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Abstract
Painting is an artistic medium of expression which has contributed
a lot towards preserving cultural values of people and enhancing
the  aesthetic  of  our  homes and environment.  Unfortunately,  the
painters who produces the paintings, as observed in recent times in
our  society  are  been  face  with  the  challenge  of  finding  it  very
difficult to easily purchase artist pigment to produce paintings; due
to the hike in the cost of artist pigment in our art markets. Thus, it
has made some painters jettison the painting’ profession and opted
for  other  professions.  Therefore,  this  study is  aims  at  proffering
solution  as  an  alternative  for  pigment  for  painters  to  use  and
produce  their  paintings  and  to  motivate  painters  to  explore
alternative  media  as  pigment  by  recycling  indiscriminately
discarded  ribbon  and  wool  as  media  to  produce  mixed  media
collage painting for visual art expression without using pigment
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as part of the exploration. In achieving the objective of the paper,
many cognates and resource materials were consulted in writing
this  paper.  Also,  the  paper  further  states  the  stages  taken  to
accomplish the practical studio approach used to produce the mixed
media collage paintings. Conclusively, the paper is of the view that
if indiscriminately discarded waste like ribbon and wool are used as
media for collage paintings production it will enlarge the scope of
media that  will  be  used for  painting and also it  will  encourage
waste management in our society.

Keywords: Collage painting, mixed media, waste management, recycling

Introduction
The  challenges  painters  face  to  buy  imported  pigment  for  the

production of their painting has become a serious concern to painters in
our country today. This is because pigment is very expensive to buy and
in some cases very difficult to find and buy. Thus, it has made some studio
practicing  painters  jettison  practicing  painting  and  go  into  other
professions. Interestingly, some who are very interested in still practicing
as painters in some cases have resorted to improving pigment with found
waste objects found from the environment to produce collage paintings.

Unfortunately, it will be interesting to note that, despite the service
these  indiscriminately  discarded  waste  materials  renders  previously  in
terms of beautifying the environment  one important thing has eluded it
users,  which is how to dispose of them, and possibly how to recycling
them to generate wealth after using them for decorating event centers,
houses, streets among others.
The inability of some persons not being able to discard or recycle waste
materials  to  generate wealth  is  a  serious concern and challenge in our
society today. Although, some persons blame the act of the people who
discard  or  litter  waste  materials  on  the  environment  as  a  display  of
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ignorance Tyessi  (2014:1)  in one of  its  article entitled “Waste Recycling
how it should be captured “stales that a lot of waste has been thrown
away in Nigeria which can generate wealth. Tyessi on the issue adds that
the recycling of waste material can help elevate poverty in the country.

This study is interested in discouraging indiscriminate discarding
or littering of refuse in our environment, but rather encourage recycling of
waste  into  wealth  by  using  found  waste  materials  to  produce  collage
paintings as a way of improvisation for pigments which is very expensive
to buy and also difficult to find some times in our art markets.

Improvisation with found waste materials as pigment by artist to
produce painting in Nigeria has actual helped and have made a number
of artists to still practice in the country; which has also distinguished them
as notable artist for using found materials for producing paintings. Just to
mention but a few of them are Bruce Onobrakpeya, Best Ochigbo, Nsikak
Essien, Okujor Odey among others. Without doubt, it appears that most of
these neither experimental nor mixed media artists who are producing
artwork with found materials may he doing so due to the hike in the price
of pigment among other reasons. Thus, to contribute to existing media
and to encourage recycling of waste artistically to generate wealth, this
study is interested in the production of collage painting with ribbon and
wool waste as media; using mixed media approach.

