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Abstract 
The study examines political godfatherism on women’s elective positions in 

South-East and South-West geopolitical region in Nigeria. Cross-sectional survey 

research design was adopted. The target population of the study involves 

registered voters selected from Anambra, Imo, Lagos and Osun states respectively. 

Stratified random sampling technique was used in selecting the women who 

served as respondents of the study as they were selected from different states. The 

sample of the study was drawn from the total population of registered women 

voters from the four states thus-Anambra = 1153985; Imo = 1071159; Lagos= 

3097235; and Osun= 792187 given a total of 6114566. However, 400 sample size 

were determined using Taro Yamane formula. Furthermore, disproportion 

sampling techniques was used to calculate the number of respondents for each 

state, since the numbers of registered women voters in the study area are not equal. 

Data were elicited through structured questionnaire with the aid of Likert five-

points scale. Instruments’ validity was ascertained by supervisors and scholars in 

the field of public administration, Babcock University, Ogun State. Data collected 

were classified, analyzed and interpreted using tables and percentages with the 

aid of statistical package for social sciences (SPSS Version, 20). From the results of 

the analysis, the study concludes that godfatherism influences women’s political 

participation in South-East and South-West geopolitical region. Thus, the study 

recommends among others that the Independent National Electoral Commission 

should show a strong sense of accountability and should be entirely independent 

of the ruling party or government which proves its role as an impartial electoral 

judge. 

 

Keywords: Goddaughters, Godfatherism, Politics, Women Elective Position, South-

East, South-West 



South-South Journal of Humanities and international Studies                      Vol.3 No.4 December, 2020 
 

Political Godfatherism in Nigeria: A Survey of Women Elective Position in South-East and South-West Nigeria. 176 

Introduction 

When the word “godfather” is mentioned, it invokes and strikes divergent cords in the 

minds of persons concerned. Although, it is traceable to the Roman catholic church 

tradition as buttressed by Isaac (2005) where a young person is adopted by an older person 

to either be a godson or daughter, the aim was to care and protect the godson or daughter. 

However, this has diffused into various aspects of politics globally of which Nigeria has 

her fair share. Political godfatherism since the first republic has been one factor that has 

been engraved into the political setting of Nigeria (Abdullahi & Sakanyau, 2013). Political 

godfatherism as a construct has since the years taken its toil in the political battle ground 

of Nigeria affecting elective positions in Nigeria’s democracy. According to Jibrin (2003), 

political godfathers are politicians that sponsor criminal elements and those of the 

underworld during elections to protect their contracts. This he referred to as “Party 

Machine” in Politics. This was the reason Abdullahi and Sakanyau (2013), opined that 

political godfatherism has turned out to be scary phenomenon in the Nigeria’s political 

scene. 

 

Omotola (2007), emphasized that political godfatherism has grossly contributed to the 

criminalization of the electioneering process in the state (Isaac 2005). Similarly, Abdullahi 

and Sakanyau (2013), posit that the tendency of political godfathers is to grab political 

(socio-economic powers as a mechanism to commanding political influence over political 

office holders and he appointing people in various positions. Oviasuyi (2009), emphasized 

that the activities of political godfatherism in Nigeria is on the increase which is politics to 

behold. This is the reason Olarinmoye (2008), commented that political godfatherism is a 

phenomenon of political sponsorship to various political positions, power control, council 

of the treasury and ultimate resource of the state. At the dispositions of political 

godfathers, they determine who gets nominated to contest elections and those who 

ultimately win the elections. However, the influence of political godfathers is not limited 

to male politicians alone, it also involves female politician as well, as they vie for various 

political positions. 

 

According to the World Bank Report (2012), women account for 49.36% of the total 

population of Nigeria. Agbalajobi (2009) emphasized that women constitute half of the 

population of the country of which they are also politically relevant irrespective of the fact 

that they suffer political discrimination at respective electioneering process of Nigeria. 

