
South-South Journal of Humanities and international Studies                     

 

The Historical Implications of Youth Unemployment on Sustainable Development in Ikwerre 329 

The Historical Implications of Youth Unemployment on Sustainable 

Development in Ikwerre: A Case Study of Rumuji Community, Rivers 

State, Nigeria. 

By 

 

Ikunga, S.A., PhD 

Department of History and Diplomatic Studies 

Ignatius Ajuru University of Education 

Rumuolumeni, Port Harcourt,  

Rivers State, Nigeria 

saikunga@yahoo.com   

+234-7034937338 

& 

Michael, Thomas Blessed, PhD 

Department of History and Diplomatic Studies 

Ignatius Ajuru University of Education 

Rumuolumeni, Port Harcourt,  

Rivers State, Nigeria 

michaelthomasblessed@yahoo.com   

08030842720 

 

Abstract 

This study concerns the implication of unemployment to 

sustainable development in Rumuji community, a historical 

imperative. The issue of unemployment over time has brought 

about serious problems relating to youth restiveness and which has 

become the evil that threatened lives and security in the area. This 

era of economic recession in Nigeria, political thuggery, cultism, 

ritual killing, kidnapping, rape, drug abuse, all put together have 

become the order of the day among the male folk whereas the girls 

have persistently engaged themselves in prostitution, drugs and 

night club entertainment as a means to finding economic survival. 
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Available records show that those easily recruited into the various 

cult groups include boys and girls of different age brackets who are 

unemployed and therefore idle. Again, unemployment has caused 

family values to decline, decadent moral norms, constant family 

dislocations all characterize Rumuji society. In order to undertake 

this work, two variant methodologies are applied. First, primary 

sources involving oral interviews from informants and secondly 

secondary sources of data collection which included both published 

and unpublished works such as books, journals, periodicals, 

newspapers and archival retrievals etc. In order that the work 

might be reliable and more factual. It is indeed true that if 

unemployment is tackled and the youths are gainfully employed, 

economic growth would ensure and ad egalitarian society would 

emerge in Rumuji. 

 

Introduction  

 There have been conflicts and crisis in the Odegu community of 

Rumuji some of which resulted into the death of several youths. In order 

times, the police zonal Headquarters in Calabar came into the matter and 

arrested some of the community youths said to have been involved in the 

crisis. It took the intervention of well-meaning individuals from the 

community to assist police in restoring peace in order that the 

environment could be conducive enough to allow oil and gas companies 

there to continue operations. 

 It has been stated that the cause of the conflicts in Rumuji could be 

traced to joblessness or unemployment, lack of necessary skills on the part 

of the youth to gainfully undertake some entrepreneurial skills, lack of 

basic educational qualifications to gain employment in certain available 

field’s unavailability of job openings to absorb the youths were also the 

necessary evils. 

 The situation has not been healthy and has never helped anyone 

rather it has impoverished the people and made the youth volatile and 
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aggressive. It has also affected the local economy and caused dislocations 

and disconnect to family values and institutions. It was for this reason that 

Ajayi (2008) described the situation as unhealthy and one that has been a 

disturbance to family institutions, communities, the state and the nation at 

large. It should also be noted that youth restiveness and unemployment 

cannot contribute to nation building rather they can distort the existing 

various institutional frame work for socio-economic development. 

 Community conflicts and youth unemployment are unnecessary 

evils that destroy humanity if not solved. The unnecessary evils can also 

come in different dimensions. This is the reason why Onyekpe (2007) was 

right when he maintained that the trend comes in various forms when 

describing the problems of youth unemployment and restiveness very 

common in such oil bearing communities as Rumuekpe which has close 

proximity to Rumuji. The presence of several oil and gas companies in 

Rumuji including Nigeria’s Liquefied Natural gas (NLNG), IDSL, ELF-

Total etc triggered off some crisis when disagreements arose over the 

signing of an MOU with those companies and the suspicion that the 

companies were not willing to employ the youths. Violence, 

assassinations, kidnapping, cultism, thuggery, armed robbery, rioting and 

theft become the order of the day. 

 However, the conflict situation may continue to exist since job 

opportunities have not been able to expand simultaneously with the 

increasing rate of population growth among the youths and in addition to 

the influx of strangers to the area through rural-urban migration trends. It 

was based on this that the former president of Nigeria, Chief Olusegun 

Obansanjo in Vanguard newspaper of September 6, 2006 described 

unemployment pathetically when he stated that “an individual that lacks 

the basic necessities of life could be pushed into doing just anything to 

survive, the person who lacks the basic needs of life is not a true person in 

his choice of how to survive, such a person who lacks food security is thus 

a threat to the security of his neighbors”. This is true because an 

unemployed individual can resort to violence and crimes which tend to 
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make him loose his sense of belonging. Therefore, such youths can be 

affected mentally, socially, economically and other wise. In this case, there 

could be no way to maximize their potentials and creative abilities so as to 

make contributions to national development. Rather they get drawn to the 

sea of quagmire, frustration and depression. 

