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Abstract 
The Niger Delta region of Nigeria has been the oil hub of the nation with 

the  discovery of crude oil in Oloibiri in Ogbia local government area of 

Bayelsa State in commercial quantities in 1956. This treasure under her soil 

has left natives as well as migrants in this oil rich zone in a state of despair 

as the cost of oil exploration is undoubtedly weighing down so heavily on 

the zone. This follows from series of oil spills - both offshore and onshore, 

ground water pollution, soil contamination etc. Governments both 

national and state, as well as the international community, in response to 

desperate calls for environmental safety and justice have risen with series 

of policies in form of legislations and operating guidelines aimed at 

checking the menace of environmental pollution and its ugly 

consequences. How far these policies have addressed the challenge of 

environmental pollution they are set to address remains to be seen. This 

paper provides a summary of some of these policies and how they have 

impacted on the region’s overall peace, environmental health, and 

sustainable development. 
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1. Introduction 

Pollution involves the introduction of negative change inducing 

contaminates into natural environments. These contaminates can assume 

liquid, gaseous, or solid forms. According to Akujobi (2009, p.338), “an 

environment is polluted when it is altered in composition or condition 

directly or indirectly as a result of activities of man so that it becomes less 

suitable for some or all of the uses for which it will be suitable in its natural 

use”. Nigeria’s National Environmental Standards and Regulations 

Enforcement Agency (2007), views pollution as “man-made or man-aided 

alteration of the chemical, physical, or biological quality of the environment 

beyond acceptable limits” in S.37. Environmental pollution has also been 

defined as “any undesirable change in physical, chemical or biological 

components of the environment, that is, air, water, soil which can cause 

harmful effects on various forms of life or property” (Solomon, George-

West & Alalibo, 2017. p. 10) 

 

Pollution is caused by pollutants. Pollutants are substances that have 

adverse or harmful effects on living organisms in their natural habitat or 

surroundings. Pollutants can be classified as biodegradable and non-

biodegradable. Biodegradable pollutants are also known as  non-persistent 

pollutants and refer to “pollutants that are easily decomposed by 

microorganisms or bacteria present in the environment and they include all 

organic substances of plant and animal origin” according to Solomon, 

George-West, & Alalibo, (2017, p.10).. biodegradable pollutants also include 

“synthetic organic chemicals”. Non-biodegradable pollutants on the other 

hand refer to pollutants that “cannot be decomposed easily by bacteria” 

(ibid, p10).  Also known as persistent pollutants, nonbiodegradable 

pollutants include heavy toxic metals like lead and mercury, nuclear waste 

etc which cannot at all be degraded by natural bacteria activities (Solomon, 
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George-west, & Alalibo, 2017). They are persistent because they can stay for 

decades if not centuries before they can be broken down by the forces of 

nature. 

 

The rest of this paper is organized into five sections. The section 

immediately following reviews the concept of the Niger Delta. The next 

section deals with oil spills incidences in the region. The remaining three 

sections deal with the policy responses to environmental pollution, the 

empirical literature on environmental practice, and a discussion of the 

impact of the extant environmental regime on pollution in the Niger Delta.  

  

2. Niger Delta in Review 

There are two basic perspectives to the Niger Delta Region, an official 

economic-political viewpoint, and a geographical or geomorphological 

viewpoint. Officially, the Niger Delta region of Nigeria comprises of the 

southern Nigeria oil rich states of Abia, Akwa Ibom, Bayelsa, Cross River, 

Delta, Edo, Imo, Ondo, and Rivers States.  As Asanebi (2016),  noted,  these 

nine states Niger Delta is the political creation of the Olusegun Obasanjo 

administration in the year 2000 in reponse to pressure arising from politics 

of oil revenue distribution. This is the Niger Delta that is defined by the 

poltical economy of oil. Take away the oil identifier that defines it, this 

Niger Delta ceases to exist. 

