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Abstract
Cultural  taste  transfer  remains  one  direct  result  of  British
imperialism in Nigeria. This is evident in the mode of dressing.
While using second-hand clothing, this paper examined the impact
of cultural taste transfer on the people of South-East and South-
South Nigeria. The emphasis of the current World on beauty and
economy has given rise to the emergence of trade on the second-
hand clothing.   This is as a result of the interplay of the concepts
of fashion and advertisement whose role, especially in the advanced
capitalist countries, is to create and increase false consumption and
make  a  brand  more  famous  in  the  market.  Today,  second-hand
clothing  trade  has  grown  into  an  important  economic  factor
providing  living  for  more  than  a  hundred  thousand  people  in
Nigeria. The paper further revealed that this trade on second-hand
clothing which was occasioned by our interaction with the West
received  greater  attention  due  to  the  prevalence  of  poverty,
ineffective  democratic  institutions  and  non-implementation  of
development policies. This situation generated the gross effect of
dwindling local  textile  industries,  unexpanded market  for  local-
made  wears,  unemployment,  emergence  of  smugglers,  loss  of
revenue, rapid loss of traditional dress code and the health hazard
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of increased skin diseases. To address these negative economic cum
social issues, the paper has therefore proffered some solutions which
when implemented would reduce such effects.     

Introduction
Beginning from the early European contact, Nigeria as a country had been
caught  in  the  web  of  modernity  with  trade,  western  education,
Christianity and technology acting as the civilizing instruments. Thus the
inhabitants of the various regions and ethnic nationalities were gradually
keyed  into  learning  English  language  as  a  language  of  trade  and
administration.  The  attendant  result  of  this  social  re-orientation  and
economic integration of Nigeria into the capitalist economy was cultural
taste transfer. This is evident in the mode of dressing. Our interaction with
the West greatly influenced our dress code. Today, a greater percentage of
Nigerians especially in the south-East and South-South dress up in a way
that is not radically different from what obtains in Britain and the United
States, with trousers and shirt tops, sometimes, with ties and jackets to
match.  This  dress  code  which  was  bequeathed  to  us  by  the  British
colonialists  consequently  led  to  the  stagnation  or  outright  death  of
Nigeria’s traditional cloth making industry. Thus for more than fifty years,
after  Nigeria’s  independence,  its  criticizes  still  depend  heavily  on
imported fabrics for making even the traditional garbs (Okonkwo, 2014; 3).
This action is to keep abreast with current civilization. Clothe designers
are mindful of time as today clothing are for today people for whom time
is an important element in their social life (Bazzi, 2012;1).
In  Nigeria  today,  there  exist  an  over-dependence  on  imported  fabrics,
ready-made wears,  shirts  and shoes.  This  dependence is  as  a  result  of
complete  taste  transfer  with  the  energizing  factor  of  incompetent
economic  management  on  the  part  of  the  political  leaders,  past  and
present. The economy of Nigeria is in such a poor state that despite the
huge revenue resources, structural adjustment and currency devaluation
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has  become  visible.  The  economic  down  turn  has  created  a  situation
where  only  very  few Nigerians  can  afford to  buy the   exorbitant  new
clothes, shoes and shirts (Ogunleye, 2016;87).
The need to survive the economic hard time has led a vast majority of the
populace, especially the South-East and South-South Nigeria to resort to
sale and use of second-hand clothing popularly known around the region
as “Okrika”. Compared to the brand new clothes, the prices of the second-
hand  clothes  are  relatively  cheaper  and  affordable  by  the  low  income
earners. Hence the sale, purchase and use of the second-hand materials in
South-East  and  South-South  Nigeria  has  remained  a  viable  business
sustaining the vast majority of the population. The commercial town of
Aba and Onitsha in the South-East, and Oyigbo and Port Harcourt in the
South-South have become its distributive centres. Through local business
men  and  local  trading  stores,  the  second-hand  clothings  are  imported
from mostly America,  Germany, Canada, Belgium and Netherland with
the  charity  non-governmental  organizations  (NGOs),  communicative
groups and trade banks acting as its vehicle of movement (Bazzi, 2012;1).
But  currently  the  Benin  Republic  has  become  the  major  supplier  of
second-hand clothing to Nigeria. To facilitates its transactions, Igbo traders
formed a transnational trade network that spans the west African coast
and extends to Europe and North America (Abimbola, 2014:12). 