Nonetheless, women are not left out in the political scene and in the participatory 

democracy of Nigeria, adopting them as political godfathers in the phenomenon of 

political godfatherism. Very little has be researched in this area of concern and this has 

been unclear to scholars. Thus, there is a wide gap in knowledge on the effect of 
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godfatherism on women elective positions. It is against this background that the study 

intends to investigate the effects of political godfatherism on elective positions of women 

particularly in South-East and South-West geo-political regions of Nigeria. 

 

Objectives of the Study 

The primary objective of the study is to examine the concept of political godfatherism as 

it affects elective positions for women in the South-East and South-West region of 

Nigeria. Thus, the specific objectives are to: 

1. Examine the effect of political godfatherism on women’s elective position in 

South-East (Anambra and Imo state) geo-political region in Nigeria. 

2. Examine the effect of political godfatherism on women’s elective position in 

South-West (Lagos and Osun state) geo-political region in Nigeria.  

 

Research Question 

Based on the objective of the study, the following research questions were put forward to 

serve as a guide for the study: 

1. How does the role of political godfatherism affects women’s political 

participation in South-East (Anambra and Imo states) geo-political region of 

Nigeria?  

2. How does the role of political godfatherism affects women’s elective position in 

South-West (Lagos and Osun states) geo-political region?  

 

Literature Review  

The idea of godfatherism is same as “intermediary, mentoring, benevolence” provision 

and funding (Rasakm Oye, Ake & Raji, 2017). Bringing the concept of godfatherism into 

the political scene, Chukwuemeka, Oji & Chukurah (2013), posit that it is a philosophy that 

is advocated on the conviction that some sets of people (Politicians) have substantial 

resources individually to ascertain who emerges as a flag bearer in a political party and 

subsequently wins the election. This goes to explain the fact that political godfathers are 

those who have all it takes to both influence the outcome of who gets the party tickets or 

nominated to run in an election and who ultimately comes out victorious in the 

electioneering process (Rasak et al., 2017). This means that godfathers in an election has 

the propensity to deliver political sons and daughters in any electoral contest. Rasak et al., 

(2017) further posit that it is a norm in the political arena for political aspirants to look out 

for political godfathers to champion their political course. No wonder Adegbami & Ganiyu 

(2019), reiterate that political godfathers are political “big-wigs” who have acquired too 

much power with which they exercise on who gets what in the polity and in the society. 

Albert (2005), looks at them from the spectacle of “political gate keepers”, because they 
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determine flow of political actors in and out of the political amphitheater. They position 

themselves to control the political tempo and tide no matter the situation and 

circumstance. Political godfather is a powerful person in dominant political party assisting 

a rather lackey person (godson or in this context goddaughter) to come out victorious in 

an election whether the person is the most popular candidate or not. 

 

Attah, Audu & Haruna (2014), posit that political actors with lesser social class and 

pedigree will clinch themselves to persons with higher political / social class (considered 

to be the godfathers) for economic and otherwise benefit). Corroborating this, Bassey & 

Enetak (2008) assert that   political godfatherism implies power and authority play of 

politically relevant persons at the helm of affairs in determining who is nominated and 

who eventually wins the election.  Rasak et al., (2017), added that they are “highly 

politically mobile” and influence political fellowship for those (godson) whose back they 

throw their weight behind to come out victorious. Rasak et al., (2017) further explained 

that those who participate in the act of godfatherism are known to be godfathers while the 

beneficiaries are considered godsons and in this context goddaughters. 

 

The Advent of Godfatherism in Nigerian Politics and Its Influence  

According to Attah et al (2014), the Hausas refer to godfather as “Maigida” (master of the 

house), the Yoruba society referred to a godfather as “Baba Kekere” (the small great father). 

They explained that the Yorubas have a deeper view of the concepts to mean “the father 

of the underground world” (Baba Isala) or “great helper in time of trouble” (Baba Nigbejo). 