  

There is also the geographical or geomorphological Niger Delta defined by 

the distributaries of the River Niger that empty it into the Atlantic Ocean in 

the Gulf of Guinea. This is the true delta of the River Niger because the main 

landform that defines a delta is the distributary of a river that empties the 

water of that river into a larger body of water. Asanebi (2016)  agrees that 

this area constitutes the core Niger Delta and comprises Bayelsa, Delta and 

Rivers States, the three states in which there are distributaries of the River 

Niger. This area has always been notable since its encounter with European 

traders. The initial trade commodities were slaves and palm oil produce. Its 
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current prominence follows the discovery crude oil in commercial 

quantities and the subsequent exploration and exportation of this product 

even before these states were created.  

 

History has it that oil was first discovered and explored in Oloibiri in the 

present day Bayelsa State in the year 1956  (Okonta & Oronto, 2003). Since 

then, the communities and individuals that make up these states have 

known more pains and sorrows from oil exploration and exploitation 

activities than they have ever enjoyed from the proceeds of oil production. 

As Wafaa (2017), rightly pointed out, oil wealth in theory brings positive 

impacts to host communities with minimal cost to the environment, 

however, the exploitation of oil wealth by political elites and oil companies 

with disregard to environmental degradation has ensured that the Niger 

Delta stands as a monument to the failure of the modern African nation-

state to care for its people. The region has continually been in the news for 

pollution with oil spillage arising from the activities of the oil giants as the 

main focus. Other forms of pollution are noise especially from the 

exploration activities, emission of hazardous gases, introduction of harmful 

chemicals in the form of pesticides, indiscriminate dumping of refuse and 

contamination of the waterways with electronic wastes such as mercury to 

mention but few. 

 

3. Oil Spills in the Niger Delta 

The Niger Delta has known series of oil spills both minor and major. In the 

first five decades of oil production an estimated 546 million gallons of crude 

was spilled into the Niger Delta environment (Agbonifo, 2016, p. 26). 

Generally, the spills reported are those which are considered major. 

Therefore, substantial but unquantified amount of the spills in the region 

go unnoticed either because they are considered ‘small’ or they were 

unreported. Crude oil pipeline vandalism which is adjudged to account for 

most of the oil spills in the region has been blamed on the activities of 
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Militant groups under the guise of agitation for environmental justice and 

development of the region (Umar & Othman, 2017).  

 

However, the major oil spill that brought international attention to the 

Niger Delta region was the 1970 oil spill in Ogoniland which led to the 

contamination of thousands of hectares of farmlands and rivers (Wafaa, 

2017).  Shell BP, the company behind the spill, was fined $26m by a court 

30 years after. The region witnessed over 7,000 spills between 1990 and 2000 

according to the Federal Government (Vaughan, 2011). 

 

 The table below provides a run-down of oil spills in the region from 2008 

to 2018. 

Year Total Number of Oil 

Spills 

Number of Litres 

Spilled 

Number of 

Barrels 

2018 571 4,054,180.64 25,689.37 

2017 489 5,261,786.74 33,302.45 

2016 562 6,775,629.53 42,883.73 

2015 739 6,833,956.48 43,252.89 

2014 1,236 12,121,558.74 76,718.73 

2013 1,621 5,076,396.88 32,129.09 

2012 1,059 6,021,743.45 38,112.03 

2011 984 11,347,199.01 71,817.72 

2010 817 6,621,081.69 41,905.58 

2009 704 4,993,620.73 14,613.91 

2008 800 10,196,707.15 31,605.12 

Source: NOSDRA (2019) 

 

Apart from oil spills as pollutants, other sources of pollution in the region, 

like elsewhere, include large scale use of fossil fuels in automobiles and 

energy generation, discharge of untreated or partially treated sewage and 

industrial waste waters on the land and into water bodies, modern life style 
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and high level of industrialisation and commercialisation which has given 

rise to huge production and subsequent injection of non-biodegradable 

wastes such as plastics, pesticides and fertilizers etc into the environment 

(United Nations Environmental Programme, 2011). 

