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Abstract
The Niger Delta is  a geographical region situated in the South-
south geo-political region of the present day Nigerian. It has been
associated  with  very  significant  happenings  that  have  attracted
both local and international attention since the pre-colonial times.
And since the 1990s,it has indeed become a theatre of remarkable
events  of  exacerbating  struggle  and  agitations  characterized  by
different  natures  against  the  activities  of  multi-national  oil
corporations and the Nigerian state.  In fact, the role this region
plays in the economy and socio-political life of  Nigeria and the
world economy since the late 1950s to date has been so significant
that activities in the region have attracted the attention of many
and is  reported in the national dailies,  social   and international
communication media on daily basis. Since the1990s, events such
as  the  killing of  Ken-Saro Wiwa,  an environmental  and human
rights  activist  and  the  consequent  introduction  of  militancy
through the  use  of  arms,  hostage  taking,  and destruction  of  the
installations  of  the  multi-national  corporations  in  the  agitation
against  the  negative  impact  coursed  by  the  activities  of  the
corporations  on  the  environment,  the  people  and  the  flora  and
fauna that served as a source of living for the people and demands
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for various rights and privileges from the oil conglomerates and the
Nigerian state by militant groups of the region has has also elicited
various forms of reaction by both the multilateral corporations, the
Federal Government of Nigeria and the international community
thereby making the region a theatre of significant events worthy of
note . On this note, this work seeks to discussthe reactions by the
non-governmental  organizations’  reactions  to  the  Niger  Delta
Struggle  under  the  following  sub-headings;  Geography  of  the
Niger Delta,the activities Multination-National Oil Corporations
(MNOCs),  the  nature  of  agitation,  reaction  by  the  Nigerian
State/MNOCs  and  Non-Governmental  Organizations    and
Conclusion  that  will  be  drawn  from  the  discussions.  The
methodology  adopted  is  the  historical  method,  especially  use  of
secondary sources. 

Introduction
Owing  to  the  position  the  Niger  Delta  occupies,  it  has  featured  very
significantly in the shaping of global history across the various historical
epochs  since  the  late  medieval  times.  This  people  of  this  region  have
participated in  the  significant  world  events  of  exploration (1788-1850s),
wave  of  Christian  missionary  activities  from 1484,  Trans-Atlantic  Slave
Trade (1480-1807), the Legitimate commerce (1830-about 1860) colonial era
and the post-colonial  international  economic  developments.  The region
which  is  characterized  by  a  greater  proportion  of  wetland  due  to  the
existence  of  preponderance  of  rivers,  creeks,  swamps,  streams,  lakes
having various kinds of fauna and flora in them also hosts a vast reservoir
of  hydro-carbon.  And,  since  1956,  when  crude  oil  was  struck  in
commercial quantity at Oloibiri in present Bayelsa State,  the region has
become  a  hub  of  the  activities  of  Trans-National  Oil  Corporations
(TNOCs)  and  source  of  wealth  for  the  Nigerian  State,  making  it
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comparable to Alsace Lorraine in France, state of Texas in the U.S.A and
Manchuria in Asia in a way. 
The activities  of  oil  conglomerates  in the region overtime have notably
impacted some negative consequences on the environment and lives of the
organisms in the region. Besides, the health hazards such as gas flaring,
effluence  caused  by  pipeline  leakages  in  the  aquatic  bodies,  owing  to
refining activities and explosives used for exploration according to them
have caused them untold hardship. Also, they le have claimed that they
have  suffered  socio-political  and  economic  marginalization,  none
provision  of  social  amenities  and  infrastructure,  subjection  to  various
forms of harassment by the joint forces of government and TNC. Hence,
their condition is a reflection of a people of luxury in squalor and abject
neglect.
    In view of these plaguing factors around them, the people of the region
have agitated adopting various forms ranging from pacific to violence, to
establish their  grievances  against  the IOCs and Federal  Government  of
Nigeria,  amidst  calls  for  a  remediation  and  restoration  of  their
environment which is the primary source of their livelihood and to ensure
their  survival  and  perpetuation  of  their  existence  that  is  overtly
threatened.
    Historically  speaking,  the  first  incidence  of  agitations  against
marginalization  and  threat  to  livelihood  by  the  people  of  Niger  Delta
against foreigners was in the late 1890s. This time, it was spearheaded by
some kings in the region some of whom were King Koko of Brass, king
Jaja of Opobo, Oba Ovonramwen of Benin, King Ibanichukwu of Okrika
that resisted the forces of imperialism.     At this time, the agitations were
known as resistance. This development is captured by (Tamuno: 2011) as
follows;

