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Abstract
This work examines Ogbakiri and Tombia relations during the pre-
colonial era. Ogbakiri and Tombia have been in contact since the
pre-colonial era. The various groups have over the years depended
on each other for economic, political and socio-cultural survival.
The  work  discussed  the  relationship  between  both  groups  with
emphasis  on  trade,  politics,  religious  activities,  education  and
social  ties.  The  work  adopts  the  use  of  primary  and  secondary
sources of information to generate the needed data. The study also
employed  the  interdisciplinary  approach  using  knowledge  from
related discipline to compliment the available historical data. The
qualitative approach to data analysis was used in the analysis. The
study reveals that the relationship between Ogbakiri and Tombia
during the pre-colonial era provided friendly relationships that cut
across all  facets of  human society.  The work establishes that the
relationship between Ogbakiri and Tombia during the pre-colonial
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era  impacted  positively  on  the  economic  and  socio-political
developments of both groups which have endured to present. The
work  recommends  that  intergroup relations  should  be  devoid  of
political  and  economic  domination,  marginalization  and
subjugation and that in moments of conflict and confrontations,
diplomacy, dialogue, brotherhood, and tolerance should be adopted
to ensure peaceful co-existence.

Key words: Pre-colonial, Intergroup relations, Ogbakiri, Tombia, Ikwerre,
Kalabari.

Introduction
Wherever individuals belonging to one group interact, collectively

or individually, with another group or its members in terms of their group
identification,  we  have  an  instance  of  intergroup  behaviour  (Sherif
1966:12).  The  term  intergroup  relations  refer  to  both  individual
interactions  involving  members  from  different  ethnic  groups  and  the
collective behaviour of ethnic groups in interaction with other groups. The
study  of  intergroup  relations  has  recently  enjoyed  a  considerable
resurgence from scholars in History and social sciences. This resurgence
has been driven in part by contemporary conflicts and crises between the
ethnic groups under study (Kalabari and Ikwerre) that have highlighted
the importance of understanding the origins of intergroup tensions and
how  those  tensions  can  be  reduced  or  eliminated.  It  reflects  also  on
increasing recognition of the importance of intergroup cooperation, hence
Ogbakiri and Tombia have had economic, political, social relations.

Ogbakiri,  an  Ikwerre-speaking community  is  located in  Emohua
Local Government Area of Rivers State. It is situated at the southern end
of the Local government Area with the New Calabar River separating it
from  parts  of  Port  Harcourt  and  Degema  Local  Government  Areas.
Ogbakiri occupies a rich, well-watered plain with abundant rainfall. The
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plain is very fertile and has proved most suitable for farming hence the
people are predominantly farmers. Their major farm products are tubers
and vegetables. Tombia in the other hand is located in the present day,
Degema  Local  Government,  they  are  Kalabari  speaking  community.
Tombia occupies a mangrove swamp, rainfall made up creeks the Tombia
people are predominantly fishermen.

There are so many works on intergroup relations but only few is on
Ogbakiri  and  Tombia  history,  people  and  culture.  This  is  because
researcher over the years had beamed their search light on the relationship
between the minor and major ethnic groups to the disadvantage of micro
or minor ethnic groups. This is unfair because minor ethnic groups played
significant role in the promotion of economic, political and socio-cultural
interaction among themselves and even the major ethnic groups.

Furthermore,  Ogbakiri  and  Tombia  adopted  ways  such  as
factualness, the policy of “live and let live” to survive in the midst of other
powerful  ethnic groups.  This  is  not also studied by many scholars and
researchers. The injustices meted against the minor ethnic groups by the
major ethnic groups that most often had led to the loss of land and other
economic  opportunities  most  especially  by  Ogbakiri  and  Tombia
communities in the socio-political, economic religious and cultural lives of
the Ogbakiri and Tombia people which would have enriched the minority
studies  have  not  received  the  needed  attention.  Since  there  is  no
comprehensive work on Ogbakiri and Tombia communities, the problems
mentioned above have not been addressed.

