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Abstract 
The spate of insecurity in Nigeria has come under heavy criticism, and 

government measures have defied all solutions. This paper discusses 

library and information science education for peace and national security. 

The paper reviews the concept of peace and national security, the possible 

causes and menace of insecurity, the adverse effects on the socio-economic 

and educational development in Nigeria. It further espouses the field of 

library and information science education, proposes the needs-based 

approach and enumerates the information role of the library in the society 

which includes peace advocacy through the provision of relevant and 

timely literature. The paper, therefore, recommends that peace studies be 

integrated in the library and information science curriculum at the tertiary 

level to boost the training of librarians as peace educators and advocators. 
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Introduction 

The increasing rate of global insecurity and constant loss of lives and 

property is a disturbing phenomenon especially in Nigeria. These growing 

menaces have generated national and international concerns across the 

globe. Over the past two decades, Nigerians have witnessed high level of 

national insecurity which has led to loss of lives and property due to 

persistent activities of terrorist groups such as Niger Delta militants, Boko 
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Haram, Fulani herdsmen and other crimes caused by other factors in the 

society. These social menaces, when put together, impinge on the security 

of lives and property of both Nigerian citizens and foreigners living or even 

trying to invest in the country. These problems, according to Omeriyang, 

Nnadi & Chukwuto (2015), emanate from the cracks in our political 

democratic system and the failure of Nigerian leaders to meet the people’s 

needs, desires and hopes. Ogbeide (2006) added that the prevalence of high 

level of corruption, injustice, and violation of human rights has created 

room for aggressiveness, conflicts, crime and violence in Nigeria. 

 

Concept of Peace 

For any country to remain focused and committed to the provision of 

infrastructure and meeting desired goals for socio-economic development, 

it must enjoy relative peace and security. There are many conceptions of 

peace; it could be described as a state of being calm or quiet or the absence 

of war or state of justice, law and order. Again, peace can literally be defined 

as the absence of violence, war, conflict, anxiety and suffering. In a more 

explanatory form, Ibeanu (2006) described peace as a process involving 

activities directly linked to development and conflict reduction. This 

introduces philosophical, sociological and political dimensions to the 

concept. While Philosophers see peace as a natural God given state of 

human existence, Sociologists claim that peace is a social harmony without 

antagonism, and Political scientists see it as a political order, which 

institutionalizes the political structure for equitable justice.  Nevertheless, 

Aguba (2010) opined two dimensions to peace: positive or negative peace. 

While negative presupposes force, positive maintains law, justice and 

order. This correlates with Johan Gultung theory of positive peace. 

 

The two concepts, peace and national security, are intrinsically linked 

together to advance a nation’s frontiers for development. Their absence 

could lead to wars, chaos, poverty, hunger, displacement, environmental 

degradation and underdevelopment especially in the continent of Africa. 
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Concept of National Security 

Security is all about safety. Every modern society must place high premium 

on the safety of its citizens. The term security is an all-embracing concept 

which encompasses the whole domain of human activities. Balami, et al. 

(2016) described security as safety, freedom from danger or risk, protection 

from espionage, infiltration, sabotage, theft etc. It can literally mean 

freedom from danger either internal or external attacks. Security could be 

said to be the minimization of danger or threat on essential needs of life 

such as safety, food, health among others. In his view, Perez (2018) 

describes the term security as ubiquitous, which must not be restricted to 

military force because it pervades every facet of human endeavour such as 

job security, communication security, food security, personal and public 

security, national and global security to mention but a few. In the same vein, 

UNESCO (2006) asserts that the usage of the word security cuts across food 

security, financial security, national security, environmental security, social 

security, family security, personal security, job security, emotional security, 

marital security, maritime security etc. However, this discourse is restricted 

to the concept of national security which is very broad: physical, economic, 

political, ecological, computer and cyber security, energy, infrastructure, 

food security among others. 

 

Nevertheless, national security can be viewed as the ability of a nation to 

protect its internal values from external threats. National security is the 

security of a nation state including its citizens, economy and institutions 

which are the responsibilities or duties of the government. This implies that 

national security is the prerogative of the government and the concept has 

expanded both vertically and horizontally, incorporating both human and 

state security to this. Nwolise (2016) identified it as political, economic, 

societal, military and environmental security. Objectively, Paleri (2008) 

defined National security as 
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“the measurable state of the capability of a nation to overcome multi-dimensional 

threats to the apparent well- being of its people and its survival as a nation state at 

any given time, by balancing all instruments of state policy through governance, 

that can be indexed by computation, empirically or otherwise…” 

 

It can be adjudged from the foregoing that national security is a social 

contract between the government and its citizenry because government 

must put in place good policies and crime free environment for the 

protection of lives and property and good education for the teeming youths. 