Mixed media
According to Sayre (2007:530) mixed media is the combination of two

or more media in a single work. Similarly, Ochigbo (2006:19) states that
"Mixed media is  a  technique involving the use of  two or more artistic
media,  such  as  ink  and  pastel  or  painting  and  collage,  which  are
combined in a single composition. Similarly, Frank (2004:503) also states
that mixed media works of art are made with more than one medium.
Also Gilbert (1998:546) defines mixed media as a descriptive of any works
of  art  employing  more  than  one  medium  for  example  a  work  that
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combines painting, collage and screen print.
Mixed media according to Clara (2011:1) "is a kind of artwork in

which  several  media  are  employed  to  produce  an  art  work”.  Clara
explains that mixed media art began during the early twentieth century,
when  artist  looking  for  a  substitute  for  what  they  saw  as  hid  bound
academicism started including things and picture that were not regarded
as art  materials  in  their  works.  Frank (2004:503)  also states  that  mixed
media works of art are made with more than one media Smith, Wright
and Horton (1995:402) asserts that from earliest times, artist have created
mixed media compositions by combining materials such as Charcoal with
earth colours and extracted materials such as oxides or vegetables dyes.
The preparation of the ground which is the surface to which the pigment
is applied has also led to great deal of experimentation with materials.
Similarly, Smith, Wright, and Horton (1995:402) states that the beauty and
success of many mixed media works is achieved due to the artists capacity
for  combining  different  media  within  an  aesthetically  pleasing
composition.

Deducing from the definitions, assertions and explanation on mixed
media, it is vivid that mixed media entails a combination of two or more
-un-identical materials used in the creation of artwork. In other words, it
is  the  style  or  approach  where  two  or  more  materials  or  media  are
combined  to  produce  a  single  work  of  art.  Mixed  media  allow  for
improvisation where the expected materials to work are not available. One
very exceptional technique of art through which mixed media production
of artwork is executed is through collage technique of painting.

Collage
Collage painting according to Liphart (2014:1) is an art form that

involves gluing pieces  of  paper,  ribbon or fabric on to canvas or other
supports. Similarly, Honour and Fleming (1995:922) states that collage is a
communication made by gluing pieces of paper, cloth on a canvas or other
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ground. Similarly, Kleiner (2011:1033) states that it is a composition made
by  combining  on  a  flat  surface  various  materials,  such  as  newspaper,
wallpaper,  printed  text  and  illustration  photographs,  and  cloth.Russel
(1989:436) also states that  collage generally is a two-dimensional works
made of pasted paper pieces, cloth, or other materials. Redmond (2008:2)
also asserts that collage is a picture built with pieces of stick on a surface.
Honour and Fleming(2002:799) defines collage as a composition made by
gluing pieces of paper, cloth etc, on a canvas or other ground. Deducing
from the meaning of collage from the authors cited above and to have a
workable definition for this study it is obvious that collage is all aboutthe
production of an artwork or pictures with objects like newspaper, paper,
polythene, ribbon, wool etcetera by gluing or sticking them onto a surface
or ground.

Historically, Wallach (2012:2) states that the word collage was derived
from  the  French  word  “coller”  glue  meaning  to  stick.  It  also  means
“pasting” or “gluing” in art, it refers to the practice of attaching actual
objects such as cloth to the surface of a canvas or other support. Gersh-
Nesic (2015:12) also asserts that collage derived its name from the French
verb “coller'  to glue, the work of art onto a surface.  Getlein, (2005:178)
explains that Picasso and Braque appears to be the first artists that used
the technique, many artists adopted this method of compositing a picture
by  gathering  bits  and  pieces  from various  sources  after  them.  Getlein
further adds that one artist who made very personal use of collage was
Romare Bearden. Winter (2007:1) also asserts that collage came into the
focus of  the art  world in the 20th century,  often employing the “object
trouve”,  or  the  “found  objects”,  and  fixing  these  objects  on  a  two-
dimensional surface.