Literature Review
This section aimed at exploring the views of other scholars on the

topic under review. The essence of this review is to provide a basis for the
present  study,  find  possible  gaps  in  other  studies  as  to  provide  the
direction to carry out the investigation. There is dearth of scholarly work
on  Ogbakiri  and  Tombia  relations  however,  there  have  been  few
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unpublished attempts to reconstruct the general history of Ogbakiri and
Tombia.

Orlu, (1964), compiled what he called a family Diary-A Historical
Analysis of my Okporowo. Orlu’s work is an attempt to analyze the origin
of the lineages in Okporowo but he devoted chapter 8 of his work to the
occupation  of  the  people  of  Okporowo”.  He  discussed  the  two  major
economic activities in Ogbakiri and Tombia, that is farming and fishing.
He  recognized  the  fact  that  the  masses  lives  in  poverty.  He  however,
attributed the poverty of farmers to the fact that there is scarcity of land
and recommended that only full-time farmers should have land allocated
to them for cultivation while working class people and others who have
been farming on part-time bases should be deprived land so as to increase
what is given to full-time farmers.

Karl  Marx  and  Frederick  Engels  had  in  the  nineteenth  century
recognized the connection between economics and politics. They were of
the view that it was usually the economic structure that determined the
political  system  of  any  given  community;  the  mode  of  production  in
Ogbakiri is one case mode of production has given rise to gerontocracy.
Whatever wealth that is in the community are in the hands of the lineage
heads hence the power to govern is also with them.

Some early references to the history of Tombia could be in the work
of Jones. Jones in his work The Trading State of the Oil Rivers (1963), treated
the history of the eastern Niger Delta in great details. Jones pointed out
the  social,  economic  and political  change  which  occurred  due  to  their
involvement in the Trans-Atlantic Trade. He mentioned the Tombia having
distinct  national  deity from Kalabari.  The origin of  Simigi,  the national
deity of Tombia. He also discusses Simigi relationship with the people of
Bonny which he mentions that  Simigi  deity belongs to  the community
originally known as Iyankpo, which is a corruption of Nyankpo that split
into finima village.
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Okibe, (2011), defined intergroup relations as groups that take the
forms  of  trade,  diplomatic  ties,  wars,  mutual  borrowing  of  techniques
management of trade routes, boundaries among other activities. This is to
say that each group has the ability to contribute in no measure to  the
group existence through cooperation. However,  during the moments of
intergroup relations, conflict of interest is bound to occur as a result of
scarce resources and territorial expansions.

Lohor, (1998), Stated that intergroup relations is the interaction that
takes place between members of different groups and societies who come
in contact with one another. It is concerned with face-to-face interaction
between  people  and  between  different  societies.  Intergroup  relations
irrespective of the levels of manifestation reflects human actions which are
also part of the process of existence.

Nwobueze,  (2003)  explains  intergroup relations as the totality  of
human relations  and techniques  and mechanism for  managing conflict
and boundaries. Intergroup relations as a study focuses essentially on the
series  of  methods  strategies  or  approaches  to  the  understanding  of
separate groups dynamics, of diffusing tension between different groups
and creating bridges across ships, or  directly promoting harmony.

In Ikimi (2006)  History,  the Historian and the Nation: the  Voice  of  a
Nigerian Historian, the author examined inter group relations topics. Two
chapters  of  this  book  are  particularly  important  for  review here.  First,
Inter-Group Relations in Pre-Colonial: A Call for a Re-Examination of Political
Relations among Nigerian Peoples in the Period up to 1850. In this paper, Ikimi
Discussed intergroup relations in the era before colonialism in Nigeria.
But his attention was only given to kingdoms and empires such as Benin,
Igala, Nupe and Hausa and their various neighbours, which Nembe was
not among. Second,  Changing Administration Arrangement and Inter Group
Relations in an Emerging Nation-State:  The Case of  the Delta Province Area.
This was a memorial lecture delivered in honour of Chief Mukoro Mowoe.
In  this  work,  Ikimi  highlighted  the  colonial  experience  of  the  Warri
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Province which was later changed to Delta Province; and some of the roles
played by Chief Mukoro Mowoe in his days.