Dickson (2003), took it further to the socio-cultural setting of the Igbo society to bring to 

bear the disposition of a master (Nnam-Ukwu) and that of a servant (Odibo). 

 

According to Rasak et al., (2017), the emergence of the concept of godfatherism in Nigerian 

politics could be traceable to the First Republic when Nigeria had three major dominant 

political parties – Northern People’s Congress (NPC), National Congress of Nigerian 

Citizen (NCNC) and Action Group (AG). It was stated that political godfathers in the then 

political era meticulously selected their godsons by extension daughters to foster the 

welfare of the masses. 

 

Bassey & Enetak (2008), elucidated that political actors in the likes of Nnamdi Azikiwe of 

the NCNC, Chief Obafemi Awolowo of the AG and Ahmadu Bello of NPC, who may be 

seen as godfathers used godsons for the advancement of the peoples’ aspiration instead of 

their parochial gains. From the position of the initial intent of the concept of godfatherism 

in the Nigerian political space as shown above, it is obvious that it was intended for good. 

No wonder Anakweze (2004) claims that the idea of godfatherism originated from 
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Christianity, where supposed godparents are chosen as surrogates to assist either adapted 

or natural parents nurture a child to grow up to become law-abiding and God-fearing 

citizen (Anakweze, 2004). Ugwu (2008), stated that over the years around the world, many 

godparents have helped in the development of many children whose parents were 

deceased. Ugwu (2008), further explained that the relationship between a godson and a 

godfather was that of a consecrated and devout obligation in the Christendom geared 

towards the guidance and nurturing of the godson to success. The phenomenon of 

godfatherism in the Nigerian political space took another turn after successive military 

coups bringing an end to the above intent. 

 

Rasak et al., (2017) indicate that the first generation of godfathers were compassionate and 

broadminded compared to the crop of godfathers we have since the return of Nigerian 

democracy in 1999. They take advantage of their position as political godfathers or elites 

to superimpose their will and place frivolous demands on their proponents (godsons) 

which in most cases are against the aspiration of the masses. Ugwu (2008), contributing 

asserts that the architecture of political godfatherism in Nigeria’s democracy is rather 

unfortunate bringing unfortunate retrogression in the long-awaited democracy. Ugwu 

went further to paint godfathers as “God forsaken criminals” who can go any mile to 

actualize their selfish intension even if it takes the act of assassination.  

 

Oviasuyi (2009) posits that the primary objective of godfatherism in Nigerian political 

space is for selfishness and self-development of the so called godfathers at the expense of 

the electorates, community and nation at large. Onwuzuruigbo (2007) affirmed that 

godfathers upholds an opportunistic or leechlike and egoistic affiliation with their political 

godsons, sacrificing the good interest of the community on the altar of realizing their own 

supreme aspiration. Odivwri (2007) in an online newspaper elucidated that political 

godfathers in today’s politics are greedy politicians who offer membership to godsons just 

to enlarge their power bank and strengthen their sphere of influence in their political space. 

“Godfathers are people of questionable wealth and influences who robbed political parties 

of their conventional and legitimate functions of presenting clear and coherent 

programmes on the basis of which the candidates presented by them are chosen by the 

voters.” (Osimen , Anegbode, Basil & Oyewole 2018, p.36), 

 

This political pandemic has bedeviled the Nigerian polity to the point that political 

godfathers forcefully exalt their political godson to positions of governance just to 

fraudulently divert public funds meant to establish factories for employment and other 

developmental strides to Swiss or other European or American banks, leaving the masses 

in abject poverty. Ajayi (2007) from the view point of the former Vice President of Nigeria 
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Alhaji Atiku Abubakar, stated that the role of the masses (electorates) are diminishing as 

godfathers are gradually taking over the Nigerian political institution thereby posing a 

threat to the development of our young democracy. 

 

Judging from the above, Adegbami & Ganiyul (2019), opined that godfathers in Nigerian 

politics see themselves as gods and behave as gods, they see themselves as people that do 

and undo anything in the political space of Nigeria and go free. This is because of the 

enormous power and money they have in coffers to manipulate loyalists, foster the 

inordinate ambition and protect their political investment. 