 

4. Policy Responses 

There is no surfeit of laws, regulations, and guidelines on the protection of 

the environment from pollution.  The Nigerian government has enacted 

laws and formulated policies aimed at arresting where possible or reducing 

the impact of environmental pollution arising from oil production 

activities. It has also ratified conventions, treaties, and protocols drawn up 

by international organizations to which it belongs and by its development 

partners. It has also issued guidelines for protection and management of 

the environment. Some of these policies and legal framework as provided 

by both local and international authorities include: 

 

The Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria: This is the foundation 

of the national legal order. The constitution recognizes the importance of 

protecting and improving the environment and thus makes provision for 

same. Relevant sections of the 1999 Constitution (as amended) concerning 

environmental pollution include 

 

 Section 12 which establishes impliedly that international treaties 

(including environmental treaties) ratified by the National 

Assembly should be implemented as law in Nigeria. 

 Section 20 which makes it an objective of the Nigerian state to 

improve and protect the air, land, water, forest, and wildlife of 

Nigeria. 

 Section 33 and 34 which guarantee the fundamental human rights to 

life and human dignity respectively, have also been argued to be 

linked to the need for a healthy and safe environment to promote 

these rights (Consitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999) 
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Hydrocarbon Oil Refineries Act, 1965: This act is concerned with the 

licensing and control of refining activities. Sections relevant to this study 

are 

 

 Section 1; prohibits any unlicensed refining of hydrocarbon oils in 

places other than a refinery. 

 Section 9 implicitly requires refineries to maintain pollution 

prevention facilities (Hydrocarbon Oil Refineries Act, 1965) 

 

Oil in Navigable Waters Act, 1968:  This is concerned with the discharge of 

oil from ships. The following sections are significant: 

 

 Section 1 prohibits the discharge of oil from a Nigerian ship into 

territorial waters and shorelines. 

 Section 3 declares it an offence for a ship master, occupier of land or 

operator of apparatus for transferring oil to discharge oil into 

Nigerian waters. It equally mandates the installation of anti-

pollution equipments in ships. 

 Section 6 makes such discharge punishable with a fine of N2, 000 

(Two Thousand Naira) only (Oil in Navigable Waters Act, 1968) 

 

Associated Gas Re-injection Act, 1979: This act mandates oil and gas 

companies operating in Nigeria to provide detailed master plan of their gas 

re-injection strategy. Relevant sections include:  

 

 Section 3 which prohibit any oil and gas company operating in 

Nigeria from flaring gas without full authorisation. 

 Section 4 stipulates forfeiture of concession granted to the violating 

company for a given oil field or fields(Associated Gas Re-injection 

Act, 1979) 
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Sea Fisheries Act, 1992: This act makes it illegal to take or harm fishes within 

the Nigerian waters by use of explosives, noxious or poisonous substances. 

These substances are viewed as pollutants. Relevant sections include: 

 

 Section 1 which prohibits any unlicensed operation of motor fishing 

boats within Nigerian waters. 

 Section 11 which makes contravention of this provision punishable 

with a fine of N50, 000.00 (Fifty Thousand Naira) or 2 years 

imprisonment. (Sea Fisheries Act, 1992) 

 

Oil Pipeline Act, 1956: This act and its regulations guide oil and gas 

activities in Nigeria. It stipulates the responsibilities of licence holders to 

the host communities and other interested parties in events of oil spillage. 

 

 Section 9 provides authority to make regulations on operations for 

the prevention of air and water pollution. 

 Section 11 makes it a civil liability on the part of licence holders to 

compensate anyone who suffers physical or economic injury as a 

result of leakage or spill from its facility. 

 Section 17 stipulates that granting of licence is subject to regulations 

concerning public safety and prevention of land and water 

pollution.(Oil Pipelines Act, 1956) 

 

Harmful Waste Prohibition Act, 1988: This act prohibits the carrying, 

dumping or depositing of harmful waste in the air, land or waters of 

Nigeria without lawful authority. The following sections are instructive: 

 Section 6 provides a punishment of life imprisonment for offenders 

in addition to the forfeiture of land or anything used to commit such 

an offence. 