Trends Of Indigenous Clothe Making Industry In The South-East And
South-South Nigeria.
An analysis of the  indigenous clothe making industry in the south-east
and south-south  of  Nigeria  centres  on  weaving.  Initially,  the  materials
such  as  leaves,  grasses,  bark  of  trees  and  animal  skins  were  used  as
clothes.  However,  Clarke  (1972:273)  noted  that  through  gradual  but
progressive  experimentation,  the  use  of  cotton  for  cloth-weaving  was
discovered.  The awareness  that  nudity  was an  error,  coupled with  the
determination to conquer nature, therefore made clothing one of earliest
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fundamentals  of  civilization  among  the  people  of  Nigeria  (Olaoye,
2008:219). Cloth weaving in this area was the exclusive preserve of women
who had it as a spare time venture than a major occupation like farming.
Cloth  was woven from different  materials  in  different  localities.  In  the
Cross River- Akwa Ibom region, it was woven from Raffia palm fronds. In
some parts of Eastern Niger Delta it was woven from both Raffia palm
fronds and threads made from plantain trunks. In Okrika, raffia is used for
the weaving of Okuru used by women undergoing Iyaa ceremony which
they wear on their waist (Bell-Gam Jumbo and Whyte, 2010:203). In most
parts of the South-Eastern region clothes were woven from cotton. Spun
cotton of different colours are taken to the loom on which the popular
Akwete cloth is woven. 
The ginning and spinning methods varied according to quality. In Ndoki
areas spinning is done on a wheel known as “Ogbakurukuru”. In Opobo
and Bonny,  Derefaka  (2010:221)  noted  that  the  vertical  cotton  loom or
upright frame loom is known to have been used. The looms were made
and used for the production of fabric and textile during the pre-European
contact  periods.  With  time,  productive  forces  developed  and  women,
mostly the unmarried and those in the fattening room became specialists
in it and devoted more time to cloth weaving. 
The Akwete cloth was much in demand by the inhabitants of the Niger
Delta city states of Bonny, Kalabari, Okirika, Andoni and Opobo. It was
also in high demand within the Ibo hinterland of Ngwa and Ohuhu clans.
This generated a viable trade in clothes as they were needed especially
during  festival  periods.  Local  currencies  such  as  manilas  and  cowries
became  a  major  medium  of  its  exchange.  However,  the  Akwete  cloth
industry  thrived  as  weavers  continue  to  be  encouraged  to  form  co-
operatives  in  order  to  pool  resources  together  so  as  to  attract  credit
facilities for a broad- based enterprise. This became necessary in order to
sustain the indigenous textile industry which may not survive for long if it
continues to remain as a family business. 
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Generally,  the  Nigerian textile  industry  witnessed a  new turn of  event
with  the  establishment  of  British  colonial  administration.  The  colonial
administration that was set up, the missionaries that established Churches
and Schools,  as  well  as  the  British  trading companies,  all  required the
assistance of  some indigenes and hence employed their  services.  These
employed  indigenes  had  to  clothe  themselves  like  their  masters  who
demand it of them. Thus, this early group of civil servants, interpreters,
Church  wardens,  company  Clerks  and  other  Nigerian  citizens  were
indirectly encouraged to dress like the white men in order to protect their
jobs. By 1950, when the colonial administration had been felt by all parts
of  the  country,  more  Schools,  hospitals,  postal  agencies  and  other
government parastatals were established with a corresponding number of
indigenous employment. This meant more use of Western type of clothes.
It  should  be  noted  however,  that  by  this  time  there  was  near  balance
between the use of Nigerian made and western clothing styles (Osaghae,
1998:144).