Udo,  ‘’Environments  and  peoples  of  Nigeria’’  (1980)  (ed)  Obara
Ikime Ground work of Nigerian History examined the Nigerian environment
and the influence on the people in the area of intergroup contacts and
relations. The delta people whose territory is too swampy for cultivation
and  who  in  consequence  produced  mainly  fish  and  salt,  carried  on  a
sizeable trade with the forest peoples who supplied them basic food stuffs
in exchange for fish and salt.  This brought unimaginable wealth to the
Niger  Delta  people  due  to  their  middle  man  position.  This  is  a  clear
picture  of  pre-colonial  intergroup  relations  that  brought  soccour  and
peace to the people of Nigeria but strained during the colonial era and has
lingered to date.

Falola,T  (2010)  Neighbours  at  war:  conflicts  over  boundaries  in
colonial  Nigeria.  Journal  of  the  historical  society  of  Nigeria  (vol.  19)
discussed colonial rule in Nigeria and its impact on intergroup relations
with emphasis on boundary disputes over farm lands, frontier expansion
and  administrative  units.  The  work  examined  violence  that  involved
communities in disputes over land and boundaries.  He captured in the
work  how  colonialism  generated  ruptures  in  local  communities  and
unleashed rival  claims over territories leading to territorial dispute and
violence and the role played by colonial courts in resolving these disputes.
He  posited  that  the  inability  of  the  colonial  government  to  resolve
disputes over land further compounded communal clashes and serious
conflicts which eventually resulted to war in some cases. The work has
further  showcased the impact  of  colonialism on intergroup relations in
Nigeria which is part of our study.

Sokari-George, (2006) New Calabar and her neighbours: a study of
the  Niger  Delta  C.  1850-1950’’  (eds)  discussed  intergroup  relations
between  New  Calabar  (Kalabari)  and  her  main  land  and  hinter  land
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neighbours. He examined the relationship that existed between minor and
major groups especially during the era of palm oil  trade and the great
depression.  He opined that  intergroup relations through trade contacts
promoted  cross-cultural  dividends  on  both  groups  and also  generated
political  conflicts  due  to  clash  of  interest  and  the  struggle  over  scarce
resources.  He asserted that  intergroup relations  served as  conducts  for
acculturation, transmitting aspects of one another’s life ways to the culture
as well as adopting aspects of folk ways and life styles of each other.

Michael (2014) in his work Amalgamation, Intergroup Relation and the
Nigerian State: A case study of Nigeria-Niger Delta Relations, Icheke Journal,
pointed out the detrimental effect of the 1914 amalgamation on the Niger
Delta people. In a very comprehensive and convincing manner, Michael
describes  how the  originally  independent  pre-amalgamation  kingdoms
and city-states of the Niger Delta lost their independence, equity, mutual
respect,  resource  control  and  the  like,  due  to  the  formal  and  forceful
bringing together of larger groups and the Niger Delta people into one
governmental  entity  called Nigeria.  According  to  him,  the  Niger  Delta
States were not subservient to any other subgroup in what is today called
Nigeria,  that  the  1914  amalgamation  of  the  Northern  and  Southern
Nigeria,  made  possible  by  the  colonial  government  of  Lord  Lugard,
brought the Niger Delta groups and other major groups in Nigeria such as
Igbo,  Yoruba and Hausa-Fulani together to form the Nigerian State.  To
Michael,  this  union has generated some strange issues  mostly resource
control,  minority-majority  mentality  etc.  He  argues  that  prior  to  the
amalgamation, the Niger Delta kingdoms and states controlled their own
resources and there was no history of Igbo, Yoruba or Hausa dominating
political, economic, cultural etc. affairs of the Niger Delta people.