 

Some Trends of Godfatherism in the Nigerian Political Setting 

Ugwu (2008), opined that the political instruction in Nigeria is financially and structurally 

epileptic to put in place and conduct an electioneering process that is devoid of electoral 

manipulations and malpractices by the said greedy political entrepreneurs – the 

godfathers. This has led to several fall out in time past (especially in our recent democracy) 

by godsons and godfathers throwing good governance overboard and leaving the state in 

confusion and crisis. 

 

The story of Adams Oshiomhole (a godfather) who installed his godson as the governor of 

Edo State in 2015 and later wanted him out by all means in the 2020 elections due to several 

fall outs is what cannot be forgotten so soon. It was a show of shame in the state which led 

to several challenges. Another scenario worthy of note is that of Anambra State as observed 

by Ugwu (2004) where an incumbent governor -Chris Ngige was abducted or kidnapped 

from his office and taken to an unknown destination because he refused the selfish 

condition of his godfather who installed him. It was indeed a height of political madness. 

Oviasuyi (2009) added that an example of this negative phenomenon of godfatherism is 

Chris Uba in Anambra State politics of People’s Democratic Party (PDP), who cheaply 

belittled the concept of godfatherism to a “capital investment in Anambra State”. Oviasuyi 

(2009) went further to quote Uba direct words, “It is not just the governor and his deputy, 

there are also three senators, 10 members of House of Representatives and 30 members of 

House of Assembly of the State, I sponsored them, I put them there” 

 

Oyo State also had their fair share in the menace of godfatherism as governor Ladoja 

fought against his godfather Adedibu which brought about restlessness in the state. 

Lamido Adedibu of Oyo State a political godfather in tenure of Rashid Ladoja as governor 

of the state. It was said that the godfather Adedibu submitted 13 names to the governor to 

be made commissioners in the state when the governor had planned to have 14 
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commissioners in the state when the governor had planned to have 14 commissioners in 

total (htt://hrw.org/report:2007, as cited in Oviasuyi (2009). 

 

It was also heard of Dr. Olusola Saraki (godfather) and his godson – Alhaji Muhammed 

Lawal (the governor of Kwara State between 1999 – 2003). Dr. Saraki wanted an 

unprecedented loyalty from his godson and because of his inadequate political patronage 

of godfather, it resulted to a “battle for supremacy” in Kwara State; this grossly affected 

the good governance of the state (Thovoethin ,2004). 

 

According to Joseph (1991 as cited in Ugwu (2008), this ugly situation (the outcome of 

godfatherism) has left Nigeria democracy in a state of “prebendalism”. Ugwu (2008) stated 

that the case of Governor Mbadinuju and Emeka Offor brought a lot of evil in the state 

where development was put to a standstill as nothing worked. It was so bad that schools 

were closed down for ten months making democracy a caricature in Anambra State. 

Godfatherism in Nigerian politics has rubbished its original intent and that of our young 

democratic tenets. According to Oviasuyi (2009, p.4), “The experience of godfatherism in 

both states have resulted in wanton destruction of goods and properties worth millions of 

Naira. Osimen, Anegbode, Basil & Oyewole(2018), x-rayed major challenges women face 

in Nigerian politics so far, out of which political godfatherism was itemsed. They went 

further to elucidate that godfatherism is a political concept in Nigeria that has streamlined 

participation of women in politics. This they emphasized that it is because godfathers in 

Nigerian politics are seen to be men who have the supremacy single-handedly decide both 

who gets chosen to run in an election and who ultimately emerges victorious.  

 

Reasons for Godfatherism in Nigeria’s Political Space  

Oviasuyi (2009) gave five points why godfatherism prevailed and will still prevail in the 

Nigerian polity. 

1. Weak financial position and political charisma on the part of political aspirants for 

various positions of power in Nigeria. 