Collage as a technique for producing painting gives opportunities to
painters to use found objects to produce painting. It has also been adopted
or  used  by  several  painters  to  produce  experimental  and  exploratory
collage  paintings.  One  very  unique and interesting  aspect  of  it  is  that
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painters who are interested in using the technique are not just limited or
restricted  to  produce  a  painting  with  brush  and  pigment,  but  can
improvise  with  found waste  objects  from the  environment  to  produce
painting; especially during this era when pigments and brushes are very
expensive for painters to buy.
Types of Collage

There are different techniques used in the production of collage 
works. Thus, the following are some of the types of collage:

i.  Wood Collage:  Wood collage according to Taylor (2008:108) was
first experimented by Kurt Schwitters during the !920s after having
given up painting with pigment for paper collage. Taylor adds that
the principle of wood collage is clearly established at least as early
as his Merz picture with candle dating from the mid to late 1920s.
Wood collage made its  debut  a  long time ago.  It  is  believe that
during the mid-1940s Louise Nevelson evolved her sculptural wood
collages by assembling found scraps, including parts of furniture,
pieces of wooden crates or barrels, and architectural ruminants like
stair railings or moldings. Wood collage art uses only natural wood
such as  driftwood or  parts  of  found and altered legs,  branches,
sticks,  or  bark.  But  today  different  types  of  woods  have  been
introduced using ply boards, wood bark and other wood substance.
(Brooke, 2015:1).

ii. Decoupage:  This  is  a  kind  of  collage  today  that  is  commonly
regarded and viewed as raw craft. It has to do with the process of
placing  a  picture  into  an  object  for  decoration.  Decoupage,  like
many other art methods, began experimenting with a less realistic
and  more  abstract  style.  20lh century  artist  who  produced
decoupage works include Pablo Picasso and Henri  Matisse.  And
the most famous decoupage work is Matisse’s Blue Nude II.

iii. Photomontage:  Photomontage  is  another  technique  of  collage
which has to do with the production of composite photograph by
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cutting and joining a number of other photographs. The composite
pictures  are  sometimes  photographed so  that  the  final  image is
converted back into a seamless photographic print. Other methods
for  combining  pictures  are  also  called  photomontage,  such  as
Victorian “combination printing”, the printing from morethan one
negative on a single piece of printing paper front-projection and
computer montage techniques."

iv. Digital Collage: Digital collage is the technique of using computer
tools  in  collage  creation  to  encourage  chance  associations  of
disparate visual elements and the subsequent transformation of the
visual results through the use of electronic media. It is commonly
used in the creation of digital art.

v. Dimensional Collage:  A 3D collage is the art of putting altogether
three-dimensional objects such as rocks, beads, buttons, coins, or
even soil to form a new whole or now object. Examples can include
houses, bead, circles etc. 

vi. eCollage: The term “ecollage” (electronic collage) can be used for a
collage created by using computer tools. 

vii.Paper  Collage:  Paper  collage  is  formed  from  various  colours,
textures,  weight  and  types  of  paper.  Some  artists  incorporate
newspaper  into  their  collage  alongside  other  papers.  Cardstock,
construction paper or scrapbook paper all come in various colours
with their own special textures. The difference in colour, texture,
and weight in the collage draws the eye and adds intrigue to the
art. (Brooke, 2015).

viii. Paper Collage: The photo collage, amongst the various types
of collage, really makes for the most popular type of collage and
there really is no denying that photo collages are put together by
bringing in as many photos as possible and sticking them all onto a
common surface. It really is up to cut out the faces of the ones you
have and stick them onto a common surface or just not cut out faces
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and stick the picture as a whole. Sadly, however, traditional photo
collages  have  now  been  replaced  by  digital  photo  collages.
Nonetheless,  at  the  end  of  the  day,  the  emotions  that  can  be
aroused from a hard copy of pictures stick on a common surface
can never really replaced by a digital replica of the same (Lounge,
2015:1). 

ix. Magazine  Collages: A  magazine  collage  is  a  collage  idea  that
involves sticking photos and random information from a whole lot
of magazine onto a common surface. 