The Transition To Imported Fabrics
The  transition  from  the  use  of  locally  woven  materials  to  the  use  of
imported fabrics is just a part of the whole process of incorporating the
geographical  entity now known as Nigeria into the international world
economy. This process however, started with slave trade to legitimate trade
and then finally climaxed in the colonization and effective occupation of
Nigeria. Palm oil, kernels, gum, indigo, liguor, cotton, madras and George
wrappers dominated the commodity trade between Nigerian communities
and   Britain.    But  as  time  went  on,  imported  fabrics  became  very
important.  This trade in clothes rose at a tremendous rate such that by
1912  as  Naanen  (1991:3)  noted  imported  fabrics  supplanted  locally
manufactured  clothes  in  the  Qua  Iboe  markets.  To  ensure  that  the
European  imported  fabrics  dominated  the  Nigerian  market,  Britain
employed  the  instrument  of  monetization,  taxation  and  wage  labour
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which gradually forced the indigenous textile  workers out of business
(Njoku, 2014:182).
Adding force to this displacement of locally woven clothes was the British
conscious  effort to transfer European dress code to Nigerian citizens. With
the  establishment  of  mission  schools,  the  civil  service  as  well  as  the
companies,  the  British  mode  of  dress  was  demanded  of  the  Nigerian
colonial workers. With time, it became an acceptable norm thus displacing
the traditional garbs. This brought about high demand  in the European
wears. Thus the traditional cloth making industry suffered. In the 1930s
the high rate of demand for imported dress materials  squeezed out the
native cloths out of fashion and markets as many Nigerians began to dress
more like the Europeans. It became a mark of not only literacy but also
wealth, for the Nigerians to dress in shirt sleeves with short to match and
shoes to go with it. For the women folk, gowns, skirts and blouses with
high heeled shoes became very popular (Basden, 1966:328). This was in
fact  an example  of  the destruction of  African  culture  which we see in
many places  in  Africa  today.  It  was the beginning of  British  deliberate
trivialization of Nigerian  dress code and the political, economic and social
impact of the colonial administration’s imposition of their culture on ours
(Maatha: 2009:161).
Thus, the Nigerian communities especially in the south-east and south-
south experienced a gradual extinction of their indigenous textile industry
and their traditional mode of dressing. A community without a surviving
culture  loses  self-awareness  and  guidance,  and  grows  weak  and
vulnerable.  In  fact,  it  disintegrates  from  within  as  it  suffers  a  lack  of
identity, dignity, self-respect, and sense of destiny.

Trade In Second-Hand Clothings
The history of the importation, sales and usage of second hand clothing in
Nigeria has come a long way. Although the exact date of its penetration
into Nigeria is yet unknown, it has been argued by scholars that it was in
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the  “treaty  years”  which  began  with  the  period  of  British  “Informal
Empire” to the proclamation of a protectorate (Organ, 2010; 56). The early
European  colonialist  led  by  their  trading  companies  brought  these
clothings as gifts for traditional rulers or as items of trade. However, from
its inception which according to Organ was the “days of ignorance” to the
days  of  complete  awareness  when Nigerians  were  able  to  differentiate
between used and new cloths,  the  volume of  the trade in  secondhand
clothes has tremendously increased. It has dominated the clothing market
and became a household name.
During the initial years, the importation of secondhand cloths and its sales
as well as its usage was quite minimal. But today, the wide spread use of
secondhand clothes is neither by choice nor as a result of its preference to
new ones.  Certainly,  it  is  not by chance.  That  Nigerians,  especially  the
people of the South-East and South-South, resulted to the sales and use of
second  hand  clothing  remains  one  of  the  manifestations  of  an  ailing
economy  and  of  a  society  with  dashed  hope.  To  this  end  therefore,
secondhand clothings are seen as a viable substitute to the unaffordable
and exorbitant new ones. The sale and use of secondhand clothing has
therefore become a survival strategy adopted by most Nigerians to survive
the crushing effects of the economic down-turn in the country. Beginning
with  the  alhaji  Shehu  Shagari’s  economic  stabilization  Act  of  1982
Popularly known as “austerity measure”, to Buhari/Idiagbom regime and
subsequently other succeeding administrations, there has been a steady
rise  in  the  volume of  the  importation,  sales  and  usage  of  secondhand
clothings in Nigeria.  It  was a weak economy that engendered the wide
spread sale and use of secondhand materials. The economic policies which
centered on structural adjustment affected the exchange rate which was
very unfavorable to the local currency. It became quite costly to purchase
new cloths  considering  the  exchange  rate  of  the  naira  to  major  world
currencies. In this case, the low income earners  bore the brunt of it. The
resultant  sufferings  and  hardship  was  so  much  that  the  government

Sales and Usage of Second-Hand Clothing 289



South-South Journal of Humanities and international Studies                    

responded by increasing the minimum wage structure of the low income
group.
With the increase in minimum wage, the prices of the consumer goods,
sky-rocketed.  The  result  became  inflation  which  increased  from  a
worrisome 19% in 1991 to an alarming rate of 27% in the first half of 1992
(Njoku, 2014:279). The government’s relief package instead of reducing the
economic hardship increased the rate of inflation. The low income earners
could still not be able to purchase new clothes as their prices quadrupled.
Thus, in such a helpless situation, people resulted to buying secondhand
clothes which are not only available but also very cheap compared to new
ones. Smugglers therefore, cashed in on this and began to bring in more of
these secondhand clothings into the country as they made fortunes out of
the trade.