 

The Concept of Youth 

The concept of youth lies in the fact that, a person referred to as a 

youth can be in the category of any young man or woman in a given 

society. This goes to mean the period of early life and between being a 

child and fully grown up. That is someone who has the qualities of a 

youth or young man. It is within this premise, therefore, that Akinboye 

(1987) opines that the youth is any youngster between the age of twenty 

and thirty years. Beyond this, the person can be said to be a full man and 

having the various qualities of a full grown man. This definitions is in line 

with how the Nigerian National Adolescent Health Policy (1995) defines it 

as an equivalent of an adolescent age of anybody who is between ten and 

twenty four years. Whereas the National Policy on youth sees youth as 

persons who are between the ages of twenty plus and thirty. This is in 

correlation with the assertions of Babawale (1997) in which he explained 

that it is the period that immediately follows the stage of childhood. 

Similarly, Ibarra (1996) maintained that the real youth is that 

individual who is patriotic and dynamic or people who are dedicated and 

committed to the development, unity and protection of their communities. 

The youths of Rumuji seem to fall into this categorization. But absence of 

such facilities as to meaningfully contribute to the development of the 

community has been their predicament. It is for this reason that they 

engage in self help and become destructive. 

Thus, it is proper to follow the observations of  Damachi (1973) 

when he asserted that the youths are the strength and mainstay of the 

society as they venture into the social activities which not only promote 

cultural historical dignity but also social changes which bring about better 



South-South Journal of Humanities and international Studies                     

 

The Historical Implications of Youth Unemployment on Sustainable Development in Ikwerre 333 

living. In fact what is happening with the youth in Rumuji community is 

quite a reverse of what youths ought to be as exemplified by the above 

assertions. But it is obvious that the youth depict youthful behaviours and 

attributes of the age below the adult age.   In line with Kinanee (2004) a 

youth or any adolescent is defined as any boy or girl who is from 19 years 

of age to 30 years. 

 

Conceptual Issues on Unemployment   

The word unemployment generally implies the situation where an 

individual is without any job.  In other words, it is a situation of no job at 

all which does not contribute to nation-building nor economic 

development.  It is within this premise that Nzidee (2005) likens it to a 

situation where some factors of production are idle or not utilized in 

productive activities that can earn an income.  Still, as far as labour is 

concerned as a factor of production unemployment would occur if those 

who are able to work cannot find jobs.  In an economy if those who are 

qualified are not able to find gainful employment, then unemployment 

would exist.  

Again, Robinson (2004) was more articulate in his explanations 

about unemployment.  He maintained that, unemployment is one of the 

most sensitive and disturbing problems militating against the total 

development of the economies of the less developed countries in this case, 

therefore, it becomes a contemporary problem for emerging economies 

like ours creating serious issues to the overall socio-economic 

development of those nations. 

The definition given by Hyment (1997) looks more relevant to the 

youth.  He disclosed that an unemployed person is one over the age of 

sixteen years who is available for work and has actively sought 

employment during the previous four weeks.  This did not include those 

not willing to work and did not seek for one.  The definition is indeed 

more fitting to the youths since it has identified the age of the labour force.  

In his work, Jaja (1992) affirms the above definition when he maintained 



South-South Journal of Humanities and international Studies                     

 

The Historical Implications of Youth Unemployment on Sustainable Development in Ikwerre 334 

that unemployment is a macro economic situation in which an individual 

between the age of sixteen and twenty nine who is willing to work at a 

prevailing wage rate but cannot find the job.  The situation exists in 

Rumuji community where there is an overwhelming population of those 

youths who want to work but no available jobs, it is based on this that 

Ogele (2006) probably explained in his work that the youth of every 

society spell blessing if given good employment, sound education or 

enabling ground for skill acquisition. Conversely, they can become a curse 

to the society if they are allowed to roam the streets without jobs at a point 

where they can become restive and lawless.  The latter has become the 

order of the day in Rumuji community where rival cult groups engage in 

gun battle on a daily basis. 