x. Fabric Collages: To create a fabric collage, you can hunt for several
of  fabric  and cut  them into  different  shapes  and sizes  and stick
what you have cut out onto a common surface. To arrive at best
results  with  your  fabrics  collage,  it  is  advisable  to  use  as  many
colours as possible. The goal of a fabric collage is to make it look as
chose as possible to how the cover of  a psychedelic  rock album
might  look  like.  If  you find it  hard to  gather  different  types  of
fabric, all you really need to do is look through your closet and zero
in on the old clothes you don’t want any more to produce it. 

xi. Wall collage: A wall collage is a compilation of photographs that
can be an event from your holiday with your family, or any other
occasion. A wall collage is not only fun to make, but can turn out to
be chapter than any store-bought decorative piece. You can make a
photo  collage  and  then  hang  it  on  the  wall  of  your  room as  a
decorative piece. 

Ribbon and Wool as Waste for Collage Work Production
Ribbon and wool have different meanings due to the various functions
they render. Thus, much related meanings will be looked at as it relates to
this  study.  According to Hornby (2010) ribbon is  a  silk,  nylon or other
materials in a narrow strip, used for tying something or for decoration.
While wool is the fine soft hair that forms the coats of sheep, goats and
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certain  other  animals.  (Hornby,2010).  Hornby  adds  that  thread,  cloth,
clothing,  etcetera  made  from  sheep,  goats  and  certain  other  animals.
Deducing from the meaning of the items it is obvious that the materials
are  either  used  for  decoration  event  centers  or  for  typing,  But  the
challenge with this materials after been used is that a lot of persons don't
know that the waste can be recycled artistically to produce artworks. In
fact, due to peoples ignorance they at times leave the materials after been
used  at  the  place  where  it  was  used  decoration  and  it  causes  a  lot
environmental issues, because it defaces the environment. This happens
because a lot of people lack the ability to manage waste in our society.
Thus,  to  remedy the situation,  this  study has decided to recycle waste
materials  for  a  fruitful  venture  by  using  them  to  produce  artworks
adapting mixed media collage technique of painting.

Synergy of  Ribbon and Wool  in the Production of  Mixed Media
Painting  as  an  Approach  to  Waste  Recycling  and  Environmental
Waste Management

The  need  for  synergy  for  ribbon  and  wool  as  a  medium
of  improvisation  for  the  production  of  mixed  media  collage
painting seem to  be  born  out  of  the challenges  and diffi culties
painter's face in our society in trying to buy or get pigments to
produce  paintings.  As  pointed  out  jearlier  in  this  study,
painters  at  times are face with the challenge of  been unable to
buy  pigments  to  produce  paintings,  due  to  the  high  cost  of
pigment  in  our  art  markets.  These  unfortunate  situations  have
made  some  painters  to  opt  for  other  profession  like  teaching
among  others.  While  some  who  are  very  passionate  and
enthusiastic  in  the  profession  have  decided  to  remain  and
continue  to  practice  by  improving  alternative  means  to
produce  paintings  that  express  their  views,  emotions  and
feeling  in  the  society.  And one  of  the  mean  is  the  recycling  of
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discarded  waste  materials  which  are  littered  on  our
environment.  According  to  Gushem  and  Agada  (2013)
recycling  materials  has  been  a  common  practice  in  our
societies,  but  people  are  not  really  conscious  of  it.  Gushem
and  Agada  also  notes  that  improvisation  in  art  in  Nigeria
today can be seen as a move at encouraging, supporting and as
a  means  of  providing  artistic  practice  outside  an  educational
system that is relevant to 21 s tcentury realities.

This  study  encourages  improvisation,  exploration,  and
experimentation with waste materials from our environment. Therefore,
the need for synergy of ribbon and wool for this study to produce collage
painting using the mixed media collage technique of painting seen to be
born out of the indiscriminate way these materials are been discarded on
our environment on a daily bases without the proper way of disposing
them. Although, environmentalist believes that people discard waste due
to ignorant because they don't know that it can be recycled to generate
wealth for them (Gerald, 2011).As a way of proffering solution Adewole
(2009)  suggests  that  recycling  programs  can  help  reduce  solid  waste
pollution.  Similarly,  Saliu  (2010)  states  that,  waste  management  has  in
recent times been a concern in major towns and efforts have been put in
place to rid cities of the waste either through burning or burial. Saliu adds
that artists are not left out in this crusade, but in an innovation manner.
Saliu also points out that instead of burning off such wastes artists have
created artworks from electronic, automobile parts or agriculture wastes.