 Section 7 provides for the punishment for any conniving, consenting 

or negligent officer under whose watch the offence is committed by 

a company. 
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 Section 12 defines the civil liability of any offender. This implies that 

he will be liable to the person or persons who suffered injury as a 

result of their action. (Harmful Waste Act, 1988) 

 

Environmental Impact Assessment Act, 1992: Environmental Impact 

Assessment is the assessment of the potential impacts be it positive or 

negative that a proposed project would have on natural environment. 

Environmental Impact Assessment is governed by the Environmental 

Impact Assessment Act which deals primarily with considerations of the 

impact of a project, weather publicly or privately owned, on natural 

environment to ensure it is not overburdened.  Sections relevant to the 

prevention of environmental emergencies include: 

 

 Section 2 which require an assessment of public or private project 

likely to have adverse effect on the environment. It also requires 

written application to the agency in charge for assessment for the 

environmental impacts of the project and subsequent approval 

before commencement of the said project. 

 Section 13 clearly outlines cases where EIA is needed. 

 Section 60 makes contravention punishable to a fine of N100, 000.00 

(One Hundred Thousand Naira) or 5 years imprisonment for an 

individual or N50, 000.00 (Fifty Thousand Naira) but not more that 

N100, 000.00 (One Hundred Thousand Naira) for cooperate 

bodies.(Environmental Impact Assessment Act, 1992) 

 

Petroleum Products and Distribution (Anti-sabotage) Act, 1975: Under this 

act, the offence of sabotage which could result in environmental pollution 

is punishable with a death sentence or imprisonment of not more than 21 

years. (Petroleum Products and Distribution Act, 1975) 
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Nuclear Safety and Radiation Protection Act, 1995: This act regulates the 

use of radioactive substances and equipments which emits and generates 

ionizing radiations. Relevant sections include: 

 

 Section 4 which provides authority to make regulations for the 

protection of the environment from the harmful effects of ionizing 

radiation. 

 Section 15 and 16 which makes mandatory the registration of 

premises and restriction of ionizing radiation sources to the 

premises. 

 Section 40 ensures that the same regulations guiding the 

transportation of dangerous goods by air, land or water also apply 

to transportation of radioactive substances.(Nuclear Safety and 

Radiation Protection Act, 1995) 

 

Water Resources Act, 1993: This act focuses on developing and improving 

the quality and quantity of water resources available to Nigerians. The 

following sections are pertinent: 

 

 Section 5 and 6 provides authority to the Minister of water resources 

or his representative to make pollution prevention plans and 

equally regulate the protection of fisheries, flora and fauna. 

 Section 18 stipulates fine not exceeding N2, 000.00 (Two Thousand 

Naira) or 6 months imprisonment for individual offenders. 

Additional N100 fine each day the offence persists. (Water 

Resources Act, 1993) 

 

Niger Delta Development Commission (NDDC) Act, 2017: The NDDC act 

is concerned with using allocated funds to tackle ecological problems 

arising from the exploration of oil mineral in the Delta. Specifically, section 

7 empowers the commission to plan and implement projects that will 

enhance sustainable development of the Delta in the field of transportation, 
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health, agriculture, urban and housing development. It is also empowered 

to liaise with oil and gas companies and ensure the control of oil spills, gas 

flaring and other forms of pollution. (Niger Delta Development 

Commission Act as Amended, 2017) 

 

National Oil Spill Detection and Response Agency (NOSDRA) Act, 2006: 

This is the legal framework for the setting up of the National Oil Spill 

Detection and Response Agency (NOSDRA). This agency was set up in 2006 

in compliance with International Convention on Oil Pollution, 

Preparedness, Response and Cooperation to which Nigeria is a signatory. 