2. Godfathers foster the activities of the political system which helps their godsons 

to emerge victorious in any electioneering process. 

3. Godfathers have all it takes to destabilize the political space of Nigeria, creating 

insecurity and other vices just to achieve their aim of installing the protégés. 

4. They can make the governance of the state chaotic if their protégé refuses to dance 

to their tone. 

5. Godfathers are not just mere-financial political sponsors and campaigners but 

people with power with the propensity to ferment violence and manipulate 

corruption across the board of the nation state. 
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Women in Nigerian Politics  

According to Ofong (2002) as cited in Ogbogu (2012), the population of women constitutes 

50 percent of the total Nigerian population and 51 percent of the voting strength of the 

nation. Despite this, their impact is not felt compared to their male counterpart. Available 

data revealed that women only have 7 percent of political representation in the country 

(Agbalajobi, 2010). Didia (2004), argued that women in Nigeria have great input in the 

nation state as they account for 60 percent of total population. He added that they have not 

been given their rightful place in the politics of the nation, in spite of the several efforts 

made. Nigeria subscribed to the prescription of Beijing platform of Action of 30 percent 

representation of women politics in 1995, and in 2007 the government signed into law the 

National Gender Policy to mainstream gender in all facets of life, yet not much has been 

done to change their representation of women. (Ogbogu, 2012).  

 

The politics of Nigeria over the years has been that of male folk (Okeke, 2015; Olurode, 

2013). Quadri (2015) opined that the more women clamour to be included in the political 

space of Nigeria, the less they see their aspiration come through. Chapman (1993) as cited 

in Agbalajobi (2009) stated that for women to achieve political success, existing male 

political elites have to be displaced. Meanwhile, women make up for significant proportion 

of the population of Nigeria (Agbalajobi, 2010). In spite of this, Olufuunke (2014), argued 

that their population strength does not reflect in the political space. Obi (2007) noted that 

democracy does not discriminate the female gender and as such they can participate in any 

electioneering process to occupy any position of elective office. She therefore, urged 

women to go for positions of governance and maintained that such positions cannot be 

easily attained without help. 

 

In 1992, General Babangida, former military president of Nigeria, in a forum on women, 

noted that “the compelling reasons why women must be integrated in the development 

process is their numerical strength, they are industrious and enterprising and they are 

good managers” (Babangida, 1992). Contrary to this background, Admiral Augustus 

Aikhomu in the administration of Ibrahim Babangida in 1988, specified the intent of 

government to set up the Women commission to coordinate women matters. For instance, 

in the incident of the four areas in Akoko Local Government, it was recorded that no female 

won any political office in the councillorship portfolio or as a local government chairperson 

in the entire 149 wards in the LGAs between 1999 and 2007 (Olufuunke 2014). Olufuunke 

added that in Ondo State, amid 1999 and 2007, the percentage of women represented at 

the local government elections was pretty small and discouraging. There was no woman 

that appeared as a serious contender for gubernatorial positions. The reason for the above 

was that majority of the people adopted to run for political offices where predominantly 
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men and godfathers throw their weights behind them. This Hartman (1997) opined that 

men have patriarchal patronage control over women, especially control of power. The 

manner of politics especially at the selection stage are centered on the male gender 

(NCWD, 2016). This, Orji, Orji & Agbanyim (2018) added that other political activities are 

often influenced by elders, knowing that women do not have the experience to canvers for 

vote especially in a male dominated environ.  

 

Methodology  

The study employs cross-sectional survey research design and utilizes both quantitative as 

well as qualitative data. The population of the study involves women within the South-

East and South-West geopolitical region of Nigeria. The choice of these region is due to 

women’s active political participation since the precolonial era till date. However, due to 

the complexities and unrealistic attempt at reaching the entire women population within 

the time frame, a target population of registered women voters were purposively selected 

from Anambra and Imo states representing South-East zone and Lagos as well as Osun 

states representing South-West respectively. The target groups are women politicians, civil 

servants and women from NGO’s who are well informed about National Gender Policy. 

