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Abstract 

A cursory look at the history of philosophy shows that the nature of 

philosophy is diverse. Philosophy has been contemplative in 

nature. It is also being viewed as a discipline with social 

consciousness. The definition of philosophy changes according to 

the challenges of a period. The important thing to note is that in all 

the phases, it is the wisdom of life that is being sought. Is there is a 

link between philosophy and democratic governance? The paper 

adopts a multi-dimensional approach but mutually reinforcing 

approach.  This is so because philosophy plays a very important 

role in the development, synthetization and spreading of ideas and 

values that direct the thoughts and life of a people. The role of 

philosophy is in alliance with one of the definitions of philosophy as 

a search for the guide of life. Philosophy is a cultural phenomenon; 

this is because philosophical thought is grounded in a cultural 

experience. This paper therefore examines the place of philosophy 

in democratic governance in the context of its relevance and 

implications for growth among the masses in Nigeria. The 

necessary interconnectedness among these concepts was identified 

vis a vis the implications of such affinities for the peoples ability to 
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know where the ultimate powers over public policies in this respect 

abound. 

Key words: Philosophy, Democracy, Democratic governance, Governance 

 

Introduction 

The unfortunate developments in contemporary history in Nigeria have 

generated public concern about future of Nigerian federation as a political 

entity. Quite disturbing is escalating regime of violent crimes, religious 

and ethnic tensions. Consequently, economic and social relationships 

drifts into state of comatose in most commercial cities which justified the 

fears of many that the nation may not be able to navigate the storm of 

uncertainty too far. Security challenges, religious intolerance coupled with 

massive corruption in public places have dominated every national 

discourse. The insurgent question has been politicized with attendant 

consequences on human lives and properties. The culture of fear with 

mutual suspicion determines every aspect of human relationships. Sadly, 

the capacity of the state to contend with these challenges obviously is 

below expectations. 

 

Nigeria has been a perennial victim of the devious manipulation of 

ethnicity, regionalism and religion. Colonialism and its multi-dimensional 

impacts remain one major factor of socio-cultural economic and political 

significance in Nigeria history that accounts partly for this twist of fate. 

The centrality of this epoch was informed more by the supposed 

artificiality of the Nigerian federal system which has the heritage of 

‘ethnocentricity and divisiveness’ as against the desirable spirit of the 

operation and cohesion as precondition for sustainable development in 

the federal context. 

It should be noted that no philosophy exists in a vacuum. Like literature, 

science and other aspects of human intellectual culture, philosophy is a 

social phenomenon which derives its being from the experience generated 

through the continuous interaction between human beings and their 
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environment and between themselves. Philosophical deliberations are not 

merely abstract, theoretical and literary; there is a connection between 

political realisms, government and governance. Just as philosophy is a 

product of cultural experience, it also shapes it by providing the 

conceptual tools for comprehending human existential realities as they 

manifest themselves within a given socio-historical and political space. 

Philosophy and Philosophers are concerned with how all aspects of the 

society are structured, perusing issues of justice in social and economic 

relation, leading them to the formulation of theories (often called 

philosophies or ideologies) about the nature of leadership ,gender issues, 

education, youth adult relations, morality and professional ethics, crime 

and punishments ,arts and aesthetics and so on. These are found in 

various corpuses of ideas dotting the intellectual landscape. 

Essentially, there is an inextricable relationship between philosophy and 

democratic governance. Indeed, a people’s philosophy is greatly 

influenced by their culture and what they value. A corollary then is that a 

people’s perception or postulation about reality markedly colour’s their 

conceptual framework of the perceived reality. Consequently, the 

philosophy of a people fundamentally rests in their conception of a 

political system. It is the business of philosophy and philosophers to 

investigate the fundamental issues of life, existence, reality, being, 

nothingness, right, wrong, evil and good. The purpose of this paper 

therefore is to examine the place of philosophy in the growth of 

democratic governance in Nigeria and explain the necessary 

interconnectedness between these concepts. 

 

Conceptual and Theoretical Discourse 

Philosophy 

Philosophy in its nature is both a first order discipline and a second order 

course of inquiry. It is the fountain of all reflections, no matter the 

language the human family speaks or the geo-cultural space inhabited by 

human beings ad it is from this that the other theoretical ,practical and 
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applied intellectual disciplines take their origins, but from which, when 

such disciplines attain   a specificity of subject mattered delineation of 

methodology of  investigation.  Thus, this Queen-mother of all sciences 

called philosophy, via its major branches (Axiology, epistemology, logic, 

metaphysics) is both a field of knowledge saddled with basic quests as 

well as an applied level of study which its torch and touch of principles, 

systems, methods, nature and character shades light on other  spheres of 

knowledge. It is within the ambience of the last categorization or 

classification of philosophy that this discourse falls. The foregoing aligns 

with the view of scholars who define philosophy as the systematic critical, 

speculative, reflective, introspective, retrospective, conscious and intuitive 

attempt(s) to explain experiences, events and issues confronted in the 

process of living.    

 This work is with a view to highlighting the contributions which 

philosophy can make to the democratic governance and the political 

system of a society like Nigeria. In pursuing this objective, an attempt has 

been made, to consider the question of the nature of democratic 

governance and its link with philosophy as a discipline in the Nigerian 

society, to consider the place of politics in the development of the people 

or society as well as its impact to the sustainable development of the 

nation at large. 

Every day when we wake up from sleep, we look at our 

surroundings, we look at the wonders of nature and we ponder. We 

ponder over the wonders usually displayed by nature and we start to 

think and ask questions; multitude of questions such as: why does the sun 

rise from the east and set in the west? Why am I living on earth? Who 

created me and for what purpose? Why is our education system bad? 

Why do we have leadership problem? What can we do to improve the 

quality of man? Is there life after death? Some of these questions have 

answers while some are begging for answers and perhaps many can never 

be answered in our short stay here on earth. But man will continue to 
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ponder; continue to ask questions and continue to search for answers and 

solutions to the questions concerning the wonders that surround man. 

But what is the point of this kind to preoccupation in a world, such 

as ours, in which the search for the basic means of human existence has 

become more challenging than ever? In other words, who needs 

philosophy in a world in which human problems multiply while the 

means for resolving them become more and more difficult to come by? 

The purpose of this clarification is to make a case, implicit or explicit, for 

the indispensability of philosophy to human existence and sustainable 

development. A glance at life generally reveals that things do necessarily 

not go on smoothly as planned or anticipated. We are perplexed, worried, 

disappointed or fascinated. When we find ourselves in these of situations, 

we resort to philosophizing in searching for stability of the mind, because 

none of the situations can be said to point to a state of equilibrium. 