Its central mandate is to “restore and preserve our environment by ensuring 

best oil field, storage and transmission practices in exploration, production 

and use of oil in the quest to achieve sustainable development of Nigeria” . 

According to the act setting up this agency, there is no legally binding 

penalty or fines for oil spill. Companies are only required to pay 

compensation to the communities affected by the spill and conduct cleanup 

(National Oil Spill Detection and Response Agency Act, 2006). 

 

National Environmental Standards and Regulation Enforcement Agency 

(NESREA) Act, 2007: Administered by the Federal Ministry of 

Environment, NESREA was set up by an act in 2007 to replace the Federal 

Environmental Protection Agency (FEPA). The act setting up NESREA is 

an embodiment of laws and regulations focused on the protection and 

sustainable development of the environment and its natural resources. The 

following sections are worth noting: 

 

 Section 7 provides authority to ensure compliance with 

environmental laws, local and international on environmental 

sanitation, pollution prevention and control through monitory and 

regulatory measures. 
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 Section 8 empowers the agency to make and review regulations on 

air and water quality, effluent limitations, control of harmful 

substances and other forms of environmental pollution. 

 Section 27 prohibits without lawful authority the discharge of 

hazardous substances into the environment. This offence is 

punishable with a fine not exceeding N1, 000,000.00 (One Million 

Naira) only and an imprisonment term of 5 years. In the case of 

cooperate body, there is an additional fine of N50, 000.00 (Fifty 

Thousand Naira) for everyday the offence persists.(NESREA ACT, 

2007) 

 

5. Empirical Literature 

Numerous scholarly works have gone on and are still going on in this 

subject area. Olaniyan, Aladejare, & Olubiyi (2016), in their work 

advocating a tougher and comprehensive legislation on oil theft in Nigeria 

examined the existing legislation to ascertain their viability and ability to 

address what they were set up to address. They noted that such legislation 

should never be gambled. Also effective institutional base should be set up 

to ensure that such legislations succeed.  

 

In another work, Atanda( 2015), undertook an overview of the legal 

framework for oil pollution in Nigeria. They collected legislations and laws 

that have been promulgated to address oil pollution. Their findings indicate 

that the laws have not impacted positively on the environment owing to the 

fact that pollution still persists. They encouraged government to be firm 

and sanction erring companies and vandals. 

 

Wilson (2012), undertook a study of how the Niger Delta has fared with the 

establishment of NDDC to anchor sustainable development of the region. 

Using secondary data sources such as books, journals, newspapers etc and 

their report on NDDC, he observed that the activities of the Commission 

are good but not adequate to achieve the desired development of the region. 
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He suggested actions and modalities which the commission should adopt 

to achieve the needed development. 

 

Akem-Vingir (2010), in a study moving beyond blame game - finding 

solutions to environmental issues in the Niger Delta did an in-depth 

collection and examination of existing legislation. They found that the 

blame game between the government and multi-national companies in 

Nigeria has not helped. They recommended the full implementation of 

NOSDRA amendment bill which advocates the polluter pays principle. 

 

Elsewhere, Allen (2010), examined literature on the pattern of relationship 

bewtween oil companies and governement on one hand,and local justice 

and environmental groups on the other hand. He found that oil and 

environment related issues in the Niger Delta are key indicators of failure 

of various governements to implement policies that will ensure 

environmental protection and sustained development. 

 

6. Discussion of Findings and Recommendations 

From the foregoing analysis, it is obvious that the unabated increase in the 

incidences of pollution in Niger Delta region and indeed Nigeria is not as a 

result of lack of policy guidelines regarding protection of our environment, 

but the fact that these guidelines are not in public domain. A lot of 

Nigerians including top industry players are not aware of these guidelines 

(Allen, 2010). Another reason for the negligence is the fact that Nigeria lacks 

strong institutions of enforcement. This has in no small measureenhanced 

the status of a toothless bulldog for these policies.  Also the penalties 

attached to default are laughable. Imagine a fine of N2,000.00 (Two 

Thousand Naira) only for polluting the water body and addtional N100.00 

(One Hundred Naira) each day that the pollution persists. This fine 

amounts to nothing for most of the pollution generators as they can afford 

to pay the fine 10 times over. This is the reason it cannot serve as deterrent 

for offenders. The perpetuators of environmental pollution will even pay 
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the fine to cover a period of several years before emitting the pollution. 