….Of course the owners of the economic assets which interested the
flag  planting  interventionists  did  not  take  their  intrusion  without
active resistance. From one community to another along the coast line
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of  these  Two Bights,  fierce  resistance  arose  to  the  claim of  the  flag
planting  intruders  in  the  internal  affairs  of  local  people  and  their
traditional potentates, 

       While this is so, it must also be noted that, the above is only quoted
here to make the point that the Niger delta people have always fought for
their rights and what has come to be seen from the 1990s is not entirely
new, though the case in the 19thc was for different reason other than crude
oil and its products which is the bone of contention today. 

Geography of the Niger Delta
    The definition of the Niger Delta has come to have different dimensions
over  the  years.  Though,  it  is  a  geographical  location  with  distinct
geographical expressions, yet, in recent times its definition has assumed
political connotations. Hence, varying definitions synonymous with crude
oil deposition or petroleum activities have been used to define it, making
it look like it’s not a natural environment but dependent on the whims and
caprices  of  political  authorities.  In  any  case,  some  of  the  definitions
considered here is follows; 
     According to Michael Hogan, “The Niger Delta is a delta of the Niger
River in Nigeria. It was sometimes called the Bight of Bonny and later the
Oil Rivers, because the area was the British Oil Rivers Protectorate from
1885-1893.  The  Niger  Delta,  as  now  defined  officially  by  the  Nigerian
government, extends over about 70,000km and makes up 7.5% of Nigeria’s
land mass which includes Bayelsa, Delta, Rivers. Akwa Ibom, Edo, Ondo,
Cross  Rivers  state.  But  cartographically  speaking,  the  region  consists
mainly Bayelsa, Rivers and Delta States 

The term Niger Delta is now used to describe the topography from the
river basin in western Nigeria to the river crosses in the eastern part of the
country covering about 270 miles from the west to the east of the Nigerian
coastline that deeps into the Atlantic Ocean and from the great river Niger
(Ogbogbo, 2004). 
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     In other words, the Niger-Delta has been described as comprising the
coastal low lands and waters-marshland, creeks, tributaries and lagoons-
of the southernmost ends of Nigeria that drain the Niger River into the
Atlantic at the Bight of Biafra [Ibeanu, 2000]. At its core are the littoral
states of Bayelsa, Rivers, Delta, AkwaIbom and Cross Rivers States of the
south-south  geopolitical  zone  of  the  country,  and the  riverine  parts  of
Ondo state. It is home to over forty minority ethnic groups, including the
Ijaws, Urhobo, Itshekiri, Efik, Ibibio, Ogoni, Ilaje, Kalabari, Ikwere, Isokos,
Ndokwas (Osaghae, et, al, 2014)
     In 2000 however, Obasanjo’s regime included Abia, Akwa-Ibom, Cross
River, Edo, Imo and Ondo states in the region.(CRS Report, 2008) By this
definition,  some people who now make up the place are;  Izon,  Ogoni,
Kalabari, Isoko, Urhobo, Ukwani, Itshekiri, Oron, Ibibio, Efik, Bini and so
on. The region is also described as the third largest body of wetlands in
the world (Alagoa, 2000).