Michael  concluded that  the  strained  relationship  in  the  Nigeria-
Niger  Delta  relations  was  as  a  result  of  the  fraudulent  amalgamation
which led to loss of resource control and independence of the Niger Delta
region,  and  that  peaceful  co-existence  between  Nigeria  and  the  Niger
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Delta region would be achieved when Nigeria go back to the status of the
pre-amalgamated Nigeria or observe a true federalism where resources
would be controlled by the state instead of the centre (federal government)
as it is operated now.

On the other hand, Gobo (2007)  Inter-Group Relations in the Niger
Delta:  A Case Study of Okrika and Her Neighbours,  discussed the areas of
relations between Okrika and her neighbours under pre-colonial and the
colonial eras. She reveals that Okrika and her neighbours were in contact
before the colonial era. But these contacts were only intensified during the
colonial  period.  According to  her the contacts  between Okrika and her
neighbours, including Nembe, covered all the areas of human endeavours
such as war, peace, marriage, trade, culture, migration, and in a wider-
spectrum,  economic,  religious  and  rituals  which  bind  Okrika  and  her
neighbours in close ties. However, she concluded that among the various
avenues of contacts between Okrika and her neighbours since pre-colonial
times land disputes pose a great challenge to the Okrika communities. She
noted that  Okrika  had land ownership problems with virtually  all  her
immediate neighbours such as Eleme, Ogoni,  Ikwere, Oyigbo, Kalabari,
etc.  her  work suggests  that  the mutual  and amicable settlement of  any
remaining  area  of  disagreement  between  Okrika  and  her  neighbours
would enthrone peaceful co-existence and neighbourliness.

Ogbogbo et al., eds (2012),  The Dynamics of Inter-Group Relations In
Nigeria Since 1960: Essays In Honour Of Obaro Ikime At 70. This six-section
book  is  a  compilation  of  inter  group studies  in  Nigeria.  It  extensively
contains and discusses various inter group relations in Nigeria. However,
among the 24 chapters of the book, only the eighteenth chapter, Reflection
on Ijo Struggle for Self-Determination in Nigeria, by Youpele Banigo has direct
bearings on Ijo, which the Nembe people are part of. But this particular
work itself does not in any way specifically touch on the impact of inter-
group relations between Nembe and her neighbours.
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Michael  (2016)  examined intergroup relations in  the Niger  Delta
using  Odual  and  her  neighbours  as  a  case  study.  He  opined  that  the
relationship between Odual and her neighbours cut across all  facets  of
human lives and has spanned through the pre-colonial, colonial and post-
colonial  eras  of  Nigerian history but  no comprehensive work  has  been
done in the area. So many of the scholarly works done in the Niger Delta
centred on the major groups to the detriment of the minor groups such as
Odual  and  their  contributions  to  economic,  political  and  social
developments of the region and how they survived such relationship with
major neighbours hence the need for this study. The study revealed that
Odual and her neighbours have long years of relationship influenced by
historical  ties,  Cultural  affinities,  boundary  demarcations,  trade,
marriages, markets and  political divisions for administrative convenience.
Furthermore, the colonial and post-colonial eras of Odual relations with
her neighbours resulted to increased volume of trade, markets, marriage
contracts,  socio-cultural  ties,  common language,  political  and economic
co-operation, migrations and settlements which eventually culminated to
land  disputes,  Political  marginalization  and  balkanization,  deprivation
and total neglect. The relationship between Odual and her neighbours was
not devoid of wars and conflicts but in such times, the use of diplomacy,
dialogue and tolerance by the Odual group ensured peace