Stratified random sampling technique was used in selecting the women who served as 

respondents of the study because they are from different states. The sample size of the 

study was drawn from the total population of registered women voters from the four states 

thus-Anambra = 1153985; Imo = 1071159; Lagos= 3097235; and Osun= 792187 given a total 

of 6114566 (The figures for the four states were calculated using 47.14% of the total number 

of registered women voters from the 36 states of the federation)(Premium Times, 2019). Taro 

Yamane formula was used to determine the sample size of the study, thus: 

n = N/(1 + Ne2) 

Where n=Sample size 

N=population Size=6114566 

1= Constant 

e= Level of precision=0.05 

n =  6114566/(1 + 6114566 x (0.05)2 

n = 6114566 /1 + 15287.415 

n= 6114566 / 15288.415 

n= 399.94 

≈ 400 samples. 

 

Since, the population of registered women voters were not the same in the selected states, 

disproportion sampling techniques was used to calculate the number of respondents for 

each state. Thus, the results indicate, 75 respondents from Anambra state, 70 respondents 
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from Imo State, 203 respondents from Lagos State while 52 respondents represent Osun 

state respectively. Primary data were elicited through structured questionnaire with the 

aid of Likert five-points scale while Journals, magazine, Newspapers, Reports, government 

gazettes etc., represent secondary sources. Instruments’ validity was ascertained by 

supervisors and scholars in the field of public administration, Babcock University, Ogun 

State. Data collected were classified, analyzed and interpreted using tables, percentages 

and ratio with the aid of statistical package for social sciences (SPSS Version, 20), while 

materials from secondary sources were analyzed using content analysis. 

 

Data Presentation, Analysis and Discussion of Findings 

In this study, four hundred (400) copies of questionnaire were administered while three 

hundred and eighty (380) were retrieved, which constitute 95 % retrieval rate. One 

hundred and forty-five (145) were administered in Anambra (75) and Imo (70) States 

respectively. Out of the number (145) distributed, 73 and 65 (138) were retrieved from 

Anambra and Imo States of South-East, constituting 97% and 92% respectively. Similarly, 

out of two hundred and fifty-five (255) distributed in Lagos (203) and Osun (52) States in 

South-West, 242 were retrieved in both states, Lagos (195) and Osun (47), representing 96% 

and 90% respectively. 

 

Table 1. The effect of the role of political godfathers on the elective positions of women 

in the South-East Nigeria 

S/

N 

Item SA(5) A(4) SD 

(3) 

D (2) U (1) Mea

n 

S

D 

Remark

s 

  F(%) F(%) F(%) F(%) F(%)    

1. It 

encourages 

electoral 

fraud 

64(46.4) 53(38.4

) 

8(5.8) 11(8.0) 2(1.4

) 

4.2 0.9 Accept 

2. It enhances 

mediocrity 

39(28.3) 66(47.8

) 

11(8.0

) 

20(14.5

) 

2(1.4

) 

3.8 1.0 Accept 

3. It affects 

productivit

y 

56(40.6) 61(44.2

) 

10(7.2

) 

11(8.0) 0(0.0

) 

4.1 0.8 Accept 

4. They do 

not 

encourage 

women to 

participate 

95(68.8) 28(20.3

) 

6(4.3) 2(1.4) 7(5.1

) 

4.4 1.0 Accept 
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in elective 

politics. 