Nature of Agitation
     As  stated  in  the  introduction,  The  Niger  Delta  people  have

agitated against  different  developments  in the region at  different  times
over the years.  These agitations which have taken the form of protests,
revolution, representation by delegations,  militancy, and taking of hostage
and so on, have been done for different and various reasons. The agitation
for  separate  states  through  delegation  to  the  1957  Constitutional
Conference  in  London  by  Harold  Dappa  Briye,  which  resulted  in  the
setting up of the Minority Commission. The Isaac Adaka Boro led 12 Day
Revolution  in  (1966),  the  Declaration  of  Ogoni  Bill  of  Right  (1990).and
Kaiama Declaration (1998) and resort to insurgency by militia groups are
all actions taken out of frustrations.  

Militant agitation in the in the niger delta in the post-colonial era
actually  began  in  1966,  with  the  Adaka  Boro  led  12  Day  Revolution.
However, the recent events that started from the 1990s, could be said to be
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inspired in a way by the Adaka Boro led revolution and  doctrines such as
Human Rights, equity and justice for all,  protection for minority rights,
preserve of the environment against degradation, maintenance of global
peace  and  so  on  enunciated  by  the  UN  and  other  international
organizations.  Other  factors  that  have  influenced  these  events  were
globalization trends such as Information and Communication Technology
(ICT) (Ngwainm, 2005;) which came via the use of computers, telephones,
fax  machines,  and  other  social  media  platforms  that  now  make
dissemination of information faster and far less cumbersome.

Availing on these factors,  the likes  of  Kenule Saro Wiwa,  a world
acclaimed environmentalist and prolific author and Oronto Douglas, an
environmental  lawyer  being  the  trailblazers  helped  to  direct  the  Niger
Delta  Agitation  through their  intellectual  contributions  and committed
that further beamed conditions to the world’s attention. The intellectual
dimensions of the struggle was quickly followed by a militant mode led by
vibrant  young  men  of  the  likes  of  AsariDokubo,  Henry  Okah,  Felix
Tuodolo.  T.K.Ogoriba,  General  John Togo,  General  Tompolo,  and many
others directing prominent organizations such as;  Niger Delta Resistance
Movement, CHIKOKO, the Environmental Rights Action (ERA), the Ijaw
Youth Council (IYC); the Movement for the Survival of the Ogoni People
(MOSOP),  Movement  for  Reparation  to  Ogbia  (MORETO)  and  the
Movement for the Survival of the Ijo Ethnic Nationality in the Niger Delta
(MOSIEND), Movement for the Survival of the Ogoni People (MOSOP),
Movement for the Emancipation of the Niger Delta (MEND) and others
[Onduku, 2001]. 

The change in tactics from the intellectual struggle to militancy was
specifically brought about by the killing of Saro Wiwa and other ogoni
patriots by the military junta headed by Gen. Abacha, and high handed
measures taken by the military towards peaceful agitations by the people
of the region. These in a way made them realized that the oil companies
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and the Federal Government of Nigeria were not prepared for dialogue by
pacific modes hence; the option left to them was that of militancy.

The people of the region have claimed that over the years, the  Hausa,
Yoruba  and  Igbo  dominated  Federal  Governments  and  their  the
multinational partners have subjected them to  discrimination, exclusion
from  the  central  governance  machinery,  and  maximum  exploitation  of
their  resources  without  adequate  compensation  in  infrastructural
development or monetary terms. And this was a denial and violations of
their  human rights  which  they  found difficult  for  them to  continue to
condone.

Reaction from Multi-National Corporations 
Over  the  period,  Shell  Petroleum Development  Company  (SPDC),

Cheveron Texaco,  Elf,  Agip,  Exxon Mobol,  Agip ENI,  Total and others
have operated in the Niger Delta, there have been one fracas or the other
between them over neglect of host communities in employment or non-
fulfilment of their corporate social responsibility, or neglect of MOUs by
the companies. This fact is buttressed by (Opkarajiaku, 2008) as follows;
“Since the discovery of oil in commercial quantities by Shell-BP in the
Ijaw community of Oloibiri in Ogbia Local Government of Bayelsa State
in 1956, the inhabitants of the region have persistently engaged the oil
companies  and  the  Nigerian  state  in  a  series  of  protests.  These
contestations, in part, relate to all laws regulating oil exploration and land
ownership, which as the people argue, must be abrogated because they
work against the interests of the Niger Delta.