Michael  (2016)  examined  the  impact  of  intergroup  relations
between Nembe and her neighbours. Nembe is one of the ethnic groups in
the  Niger  Delta  with  strong  political,  economic  and  socio-cultural
institutions. Nembe is surrounded by neighbours such as Kalabari, Odual,
Abua, Ogbia, Apoi and other Ijo groups and over the years, Nembe has
established economic, political and socio-cultural ties with her neighbours.
Since no group can exist in isolation, as the Nembe people increased in
population,  there  was  the  need to  relate  with  other  groups  to  achieve
societal goals from the analysis, it was established that Nembe relations
with her neighbours cut across all facets of human endeavours but was
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heightened by the trans-Atlantic trades and colonial contacts. The study
established  that  Nembe  relations  with  her  neighbours  had  political,
economic and socio-cultural impacts which are still prevalent to date. The
researcher as a way forward recommends a sustained group relations in
the  Niger  Delta  but  such  relations  should  be  devoid  of  greed,
marginalization, discrimination and above all, intolerance.

An assessment of the above works shows that none of them focuses
attention on the Tombia (Kalabari) and Ogbakiri (Ikwerre) people. While
Michael concentrated on the relationship between the wider Nigeria and
the Niger Delta, Prisca Abiye Gobo narrowed her work to Okrika and her
immediate  neighbours  in  the  Niger  Delta.  Though  Gobo’s  work
mentioned Nembe as having supernatural contacts with Okrika, she did
not go deep on their relations, but however, stated that trading activities
took place and peaceful conditions prevailed between them.

The literature review have shown that there is no comprehensive
work on Ogbakiri and Tombia relations. The available materials examined
the history of Tombia and Ogbakiri, there economic activities, political and
socio-cultural  structures  without  due  consideration  of  the  relationship
between  Tombia  and  Ogbakiri  and  the  forces  of  change.  It  is  on  this
premise that this study is aimed at bringing to limelight the nature of the
relationship that have existed between Tombia and Ogbakiri, the factors
that promoted their relations, impact of such relations on both groups and
the forces of change. In doing this, the study will fill the identified gaps.

Brief history of Ogbakiri and Tombia
Ogbakiri history, people and culture

According to Amadi (2017) in the earliest time Ogbakiri was located
in  the  Ikwerre-Etche  local  government  area  of  the  Rivers  State,  but
presently in Emohua Local Government. It is situated at the Southern end
of the Local Government Area with the New Calabar River separating it
from parts of Port Harcourt and Degema local government areas. Ogbakiri
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is a peninsula stretching about seven kilo meters from north to south and
about six kilometers from east to west. The Ogbakiri peninsula is bounded
in  the  north  by  the  Abaka  creek  which  partially  separates  her  from
Emohua, her northern neighbour. It is because the Abaka is so shallow in
the  dry  season that  Ogbakiri  is  regarded as  a  peninsula  instead of  an
island. People easily walk across the Abaka creek even when it is at its
highest level during the rainy season. The eastern neighbours of Ogbakiri
are the Akpo while the Kalabari community of Tombia is found at the
south-west border.

Ogbakiri  is  made up of six villages namely,  Oduoha, Okporowo,
Rumouro, Ahai, Rumuokani and Rumu-Ada which was affiliated to Ahai.
The  “Nigeria  Tide”  of  Monday,  July  27,  1981  had  under  the  caption,
Community granted autonomy, reported that the Rumu-Ada community in
Ogbakiri had been granted recognition to exist as an autonomous village
(Worukwo, 1984:8). The oral tradition of all the six villages agree on the
point that Oduoha, Okporowo, Rumu-Ada and Ahai were founded by the
descendant  of  Wezina  and  are  therefore  the  earliest  migrants  to  the
peninsula  while  Rumouro  and  Rumuokani  were  founded  by  later
immigrants  from  Rumuigbo  and  Rumuokwuta.  According  to  Elenwo
(2018) Wezina is said to have arrived the Ogbakiri peninsula at about the
15th century from somewhere the Benin kingdom passing through Ogba
land where his relations had already settled. Wezina and his entourage
were said to have first settled at Oduoha where he arrived through the
creeks hence Oduoha is said to be cradle of Ogbakiri. The oral tradition of
Oduoha and Okporowo emphasized their affinity to Ogba people.