Deducing  from  the  views  of  the  authors  cited  above,  it
is  obvious  that  recycling  waste  materials  have  very  signifi cant
impact  on our  environment  and also  help  in  the  production of
artwork as alternative for conventional pigment for painters.

Procedure on how the Practical Studio Project was carried out: 

Mixed Media Collage Technique 274



South-South Journal of Humanities and international Studies                    

The study started with gathering of the waste ribbon and wool materials
to use for the work 
The materials used for the study are as follows: 

 Ribbon of different colours
 Wool of different colour
 Scissors 
 Gum or glue 
 Containers for putting piece of the cut tiny ribbons and wools to

work 
 Canvas surface 
 Palette knife to collect glue to the canvas surface and for picking

ribbon and wool to stick on canvas 
 Frame for framing artwork

Stages undertaken in the production of the college painting for this study
two mixed media collage paintings were produced, the first is titled“the
Niger Delta fishing settlement”. While the other is titled “De fruits” these
collage paintings are produced using the following stages: 

Stage 1
The first  stage of producing the collage painting begins with collecting
and gathering of waste ribbons and wool of different colours from our
environment. 
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Plate 1: A picture showing where one of the researcher is collecting and
gathering the waste ribbon and wool

Stage 2: selecting arranging and gathering waste ribbons and wool
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Figure  2:   picture  showing  where  one  of  the  researcher  is  selecting,
arranging and cutting the gathered waste ribbons and wool. 

Stage 3:  The third stage of the work is the preparation of canvas support

Figure 3: A picture showing where one of the researcher is preparing the
canvas
Stage 4:  The fourth stage of the work is the sticking of the pieces of cut
ribbons and Wool on canvas:
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Plate 4: A picture showing one of  the researcher sticking ribbons and
wool waste
Stage  5:  The  fifth  stage  of  the  work  was  the  final  stage  of  the  work
produced by the artist with pieces of ribbons and wool:

Artist: BiobeleNwogu
Title: Sand Sand Village 
Media: Ribbon and Wool
Size: 90cm x 60cm
Year: 2017
Conclusion
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This  study  is  aimed  at  encouraging  painters  to  explore  with
indiscriminately discarded ribbon and wool waste as media to produce
collage  paintings  without  pigment  and  brush  using  the  mixed  media
technique. The need to used indiscriminately discarded ribbon and wool
materials to produce mixed media collage painting is due to the hike in
the  price  of  artist  pigment  in  our  art  markets  and  also  as  a  way  of
recycling waste into wealth artistically. Another reason which inspired the
study was the way people in our society indiscriminately discard, dispose
or  litter  refuse  in  our  environment  without  minding  the  health
consequence  of  the  waste  to  people  among  other  factors  which  are
inimical to human existence base on their act.

The basic objective of the study is to use indiscriminately discarded
ribbon and wool waste as media to produce collage painting using the
mixed media collage painting technique. While the significant of the study
is  to  ensure  that  waste  is  turn  into  wealth  through  the  production  of
collage painting with the materials. Similarly, the study believes that it will
enable  painters  to  explore  with  found  waste  materials  to  production
collage  painting  when  they  are  faced  with  the  challenge  of  finding  it
difficult to buy pigment in the market. Finally, the study recommends that
improvisation  and  recycling  of  waste  artistically  to  produce  artwork
should  be  encouraged  in  visual  art  studios  and  in  our  institutions  of
learning  as  to  enable  people  know  the  benefits  that  acquires  from
recycling of waste into wealth.
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