One  bone  of  contention  between  the  companies  and  the  host
communities  is  oil  spillage  or  environmental  pollution.  The  host
communities have argued that rather than taken pro-active measures in
addressing their  complaints,  the companies have dismissed them with
levity, instead, they shift the bulk of the blame on host communities as
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acts  of  sabotage  especially,  as  pertaining  to  leakages  of  pipelines  and
consequent  spills  of  crude  on  the  environment  and  its  attendant
pollution.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Federal  government  also  plays  the
ostrich,  by  pretending  not  to  be  aware  of  the  damage  done  by  these
companies (Ikpat et  al,  2001).  Aside from these,  the responses to their
corporate social responsibility appear to be negligible in every sense. The
companies rather than face realities or facts by making their wrongs right,
claim they have paid Federal Government royalties and taxes so they have
fulfilled their bargain; this flimsy and lackadaisical attitude can be seen in
the remarks made by Chidozie Okonkwo, a Divisional Manager SPDC
quoted in (Ogbogbo, 2004) as follows “It is not really the business of a
private company to  develop (these  areas).So  when we get  involved in
infrastructural development it is a complement to government effort” 

With this frame of mind set, the oil companies feel they have paid
their dues to the government and it is the duty of government to see to
the demands of the people, hence all grievances of the inhabitants should
be channelled to the government and not them. Conversely, they also feel
they have a right to uninterrupted operations in their various domains of
operation, therefore, any confrontation by persons or group of persons
for any reason is an affront and must be resisted as much as possible. In
this light, these companies take various measures to ensure the protection
and safety  of  their  staff and installations.  These  measures  range from
drafting  in  security  agents  provided  by  the  various  governments  to
disperse,  or  even  molest  arrestand incarcerate  in  police  cells  peaceful
protesters.  This  was  the  case  between  Choba  youths  and  Wilbros  in
Choba Town Port Harcourt in the early 1990s, Umuechem incidence in
1990, the 10,000 Ogoni peoples protest against Wilbros in April 1993 and
others. Other tactics include engagement of security agents especially, the
police  or  army  as  escort  for  their  workers,  engagement  of  combined
security  formations/teams  for  the  surveillance  of  their  equipment,
installation procurement of military hardware or weapons such as guns
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to military formations located within the territories of their operations,
and the  formation,  recruitment  and maintenance  of  a  standing  police
units of their own. For instance, SPDC before now had its own police unit
called  Shell  Police  which  it  provided  with  comfortable  residential
apartments, higher monthly remuneration, better training programs and
other emoluments. 

Following the trend of the oil companies, both Federal Government
and military administrators also send forces with different code names
such  as  the  Rivers  State  Internal  Security  Force  set  up  by  Col.
DaudaKomo, Military Administrator of Rivers State from(1993-1996) and
commanded by Lt, Col.Paul Okuntimoto forcefully enforce peace in the
region.  Since  then  the  Joint  Task  Force(JTF)  and  Operation  Crocodile
Smile,  military formations have been set  up under President Obasanjo
and President Buhari’s regimes to enforce peace in the region to enable
oil companies carry out their activities without much ado. However, in
these operations by the companies and the governments, they committed
offences bothering on Human Rights and other environmental concerns.
And it is in this regard that the international community had to intervene
in  the  Niger  Delta  agitations  so  as  to  enforce  International  Law
regulations.  

International Reactions
According  to (Ojakorotu,  2008:93),  the  internationalization  of  the

Niger Delta agitation began with the Ogoni through the addendum to the
Ogoni Bill of Rights in August 1991, when MOSOP represented by Ken
Saro-Wiwa,  took  its  case  to  the  Unrepresented  Nations  and  Peoples
Organization (UNPO) at The Hague in 1992. MOSOP used this occasion as
an  avenue  to  attract  sympathy  and establish  links  with  INGOs  whose
mandates pertain to Environmental Rights and Human Rights. Earlier in
1990, the Ogoni People had produced a bill of rights which in summary
bothers  on  political  control  of  Ogoni  affairs,  control  of  a  fair  share  of
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resources emanating from their land, right to protect their environment
and a share of representation in all national committees.