This is how Ayn Rand, put her thought on the indispensability of 

philosophy: 

As a human being, you have no choice about the fact that 

you need a philosophy. Your only choice is whether you 

define your philosophy in a self-conscious, rational, 

disciplined process of thought and scrupulously logical 

deliberation in-or let your subconscious accumulate a junk 

of unwarranted conclusions, false generalization, 

unidentified wishes, doubts and fears thrown together by 

chance, but integrated into a kind of mongrel philosophy 

and fused into a single, solid weight: self-doubt, like a ball 

and a chain in the place where your mind’s wings should 

have grown.(Ayn,1984:5) 

 As a corollary Professor KwasiWiredu, a foremost African 

philosopher, makes a similar point when he opines that: 

Not everybody need become a professional philosopher, but, 

to a certain degree, everybody is a philosopher. In truth, no 

one has a choice whether to have some philosophy or none 
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at all. In this connection we may recall the word of Jesus 

Christ: “man” he said, ‘shall not live by bread alone, but by 

the word of God.(Wiredu,1980:143) 

But if man shall not live without the word of God, even less shall he 

live without a philosophy, otherwise how shall he attain the conception of 

God? How shall he attain a conception of value of what to live for? How, 

in short, shall he attain a general and integrated look upon the world in 

which he lives? Clearly, the choice is not between having and not having a 

philosophy but rather between one that is consciously fashioned or and a 

largely unexamined one. 

Essentially, philosophy is a pure reasoning. There are no trail 

answers and no found truths. Unlike, other subjects in sciences, social 

sciences, humanities, Art and other disciplines, Philosophy has no final 

answers, It is a skill on critical reasoning. From the point of view of early 

Greek philosophers, philosophy, wisdom or excellence meant the totality 

of knowledge. All disciplines were seen and understood from a 

philosophical perspective and hence it was referred to as the mother of all 

disciplines. 

A cursory look at the history of philosophy shows that the nature 

of philosophy is diverse. Philosophy has been contemplative in nature. It 

is also being viewed as a discipline with social consciousness. The 

definition of philosophy changes according to the challenges of a period. 

This is why Azenabor said that “the meaning of philosophy is 

rationalistic, theological, idealistic, ideological, analytical, humanistic, 

speculative, and scientific at various times. The important thing to note is 

that in all the phases, it is the wisdom of life that is being 

sought.”(Momoh, 1989: v) let us note that there is a link between 

philosophy and democratic governance. This is so because philosophy 

plays a very important role in the development, synthetization and 

spreading of ideas and values that direct the thoughts and life of a people. 

This definition of the role of philosophy is in alliance with one of the 

definitions of philosophy as a search for the guide of life. “Philosophy is a 
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cultural phenomenon; this is because philosophical thought is grounded 

in a cultural experience.(Momoh,1991:1)  

It is the underlying unity or identity of the various intellectual thinkers 

that justifies the references to varieties of thought as wholes.  It should be 

noted that no philosophy exists in a vacuum. Like literature, science and 

other aspects of human intellectual culture, philosophy is a social 

phenomenon which derives its being from the experience generated 

through the continuous interaction between human beings and their 

environment and between themselves. But just as philosophy is a product 

of cultural experience, it also shapes it by providing the conceptual tools 

for comprehending human existential realities as they manifest 

themselves within a given socio-historical space. In other words, the 

relationship between philosophy and democratic governance is dialectical. 

 

The Concept of Democracy  

Democracy as a form of political organization, like other concepts of its 

calibre, has not been easy to define without ideological equivocation. The 

major problem in this area is that of ideological sectarianism vis-à-vis the 

nitty-gritty of democracy as a form of political governance, hence, as 

Olowu (1995:2) once opined, democracy as a “concept of governance has 

become all things to all men”. This notwithstanding however, from a 

concrete perusal of the term by scholars of repute, it is clear without 

equivocation that democracy had its first appearance in the fifth century 

B.C. This followed its coinage by the great historian-Herodotus. This 

historical initial effort catalysed the genesis of democratic ideas in 

antiquity (Akindele, 1987:40).Democratic ideas in antiquity combined two 

Greek words, "demo", meaning people and "Kratein" meaning the rule. 

Thus, the original meaning of democracy was the "rule of (by) the people". 

At this time, Herodotus included among its specific features, “equality 

before the law and popular deliberations" (Akindele, 1987:41).Subsequent 

Greek thinkers like Plato and Aristotle did not look with favour upon 

democracy. 
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While Plato's attitude was decidedly hostile to democratic ideas, Aristotle 

accepted the ideas with severe qualifications (Rejai, 1967:2). This explains 

why ancient democracy did not presuppose equality of all individuals. In 

it; existed the prevalence of slavery and, a minority of the populace had no 

political rights. Athens, the greatest of the city democracies, limited its 

franchise to the native born citizens. Greek discussion of democracy was 

followed by Rome's contribution to democratic ideas and government in 

antiquity. The hallmark of this contribution was Rome's development of 

the "idea of constitutionalism" and her emphasis on laws as the system of 

norms binding on both the "rulers" and "ruled”. However, the civilization 

of antiquity collapsed after a while. This collapse, and the then increasing 

predominance of religion over all aspects of life led to the evolution of 

medieval democratic ideas. More interestingly, the existence of the 

Christian religion, which emphasized the rights of the underprivileged 

and equality of all men before God contributed to the development of 

democratic ideas in the medieval period. In addition, most of the Christian 

ideas stressed the notion of a "moral law of nature", and the quest for a 

universal society.  

 

The medieval period was followed by the Renaissance which furthered 

optimism with regard to the future of man through its emphasis on the 

emancipation of man from medieval ties. (Rejai,1967:10-12). The core of 

the renaissance was the discovery of man and the emphasis on individual 

self-expression, self-realization, glory and fame. After the renaissance era 

came the 17th and 18th centuries when John Locke and Jean Jacques 

Rousseau in addition to Thomas Hobbes popularised the concept of the 

"Social Contract, which may be said to be the most rational of all the 

theories about the democratic origin of states and civil government, Even 

though, many obstacles riddled the historical stages of democratic ideas, it 

gained ground in the nineteenth century when "every important Western 

European monarch started to adopt a constitution limiting the power of 
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the crown and giving a considerable share of power to its people". This 

period witnessed the various elaborations of democratic theory by people 

like Abraham Lincoln, Thomas Jefferson, John Stuart Mill and Alex de 

Tocqueville. In short, the historical background of democratic ideas as 

outlined up to this point is what sets the stage for what is today known 

and called democracy. 

 

Many normative definitions of democracy had been given. Their general 

focus had been on value and norms of society. Empirical definitions of 

democracy which focused on political reality had also been given. While 

the normative definitions focused on shared beliefs and attitudes, the 

"normative-empirical" definitions combined empiricism and normative 

aspects of society.  

The normative definition of democracy was variously approached by 

people like Thomas Hobbes, Jean Jacques Rousseau, John Locke, Thomas 

Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln and John Stuart Mill. This explains why 

Thomas Hobbes, in his explanation of the social contract and its 

consequent by-product (state), treated the solitary, nasty, brutish and 

alienating state of nature as the catalyst for the volitional collective 

agreement - social contract - between men. On the same token, Rousseau, 

in his work, identified people's surrender of "natural rights" for “civil 

rights" as the basis of the emergence of a social contract which created the 

general will of the people (Khan, 1972:27-28).The creation of the general 

will through the social contract in Rousseau's view resulted in the existing 

state of nature when men were limited by their individual incapacities for 

self-governance. 