 

Location of Rumuji Community 

 Rumuji is one of the communities in Odegu clan situated in 

Emohua Local Government Area of Rivers State. It is the community 

directly at the central position in Odegu.  Its boundary position in the 

North is by Rundele, West by Rumuewhor, and East by Ibaa, Evekwu and 

Rumuodogo by the South.  By the same east is the Ikwerre channel 

running towards Isiokpo and Elele.  It is also within Odegu latitudes of 

40:45 and 50:15 North and longitudes 60:40 and 70:15 East. 

 The people boast of fertile soil and with good climatic conditions.  

Rain fall is moderate which begins from March to September and 

thereafter dry season emerges with intense heat beginning from October 

through February each year as a result of its situate within the equatorial 

rain forest zone of the Guinea Coast. 

 The good climatic conditions call for the reason why the people 

engage in vigorous agriculture at the subsistence level.  The agrarian 

nature the people is mainly responsible for the abundance of food in the 

area.  This, however, dictate the economic activities found in the area such 

as farming, fishing in several shallow waters surrounding the area, 

hunting, craft making, palm produce and solid minerals exploitation. 
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 They produce such food crops as yam, maize, cocoyam, cassava 

processed as garri, starch and fou-fou, three leave yam, okro, vegetables, 

plaintain, banana, peas, mango, pepper etc. While some of the crops are 

sold in the local Rumuji market, others are transported to long distance 

markets located in places like Rundele, Ibaa, Rumuewhor, Evekwu and 

even Port Harcourt. 

 Animals that are found and caught include rabbit, porcupine, 

grass-cuter, antelope, bush pig, wild dog etc. Hunters in hunting 

expedition go with hunting dogs, bows and arrows, traps, local dane guns 

to the forests. Some even trespass to Evekwu and Rumuodogo forests in 

search of animals. These animals when caught are consumed while others 

such as rabbits are domesticated. The East West high way runs through 

the community and with the Ikwerre Channel communication is enhanced 

and commercial activities thrive. Some of the surrounding waters are non-

saline, so they provide a source of drinking water to the people. But the 

availability of water bore-holes and mono-pumps provided by 

government make the stream water unattractive for domestic use. 

 

Types of Unemployment 

 Once the major macro-economic problems facing Rumuji 

community is unemployment. It affects the youth of the area mainly. 

Essentially, it is of various types they include the following: 

 

1. Seasonal Unemployment 

This type of unemployment can be located in such areas as in road and 

building construction. Casual laborers are affected. As noted by Anyanwu 

(1997), this type of unemployment comes from social fluctuations in 

demand over a given period of time as a result of change in weather 

conditions. 

 

2. Frictional Unemployment 
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This results from those individuals who have left jobs that did not work 

out but now searching for new ones or is either reacting to the labor force 

to search for a new job. Secondly, if an individual after leaving school 

spends a number of months searching for a right job, that individual is 

involved in frictional unemployment. 

This type of unemployment is very dominant in Rumuji where a 

good number of school leavers stay at home for months searching for jobs. 

This situation can also arise when an individual leaves his or her present 

job with the hope of getting another elsewhere. 

 

3. Structural Unemployment 

 Whereas Leslie (2005), describes this as square peg in a round hole. 

It has two dimensional approaches. He goes on to infer that it results from 

a mismatch between the skills possessed by those seeking work and 

secondly he states that it’s occurrence may be because of a geographical 

mismatch between the locations of job openings and job seeker’s. 

Similarly, Hyman (1997) is of the view that this type of unemployment 

results from permanent shifts in the pattern of demand for goods and 

services from changes in technology such as automation or 

computerization. For this reason, Robinson (2004) explains that an 

erstwhile typist may be thrown out of office if he or she is not retrained to 

be able to operate a computer in the contemporary society. 

 Therefore, it is true that it occurs when the skills of the labor group 

have become outdated needing retraining. 

 

4. Clinical Unemployment 

 This type of unemployment can also be said to be demand deficient 

unemployment which occurs when there is decline in the real Gross 

Domestic Product (GDP) during periods of contraction or recession such 

as we have today in Nigeria. It could also be when the economy fails to 

operate at its optimal point.  
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The Scenario at Rumuji  

 There are several causes of unemployment in Rumuji Community. 

There is the unending mass population explosion in the area of late, an 

unprecedented influx of strangers into the community has added to the 

population problems. Anyanwu (1997) agrees that the rising population 

among the youths affects unemployment issues for which Rumuji has 

become a beneficiary of such issues. The downstream oil and gas 

industries in Rumuji can no longer engage the teeming population of the 

youths and hence unemployment results. 

