
today.

 Unemployment is one of the major problems in Nigeria today. We can
rightly say that it is not only peculiar in Nigeria but to other countries of
the world especially in the developing and the under developed countries.
Be it as it may, it is the responsibility of the government of any nation to
create jobs for her citizen at least to the barest minimum.

From statistics, the rate of unemployment in Nigeria increases yearly as
graduates  join the labour market.  This  can be aligned to the statement
published in the punch newspaper by Baye (2018) as thus;
……….the recurring ugly decimal of youth unemployment in Nigeria that
keeps worsening by the decade calls for serious concern and urgent action.
And  such  an  intervention  should  come  from  a  sustained  pragmatic
synergy involving the federal and state government, the private sector and
richly endowed individual. 
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According to the report from Afro Asian journal of social sciences, the low
economic growth, low economic activity and low investment have resulted
to  high  rate  of  youth  unemployment  in  Africa.  As  a  result  of  the
population growth, the small labour market is unable to absorb the vast
number of job seekers. About 68% unemployed Nigeria youths make up
the population and according to recommendation, the economy needs to
create  about  3  million  jobs  per  annum  to  maintain  the  current
unemployment rate. It can be said categorically, that with the rate of socio-
political  decadence  in  the  country,  the  above  recommendation  is  not
realizable.  The  question  now  is  what  can  be  done  to  salvage  this
deplorable situation?  
For Nigeria to measure up with this enormous population increase of the
youths,  there  is  a  great  quest  for  commitment  in  the  part  of  the
government, organizations and individuals to develop strategies that will
aid in the boosting and sustenance of the nation’s economic growth by
enhancing  youths  through skill  acquisitions,  investment  in  work  study
programs etc.,  which will  enormously equip the Nigeria youths for the
world of work. 

Importance of French Language to Nigerian Youths
The  importance  of  French  language  in  Nigeria  cannot  be

overemphasized. Considering its proximity in boundary allocation with
francophone countries and bilateral relations with other French nations.

According to Mr. Perez during the launching of the Clezio magazine,
French  language  would  not  only  enhance  bilateral  relations  between
Nigeria  and  France  but  would  enhance  economic  growth  through  job
creations within and outside the country. 

International relations
The  concept  of  learning  French  in  Nigeria  other  than  any  other

international or foreign language is based on the fact that  Nigeria as a
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country  is  surrounded  by  French  speaking  countries.  To  function
effectively in the international economy of this 21st century creates a need
for Nigerians to be French complaint and to be committed to the teaching
and learning of French to be relevant in this fast changing world economy.
Nations,  organizations,  people,  countries  etc.,  cannot  flow  in  areas  of
trade,  tourism,  media,  science  and  technology  without  language
connection. Language is the key to international relations among nations
and governments.

Onyemelukwe (2004) is of the opinion that Nigeria is a country where
diverse languages are spoken in a sea of  francophone and as such the
Nigeria citizens do not just need a good knowledge of French language to
be able to relate and interact with the boarder countries but also to be able
to relate with the French world as a whole.

 Accessibility to information and technology
There is  no room for  the provision of  channels  for  the youth to  be

connected and effectively participate in the socio-economic and political
stream of the country. The expansion of information and communication
technology  offers  opportunities  to  promote  and  expand  access  to
knowledge and participation of youth (Kayode: The Nations Nigeria). The
youths in any given society is the driving force when firmly harnessed.
They are the potential human resources base for development. The ability
to  foster the enhancement  of  the youths will  be of  great  benefit to the
citizens in particular and the Nigerian society at large.

 French  language  is  an  enhancer  to  economic  growth  through  job
creation.  The  world  is  fast  becoming  a  global  community  through
information communication technology (ICT). Today, the world is talking
about globalization which is an international phenomenon. Globalization
is referred to as the expansion of international flows of trade, finance, and
information  into  an  integrated  global  market,  the  prescription  of  the
liberation of national and global markets in the belief that free flows of
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trade,  finance and information will  produce the best  outcome for  both
economic  growth  and  human  welfare  (McDonald  (2016)
http//fr.scribd.com). The trend of globalization is one of the reasons why
every Nigerians  should seriously embrace the teaching and learning of
French language. 

 It is said that information is power, the knowledge of any language is
the road to empowerment and as has been early said French language is
one  of  the  only  regularly  used  language,  with  English  as  a  working
language by  international  organizations  and during  conferences  within
the African sub-region. The development and employment of our youths
will drastically reduce or control the rate of unemployment in the region.

 Listing but a few of the importance of French language to the youths,
Nigerian economy and the country at large, we will advance in this work
by trying to identify some of the ways in which the knowledge of French
language can play a role in the improvement of the employment ratio of
the youths in the Nigerian society.