This internationalisation paved the way for the involvement of both
nations, Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs) and International Non-
Governmental Organisations (INGOs).  For instance, from the 1990s, both
countries and non-governmental agencies showed sympathy to the Niger
Delta  struggle  by  way  of  solidarity  through  condemnation  of  the
governments  high  handed  dealings  with  agitators  in  the  region,
imposition of  sanctions  on some category of  government  functionaries,
severance  of  diplomatic  ties  with  Nigeria  and  constituting  law  suits
against Shell and her partner multinational conglomerates. This could be
seen from the actions of  France,  USA, Britain,  Canada Germany,  South
Africa  and Other European Countries  which condemned the summary
execution  of  the  Ogoni  9  and  Ken  Kenule   Saro-Wiwa,  an
environmentalist, human rights advocate and noble laureate nominee on
the 10, November, 1995 by the Gen. Abacha government. 

Also,  Sanctions  of  non-granting  of  visa  to  Nigerian  government
officials and military officers was also imposed, even the military attaché
to the US was deported by the American government as agreed, and the
US and members of the EU pulled their ambassadors and envoys out of
the country.[  cayford;1996].  Other sanctions imposed on Nigeria by the
western  nations  included;  visa  restrictions  and  denial  of  educational
facilities to members of the Nigerian regime and their families, withdrawal
of Military Attachés and cessation of military training, an embargo on the
export  of  arms,  a  visa-based  ban  on  sporting  contacts,  and  the
downgrading  of  diplomatic  and  cultural  links,  imposition  of  arms
embargo  on  Nigeria,  suspension  of  joint  military  trainings  with  the
country’s armed forces.  And granting of asylum visas to willing Ogoni
indigenes (Human Rights Watch/Africa, 1999)
Like governments of various nations, several Non-Governmental Agencies
and  international  institutions  notably;  The  UN,  Commonwealth  of
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Nations, Amnesty  International,  the  Green  Peace  Movement,  the  Un-
represented  Nations  and Peoples  Organization  (UNPO),  the  Rainforest
Action Group,  Bodyshop,  Friends of  the Earth,  and the Committee for
Writers in Prison of International PEN, also showed concerns in solidarity
and support to events and peoples of the Niger Delta, the Green Peace
Organisation and Rain Forest Action,  International Labour Organisation
(ILO),  United  Nations  Committee  on  Economic,  Social  and  Cultural
(ECOSOC), Oil Watch International, Other institutions that identified with
MOSOP  included  the  Africa  Policy  Information  Centre,  Book  Aid
International, World Council of Churches.[Tamuno,2011]

One of the international organizations to react to the above incidence
was  the  Commonwealth  of  Nations  which  set  up  an eight-member
Commonwealth  Ministerial  Action  Group  (CMAG)  to  look  into  the
circumstances that led to it. Consequently, Nigeria was suspended from
the Commonwealth and given two years to comply with the terms of the
Harare Declaration (Ojakorotu, 2008].

 One very notable role the UN played in the Niger Delta struggle is
providing a platform for Ken-Saro Wiwa to address the committee of the
Geneva Assembly of the Unrepresented Nations and Peoples Organization
[UNPO] in the Hague in 1993, and Ledum  Mitee’s representation of the
Ogonisin the  Conference of the United Nations Human Rights (UNHR).
And after  the execution of  the Ogoni 9 and Kenule Saro-Wiwa,  it  also
adopted  Resolution  50/199  on  the  poor  human  rights  record  of  the
Nigerian government on December 22, 1995, condemned in strong terms
the Nigerian government’s violation of human rights and adopted certain
resolutions against Nigeria. It also sent fact finding mission to investigate
the  circumstances  surrounding  the  killings that  made  the
recommendations  that;  panel  of  eminent  jurists”  to  consider  financial
compensation  for  the  relatives  of  those  hanged,  and  that  a  committee
chaired by a retired judge and including representatives of the Ogoni and
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other minority communities should make recommendations in connection
with the economic and social conditions in those communities. 