5 It 

encourages 

corruption 

and 

enriches 

the 

godfathers 

 

112(81.2

) 

19(13.8

) 

4(2.9) 2(1.4) 1(0.7

) 

4.7 0.6 Accept 

 Average weighted 

mean  

     4.2 0.8 Accept 

 

Key:   [SA] = Strongly Agree, [A] = Agree, [UN] = Undecided, [D] = Disagree, [SD] 

Strongly Disagree 

*** Decision Rule: If mean is less or equal to 1.49 = Undecided, 1.5 to 2.49 = 

Disagree, 2.5 to 3.49 = Strongly Disagree, 3.5 to 4.49 = Agree, 4.5 to 5 = Strongly 

Agree 

 

Table 1. shows the effect of the role of political godfathers on the elective positions for 

women in the South-East Nigeria. The table showed that 84.8% of the respondents agreed 

that the highest effect of the role of political godfathers is that it encourages electoral fraud 

on elective positions for women in South-East, while 13.8% of them disagreed, and 1.4% 

were undecided. It is also revealed that 76.1% of the respondents agreed that political 

godfather enhancesmediocrity on elective positions for women in South-East, while 22.5% 

of them disagreed, and 1.4% did not decide on the statement. It is observed that 84.8% of 

the respondents agreed that political godfathersaffect productivity, while 15.2% of them 

disagreed about the statement. The table further showed that 89.1% of the respondents 

were of the view that political godfathers did not encourage women to participate in 

elective politics in South-East, while 5.7% of them disagreed, and 5.1% were undecided. It 

is also revealed that 95.0% of them affirmed that political godfathersencourage corruption 

and enriches the godfathers in the South-East, while 4.3% of them disagreed, and 0.7% 

were undecided. 

 

Meanwhile, it is observed that the role of political godfathers on the elective positions for 

women in the South-East Nigeria mostly encourages corruption and enriches the 

godfathers (X=4.7), followed by discourage women from participating in elective politics 

(X=4.4). Another effect is electoral fraud (X=4.2) and less productivity (X=4.1) while 
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mediocrity enhancement (X=3.8) is the least effect of the role of political godfathers on 

women in the South-East Nigeria. By implication, the average weighted mean value of 

X=4.2, shows thatall the factors considered in this study are effects of the nature of Nigerian 

politics on elective position for women in South-East Nigeria. This means that if the factors 

identified are not removed, the elective position for women will continue to fall. 

 

Table 2. The effect of the role of political godfathers on women in the South-West 

Nigeria 

S/N Item SA(5) A(4) SD (3) D (2) U (1) Mean SD Remarks 

  F(%) F(%) F(%) F(%) F(%)    

1. It 

encourages 

electoral 

fraud 

137(56.6) 81(33.5) 13(5.4) 3(1.2) 8(3.3) 4.3 0.9 Accept 

2. It enhances 

mediocrity 

120(49.6) 100(41.3) 16(6.6) 5(2.1) 1(0.4) 4.3 0.7 Accept 

3. It affects 

productivity 

145(59.9) 63(26.0) 30(12.4) 3(1.2) 1(0.4) 4.4 0.7 Accept 

4. They do not 

encourage 

women to 

participate 

in elective 

politics. 

166(68.6) 58(24.0) 10(4.1) 5(2.1) 3(1.2) 4.5 0.7 Accept 

5 It 

encourages 

corruption 

and enriches 

the 

godfathers 

203(83.9) 33(13.6) 1(0.4) 5(2.1) 0 4.7 0.5 Accept 

 Average weighted 

mean  

     4.4 0.7 Accept 

 

Key:   [SA] = Strongly Agree, [A] = Agree, [UN] = Undecided, [D] = Disagree, [SD] 

Strongly Disagree 

*** Decision Rule: If mean is less or equal to 1.49 = Undecided, 1.5 to 2.49 = 

Disagree, 2.5 to 3.49 = Strongly Disagree, 3.5 to 4.49 = Agree, 4.5 to 5 = Strongly 

Agree 
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Table. 2. shows the effect of the role of political godfathers on the elective positions for 

women in the South-West Nigeria. The table showed that 90.1% of the respondents agreed 

that political godfathersencourage electoral fraud, while 6.6% of them disagreed, and 3.3% 

were undecided. It is also revealed that 90.9% of the respondents agreed that political 

godfather enhances mediocrity, while 8.7% of them disagreed, and 0.4%were undecided. 