 

In addition to Hobbes and Rousseau, John Locke also theorized about 

theconcept of social  

contract. However, unlike Rousseau's views of the individual's 

incapability, John Locke believed that life in the state of nature was 

pleasant, but men were hampered by the absence of any socially 
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recognised authority to adjudicate and settle disputes and conflicts 

between them hence the need for democratic government (Khan, 1972: 20) 

As for John Stuart Mills, he believed in the welfare of the individual, as 

well as individual liberties. Writing on Democracy and liberty, he 

maintained that the only way power can be, or, should be exercised over 

any member in the society against his will, is when it can be established 

that, such individual intends to injure, or, do harm to others (Rejai, 1967: 

77). He further emphasized the notion of liberty within the framework of 

representative government. Along this analytical plane, argued, (Awa, 

1997:7, Akindele, 1993; Akindele et. al., 1998). 

 

 Schumpeter (1955) defines democracy as: the institutional arrangement 

for arriving at political decision, in which individuals acquire the power to 

decide by means of a competitive struggle for the people's vote. Due to the 

nature of their reasoning, Rousseau and other theorists (e.g. Lincoln) 

mainly concerned with the welfare of the community as a whole, are 

classified into the "collectivistic school of thought", while John Locke and 

John Stuart Mills are classified into the “individualistic school" relative to 

the emergence of democratic system of government which emphasizes 

equality and liberty of men. 

 

 Representative democracy has been variously defined. In his book, 

Democracy, Burns (1935: 29-46) defined representative democracy as a 

system whereby " all (i.e. people) elected a few to do for them what they 

could not do together". On the same token, John Stuart Mill concentrated a 

significant portion of his writing on representative democracy. While 

accepting the desirability of equal participation by everybody in the 

affairs of the government, he nevertheless claims that, it cannot be 

realized. Instead, he argued that representative government is the perfect 

form of government (Mill, 1962: 73-74). But, he further argued that, for 

representative government to be democratic, it must be accompanied by 

universal adult suffrage, free elections, short terms of office and 
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individual liberty. Without these things, any government will, in Mill's 

view, cease to be democratic. 

 

Contemporarily, and, in line with the “fight against system of economic 

exploitation, political repression, cultural oppression” and, their 

accompanying “moral, political, economic and social decay” (Nzongola-

Ntalaja, 2001), other scholars have increasingly paid attention to the issue 

of democracy and its propensity for good governance. In fact this explains 

why Olowu et al (1995: IX) once opined that “democracy constitutes both 

the main buzz-word and activity of these times” in most polities of the 

world. According to Nzongola-Ntalaja (2001) “democracy is a universal 

form of rule “which, even though, “may have variable manifestations in 

different historical and social settings”, have such manifestations tied 

together by a common thread”.Olowu (1995:16) opined that “democratic 

arrangement constitutes an approach to connecting the rule-ruler-ruled 

relationship” which forms the core of governance. This probably explains 

his definition of democracy as: a system of governance that underscores 

the plural nature of politics and hence gives recognition to the diversity of 

social forces in any political community. 

 

 Democracy exists when the relation between the governed and the 

government abides by the principles that state is at the service of the 

citizens and not the citizens at the service of the state; that the government 

exists for the people and not vice versa. Olowu (1995:16) re-echoed this 

position when he later asserted that “the bottom line of a democratic 

regime is that, it serves the citizens rather than the other way round” 

hence, as Ejituwu (1997) once claimed that “power resides with the people 

and, in a normal democratic situation, it is transferred to the leaders by a 

process of election”. In putting democracy into a proper perspective as a 

mechanism for enhancing people’s right to participate in making the 

decisions that affect them, Imam (1991) argues that: democracy has certain 

known principles: participation, pluralism and restraint on authority and, 
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(that), these principles are in turn associated with other terms: electoral 

systems, basic problems such as freedom of expression and association, 

guaranteed human rights, pluralism, public contestation, constitutional 

framework. All these tend to conjure for democracy, identical meanings, 

ideas, institutions and habit. This explains why Obadan (1998:24) opined 

that “democracy and good governance (government) have, in recent years 

become increasingly important for efficient economic management and 

development”. It equally explains Omoruyi’s (1993) position that “both 

democracy and good governance are necessary preconditions for 

development, should therefore, be incorporated into the political systems” 

particularly in the continent of Africa.  

 

Democracy as a moral imperative, in the sense that it represents a 

permanent aspiration of human beings for freedom, for better social and 

political order, one that is more human and more or less egalitarian.-

Democracy as a social process, in that it is a continuous process of 

promoting equal access to fundamental human rights and civil liberties 

for all and democracy as political practice or a mode of governance based 

on the principles of popular sovereignty, the rule of law, accountability, 

participation and alternance (meaning leadership renewal or 

change).Democracy must include the right of people to have their own 

aspirations and programmes, not only in political life, but also in 

economic, cultural, religious and other aspects of life. 

 

In other words, democracy includes ending the criss-crossing networks of 

oppression, exploitation and discrimination. The rights of the individual 

and individual freedom are paramount in any democratic society. Any 

society that does not guarantee individual freedom in her constitution and 

not mere expression of it, is very far from democracy. (Igwe, 2010:117)   

This being the case, we would define democracy as a system of 

government through which representatives are periodically elected by the 

qualified adult voters to be responsible for directing and deliberating on 
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the affairs of the state on behalf of the electors. As herein conceptually 

elucidated, democracy emphasizes the need for equitable governance of 

men without non-challenge for the essential need of any group within the 

society regardless of administrative or bureaucratic prescriptions. 

Democracy is a powerful tool for nation building, socio economic 

cohesion and all other developmental indicators.  

 

Concept of Governance 

Like most concepts of its kind, the concept of governance due to its 

complex weaving of “economic, political and social aspects of a Nation” 

(Shehu, 1999), has not been amenable to easy or simplistic definition. In 

other words, the concept has not been an exception to the volatility and 

eclecticism for which social political philosophy has been globally noted. 

This explains Esman’s (1997:1) claim that “no two political philosophers 

would agree on what the concept of governance is or what it means”. In 

fact, as Hyden (1999) once noted, “only few authors (have) define(d) it 

(the concept of governance) with a view to serving analytical purpose” 

hence, “governance as a concept has not been extensively used (or 

defined) in the socio political literature until very recently when it gained 

currency”. This notwithstanding, as Hyden (1999:24) once argued, “the 

concept of governance has come to occupy a more prominent position in 

the discourse of national development”. If this is correct or, should be 

taken to be correct, the question needs to be asked that: what exactly or 

actually is governance?  