Again, Nwolise (2016) proposed ten (10) new dimensions to national 

security by adding spiritual security, people’s power security amongst 

others. In whatever dimension you look at national security, it has to do 

with the state of human safety and good governance. This therefore means 

that peace and national security are human issues that can be resolved by 

human wits. The study of peace, violent conflicts and their consequences 

are associated with actors and victims. Yakubu (2005) and Albert (2015) 

discussed national security challenges and grouped them into three main 

categories as criminal violence; political violence and injustice which 

apparently exacerbate insecurity in Nigeria. Some approaches and 

suggestions on how to create a road map for national security include; 

power based approach, human rights approach and needs-based approach. 

The latter approach focuses more on building infrastructure for quality 

education and acquisition of relevant skills, and information dissemination 

which must be enshrined in the school curriculum which is the strong view 

point of this paper. 

 

The causes and menace of Insecurity 

Peace and National security are of utmost importance to every nation for 

development. Causes of insecurity are copious. Ake (1996), and Mou & 

Mou (2015) identified social, political, economic education and justice as 

prerequisites to peace and national security. The absence of these 

prerequisites may lead to war, social disturbance and national insecurity. 
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Every society has witnessed the menace of insecurity with its attendant 

consequences.  Identifying and resolving some of the causes put some 

countries on the fast lane of development. There are so many causes of 

national insecurity. Adebanjoko (2019) asserts that the causes of the crises 

may not be far from the decades of long neglect, poor education, corruption, 

and poor social services, amongst others by the government. Adelore and 

Majero-Majesty (2008) equally identified some of the causes of national 

conflicts to include tribalism, corruption, religious intolerance, unequal 

distribution of resources and marginalization by the elite. These deepening 

crises have brought fears, hate speeches, under development, increased 

school drop outs, growing level of illiteracy, displacement and relocation 

from the security prone regions, leading to poor socio-economic activities 

in the troubled regions which Alimba (2010) described as recurring 

destabilizing factors with serious impediment to peace and national 

security. 

 

The probable causes can also be linked to poor government policy and 

implementation. Essien (2010) lay claim to the fact that Nigeria has slipped 

from a middle income status nation to low-income category, with 34 million 

Nigerians representing 70 per cent of households officially recognized as 

poor. This has adversely affected Nigerians especially children, and forced 

majority into child labour. This implies that the poverty index is on a steady 

growth, other seeming causes of insecurity as identified by Ugulu & 

Oghuvwu (2015) are the conflicting National Policy on Education and the 

deplorable state of public infrastructure on education.  The rising cost of 

schooling equally increased the growing number of school dropouts who 

turn out to become street hawkers, scavengers, almajiris and ready as crime 

recruits.  There are so many schools of thought that think along this same 

line. Notable Norwegian theorist on Peace, Galtung (2006) in his work 

“Conflict Triangle” enumerated in broad terms the three levels of conflict 

as direct violence, structural, and cultural violence as causes of insecurity. 
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This again points to the fact that human resistance to lawlessness, injustice, 

humiliation, denial of life essentials by government leads to social unrest. 

The menace of insecurity is enormous and disturbing, because of the 

wanton destruction of lives, property, schools, health infrastructure among 

others. As reported in the 6th annual Nigeria stability and reconciliation 

programme 2016, it was estimated that over 32,842 fatalities were caused 

by the Boko Haram insurgents in North east Nigeria; over 500 schools were 

razed down by the terrorists and over 500 school girls were adopted at 

different locations in North east Nigeria. Balami, Ahmed & Yusuf, (2016) 

identified the perpetrators of this heinous act as angry youths who are 

willing to participate in any conflict, because of the joblessness and high 

level of poverty in the country.  There are contentious views on poverty as 

the root cause of insecurity in Nigeria. According to Usman (2015), poverty 

has no relationship with crime or conflict because poverty had long existed 

in Nigeria prior to this increased crime and conflict witnessed today. On 

the other hand, Ogwumike & Ozughalu (2013) established a link between 

poverty and violent conflicts,  claiming  that the long neglect of the poor, 

non-provision of basic infrastructure, high school dropout, unemployment, 

wealth inequality, whereby more than half the population are living below 

poverty line, increasing poor population and poor government policies 

have direct and indirect effect on insecurity. Government’s poor budget in 

education, poor education resources, misinformation, poor infrastructure 

and high school dropout equally have their toll on insecurity. Aniebo (2012) 