Again, there is a steady expansion in educational opportunities with a 

misdirected investment in human capital in the area through poor 

educational training that does not offer relevant skills. All of them put 

together have resulted in the rush for limited job openings therefore 

creating room for unemployment as available openings cannot absorb 

those with university education wanting to be gainfully employed. 

 There is also a misdirected investment in labour market which has 

created a mismatch between the supply of skilled workers and the market 

absorption capacity. A reflux of school leavers in already saturated labour 

market has become a major problem. The mass entrenchment, restriction 

in aggregate supply etc. have compounded the problem. Lack of available 

jobs or job openings in the area have become one of the major causes of 

unemployment industries are not expanding and development efforts are 

being concentrated in large urban towns at the expense of less urbanized 

areas like Rumuji. Until government extends development of other towns, 

the problem of unemployment would continue. 

 

Youth Restiveness 

 According to Hornby (1998) restiveness is the inability of the youth 

to be still, difficult to control especially because they are not satisfied with 

what is happening around them. In recent times, restiveness has been on 

increase and the rate very alarming because of the endemic nature of high 

rate of unemployment among Rumuji youths. It was for this reason that 
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the guardian newspaper of April 19, 2001, lamented the disruption of 

loading of fuel at the Port Harcourt refinery by protesting youths over an 

unfavourable employment policy of the Nigerian National Petroleum 

Cooperation (NNPC).  

 Based on the above, Ikenga (2011) maintained that the insensivity 

of the government to the plight of the Niger Delta people became a vehicle 

for the rise of militancy in the region. This was what droves most of the 

youths to the Greeks and forest regions eventually bringing about 

proliferation of small arms and light weapons with which they used in the 

various restive activities by attacking and maiming innocent citizens. 

Rumuji youths became vulnerable in the use of those weapons in the 

community.   

 

Way Forward 

 It is important to proffer remedial measures or recommend a way 

forward to the trauma of youth restiveness. One of the measures is to 

ensure that the society does not suppress the youth any more neither 

would it refuse them to develop and grow. The fear of making the youth 

subservient could create panic in their minds. Rather, what is more 

appropriate is not deny them their legitimate right of being citizens of 

Rumuji or Odegu Clan. 

 They should be allowed to recognize their potentials develop 

entrepreneurial skills and be self-supporting in order that they might be 

participants in the making of their society.  In this case, an enabling 

environment could emerge to allow for sustainable economic 

development. 

 Furthermore, apart from government agencies, the wealthy 

individuals in the society could assist the youth to be empowered 

financially or with skills training. Once this wealthy class neglects this 

aspect of social responsibility and begin to call the youths names such as 

miscreants, area boys, criminals or cultists, then of course the youth could 

become restive in the society. 
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 According to Bruce (2002), the youth should not be more interested 

in “sharing the money” or white Colar Jobs, rather they should 

concentrate on self-enterprises that would help build the society. That is, 

unemployment will decrease or disappear if leaders whose cardinal 

programmes would be based on youth development and empowerment 

through tailored education needs of Rumuji people. 

 Again, infrastructural development should be decentralized to 

include rural areas rather than concentrating them at the urban centers 

such as Port Harcourt.  Most Rumuji youths dwell in the village or 

community and not in Port Harcourt. Therefore, any empowerment issues 

or development should concentrate within Rumuji community so that 

their youths could benefit. 

 Educational opportunities should get to the youths of the area so 

that they can be empowered with the basic education and skills to be 

gainfully employed. Quality educations determine individuals’ prestige, 

greatness and level of patriotism which will enhance the size of their 

contribution to nation building.  

 

Conclusion 

 Unemployment and youth restiveness have been seen as two 

related social problems in Rumuji community. They are the major 

sensitive and disturbing issues that work against the total development of 

the youth in the area. It has been a debilitating problem for all emerging 

economics of the world. 

 Indeed, it is a situation whereby youth within the age range of 

between eighteen to thirty (18-30) years who are willing to work at a 

prevailing wage rate cannot find jobs. This situation creates a very hostile 

environment in which the youth manipulates every available means for 

self-help. This is where youth restiveness comes into place in Rumuji 

community. 

 However, it was observed that unemployment in Rumuji brought 

about youth restiveness, prostitution, drug abuse, cultism, hostage-taking, 
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kidnapping and other related crimes. Once the youths are employed peace 

could be restored in the community and therefore government should 

provide an enabling environment for the youths to be engaged in 

meaningful activities. 

 Scholarships from government, Non-governmental Organizations 

and companies operating in the community should be made available to 

the youths of the area. All these could reduce unemployment rate if not 

eradicating it in the area. 
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