The Nature Of Second Hand Clothing
A second hand material is any type of clothing ranging from shoes, sucks,
shorts,  trousers,  shirts,  skirts,  blouses,  belts,  hats,  handbags,  gowns,
jackets, pants, boxers, braziers and other dressing accessories. The main
characteristics are that they have been bought, used, discarded and then
resold  to  the  poorer  members  of  the  society  to  be  used  again.  It  also
includes salvation army and charity clothes, clothes that were rejected as a
result of factory error during the process of manufacturing such as colour
variation and shorter  than required sizes,  and the mass-produced new
clothes  that  had  gone  out  of  fashion  in  the  countries  were  they  were
produced. This clothes that are found in Nigerian markets are clothes that
were meant to be either sold or given freely to the poor in the countries
where  they  originated.  But  Nigerian  businessmen  buy  up  these
secondhand clothings and import them into the country through the ports
of  Lome,  Cotonou,  Yawunde  and  Duala.The  secondhand  cloths  are
usually graded into grade one and two, and the third grade  known as
“agenda” (Okonkwo, 2015:42).
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Unlike the colonial period when its sale and usage was minimal, today
secondhand clothings has generally been accepted as a norm. Gone are the
days  when it  had multiple  derogatory  names  like  “bend down select”
“roadside  boutique”  “okrika wake up” and “gwon nisi  ahia”  (product
found at the edge of market). Patronizers of secondhand clothes no more
hide to do so for the fear of not been seen by their friends or those who
held them in high esteem. The stigma attached to secondhand clothes as
something meant for the poor and lowly is no longer operative in Nigeria
as the economic crunch has compelled both the rich and the poor to adjust
their  spending.  The  acceptance  of  second  hand  clothes  as  something
anyone can use, accounts for the increase in volume of the trade.