Furthermore, the United Nations Commission on Human Rights also
appointed  a  Special  Rapporteur  Commission  –  headed  by  Indian
Attorney-General  Soli  Jehangir  Sorabjee  — to  assess  the  human rights
situation in Nigeria made reported. After its assessment, the commission
reported that the Nigerian Government had failed to address the plight of
the  Ogoni  people  and  to  protect  their  human  rights  and  that  the
recommendation  of  the  Secretary-General’s  fact-finding  mission
concerning the appointment of a committee for introducing improvement
in  the  socio-economic  conditions  of  minority  communities  had  been
ignored. 
ECOSOC a subsidiary  of  the  UN was  not  also  left  out.  On its  part,  it
reported on the great devastation oil exploratory activities has done to the
environment and lives of the people of the Niger Delta due to negligence
by  those  involved  in  the  operation  of  oil  industry.  Similarly,  the
International  Labour  Organization  (ILO)  established  a  commission  of
inquiry in 1998, to come and find out reports on Human Rights situation
pertaining to environmental and labour rights activism. 

The Green Peace Organisation and Rain Forest Action had granted
audience  to  Saro-Wiwa and his  kinsmen  in  their  Tenth  Session  of  the
working group of Indigenous Population in 1992 in Geneva. Joining the
fray  of  these  groups  were  also  Friends  of  the  Earth  Netherlands
Milieudefensie  and  Amnesty  International  which  did  condemn  the
activities  of  Shell.  Just  as  Bop  Van  Dessel,  Shell’s  former  head  of
environmental studies in Nigeria, was quoted to have confirmed Shell’s
complicity in damaging the Niger Delta’sfragile ecosystem.(obi, 2001).

 On their part, the  Amnesty International described the hanging of
the Ogoni Nine as a policy of “deliberate terrorism”. While, Friends of the
Earth  Netherlands  (Milieudefensie)  and  Amnesty  International  have
launched international  campaigns  aiming  at  having  Shell  clean  the  oil
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spills in the Delta. These organisations are concerned about the economic
and health consequences for the people in the region. Shell's inability to
respond effectively has led Friends of the Earth Netherlands and Amnesty
International  to  believe  it  actively  contributes  to  the  human  rights
violations  in  the  region.  Because  of  the  large  area  affected,  the
environmental  consequences  are  vast  and  hardly  calculable.
[Milieudefensie, 2012]

 Reacting  on  behalf  of  the  oil  International  Watch  in  June  1999,
Yorongar Ngarlejy a member of the Chadian National Assembly on his
visit to Bayelsa, Rivers and Delta states as a representative of the above
organisation made public part of his report as follows;
‘What you’ve gone through is  what we are about to  go through,  wherever  oil
flows, corruption, hatred and destruction flows too. What the Ogonis and other
Niger Delta inhabitants went through must not happen in Chad and Cameroun’
(Tamuno, 2011).

All  these  organizations  expressed  their  contributions  in  different
forms. For instance, the  International Labour Organisation (ILO), United
Nations Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural (ECOSOC) did so
through  resolution such  as  “U.N.  Document  E/C.12/Add.23,  May 13,
1998).  And  others  did  so  by  dragging  the  oil  companies  to  court.  An
example of those that filed a lawsuit against the shell was the Centre for
Constitutional  Rights  (CCR)  and  co-counsel  from  Earth  Right
International on behalf of Ken’s kinsmen in the suit,
Wiwa et al  v. Royal Dutch Petroleum et al-  Wiwa v,  Royal Dutch Petroleum,
Wiwa v. Anderson, and Wiwa v, Shell Petroleum Development Company June 8,
200.