had decried the problems posed by non-access to information by the 

citizens, which were attributed to illiteracy, poverty, geographical distance 

leading to increased rate of school dropout, crime, violence among citizens, 

especially in this information explosion era where promotion of hate 

speeches is the order of the day.  Majere- Majesty (2008), Essien (2010), 

Ugulu & Oghuvwu (2015), Adebanjoko, (2019) summed up the issues of 

poor education, religious intolerance, unemployment; misinformation, out 

of school dropout as causes of insecurity and must be addressed by 

government because it will go a long way in ameliorating the spate, so that 
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the teeming youths acquire necessary skills and quality information to keep 

them out of crime. 

 

Devising a plausible lasting solution is pertinent, given the level of criminal 

persistence over the last two decades. Democratic civilian leaders are 

perceived to be slow in reducing high crime rate in the various forms of 

ethno-religious, political and social conflicts. However, the incidences are 

so interwoven and complex that it becomes difficult to differentiate one 

crime from the other. Researches have also linked insecurity to 

government’s inability to provide basic necessity for the citizens especially 

the teeming youths whose potentials were neither explored nor given the 

opportunity to excel. To effectively overcome this myriad of challenges, the 

education sector needs to be restructured to accommodate peace studies in 

all fields of learning, including library and information science education. 

The education sector also needs to formulate and implement good policies, 

engage quality personnel, provide adequate library facilities and 

acknowledge the central role of knowledge and information science in 

modern education and research.   

 

Information role of the library to the society 

It is pertinent to review the role of information in Peace and National 

Security, because information helps to dissipate rumours, propagandas and 

hate speeches which are catalyst to civil disturbances. Itsekora, Jegbefume 

& Fagbohun (2017) asserts that hate speeches are on the increase, and avows 

that if not abated, they could result in wars or other social conflicts. There 

is need for correct and appropriate information as rightly stated in Article 

19 of the declaration of human rights that all citizens have rights to 

information especially before and after conflicts. The library and the 

discipline, Library and Information Science Education, can suffice the 

trend, through the training of conscientious information specialists to 

render quality library and information services and provision of 

information resources capable of educating and restructuring the minds of 



South-South Journal of Humanities and international Studies                      Vol.3 No.1 March, 2020 
 

Refocussing Library and Information Science Education…     326 

the warring youths for peace and national security. Donnier (2007) reported 

that the Japanese, after the World War 11, attributed the success of the post 

war activities to the importance of library and information services. The 

Japanese government established libraries and information centres in all the 

districts to coordinate the post war activities. Formal Reading Guidance 

Movement (RGM) was made compulsory for both adults and youths to 

increase awareness and promote reading culture. These laudable policies 

transformed the Japan history of wars and post wars story to global success 

and increased technology. Therefore, Peace and Security Studies are of 

utmost value and should be entrenched in the goals and national education 

objective so that requisite skills and knowledge to effectively respond to the 

security needs of citizens can be achieved. Oftentimes, countries that fail to 

do this are faced with dire consequences. Peace and security are a 

quintessential phenomenon that triggers development in nation building. 

They are seen as the catalyst for development because of the enabling 

environment they create for education, socio-economic and political 

development. Libraries are at the epicentre of information, repositories of 

information for societal development, peace and national security. In fact, 

the National Policy on Education NPE (2004) emphasised the importance 

of the library, its information role in promoting education, cultural and 

national integration, peace and security. Substantially, libraries are 

empowered with various types of information resources to promote 

literacy, and good perception of past and present events in the society. 

Libraries are important indicators of growth and development, they 

provide services which range from cultural, scientific, social, and economic 

needs for individuals and the general society.  