The  Internal  Dynamics  And  Organization  Of  Trade  In  Secondhand
Clothings 
The sale of secondhand clothing is quite peculiar. Its importation is not
done through the  normal  channels  of  importation.  This  is  because  the
product is categorized as contrabound in Nigeria. The Customs and Excise
Tariff Decree No.1 of 1988 prohibits the importation of all types of textiles.
It was unlawful to import worn clothings and textiles. Consequently, the
dealers  in  secondhand  clothings  had  to  employ  other  channels  of
importation in order to evade the law. This was so because culprits were
charged  with  importing  illegal  materials.  That  not  withstanding,
smugglers  continue  to  bring  in  these  secondhand  clothing  into  the
country. The business was very lucrative involving huge profits. In Kenya,
Field (2014, 154) also highlighted on the huge profit margin made by the
Kenyan secondhand clothing smugglers which he noted tripled the gains
made by the original manufacturers.
Yet  another  method  employed  by  the  dealers  is  that  of  importing
secondhand clothings into the country under different “bill of lading” or
by concealing the clothings inside other goods that are permitted by law to
be imported. In some cases, the dealers collaborate with custom officers
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who lend their vehicles and vessels to be used by these importers in order
to avoid suspicion from other members of the department, the police and
the public as well.
Another dynamic feature of the trade in secondhand clothing is the fact
that it is based on “trust system”. Under this system, credit facilities are
given only to those retailers and wholesalers who are well known to the
dealers and who have won their trust by been able to repay debt in the
past.  The  risk  involved  in  the  business  is  so  high  that  the  whole
transaction is done without the use of receipts, invoice or any document
that can be traced to the dealers themselves. Interestingly to note is that
the “trust” goes beyond mere words and honour. There is the involvement
of oath- taking and black magic influence since the dealer cannot force a
debtor to pay up. It therefore becomes imperative to sell their goods to
someone they can trust via oath taking or members of the same fraternity.
The organization of the trade in secondhand clothings from its transit in
the countries of the first usage down to the coast of French west African
countries through Nigerian ports and borders and then to the market is
enormous  and  tasking.  The  secondhand  clothing  which  is  popularly
known as “okrika” are imported from several west European and North
American  Countries  who  are  capitalist  oriented  and  operate  liberal
democracy. These countries include Britain, United States, Canada, France,
Holland and Belgium. Apart  from these,  Asian Tiger countries such as
Japan,  South-Korea,  Thailand,  Taiwan,  Malaysia,  Hong  Kong  and
Singapore also form major suppliers of secondhand clothings in Nigeria.
The  ports  of  Lome,  Cotonou  and  Younde  stand  as  the  major  routes
through which the secondhand clothings are smuggled into Nigeria. On
arrival, the goods are transported to major markets in Balogun in  Lagos,
Onitsha and Aba.
On  arrival  at  Aba,  the  materials  are  immediately  sold  to  the  local
wholesale dealers who buy in bales at “Ahia ohuru” (New market) located
in Ngwa road. This market is second to Balogun market in Lagos. In Port
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Harcourt,  the oil  mill  market at Rumuokwurosi,  the mile 1 and mile 3
markets remain important distribution centers. A bale is usually a heap of
clothes  wrapped  in  hard  cardboard  papers  and  fastened  with  tin  foil
straps.  Each  bale  weighs  about  50kg  and  contains  a  specific  type  of
clothing  ranging from shirt, jeans, jacket, bedspreads, boxers, bags, shoes,
etc.
Obviously, three grades of this secondhand clothes exist. The first group of
retailer who select from just a newly opened bale, do that from what is
known in the trading parlance as “Grade One” (Ukaegbnu, 2015:49). The
grade one clothes are those that are relatively new and are sold as much as
three quarter of  the price of  new ones.  In Boutiques,  these Grade One
clothes  are  often  sold  as  new  ones.  Following  the  first  Grade  are  the
second and third Grades. The “Grade Three” is also known as “agenda” or
“Gwon nisi ahia” (found at the edge of  market). It is usually the lowest
Grade and the signs of wear and tear is much evident on the clothe.
Both the wholesaler and the retailer are known to make very high profit
margin depending on the grade and the type of fashion the bale contains.
Grade One cloths dealer can make a profit of between a 100-500% profits.
Grade Two cloths can fetch between 80-150% profit while the Grade Three
cloth can fetch 20-80% profit.  Sometimes,  the dealers  ranging from the
importers, wholesalers to the small retailers run losses when the materials
are  very  inferior  and  worn-out.  However,  the  trust  system  which  is
involved in the business ensures that the buyer do not reject the materials
since the system ensures that one must buy from his customer in both
good and bad times.
The sales and use of secondhand clothing has increased in volume since
the last fifteen to twenty years. This increase in volume  is not only evident
in the major secondhand  clothes markets themselves but has also spread
to  other  markets  where  its  sales  was  formerly  unknown or  where  the
volume sold  was  quite  minimal.  In  Port  Harcourt,  secondhand clothes
stalls stretches and revolves within and outside the market premises. The
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Oil  mill  market  at  Rumukurushi  no  longer  contain  the  hundreds  of
secondhand clothes dealers who bring the wares from Aba and Oyigbo to
sale on every Wednesday. Traders now set up make-shift stalls on both
sides of Aba-Port Harcourt express way. These stalls adorn both sides of
the road stretching up to Eleme junction.