According to Alagoa (2005) during the early part of the colonial era,
Ogbakiri was part of Degema province. The Ogbakiri people claim that
the name, Ogbakiri is quite recent having come into use during the early
colonial period; they claim that it was the Kalabari people who submitted
that name to the colonial masters. The name is simply “Ogba-kiri” which
is a Kalabari compound word meaning “Ogba land). This again suggests
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that the Kalabari people who had been in contact with Ogbakiri peninsula
before the arrival  of the Europeans may have identified them with the
Ogba people. This early contact with Elem-Kalabari is established by the
fact that Okporowo oral tradition claim that chief Fobi Echonwere who
was ruling Okporowo during the war between Kalabari and Bonny took
part in the war on the side of king Amachree.

The  oral  traditions  of  Okporowo,  Oduoha  and  Ahai  claim  that
Ekemta, the grandson of Wezina had three sons namely, Eleni, Owoo and
Iji. These three sons founded Odouha, Oporowo and Ahai (Eleni founded
Oduoha, Okporowo and Ahai, the son of Iji  founded Ahai). Rumu-Ada
was founded by a descendant of Wezina, Ada. According to Mmehielle
(1987), more than 800 years ago, a great man called Ada (the ancient name
for “father”) settled here. He had many wives, children and slaves. The
name of this  village took after the great man. “Rumu-Ada” means,  the
children of Ada (Mmehielle, 1987:1). It is not clear whether Ada was the
son of Wezina or just a relation. What is clear is the fact that Ada was one
of the earliest settlers on the peninsula and a relation of Wezina.

Again,  the  traditions  of  all  the  villages  agree  on  the  fact  that
Rumuoro was founded by Echichimo, a hunter from Rumuigbo. Echichim
is mentioned in the tradition at about the fourth generation. He is said to
have owned a gun with which he helped the Wezina people to defeat the
Mboh invaders – a warlike group who were constantly menacing Wezina
community  from  the  creeks.  The  Ogbakiri  people  connect  Mboli  with
present day Eleme community. The traditions mentioned constant attacks
or raids on the community by the Mboli who could only be defeated with
the  aid  of  Echichimo’s  gun.  There  after  Echichimo was  invited  to  live
among the people because of  advantage of  his  gun.  This  aspect  of  the
people’s history seem to point to the fact that Rumuoro may have been
founded in the sixteenth century since gun-fire was only introduced to the
Benin empire by the Portuguese in the fifteenth century and the Mboli war
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is  mentioned  at  about  the  fourth  generation  after  settlement  (Amadi,
2017).

According to Whyte (1986) Rumuokani, on its part, is said to have
been  founded  by  Bisiokani  another  late  migrant  to  the  peninsula.
Bisiokani  is  said  to  have  migrated  to  Ogbakiri  from  Rumuokwuta.
Although  the  people  that  constitute  Ogbakiri  migrated  from  different
places and at different times, they identify themselves at present as one
people  under  the  umbrella  of  Wezina.  The  descendants  of  the  earliest
settlers have abandoned the original language spoken by their ancestors to
speak a dialect of the Ikwerre language. The original language known as
Gbarakwu is now extinct and was only spoken by descendant of Wezina.
Ogbakiri people are strongly bound together by a common language as
well as common culture.

The  six  villages  are  autonomous  and  each  village  has  its  own
paramount  ruler  known  as  Nyenweli  (meaning  owner  of  land).  The
Nyenweli Oduoha is accepted as the head of Ogbakiri community since he
represents  Eleni,  the  first  son  of  Ekenta  (primogeniture  prevails  at
Ogbakiri). This has been a dispute over the central leadership of Ogbakiri
as his reward for defeating the Mboli Invaders. This claim is disputed by
Oduoha. It is however clear that there was a time when Rumuoro acted as
the head of Ogbakiri.  What is not clear is  whether it  was a temporary
measure to ensure the protection of the entire community by the ruler of
Rumuoro, who owned a gun at that time or a permanent arrangement.
This dispute has led to much disunity in the two factions, one supporting
Oduoha  and the  other  supporting  Rumuoro.  The  chiefs  from Oduoha
Okporowo, Rumu-Ada and part of Ahai are on one side while Rumuoro,
Rumuokani and a small part of Ahai are supporting Rumuoro.