To join  these  in  the  condemnation  of  the  Federal  government  of
Nigeria and the oil  companies regarding the events  in the Niger Delta
were also their kinsmen in Diaspora. Some of these were the Ijaw National
Congress in the USA (INCUSA) and Ijaw People’s Association of Great
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Britain and Ireland. In defence of their kinsmen in the Niger Delta, these
associations jointly made declarations. (Kahn, 2015)

Conclusion
        Nigeria as the Largest Producer of crude oil in Africa with about 2.53
million barrels (402,000 m3) per day and the world’s 6th largest oil producer
in the world is undoubtedly one of the richest countries in Africa.  It  is
accorded  great  respect  in  the  international  community  for  its  size,
population and economic contributions to the global economy. However,
the  Niger  Delta  environment  which  produces  the  oil  is  a  reflection  of
povert and underdevelopment. Despite the glory, pride and honour it has
brought to Nigeria,  through its  production of the golden element that
serves  as  the  greatest  income  earner,  that  has  brought  about  the
flamboyant lifestyles of the political leaders and businessmen, as well as
the aesthetic  beauty seen in some towns notably Abuja and Lagos, the
region and its people looked impoverished, deplorable and ravaged, and
the flora and fauna is driven to the verge of extinction. 

This outlook of squalor and the negligence to the yearnings of the
inhabitants  and  lack  of  feeling  of  sympathy  and empathy  resulting  in
favourable rejuvenating or developmental ventures in the place has been
the cause of  the unrest  that  has existed in the region.  Whereas,  it  was
expected  that  the  Federal  government  and  multinational  corperation’s
would reciprocate the kind gesture of the region by embarking  on human
and capital developmental ventures in the region, the reverse is seen to be
the case, as the duo  co-sponsored state terrorism that culminated in the
killing of Ken Saro Wiwa and destruction of even the communities that
have been developed by the people themselves such as  Odi have led to
militancy or resort to violence as a means of agitation in the region.

In  view  of  the  above  fact,  it  could  be  stated  that,  the   violence
embarked  upon  by  youths  of  the  area  under  the  umbrella  of  various
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miltant groups, is all about agitation over neglect and marginalization in
terms  of  political  representation,  absence  of  development  evidenced
mainly by poor social amenities and infrastructures, the poor participation
in the oil economy indicated in poor employment and poor patronage in
contracts and services of their indigenes and the poor benefits from the oil
boom particularly low sharing of oil based revenues and poor corporate
social  responsibility  of  the  MNCs  and generally  agitation  for  survival,
resistance and redress.

Although, agitations for recognition by the people of Niger Delta pre-
dated Nigeria’s independence in 1960, the actual internationalization of
the struggle began from the 1990s, through, the intellectual dimensions
introduced to it by Ken Saro-wiwa of Ogoni extract and exacerbated by
the violent dimensions introduced by the miltant organizations. The areas
of  international  reactions  to  these  development  and  the  ceonsequent
responses by Nigeria’s Federal Government and the MNOs took different
forms. For instance, there was the condemnation of the government for the
use of excessive force and for violating the rights of innocent civilians, as
well as imposition of sanctions on Nigeria through the members of the UN
and  Commonwealth.  Besides,  there  was  also  the  berating  of  the  oil
companies  for  their  negligence  global  best  practices  in  their  modus
operandi  that  has  lead  to  the  destruction  of  the  environment  and
endangering  of  both  the  lives  of  the  people,  and  that  of  plants  and
animals. In a way, all of these have led to a change of policy by both the
government and companies in the operations and reactions to the struggle
in ways.  Consequently, these have also resulted in some positive gains for
the people of the region to the extent that some  forms of palliative  such
as  the  establishment  of  interventionist  agencies  and  ministriy  like  the
NDDC, Niger Delta Ministry and appointment and election of the sons of
the  region  to  exalted  political  offices  including  that  of  the  election  of
President Goodluck Jonathern from Bayels as President of Nigeria All the
same one must say that agitations improvement and consolidation of these
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changes have still continued in the region.  Infact a wholistic analyses of
the story of the Niger Delta could be said to be an enigma and a paradox. 
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