These default charges are far from reflecting the current realities of our 

country, no wonder the oil majors will choose to pay fine rather than stop 

gas flaring. 

 

Furthermore, the agencies of government saddled with enforcement of 

environmental regulation most often lack capacity to function effectively 

(Cragg, Croft, & Inemo, 2015). This inadequate capacity is manifested both 

in man and materials. They lack competent manpower to handle latest 

technologies for dictation and remedy in events of pollution/oil spills. This 

has left them with no chioce but to depend on the organisations they are set 

up to checkmate for support. A case at hand was during the offshore spill 

that occured in a flow station in Bonny during the early year 2000, Nigerian 

National Petroleum Cooperation (NNPC) did not have the capacity to get 

to the site of the spill not to talk of taking inventory of the level of damage. 

They relied on Shell BP (coincidentally who were the operators of the 

facility that caused the spill) for technical support , you can imagine what 

the outcome will be. In another instance, the degree to which DPR currently 

demands operational plans for environmental protection as a part of the 

licensing process or how it monitors is unclear. What is clear is that the 

agency is dependent on the oil companies for transport to and from various 

installations and that this is widely seen as a weakness by outside 

observers’ Cragg, Croft, & Inemo, (2015)‘. This obvious beggarly attitude 

by agencies of government that are supposed to protect the environment 

leaves more questions unanswered. 

 

The Ministry of Niger Delta Affairs and the Niger Delta Development 

Commission, the two major agencies set up with the manadate of 

developing the region are yet to achieve their manadate years after 

inception. This can be seen clearly in their inability to complete the east west 

road, the only road that links the region to the rest of the country. As rightly 

observed by Wilson, (2012), the Niger Delta Development Commission 
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sponsored ‘activities for sustainable development of the region are good, 

but not adequate to achieve the desire development in the area. The 

endemic corruption in both agencies has made it almost impossible for 

them to achieve reasonable development. 

 

The environment of the Niger Delta region is therefore left in the hands of 

oil majors, uniformed enterpreneurs , vandals and unenlighthened masses 

whose activities continually degrade its environment. This has casted 

heavy doubt on the sustainability of our today’s environment which is the 

basis for a sustainable development. Sustainable development as defined 

by Ajayi,(1995) is the development that meets the resources and service 

needs of the present without compromising the ability of the future 

generation to meet their own needs. Based on this background, one can 

confidently say that the development happening around us today 

especially in the Niger Delta area ia a mirage and unsustainable. This is 

because these developments are taking place in an environment that is 

already over streched almost lacking capacity to sustain the present 

generation let alone the future, A situation where our brothers and sisters 

who engage in illegal collection and refining of crude oil pollute our 

neighbourhood on daily basis without regrets or any plan for remediation 

of the environment clearly indicates that we are in for the worst. The UNEP 

report in Ogoniland predicted that it will take up to 30 years to clean up the 

present pollution as at the time of their report in 1999 and it was estimated 

to cost $1b. Up till now, the federal government and oil majors are still 

playing politics with the clean-up. More worrisome is the fact that the 

already polluted environment has known far more pollutions that it had 

when UNEP filled-in their report. This will invariably mean that more time 

and more money will be required to reclaim the environment. 

 

If all the relevant agencies concerned will sincerely pursue the course of this 

clean up and remediation as it is the only sure way for sustainable 

development and environment in the region, then the evil that was meant 
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to eat us all can actually be turned to good. This can be achieved if the 

required resources are deployed, which is capable of engaging the teaming 

youths of the region to gainfully join the clean up rather than continue in 

their dangerous acts that are doing more harm than good to the 

environment.  