It is reported that 85.9% of the respondents agreed that the role of political godfathers 

affect productivity, while 13.6% of them disagreed, and 0.4% were undecided.  The table 

further shows that 92.6% of the respondents were of the view that political godfathersdo 

not encourage women to participate in elective politics in South-West, while 6.2% of them 

disagreed, and 1.2% were undecided. It is also revealed that 97.5% of the respondents were 

of theview that political godfathersencourage corruption and enriches the godfathers, 

while 2.5% disagreed. 

 

Moreover, it is observed that the role of political godfathers on the elective positions for 

women in the South-West Nigeria mostly encourage corruption and enriches the 

godfathers (X=4.7) followed by it discourages women from participating in elective politics 

(X=4.5), it affects productivity (X=4.4). The least effect for women in the South-West Nigeria 

are the electoral fraud and mediocrity enhancement (X=4.3) respectively. From the average 

weighted mean value of X= 4.4, all the items on Table 2. show that they all were responsible 

for the effects of the role of political godfathers on elective positions for women in the 

South-West Nigeria. The implication is that, if these factors are not removed or eliminated, 

elective positions of women will not improve. 

 

These findings are in line with the works of Oladoye (2012), who maintained that the role 

of political Godfathers in parties and during elections limit the aspirations of women and 

impede their access to leadership positions. Responses from the interviewees from the 

South-East showed that godfathers have negatively affected the political participation of 

women in Nigeria and their various States. They chorused that if any political aspirant 

especially the women are not attached to godfathers, they will ‘pull them down’ and make 

them not to go far because the women may renege on their promises made to the 

godfathers. Buttressing this point, Mr. Onyeka Ebenebe, the Special Assistant to Anambra 

State Governor on Social Welfare, Women and Children Affairs, and the Director on 

Gender Matters, Ministry of Women and Children Affairs, Anambra State, opined that the 

godfathers are more likely to back men in terms of acceptance as men may not renege on 

their promise. Unlike the women who may renege on their promises based on their 

husbands’ decision. The interviewees from the South-West believed that without 

godfathers, nobody can recognize political aspirants for any elective positions.  
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Conclusion and Recommendations 

From the results of the findings, the study inferred that godfatherism has enormous 

influence on women’s participation in elective positions in South-East and South-West 

geopolitical region in Nigeria, as it encourages corrupt practices in politics as well as 

enriches godfathers. This further discourages women from actively participating in 

elective positions in these states. However, considering the key role women play in 

nation’s building and economic development, if these issue (political godfatherism) is not 

properly handled in the affected states, it will have a devastating effects on women’s 

political participation in the entire South-East and South-West geopolitical region and 

thus, ridicule the nation’s democratic system. 

 

The findings of the study revealed the existence of political godfatherism in the adoption 

of women in elective position in South-East and South-West, Nigeria. However, 

considering the key role women play in nations’ building, if this issue is not properly 

handled in the affected states, it will have devastating effect on women’s active political 

participation in South-East and South-West geo-political regions of the country and to an 

extent ridicule the nation’s democratic system.   

 

From the conclusion of the study above, the following recommendations were made as 

thus: 

i.  The Independent National Electoral Commission must show a strong sense of 

accountability and should be entirely independent of the ruling party or 

government which will make it acts its role as an impartial electoral judge. 

Furthermore, members should be men and women with a track record of honesty, 

and their wages should be paid from the pooled fund to ensure productivity.  

 

ii. Moral restoration on the part of everyone can go a long way toward resolving the 

current and emerging problems. Godfathers who are morally inclined will tutor 

and direct their godchildren as anticipated in a morally sane society. Past 

governments' ethical orientation and awareness programs must be resurrected, 

while current efforts to instill morality must be carried out critically, fearlessly, 

and with seriousness of intent. 

 

iii. States' customary and religious institutions should be reformed to eliminate 

discrimination against women's participation in public life. Patriarchal systems 

that perpetuate male-female power imbalances should be abolished. 
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