 

Libraries and education are central to the development of literacy, as 

education transforms the individual, the library provides timely 

information to support learning and intellectual development, through 

increased access to information, knowledge creation, generation and 

utilization of resources like books, newsletters, government publications, 
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constitutional reviews, legislative proceedings, boundary adjustments, 

national and international bibliographies, including materials on peace and 

conflicts education (UNESCO, 2006). Non-books such as CD-ROMs, Tapes, 

Flashes, Micro Foams, Micro Cards, and E- Resources as well, also play 

important roles in eradicating ignorance and illiteracy which are central 

components in fuelling or escalating insecurity. Modern libraries are 

unfolding the community’s learning potential by providing information on 

community issues, such as health, employment, continuing education and 

local history. This equitable access to information is essential to enable 

educated and informed citizens to participate in a democratic global 

community. Supporting this assertion, Ugulu & Oghuvwu (2015) adjudged 

the functions of the library to include storing of print and non-print 

materials, e-resources, using the new technologies to meet the needs of the 

clientele, and reiterate three critical roles libraries play in peace and national 

security. Firstly, libraries create access to information without restriction by 

taking advantage of the new emerging technologies. Secondly, libraries 

preserve the rich cultural heritage in archives for long term access and also 

government publications, legislative proceedings, providing information 

for resolving boundary adjustment which is one major cause of insecurity 

and communal clashes in Nigeria. 

Based Needs Approach (BNA) 

Information and education are the need base of every society; a life wire; a 

vital tool for human and societal development. Information is very 

important to every society as well as education; needs are based on 

characteristics of the regions or countries especially for developing nations 

like Nigeria. The needs base are obviously poor education and poor access 

to information, which has led to the insecurity plaguing the entire country. 

Haruna (2009) asserts that poor access to information is fundamental to 

crises because of illiteracy and poverty which are prevalent in developing 

countries like Nigeria, adding that government scare resources are 

channeled to military and social services like health, roads and agriculture. 
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This is not acceptable because priority must be given to education and 

information institutions like libraries. Conversely, Essien (2010) linked the 

causes of insecurity to human factor, which emanates from negligence by 

government. In a related study, Ifidon & Ahiazu (2006) opined that lack of 

information and misinformation between government, oil companies and 

the host communities was one of the major causes of insecurity in the Niger 

Delta Region of Nigeria which is still lingering. 

 

At the global level, international organizations like UNESCO, UNICEF and 

UN have juxtaposed their stand on promoting global peace through 

information and dialogue, and the provision of life essentials like education 

and good health for all and sundry as benchmark for promoting peace and 

security in every society. From the foregoing, insecurity is a social problem 

that needs collective solutions, some countries may not be at war, but when 

her citizens are in constant denial of their rights, education and social 

services, it could lead to a breach of peace. With the increasing global 

unrest, Peace and Security Studies must be integrated into all disciplines as 

a branch of study with interdisciplinary tenets, research related to other 

fields of study like law, library and information science, political science 

and education. 

 

Integrating   Peace and National Security studies in LIS programme 

The discipline ‘Library and Information Science Education’ is centred on 

the training of manpower to be information gate keepers, librarian, 

information purveyors, information disseminators, as well as information 

specialists to man the libraries and information centres. It is argued that a 

well-executed or articulated education and training will make a well 

grounded specialist and advocator. There is an assertion that the 

consciousness of one’s right to information is an open access to other rights, 

without which one cannot participate in meaningful ventures. According 

to Ossai-Ugbai (2013), libraries are geared to providing the much needed 

information for the society through effective publicity; collection and 
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dissemination of information; mobilizing the citizens through civic 

education and bridging of ideological and religious divides as part of their 

functions. Therefore, the training of librarians at the tertiary level must be 

contemporary, detailed, structured and purposeful for library and 

information science programmes. Articulating LIS programmes will be for 

the best interest of the society as rightly pointed out in this paper. 

 

Integrating peace studies in library and information science education 

curriculum in developing nations like Nigeria will, in every ramification, 

be plausible. The LIS curriculum has expanded these past two decades 

because of the influence of information technology, which has changed LIS 

course content, infused more of ICT courses because of societal and market 

demands. Major services and routines have changed from traditional 

manual service delivery to virtual reference services; therefore, integrating 

supplemental knowledge such as peace studies will be pertinent. There will 

be a lot of enthusiasm from all and sundry, if peace studies are integrated.  

 

Libraries also support education through the provision of intellectual 

knowledge that stimulates the advancement of man in all fields of 

endeavour. Therefore, the inculcation of peace studies in the library and 

information science curriculum and the integration of information literacy 

and peace studies at all levels of education in Nigeria will be a welcome 

development because of the role it will play in stemming the tide of crime 

in all parts of Nigeria. With the inclusion of peace studies in LIS Education, 

trainee librarians would be abreast of peace and security literatures, 

dangers of acquiring uncensored literatures, or materials capable of causing 

mayhem. 