 

As rightly observed by Otega & Dani,( 2015) inadequate enlightenment and 

empowerment are critical factors hindering fruitful and meaningful 

sustainable community development in the Niger Delta area of Nigeria. 

This is why there is urgent need for massive enlightenment campaign to 

educate the masses of the region on what constitutes pollution and possible 

means of averting them. Provision of empowerment by way of viable 

alternative for the current environmental harmful practices is crucial for the 

achievement of pollution free Niger Delta. For example, rather than 

continued gas flaring and  continued use of fossil fuel for cooking, the 

government in collaboration with the oil majors can harness the flared gas 

and send it to homes for cooking. That way we would have achieved 

cleaner energy and environment. The  move by the Federal Government to 

commercialise flared gas should be encouraged; however,  2020 deadline 

envisioned no longer seems attainable. This will immensely impact the 

environment positively and also assist in the unrelenting quest for 

sustainable development of the Niger Delta region. 

 

Most importantly, there is an urgent and compelling needs for an overhaul 

of the acts and legislations on environment and pollution with the aim of 

making them current, viable and goal oriented. The realities of the day both 

economically and environmentally should be reflected in the amendments 

so that they can meaningfully play their role as deterrents to environmental 

pollution offenders. 

 



South-South Journal of Humanities and international Studies                      Vol.3 No.2 June, 2020 
 

Environmental Pollution in the Niger Delta: Chronicling Policy Responses     35 

References 

Agbonifo, P. (2016). Oil spills injustices in the Niger Delta region: 

Reflections on oil industry failure in relation to the United Nations 

Environment Programme (UNEP) Report. International Journal of 

Petroleum and Gas Exploration Management, 2(1), pp.26-37, March 2016  

Ajayi, W. (1995). Achieving Enviromental Protection through the Vehicle of 

Human Right: Some Conceptual Legal and Third World Problem. 

University of Benin Law Journal , 2 (1). 

Akem-Vingir, O. (2010). Moving Beyond the Blame game - Finding Solution 

to the Environemntal Issues in the Niger Delta. Unpublished Project of 

LLM in University of Reading . 

Allen, F. (2010). Implementation of oil related Environmental Policy in 

Nigeria; Government Inertia and Conflict in the Niger Delta. 

Unpublished PhD thesis at University of Kwazulu-Natal . 

Asanebi, D. (2016). A concise View of Niger Delta Region of Nigeria: An 

Interpretation of a Nigerian Historian. International Research Journal 

of Interdisciplinary and Multidisciplinary Studies (IRJIMS) , 56-63. 

Associated Gas Re-injection Act. (1979). 

http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/nig150976.pdf. 

Atanda, O. (2015). An Overview of the Legal Framework for Oil Pollution 

in Nigeria. An Unpublished Thesis . 

Consitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria. (1999). http://www.nigeria-

law.org/ConstitutionOfTheFederalRepublicOfNigeria.htm. 

Cragg, C., Croft, J., & Inemo, S. (2015). Environmental Regulation and 

Pollution Control in the Global Oil Industry in Relation to Reforms in 

Nigeria. Working Document of SDC. 

Environmental Impact Assessment Act. (1992). 

http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/nig18378.pdf. 

Harmful Waste Act. (1988). 

http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/nig18377.pdf. 

Hydrocarbon Oil Refineries Act. (1965). 

http://lawsofnigeria.placng.org/laws/H5.pdf. 



South-South Journal of Humanities and international Studies                      Vol.3 No.2 June, 2020 
 

Environmental Pollution in the Niger Delta: Chronicling Policy Responses     36 

National Environmental Standards and Regulations Enforcement Agency. 

(2007, Jan 10). NESREA ACT. Retrieved October 17, 2019, from 

nesrea.gov.ng: http://www.nesrea.gov.ng 

National Oil Spill Detection and Response Agency Act. (2006). 

https://nosdra.gov.ng/. 