World Bank (1989) defines governance as “the manner in which power is 

exercised in the management of a country’s economic and social resources 

for development”. According to the World Bank (1993), governance has 

three dimensions. These dimensions which, Eyinla (1998) equally noted 

are: “the nature of political regimes; the exercise of authority in the 

management of social and economic resources and, the capacity of 

government to design and implement policy and to discharge its 

functions”. These dimensions were specifically identified and concretely 
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elucidated by Olowu and Erero (1997) who both conceptualized 

governance as relating to the “rule-ruler-ruled relationship”. Specifically, 

Olowu and Erero (1997) identified the three dimensions of governance in 

the context of “rule-ruler-ruled relationship” as inclusive of 

“functionalism, “structuralism” and “normativism”.  

According to them, functionally, governance deals with “rule-making, 

legitimization, and enforcement” while it structurally comprises three 

distinct institutions: the “ruler or the state”, the “ruled or the society” and, 

the “rule of law”. In this regard, Olowu and Erero viewed governance as 

the “relationship between state and society institutions”. In the same vein, 

they claimed that “normatively, this relationship highlights thevalues 

associated with good governance”. These values according to them 

include: “transparency, organizational effectiveness, accountability, 

predictability, legitimacy, popular participation and plurality of policy 

choices”. Within the same context, Boeninger (1992) defines governance as 

the “good government of society”. According to this scholar, governance 

has three dimensions: political, technical and institutional. 

 

Nkom and Sorkaa (1996) synopsized the interrelatedness of these 

dimensions thus: The political revolves around the commitment to 

exercise authority or public control in a just, legitimate and rule oriented 

fashion. The technical concerns issues of efficiency, competence or the 

capacity to manage public affairs effectively to solve problems, and to 

produce good results in resource mobilization and public management. 

The institutional involves options, choices and growth – enhancing 

activities by the public while ensuring honest or good conduct on the part 

of the public officials. 

 

In the same vein, Landell-Mills and Serageldin (1992) argued that 

governance encompasses two interrelated dimensions: political and 

technical both of which consist of the government’s “will to govern well 

and the capacity to efficiently and competently handle public 
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management”. Governance, according to Gould (1972) refers to the act of 

exercising control over others, inducing others to behave in specified ways 

as required by law. It is “policy making and policy execution regulated by 

systems of law and guidelines which are segregated into specific 

operations to achieve specific national objectives (Shehu, 1999:1). 

 

 To Brautigam (1991) and Ikpeze (1999:73), governance connotes “the 

exercise of power and authority in both political and economic spheres”. 

Thus, as Ejituwu (1997), argued, “governance implies the exercise of 

power by a person or group of persons for the benefit of the populace” 

because, as he equally later claimed, it is through governance, that “the 

government in power dictates the form of relationship it establishes 

between it and the people as well as the goal of the state in economic, 

political and social terms”. Implicit in the foregoing conceptual analysis of 

governance is the fact that, the latter connotes the use of political authority 

and exercise of control over a society and the management of resources. 

Hence, according to Obadan (1998:24), governance - (in this sense) – 

includes: Institutional and structural arrangements, decision-making 

processes, policy formulation, and implementation, capacity development 

of personnel, information flows, and the nature and style of leadership 

within a political system. 

 

In his contribution to the conceptual discourse on governance, Idowu 

(1998:74) had this to say: Governance refers to the functions undertaken 

by a government maintaining a unified state, defending its territorial 

integrity and running its economy... It (equally) means the effective and 

efficient functioning of government towards securing the well-being of its 

citizens. Jega (1999:101) analysed the concept of governance in relations to 

the “person entrusted with political power and authority”. In this regard, 

governance according to him, involves the following: For governance as 

the “duty of government to see to the orderly and stable management of 

the economy” (Ukpong, 1999), to have the foregoing attributes and, be 
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effective, efficient and beneficial for democratic political arrangement, it 

has to be good. Pointedly, governance as a process encapsulates layers of 

relationships and political nuances between policy makers and the 

citizens. The opposite of this, is bad governance. 

 

Bad Governance and Good Governance 

The possibility of bad governance could be said to be what the World 

Bank had in mind in 1989, when it began to dichotomize between good 

and bad governance by “advocating a political reform approach to 

government as a way of ensuring positive economic growth” (World 

Bank, 1989, Idowu, 1998).In fact, the World Bank (1992) identified the 

features of bad governance as follows: This explains Obadan’s (1998:25) 

characterization of bad governance as a system dominated by “ugly 

problems like pervasive corruption, lack of public accountability and 

“capture” of public services by the elites among others”. 

 

It is decipherable from the chronology of the discussion in this paper so 

far on the concept of governance, that, the issue of the latter (i.e. 

governance), its goodness and utility to mankind cannot be taken for 

granted without severe consequences. This is particularly so, in that, the 

way a people are governed is of paramount importance in determining 

the quality of life of the people”. It is equally more so, if as Esman (1997:1), 

opined, “Governance is a process that requires a viable authority” through 

which “the leaders are expected to exercise the power that resides with 

them in the interest of the state”. The need for good governance is not 

farfetched looking at the fact that: If governance is arbitrary, oppressive 

and capricious, the collective psyche of a people can be damaged and 

individuals within the community can suffer various forms of 

disorientation. If, on the other hand, governance is open, democratic and 

humanistic, a people can experience a sense of rejuvenation and fulfilment 

which can lead to highly positive achievements. 
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Before governance can be considered good, government has got to be 

effective. It must first command the respect and allegiance of the people 

over whom it exercises governance and, must satisfy certain basic 

collective needs. He went further to identify some minimal elements 

and/or essentials of effective (good) governance as inclusive of: “provision 

of security for the people”, “defence of the territorial borders of the state”, 

-responsibility and responsiveness in leadership and in public service;-

accountability in the mobilization as well as in the utilization of 

resources;-discipline, effectiveness and efficiency in handling public (as 

well as personal) affairs;-selflessness and impartial service to the people; 

and popular participation and empowerment of the people in the conduct 

and management of their common affairs. Failure to make a clear 

separation between what is public and what is private, hence a tendency 

to divert public resources for private gain;-Failure to establish a 

predictable framework for law and government behaviour in a manner 

that is conducive to development, or arbitrariness in the application of 

rules and laws, etc., priorities that are inconsistent with development, 

thus, resulting in a mis-allocation of resources. 

 

This explains Obadan’s (1998:39) position that, “it is the responsibility of 

citizens to demand good governance” because “it (i.e., good governance) 

may not be forthcoming from the political leaders without prodding”. 

Commenting on good governance, Esman (1997:1) asserted that “effective 

(good) governance requires that public authority be able to raise the 

revenues necessary to pay for services that must be provided”. The 

essence of this argument is that, “effective governance must be able to 

make possible the performance by the state of certain basic services” –
transportation, communication, education and health services –“relatively 

cheap and reliable” (Erero, 1996, Esman,1997:1).This is more so, since 

effective governance means the capacity of the state, through its power of 

determinism or, authoritative allocation of scarce critical societal resources 
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–to deliver the basic necessities of life to the governed and, equally 

“facilitate the process of economic development”. 