 

With the end of World War II, Japanese government saw the importance of 

library in information service delivery and established a university of 

library and information science to train information professionals on how 

to support the peace and rehabilitation process for national security. The 
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economic improvement the Japanese government enjoyed through the 

support of information network services established to coordinate, help the 

stigmatized, eradicate illiteracy, poverty and bitterness at that time was 

overwhelming. This action fast tracked their development that made the 

wave in Japan goods. Therefore, LIS education curriculum designers 

should focus on relevant needs of the society, lifelong learning for LIS 

professionals and provide relevant education like the Japanese episode 

above. 

 

Developing countries in Africa should borrow the Japanese government 

ideology and establish a university of library and information to train all 

professionals on how to support peace and national security paces. 

 

Strategies for Refocusing Library and Information Science Education for 

Peace and National Security 

With the impending dangers of national insecurity in Nigeria, all 

instruments of government, various sectors especially education must be 

revitalized. Education policies, social justice, law and order must be made 

to prevail so as to combat insecurity. Information is needed at all times by 

governments and citizens; it helps make them aware of happenings around 

them. When people are informed, they know how to act, what to do in times 

of crises and how to be more security conscious” (Itsekora, Jegbefume & 

Fagbohun, 2017). It is a welcomed fact that availability of right information 

is a key driver for promoting peace and national security. This is evident as 

utilization of social media to disseminate information gained rapid 

adoption among the millennial. It is worthy to note that the high level of 

hate, ethnic and religious intolerance is borne out of ignorance and 

misinformation at all strata in the society, Hence, promoting rightful 

training of librarians to be good peace advocators becomes very pertinent 

to achieve national security. This paper recommends the following as 

strategies to refocus library and information science for peace and security. 
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1. Peace and conflict studies must be included in the curriculum of Library 

and information science education. This may enable intending librarians 

to possess knowledge on their roles to ensure promotion of peace and 

social security. Librarians have the sole responsibility to promote 

relevant literatures that are available especially robust government 

publications, legislative proceedings, conference proceedings, materials 

on ethnic violence, state creation, and provide reading materials for the 

teeming youths, as well as educational materials to diffuse the religious 

differences or indoctrination which is on the increase in the nation. 

 

2. Library and information science education should also expand the 

curriculum especially user education to include the aggressor and the 

victims of insecurity. The type of services to promote peace studies 

should be emphasized such as current awareness services CAS, referral 

services, selective dissemination of information SDI services and ensure 

that     security information is easily accessible. 

 

3. Library and information science education should restructure the 

advocacy training for trainee librarians to include peace studies because 

they are key players in freedom of information policy, especially the 

active participation in the national legislative matters, as it concerns the 

information industry and National security. In addition, the 

professional association NLA, Librarian registration council of Nigeria 

LRCN and other accrediting bodies should ensure that peace and 

conflict courses are appropriately implemented in LISE curriculum at 

all strata of learning. 

 

4. Workshops should be organized for librarian trainee on how to provide 

fast and reliable information delivery services through the use of 

emerging cloud technologies. The acquisition of this information 

literacy skill will create quick access to information for users or clientele, 

leveraging on the information and communication technology 
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available. Information should be the prerogative of the librarian and 

librarian trainee as stated in Article 19 of Human rights that on no 

account should there be denial of access to information especially 

during or after a conflict because information provided will help in 

rational decision making and also meet the UNESCO mandate as 

information gatekeeper for peace promotion. 

 

5. Cultural integration courses should be taught in the library schools, 

especially courses that would impact on the trainee librarian to foster 

cultural integration by introducing peace and security week on monthly 

bases, book fairs and post bills on electronic boards to sensitize the 

citizenry on peace and security awareness especially for cultural 

integration. With the laudable move, mutual understanding could be 

built to foster information among people from different ethnic groups, 

promote National integration, National literacy, the list is unending. 

 

6. Librarians as library science educators as a matter of urgency, should 

establish peace and security unit in academic, national and public 

libraries across the country to give referral services when the need 

arises. They should also engage in mass sensitization and campaign in 

all the nook and crannies in the country for peace and national security 

awareness. 

 

Conclusion 

For national integration, peace and security, information and quality 

education must be deployed, because maintaining peace and national 

security is one of the primary goals of every segment of the society. 

Therefore, for education to remain an active tool in ensuring peace and 

security in the society, there is need to integrate peace studies into the LISE 

curriculum so that library educators and librarian trainees in the 

universities are aware of how they can utilize the information resources at 

their disposal to support national security. 
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