The Impact Of The Sale And Use Of Secondhand Clothing  
Although the first appearance of secondhand clothes into Nigeria is not
yet certain, but from its early usage in the years of informal Empire, when
traditional rulers received them as gifts or items of trade, to the period of
its complete awareness by Nigerians, the sale and usage of secondhand
clothes has had varied effects on the Nigerian society (Organ, 1991:122).
The greatest impact of the sale and use of secondhand clothes in Nigeria is
the change in Nigerian dress code, especially in the South-East and South-
South of the country. The traditional dressing code of the various ethnic
nationalities gradually gave way to western dress code. This was to meet
up with the taste of the colonial civil administrative dress code of shirt
upon trousers with hat,  ties,  jacket,  sucks,  and shoes  for  the men,  and
skirt, gown, blouse, braziers and high heel shoes for the women. This was
a complete shift  from the  traditional  African  clothing to  more  western
style clothing (Sally and Baber, 2005:11). As Okonkwo (2014) argued, the
media  even  worsened  the  whole  situation  as  Nigerians  began  to  see
through the Internet and other telecommunication gargets that the latest
vogue in the fashion world is the faded, turn and bleached jeans and T-
shirts. The secondhand clothing trade therefore, became the major source
of such materials. 
The resultant effect of this radical change to western style of dressing was
the  gradual  decline  of  local  textile  industry  in  the  country.  As  people
began to go after western fashion, imported fabrics dominated Nigerian
Markets.  The  few  existing  local  textile  industries  also  followed  up  by
copying and imitating the imported clothes. The textile industries began to
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use imported fabrics and even at that, Nigerians preferred the imported
secondhand clothes to the locally made ones which were considered to be
of  high  quality  and  also  cheap.  Bazzi  (2004,  2012),  Barden  Sally  and
Barber, C. (2005), Field, S. (2004), and Raworth, K. (2004) have all argued
that  secondhand  clothing  trade  weakened  African  traditional  textile
industry. However, it should be noted that the rate of this effects is as a
result  of  the  high  quality  and  cheapness  of  the  imported  secondhand
clothes.  Not  only  been  cheap,  the  secondhand  clothes  are  usually
available.  Thus,  with  its  elements  of  high  quality,  availability  and
affordability, the sale of secondhand clothings stifled the market for made-
in-Nigerian  clothes.  This  therefore,  discouraged  Nigerian  textile
manufacturers. Consequently, it also affected the Nigerian economy as it
gave no room for quality improvement.
Other  major  effects  of  the  sale  and use  of  secondhand clothes  include
increase in the number of smugglers,  creation of dumping ground and
deprivation  of  revenue  from  the  country.  As  people  crave  more  for
secondhand materials, it gave smugglers cause to bring in more of these
goods into  the  country.  By smuggling,  it  mean that  the  goods are  not
brought in through the right channels of importation. This simply means
that the country loses an unquantifiable percentage of her import duties.
In its triple effects, Nigeria not only witnessed the rise of smugglers and
shortage of import revenue, but became a dumping ground for disused
and rejected clothes from various western and Asian countries.
Recently,  however,  there  is  a  major  concern  over  the  attendant  health
hazard traceable to this sale and usage of secondhand clothings in Nigeria.
It  has  been  observed  that  these  clothings  that  come  in  from  various
western nations such as America, Germany, Canada, Belgium, Netherland,
etc are actually not clean. In fact, their unhealthy condition is the strongest
enemy  of  their  presence   in  these  years  of  existence.  Medical  experts
specialized  in  industry-related  infectious  diseases  have  concluded  that
such  diseases  like  Louse,  Scabies  and  other  skin  diseases  are  easily
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transmitted through the use of imported secondhand clothes. In a meeting
of  Professors  of  Microbiology,  Virusology  and  Parasitology  it  was
concluded that the use of secondhand underwears and shoes should be
forbidden,  and  for  other  clothings,  such  materials  should  be  sent  to
laundry  for  thorough  washing  before  usage  (Bazzi,  2012:19).  They
advocated that such clothes should be washed at a temperature of 70o to
avoid the contact of parasitic and fungal diseases.

Conclusion
From  the  forgoing  analysis  it  is  crystal  clear  that  the  contact  of  the
Nigerian  communities  with  the  various  European  and  Asian  nations
witnessed the beginning of cultural taste transfer in Nigeria. The arrival of
the Whitman began the re-orientation,  restructuring,  attitudinal  change
and cultural values of Nigerian traditional societies via the acceptance of
European  civilization.  Importation  of  fabrics  brought  about  the
degeneration of Nigerian value and cultural norms. Spoken language and
dressing  code  were  seriously  affected  as  Nigerians  were  gradually
compelled to make a shift in their cultural attitudinal values in order to
cope  with  the  colonial  demands.  This  created  rooms  for  organized
importation of goods  including textile materials, foot-wears and fabrics
into the  country. The trade in secondhand clothing in recipient countries
like  Nigeria  is  mainly  informal  and  poorly  regulated.  It  facilitates
considerable customs fraud as new clothings, sometimes, are smuggled
into the country as used clothings. Consequently, this has led to reduced
government  revenue.  As  a  region  however,  the  South-East  and  South-
South section of the Nigerian nation is the most affected. The traditional
dress  codes  of  the  various  ethnic  nationalities  of  the  region  are  fastly
eroded as greater percentage of the population take to western style of
dressing. The traditional clothes and costumes are now de-emphasized. It
is therefore the view of this paper that the government through its various
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ministries should re-orientate the citizens towards acceptance of the use of
Nigeria-made textiles.
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