These lines of argument tally with those of Obadan (1998:25) and Amoako 

(1997:10), who have posited that, good governance implies efficient and 

effective public administration, good policies and sound management of 

natural resources. It calls for the ability of a state to anticipate challenges 

to its well-being, provide core services with people and then argument 

these services, act as a catalyst of charge, and guide the various forces in a 

society toward harmony (and national development) devoid of ideological 

imperialism and multi-dimensional genocidal tendencies). 

 

Pursuing the same line of argument, Obadan, further claimed that: Good 

governance implies ruling on the basis of equity and social justice, and an 

end to corruption, nepotism and political manipulation of public 

Institutions. Only when citizens have the belief that their government 

operates on their behalf, in an open and accountable manner, will 

government be able to obtain their willing co-operation in, for example, 

mobilizing resources for development. The concept of good governance is 

regarded as a system of rulership that is devoid of political expediency 

and antidemocratic political ends. It is deducible from their works of 

scholars that, good governance stands for dignified existence of all 

political animals in democratic political settings within the global political 

community.  

 

According to Obadan (1998:24) “good governance consists of five 

fundamental elements”. He listed them thus: The foregoing put together, 

undeniably points to the fact that, there is a relational umbilical cord 

between governance and democracy. In other words, it points to the fact 

that, there exists a significant degree of relationship between the two, 

“development”. According to this scholar, “governance requires the 

ability to ensure the wherewithal of -Establishing a foundation of law;-

Maintaining a non-distortionary policy environment, including macro-
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economic stability;-Investing in basic social services, infrastructure,-

Protecting the vulnerable group in the society; Protecting the 

environment, Accountability of government officials (political Leaders 

and bureaucrats) for public funds and resources; Transparency in 

government procedures, processes, investment decisions, contracts and 

appointments. Transparency is a means of preventing corruption and 

enhancing economic efficiency;-Predictability in government behaviour. 

 

This is particularly critical to the carrying out of economic transactions 

between individuals and in taking investment decisions: governments and 

public institutions should not be capricious in their behaviour and actions; 

Openness in government transactions and a reliable flow of the 

information necessary for economic activity and development to take 

place. Without information, rules will not be known, accountability is low, 

and risks and uncertainties are many. With these the cost of committing 

capital is also huge. An open system should, thus, be encouraged to 

release information to stakeholders and promote dialogue among the 

people as well as ensure their active participation in the socio-economic 

development of the country. Observance of the rule of law must be 

adhered to by government and its citizens; this means that governments 

and institutions should be subject to rules and regulations which are 

understood by everyone in the society. 

 

Nigeria and Democratic Governance  

Nigeria hardly go through a period  of governance without a series of 

drama that address the subtleties of democracy, as a consciousness that 

brings a strange, differently constituted individuality and collectively to 

objective cognition through the reproduction of same or similar drama 

they had witnessed before. In this human society that politics does not 

exclude lies, propaganda, inordinate ambition for power and position, and 

violence, there is a demonstration of the possibilities and limits of the 

universally valid cognition for the sense of humanity. These dramas are 
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always provocative and serious, as comedy or tragedy capable of eliciting 

some objective and subjective comments to immediately cast light on the 

other developments of an era, and on the historical actions of 

contemporaries.  

The discourse of democratic governance may not in reality be on 

democratic governance as it were, but on the process of construing it from 

what is already governed   by an expectation of meaning that follows from 

the context of certain prejudices. Consequently, here and there across the 

public space there is an anticipation of the meaning of democratic 

governance (dividends) in  which what has gone before is envisaged and 

becomes explicit understanding of democratic process; in the new, that is 

determined by the past ,themselves must determine what democratic 

governance is. 

Nigeria’s drama of democratic governance sensitises on the need for 

democracy or the defects in the on-going practices that join meaning with 

expectations, dominated by scenes which link power with position, 

money with power, as independent but interrelated variables existing in a 

negative dialectics. The variables act as checks or neutralising factors to 

each other, but they can promote each other. For instance, 

AlhajiTambuwal, then of the People Democratic Party (PDP), representing 

Sokoto in the House of Representatives, wanted to be voted in as Speaker. 

The Action Congress of Nigeria to which he defected to soon after the 

victory welcomed the decision of the House. In 2015, there was the similar 

scenario in the Senate. BukolaSaraki disagreed with the zoning formula of 

his party, APC,teamed up with PDP and worn the Presidency of the 

Senate. His party, APC kicked against the act, as the party insists on party 

supremacy. It is drama of contradictions, selfish interest and moral legal 

dynamics. 

The tension about the workings of Nigeria style of democracy is largely 

the outcome of unclear definition of democracy. The tension manifests at 
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two levels, the struggle to define the vision of democracy and its 

imprecise, vague, situational contingent construction of the “people” .In 

one regard, the democratic process must be understood as that of 

symbolization, as a qualitative improvement. (Lawuyi, 2016: 111)And 

from another point of view, the process signifies the domination of the 

situational or scenic character of the object representation and self-

representations.  

The state of democratic governance in contemporary Nigeria is in dire 

need of interrogation. By its rapacious craving for space, and control of a 

people’s material and mind, colonialism bequeathed on Nigeria a country 

with potential for conflict and instability. Built upon a wicked 

balkanization and disregard for established traditional social 

organisational structures, Nigeria became a colonial amalgam of 

portentous ethno linguistic diversity and political restructuring that ab 

initio seemed destined for unending political merry go round. Since that 

independence in 1960, Nigeria’s democratic journey has not been 

successful in taking its diverse people to the destination of progress and 

national development. 

   Besides, in the last 19 years of renascent democracy, the quality of 

political leadership has left nothing to be desired. Power, money, and 

violence have become instruments of statecraft in the hands of the political 

elite, all to the forfeiture of character because the system has not built 

institution of character. The low premium in moral excellence and probity 

is reflected in the widespread corruption that has dogged successive 

administrations. From the ignoble activities of colluding civil servants to 

the unscrupulous money chasing by politicians and the aiding and 

abetting and perversion in the judiciary, where justice is dispensed as a 

commodity sold the highest bidder, corruption level has been nothing but 

abysmal. The consequence of all these is a heightened culture of impunity 

that encourages incessant high level official rascality ad dubious 
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unconstitutional devices deployed in the steering of the state. In the 

continuing sequence of this entropic trend, the political office has become 

a special purpose vehicle for some aggregation of political aspirants. As 

politicians and public office holders turn government into a cash cow for 

personal aggrandisement, a culture of neglect of public office gradually 

creeps in, and there is utter neglect for the basic amenities and 

infrastructure that promote good life. (Falaiye and Okeregbe, 2016:158) 

There is plainly a narrow understanding of democracy, primarily, 

democracy is a system of government meant to cater for the greater good 

of the greatest number, but in Nigeria, only the elite and their hangers on 

have something to show for a democracy that the activists and the masses 

made so much sacrifice to actualise. How are we getting it wrong? Nigeria 

is convulsed by internal violence and can no longer deliver political goods 

to its citizens. In the eyes of and in the hearts of a growing plurality of 

citizens, government has lost the legitimacy to govern.In the last 19 years, 

administrative ineptitude, terrible social services and corruption have 

delivered poverty, unemployment and insecurity on a scale never seen in 

this country before. Unemployment and underemployment is on a higher 

scale, education and health services are awful. Hope has given way to 

despair at the mess of Nigeria has become. 