French as a Tool to Youth Employment
There  are  ample  opportunities  for  learning  and  speaking  of  French
language  such  as  jobs  of  translator,  French  teacher,  jobs  at  French
institutions and companies, jobs at French embassies etc. we are going to
be looking at areas in which French language can be used as vital tool in
youth employment in Nigeria. 

Jobs with multinational institutions
The benefits of French language to Nigerian youths are enormous. French
is a popular and most spoken language after English, the opportunities are
eminent. Similarly, according to Adewola (https//scribd.com), the ability
to speak French and English is an advantage for finding a job with many
multinational  companies  using  French  as  their  working  language,  in  a
wide range of sectors such as automobile, retailing, aeronautics etc. France
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as the world biggest economy attracts entrepreneurs, researchers and the
cream of foreign students. The youths of today are aware of the economic
situation of the nation and should therefore enhance themselves in diverse
skills. The learning and speaking of French should be prioritized among
the  youths  as  this  will  increase  their  chances  of  employment  or  job
creation.

Choice of career
In addition, French language gives an edge to competition in the choice

of career when one is able to communicate in other foreign languages. It
enhances  one’s  opportunity  in  government,  business,  medicine,  law,
technology, entertainment, tourism, industry, military, market etc.

Travelling
Travelling is an integral part of human existence. There are people who
cannot do without travelling. And it is a fact to say here that travelling is
made easier and more pleasant when the language of the people is known
and spoken by the traveller. People travel for several purposes. It can be for
pleasure, studying or for business. Business skills plus foreign language
skills make an employee more valuable in the marketplace.

International labour market
French is a  language for international  relations. It  is  a working and

official language of the United Nations, the European Union, UNESCO,
NATO, International Red cross, Olympic committee, International courts
etc.  French  is  equally  the  language  of  the  three  cities  where  the  EU
institutions are headquartered; Strasbourg, Brussels, and Luxembourg. We
know that language barrier is a problem to any people. Therefore, if our
youths  are  French  literate,  it  will  be  easier  for  them to  secure  gainful
employments in any of the above mentioned international institutions and
many more in French speaking countries. 
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 On the contrary, the language barrier has constituted a serious road
block for Nigerian youths to have access to most of these numerous job
opportunities. In addition, there are adverts on jobs that place English and
French  as  basic  requirements.  Nigerian  graduates  are  already  English
speakers and having French as their second official language gives them
opportunity to choice of jobs. This is in consonance with the statement of
Eunice  Kazeem,  the  editor-in-chief  of  the  Clezio  magazine,  during  the
launch of the magazine as thus:
There are many international organizations with many job vacancies and
our youths can’t access them because of their inability to speak French. 

Most  of  these  job  vacancies  require  applicants  with  fluency  in  French
language or any other international language as the case may be. There is
a saying that when preparedness meets opportunity, success is inevitable.
The level of academic success in any field of study may be irrelevant when
it  comes  to  appointment  for  a  job  with  any  international  company,
institution or organization that requires a foreign language.

Studying in francophone countries
Studying in French countries can only be possible with a good knowledge
of  the  official  language.  Students  with  a  good level  of  French  may  be
eligible to apply for French government grant to enroll in postgraduate
courses  of  their  choice  in  France,  leading  to  international  recognized
postgraduate degrees that can play a role of an added advantage before
any international job vacancy.

Conclusion
French  is  a  subject  of  study  in  the  Nigerian  curriculum  in  secondary
schools. It should also be introduced in the tertiary level. This will enable
our youths to access some of the job opportunities in French institutions
and companies as well as work in francophone countries.
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French language education will definitely do a lot of Nigerian youth good
if incorporated into the vocational entrepreneurship education. This will
help  the  youths  to  be  prepared  for  any  employment  and  towards
developing the ability to identify business opportunities that  can make
them self-sufficient. 
The  use  of  common  language  remains  a  strong  key  in  the  area  of
international  relations,  trade,  tourism,  technology,  science,  media,  and
entertainment and between governments of different nationals.
Therefore  we  call  on  the  Nigerian  government  and  the  educational
stakeholders  as  a  matter  of  urgency  to  review  the  countries  academic
curriculum to  include  the  teaching  of  French language in  the  primary
schools  in  other  to  give  the  children  the  edge  at  their  tender  age  to
familiarize with the language as a second official language. 
It  is  also  pertinent  for  the  reason  of  this  massive  unemployment,  to
include French as a general  course in every department in our tertiary
institutions  for  at  least  the  first  two academic sessions to  enable  every
graduate communicate effectively in French language as this will help in
the promotion of the language in the country.
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