Nationalarchivies.gov.uk. (2014). Review of Balance of Competencies 

between the United Kingdom and European Union; Environment 

and Climated Change. Review of Balance of Competencies between the 

United Kingdom and European Union; Environment and Climated Change 

(p. 21). London: HM Government. 

NESREA ACT. (2007). https://www.nesrea.gov.ng/. 

Niger Delta Development Commission Act as Amended. (2017). 

https://www.templars-law.com/wp-

content/uploads/2018/02/Templars-Newsletter-NDDC-

Amendment-Act-.pdf. 

Nuclear Safety and Radiation Protection Act. (1995). 

http://www.vertic.org/media/National%20Legislation/Nigeria/NG_

Nigerian_Radiation_Safety_Diagnostic_%20and_Interventional_Ra

diology_Regulations_2006.pdf. 

Oil in Navigable Waters Act. (1968). 

http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/nig18389.pdf. 

Oil Pipelines Act. (1956). http://www.nigeria-

law.org/Oil%20Pipelines%20Act.htm. 

Okonta, I., & Oronto, D. (2003). The Delta, A people and their Environment. 

In I. Okonta, & D. Oronto, Where Vultures Feast: Shell, Human right 

and Oil. NY: VERSO. 

Olaniyan, A., Aladejare, A., & Olubiyi, I. (2016). Advocating a Tougher and 

Comprehensive Legislation on Oil Theft in Nigeria. ABUAD Journsl 

of Public and International Law , 2 (1), 342 - 369. 

Otega, O., & Dani, S. (2015). Nigeria Niger Delta;Innovation for Sustainable 

Development. Asia Pacific Journal of Education, Arts and Sciences , 2 (4). 



South-South Journal of Humanities and international Studies                      Vol.3 No.2 June, 2020 
 

Environmental Pollution in the Niger Delta: Chronicling Policy Responses     37 

Petroleum Products and Distribution Act. (1975). 

https://nlipw.com/petroleum-production-distribution-anti-

sabotage-act/. 

Sea Fisheries Act. (1992). http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/nig18399.pdf. 

Solomon, L., Daminabo, V., & Uzor, C. (2016). A Synoptic Review on 

Ecological Toxicology and Environmental Sustainability. Researcher , 

8 (12), 6-10. 

Solomon, L., George-west, O., & Alalibo, I. (2017). Environmental Pollution 

in the Niger Delta and Consequential Challenge on Sustainable 

Development of the Region. Researcher , 9 (8), 10-15. 

Umar, A., & Othman, M. (2017). Causes and Consequences of crude Oil 

pipeline Vandalism in the Niger Delta Region of Nigeria;A 

Confirmatory Factor Analysis Approach. Cogent Economics & Finance 

, 5 (1), 300 - 325. 

United Nationa Environmental Programme. (2011, September 12). 

https://postconflict.unep.ch/publications/OEA/01_fwd_es_ch01_UNEP_

OEA.pdf. Retrieved April 13, 2020, from https://www.unep.org: 

https://postconflict.unep.ch 

Vaughan, A. (2011, Aug 4). Oil in Nigeria: A History of Spills, Fines and 

Fights for Rights. The Guardian;international edition , p. 13. 

Wafaa, T. (2017). Environment-related Human Rights Violation in the Niger 

Delta in Nigeria. International Journal on Humanities and Cultural 

Studies , 4 (3), 355-375. 

Water Resources Act. (1993). https://nlipw.com/water-resources-act/. 

Wikipedia. (2020, March 29). en.wikipedia.org. Retrieved April 13, 2020, from 

en.wikipedia.org: www.en.wikipedia.org 

Wilson, G. (2012). Niger Delta Development Commission and Sustainable 

Development of the Niger Delta Region of Nigeria; The Case of 

Rivers State. Journal of Contemporay Research , 9 (1), 254 -268. 

 

 

 