In the hierarchy of political needs, none is critical as the supply of security, 

especially human security. But our own form of democracy has absorbed 

more Nigeria blood and resources than any other period since the Civil 

war. The past decade has witnessed the rise of Boko haram Islamic 

Insurgency being closely followed by the Fulani herdsmen carnage .Their 

horrific campaign in Benue, Taraba, Nasarawa and Southern Kaduna has 

tipped the country as dangerously to the edge of religious and ethnic 

conflagration. Add this to kidnapping, armed robbery ad all manner of 

violent crimes that rank Nigeria as one of the world’s most dangerous 

country.   
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To preserve Nigeria’s corporate existence ad make democratic governance 

and democracy more meaningful, what is the way forward? What role can 

philosophy play in all of these? In this context of democratic governance 

in Nigeria, philosophy ad philosophers are concerned with how the 

dividend of democracy in Nigeria can trickle down to the least in the 

society, how the society is structured, and perusing issues of justice in the 

economic and social relations. This is purpose of our next sub topic.          

 

The Place of Philosophy in Democratic Governance 

Philosophy is as old as when humanity has been allowed to use the 

faculty of reason. This antiquarian age of philosophy being at one with 

human consciousness of reflectivity is or out clearly by the fact that 

philosophy dovetails with development or evolution of civilisation, as 

each civilization need philosophy to give it meaning and expression of 

philosophy  needs civilisation to give its raw material for blossoming 

(Bewaji, , 2016:252) All evidence suggest that wherever there is a 

consciousness of being (existence), there develops a need for explanation 

of  not only the being ,the context of being ,the resources that makes being 

possible, but also, in a compulsive way, the consciousness of 

consciousness itself. It is in this context we are considering the place of 

philosophy in democratic governance.     

From the discussion of the concepts of  philosophy and democratic 

governance within the context of this paper so far, we found it innocuous 

to contend that, the relationship between the two vis-à-vis the governance 

of men and the relational thread between the “ruler” and the “ruled” 

within most political systems particularly, the democratic politics of the 

world, is self-evident. Without gainsaying, it is deducible from this 

analysis that both concepts constitute the traditional and contemporary 

flashpoints, which cannot but provoke the mind-set of the elites and the 

laymen in equal measure. The concepts are both fundamental and 

inalienable vis-à-vis the socio-political and economic systemic existence of 

all human beings within the various if not all polities of the world today. 
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hence, as Obadan (1998:39) argued, “when democracies are working well, 

they tend to create strong incentives for accountability, good governance 

and development. 

Concretely put, however, we would like to contend that, the relationship 

between philosophy and democratic governance vis-à-vis the fortunes and 

misfortunes of the larger citizenry could actually, in the real sense of it, be 

better appreciated, determined and analysed within the context of the 

evolution of most if not all polities of the world and particularly Nigeria 

over time. This is particularly so if as Hyden (1995:58) once opined, “no 

society escapes its past” and, if “there is a definite past dependency” that 

“bears on the present”. It is equally more so if “building democracy is not 

an exercise that starts from a clean state” (but), on the “ruins of the past 

order”.  

Philosophy is concerned with human development. The development of 

the human person is promoted when the mind is trained “to see things 

critically and to seek the meaning and intelligibility of  things” 

(Omoregbe, 1990:197) Personalism championed by Socrates (famous 

Greek philosopher) and amplified by Emmanuel Moumier(French 

philosopher).among others emphasises the primary importance of the 

human person in the scheme of things .On this view, one has to 

understand man in other to understand the whole of reality. Personalism 

upholds human dignity, inalienable liberty, and moral responsibility. 

“Personalismprotests against the tendencies in modern societies to 

depreciate the absolute value of the human person”(Omoregbe, 1990:196) 

Philosophy deals with the appraisal or evaluation of beliefs based on 

critical and impartial reason .This also applies to political philosophy of 

which democratic governance is inclusive. The aim of this philosophical 

activity is to determine which beliefs, ideas, and policies are consistent, 

coherent or contradictory. Philosophers can analyse political concepts and 

critically evaluate them, identify and reveal inconsistencies, incoherence 

or contradictions involved in such political beliefs, philosophy can thus 
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promote democratic governance through political awareness, among 

other things.    

The political history of most African states (particularly Nigeria) with 

respect to the issues of democracy and governance becomes relevant in 

this regard. For example, as Esman (1997:2) once argued: most African 

states took over from centralized and unrepresentative colonial ethnic and 

religious separatism –tribalism –and become victims to centrifugal 

aspirations of ambitious politicians speaking in the name of ethnic, 

religious and regional minorities. Government (in Africa, Nigeria 

inclusive) at this time was not based on the consent of the governed and, 

the latter had no voice in choosing their leaders who were not really 

accountable to them. 

 

 This explains why Hyden (1999) once claimed that “the state in Africa 

failed to live up to the expectation people had in them in the first two 

decades of independence”. In fact, as Nzongola-Ntalaja (2001) noted, this 

was the case, because the leaders at that period of time were “more 

interested in advancing their own narrow class interest whose realization 

require authoritarian methods of rule and neglect of the general welfare”. 

This trend, the reason for  which, in part, catalysed the quest and struggle 

for alternative paradigm (democracy) vis-à-vis the governance of the 

Nigerian people and, which has attracted the intellectual attention of 

scholars of repute. Specifically, commenting on the disillusionment about 

the inherited legacy of state –based, monocratic or centralized political 

order adopted in Africa at the inception of independent democratic 

governance, Olowu (1995), claimed that: the monocratic political order 

(which derives from the Hobbesian notion/conception of the state) not 

only failed as a system but led to serious and in some cases disastrous 

consequences for the economy and people of Nigeria. These consequences 

include (d): wars, political violence, economic decline, systemic 

governmental corruption and, social and infrastructural decay. This 

failure was due to the “premature centralization” and, the “development 



South-South Journal of Humanities and international Studies                     

 

The Place of Philosophy in the Growth of Democratic Governance in Nigeria   48 

of democratic process by fits and starts” (Akinkugbe 2001) due to over 

assumption of its political utility and relevance to the needs of the people. 

 

This, consequently, led to the agitation for democratic political change and 

good governance in most African states, Nigeria inclusive (Nzongola-

Ntalaja, 2001). The spontaneous angry reaction, civil disobedience, 

demonstrations by Nigerians following the annulment in 1993 of the June 

12, 1993 presidential election is a case in point. The insistence then by 

Nigerians on their political preferences (accountable democratic 

governance) couldn’t but have been progenized by the attractiveness of 

the undercurrents of democracy as a form of political organisation that 

had long remained a mechanism for cohesion, peace and security within 

and across nations and, their determination to achieve the disannulment 

of the election. This could be argued to have been largely so because, the 

annulment, borrowing the language of Schmiter (1994:57), revealed the 

“unprecedented challenges”, “serious dangers and dilemma” of modern 

democracy in the 1990s and beyond. The annulment perfectly fits within 

the parameters of “authoritarian tutelage” and its assumed efficacy by 

entrenched Autocrats, Monarchs, Dictators  It was actually a negation in 

Nigeria, at that time, of what Gyimah –Boadi (1994:75) called “the 

apparent rebirth of political freedom” because, it dashed the democratic 

hopes of the Nigerians and general supporters of democracy all over the 

world. When people are enlightened politically, politicians will find it 

difficult to deceive them. This is the task of philosophy which entails 

enlightening the people about various ideologies, beliefs and thoughts. 

Philosophy is the fountain of all reflections and as a result it engages in a 

reflective investigation or examination of the foundations of practical 

problems.  

 

Conclusion 

It is a common knowledge that Nigeria has had a chequered history of 

democratic governance since her independence in 1960.She has made ill-
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fated attempts at instituting a durable and progressive democratic polity 

due to military interventions. This paper has therefore critically appraised 

Nigeria claim to democratic governance and ascertain how tenable it is, 

and the role philosophy can play in entrenching democratic governance. 

The task of philosophy is to ask epistemic and existential questions in 

order to arrive at answers that can positively influence the people’s choice 

for the realisation of their well-being. Democratic governance is an 

essential building foundation for any meaningful development and every 

nation is guided by certain values such as egalitarianism, fairness, justice, 

mutuality and tolerance which are shared by the people and the 

government, national commitment to such values greatly influence the 

content and quality of democratic governance.  

 The knowledge of philosophy help in questioning the implementation of 

policies whether they are fair, just, inclusive and take into cognizance the 

needs of the most vulnerable people in society. Philosophy examines if the 

process of decision making and implementation follow the rule of law or 

it is arbitrary. Through the use of reason and rationality, philosophy 

makes sure these policies are effective and efficient for the improvement 

of democratic governance. Democratic governance is about allowing the 

people the unfettered right to periodically choose their leaders through 

genuine representative electoral processes. It is pertinent to know the 

relevance of philosophy to the democratic culture that is being advocated 

with regards to the present condition of Nigeria politics .KwasiWiredu 

asserted that Africa philosophers have a role to play in transforming our 

society, according to him “the function of philosophy everywhere is to 

examine the intellectual foundation of our life using the best available 

mode of knowledge and reflection for human being” philosophy becomes 

a guide  and point of reference when decisions that involves human well-

being or the supreme good are to be  taken. 

We need to embark on massive public enlightenment programmes that 

would encourage the people to take their citizenship responsibilities more 

seriously. Not only should they participate more actively in the political 
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process, they must invest their time and energy in the choice of the right 

men and women that would make policies and occupy political positions. 

The nature of Nigerian politics at the moment gives cause for grave 

concern .Political contestations seem to be regarded as the equivalent of 

warfare- the winner takes all and the looser loses everything. Nothing is 

better than winning and nothing can be worse than losing. In this context, 

violence takes centre stage at election time. Politicians all over the country 

are willing and prepared to acquire power and retain it at all cost. What 

results from this mind-set is a spiral of violence and a high level of 

insecurity in the society. 

A major problem confronting our society today is the character of our 

political parties .There is a total breakdown of discipline and lack of focus 

in many of the parties .Indeed, we can say that many of the political 

parties lack the essential attributes of political parties, They neither 

articulate the interest of the populace nor even possess the wherewithal to 

curb the excesses of their members. 

Indiscipline within the nation’s political parties has turned them into war 

machines defending the “fortresses” of warlords masquerading as 

political leaders. Parties’ leaders attack one another on all fronts over all 

manners of issues. Members insult the leadership of their parties without 

restrain and they viciously attack their parties on issues they themselves 

should resolve. Party gatekeepers /godfathers determine which candidates 

would run for an elected office after fleecing potential contestants of huge 

sums of money. 

This practice inevitably breeds a new crop of looting and thieving 

politicians who need to recoup their “investments” at all costs. These 

parties have a fixation for capturing power while totally neglecting the 

non-power aspects of political contestations. Under the scenario enacted 

above, meaning political competition cannot take place. There is an urgent 

need for the nation‘s politicians to develop a code of conduct that would 

guide their representatives in government. Informed opinion in the 

country insists that the government of the day has not spent enough time 
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to reform the nation’s politics .Tragically; the political process is the hub 

that drives the economy. 

Our politics, as mentioned earlier, remains uniquely Hobbesian .There is 

the need for a return of law and ethics into our politics to signpost total 

departure from the garrison politics that is threatening so visibly to test 

our polity apart. Our politicians must be able to organise truly competitive 

elections whose outcomes are uncertain ex ante. Uncertainty of outcomes 

remains the predictable characteristic of truly democratic elections. 

Politicians must come to terms with the possibility of today’s winners 

becoming tomorrow’s losers. There is an urgent need for our politicians to 

imbibe democratic attitudes. It is difficult to build democracy without 

democrats. The political elite must understand the language of 

compromise, negotiation and dialogue.  

More can be achieved through dialogue than through conflicts. They must 

learn to persuade and not coerce. Chinua Achebe once asserted that “the 

trouble with Nigeria is simply and squarely on leadership” (Achebe, 

1983).There is no better proof of this statement than the evidence of bad 

leadership and “politics of the belly” that abound at all levels of 

government in Nigeria. The high level of corruption and evidence of bad 

governance that we see before us are there to show that Nigeria lacks 

good quality leadership. To move forward as a nation, we need a new 

breed of leaders that are sensitive, patriotic, accountable and imbued with 

demonstrable vision. 

We must admit that, a way out of our socio-economic and political crisis is 

the adoption of what TundeBabawale(2006:5) describes as “a social 

economy paradigm of development which assumes the launching of a 

development process that is socially just, economically productive, 

ecologically sustainable, politically stable  and participatory, and 

culturally vibrant” 

 

 

 



South-South Journal of Humanities and international Studies                     

 

The Place of Philosophy in the Growth of Democratic Governance in Nigeria   52 

Work Cited: 

Akindele S.T. (1987) "Synthesizing Bureaucracy and Democracy: "A 

Revisit" Quarterly Journal of Administration Vol. xx 1 Nos 1 & 2 

October 86/January 87 pp. 31-56. 

Akindele S.T. (1992) "The Transition to Civil rule Programme and the Role 

of Local Government in enhancing Grassroots Representative 

Democracy"  inTyodeen S.G. (1992) Proceedings of the 19th Annual 

Conference of the Nigerian political Science Association Lagos. NSPA  

pp. 88-96. 

Akindele S.T. (1994) "Democracy and Imaginary Thinking in Nigeria": "A 

Critical X-Ray of Issues and Facts" in Omoruyi O. et al ed.) 1994. 

Democratisation in Africa: Nigerian Perspective (Vol.one) Abuja Centre 

for Democratic studies Pp. 69-78. 

Akindele S.T. (1995a) "Intergovernmental Relations in Nigeria: A 

Theoretical Appraisal of the Involvement of Local Governments" in 

Awotokun, A. M. (ed.) 1995) New Trends in Nigerian Local 

Government. Ife: OAU Press & Dept. of Local Government Studies, 

O.A.U. pp. 137-145. 

Akindele S.T. (1995b) "Local Government, Democracy and Socio-

Economic Structures in Nigeria: The Place of Labour in Question" 

in Adeyeye, M. (ed.) 1995) Local Government and Democracy: The 

Nigeria Experience: Ife; OAU Press Ltd.pp.105-123 

Ayn Rand,(1984) Philosophy: Who needs it? (USA: Penguin Books,) P.5 

Babawale,Tunde(2006), Nigerian in the Crises of Governance, and  

Development: A Retrospective and Prospective Analysis of Issues and 

Events (Lagos: Concept Publications) Vol.1,p.5 

C.S Momoh,(1991) Philosophy of New Past and An Old Future, (Auchi: 

African Philosophy Projects Publications, ) P.1 

Chabal, P. (1992) Power in Africa, New York: St Martin’s Press. 

Charlick, R (2000) “Population participation and Local Government 

Reform” Africa Notes April pp. 1-5. 



South-South Journal of Humanities and international Studies                     

 

The Place of Philosophy in the Growth of Democratic Governance in Nigeria   53 

Clark, T.N. (1999) “University of Chicago Sociologist defines new political 

culture” The University of Chicago News, Illinois: University News 

Office .Codesria Bulletin. Vol. 2, pp. 5-6.89. 

Cohen C.(1971) Democracy Athens, University of Georgia Press. 

Cook T.E. and Margan P.M. (1974): Participatory Democracy. San Francisco, 

Confield Press. 

Corkery, J, and Bossuyt, J (eds) (1990): Governance and Institutional 

Development in Sub-Saharan Africa, Europeans Centre for 

Development Policy Management, Seminar Report 28-30, March. 

Cotgrove S. (1978): The Science of Society, George Allen and Unwin, 4th 

Edition, pp. 21 -23. 

Dauda, A.O. Olowu, D. Ojo, S. (1989) (ed.) Managing Performance in 

Nigeria’s Public Sector, Ile-Ife: Faculty of Administration, O.A.U. Ife. 

Dia, M. (1993): “A Governance Approach to Civil Service Reform in Sub-

Saharan Africa”. The World Bank, Washington D.C. 

Falaiye. M and Okeregbe, A. (2016) “Social Contract Theories and 

Governance In Contemporary Nigeria ” In Ethics, Governance and 

Social order In Africa. Essays In Honour of Godwin .S. Sogolo ,Oyeshile 

and Offor (ed.)(Ibadan: Zenith Books House Ltd.)  

Ikpeze, N.I (1999): “Forms of Government and Economic Policy in 

Nigeria” in Governance and the Nigerian Economy: Proceedings of 

the One Day Seminar Held on January 19, 1994 first published in 

1999 by The Nigerian Economic Society (NES) pp.7187 

Imam, A. (1991): “Democratisation Process in Africa: Problems and 

Prospects”  

Iseike-Jonah, M.I. (1995) “Institutionalizing strategies for conflict 

prevention” Africa Notes New York: Institute for Africa 

Development, Cornell University, December pp. 6-7   

Jega, A. (1999): Governance and the Nigerian Economy” in Governance and 

the Nigeria Economy: Proceedings of the One-Day Seminar Held on 

January 19, 1994 first published in 1999 by The Nigerian Economic 

Society (NES) pp. 101-104. 



South-South Journal of Humanities and international Studies                     

 

The Place of Philosophy in the Growth of Democratic Governance in Nigeria   54 

Jega, A. (2000) “Keynote Address delivered at the 22nd Annual Conference 

of NPSA, Zaria, January, 6  

Johnson, R. A. and Walzer, N. (1996) “Privatisation of municipal services 

in Illinois” Rural Research Africa: Ibadan: Credu, pp. 83-100. 

Joseph, A.R. (1987): Democracy and Prebendal Politics in Nigeria: The Rise and 

Fall of the Second Republic, Ibadan: Spectrum Books Limited. 

Joseph, R. (1987) Democracy and Prebendal Politics in Nigeria, New York: 

Cambridge University Press. 

Kaufman, D., Krawy, A. and Zoido-Lobaton, P. (1999): “Aggregating 

Governance Indicators”, The World Bank, May.98 

Kaunda, K.D (2002) “Democratization, Development, and the challenges 

for Africa” Africa Notes: New York: published by Institute of 

African Development, Cornell University July/August) pp. 1-5 

Kayode: M.O. (1985) “Introduction”: In Economic and Social Development 

in Nigeria; Proceedings of National Conference on Nigeria since 

independence, Zaria, March, 1983 Pp. 3-6. 

Khan, R.A. et al (1972) IntroductiontoPoliticalScience, Ontario:Irvin Dorsey. 

Kothari, R. (1989) “Ethnicity” in Kumar David and 

SantasilamKadirgamar, (eds.) (1989) Ethnicity, Identity, Conflict and 

Crisis, Kowloon, Hong Kong: Arena Press 

Kranz, H. (1979) The Participatory Democracy (Lexington; Lexington Books. 

Krinsky, B (1968) Democracy and Complexity: Who Governs the 

Governors? (California): Glencoe Press, Pp. 115-116 

KwasiWiredu,(1980) Philosophy and An African Culture, (Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, ) P. 143 

Landel-Mills, P. and Seragelding, I., (1991): “Governance and the 

Development Process”, Finance and Development (September). 

 

Landel-Mills, P. and Seragelding, I., (1992): “Governance and External 

Factors” in Proceedings of the World Bank Annual Conference,  

Lasswell, (1958) Politics: Who Gets What, When, How? Cleveland: Meridian 

Publishers. 



South-South Journal of Humanities and international Studies                     

 

The Place of Philosophy in the Growth of Democratic Governance in Nigeria   55 

Lawuyi,O. B(2016) “Democracy and Nigeria culture” In Ethics, Governance 

and Social order In Africa:. Essays In Honour of Godwin .S.Sogolo 

,Oyeshile and Offor (ed.)(Ibadan: Zenith Books House Ltd.) limited 

Obadan, M.I (1998): The State, Leadership, Governance and Economic 

Development” (Monograph) Presidential Address Delivered at the 

Annual Conference of the Nigerian Economic Society, Kano, July 

22-24. 

Obadina, T. (1998) “Globalisation, human rights and development”, Africa 

today (October) Pp. 32-33 

See C.S Momoh:(1989) “Problems on African Philosophy” in the Substance 

of African Philosophy, C.S Momoh (ed.) (Auchi: African Philosophy 

Projects Publications,)  

The Nigerian Political Science Association (NPSA) Newsletter, Volume 1 

No 1 (July) pp. 3-10. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