Our  glimpse  of  the  working  of  the  pre-colonial  Ogbakiri  socio-
cultural  organizations  which  is  styled,  “village  democracy”  shows  the
Nyenweli-Eli as the head. But he does not govern wholly of his own will.
He is guided by a council of chiefs of the community whom he consults
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regularly. The decisions of the council and Nyenweli deliberating together
are brought before the assembly of the whole people at the village square,
normally  under  the  shade  trees.  Out  of  these  three  elements  –  the
Nyenweli,  the  council  of  the  chiefs,  men  of  the  community,  and  the
assembly of the whole people, emerge the village democracy, a process of
“asking one another” in an effort to resolve an issue (Elenwo, 2018).

The true power in Ogbakiri pre-colonial society was the family. The
people live together in family communities. The villages were habitations
of contiguous maximal families (Mgbu), all the members being descended
from  a  common  ancestor  and  bound  together  by  the  tic  of  blood  or
mythical character. Originally the chief of the family had the power of life
and death over who belonged to the family. It was only as the authority of
the village grew and asserted itself against the comparative independence
of the family that the power of the family waned and practically passed
away or became drastically modified. But the village communities were
themselves not isolated and independent.

The corporate unity of  Ogbakiri  community or people to a very
large extent rested chiefly on their dividing all the males, into regular age
grades. Children born within one to three years range were grouped into
regular  age  grades.  Each  had  one  name  by  which  it  is  called  and
distinguished  from  others.  Andah  (1988:129)  observes  that  age  grade
associations  are  one  of  the  social  groupings  and  perhaps  the  most
significant, which serves to structure the socio-cultural activities of many
African  societies.  However,  a  man  remains  in  the  same  age  grade  all
through his life. Members of an age grade are bound together by rights
and  obligation  and  they  generally  maintain  close  and  friendly  contact
throughout their lives.

Tombia history, people and culture
According to Igwe (2018) the people that make up the pre-colonial

or pre-historical  Tombia are the children of Tombiaowe son of Ekipete.
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About the 11th century they left their ancestral home Demgbein the central
Niger  Delta,  following  through  the  Nun River  they  arrived  at  a  place
which  they  called  Okpo-Tombia  (Okpo  Town),  at  Okpi-Tombia  the
vegetation was not favourable, they migrated to Calabar and later came to
Nyankpo. The movement of Tombia from their ancestral home affected the
socio-cultural life of the people. However, Ogbakiri her closed neighbours
are predominantly a farming community. Every adult male or female is
expected to  produce enough food for  his  or  her  family  and so  should
engage in farming. Although the physical environments of Ogbakiri make
fishing  possible,  this  occupation  is  not  a  major  pre-occupation  of  the
people.
Tombia is community that is situated in the present day Degema Local
Government Area of Rivers State. The community is situated at the point
where three Rivers meet, these Rivers are; the Illelema, the Asaritoru and
Obia Rivers. These rivers flows into the Osiminikwu which enters into the
new Calabar River.

According to  Dike (1956)  Tombia community  is  bounded on the
north by Ikukiri,  on the South by Bukuma, on the east by Illelema and
Asari-toru  River  and  also  on  the  West  by  Obia.  Tombia  normally
experience  a  relatively  high  rainfall,  temperatures  and  humidity
throughout the year (Steel et al, 1976:93). Each month has 25m of rain and
temperatures is 350c and above. The vegetation is mostly mangrove swamp
except  the  rainforest  which  stretches  from  Tombia  to  Bukuma.  The
numerous rivers and creeks surrounding Tombia are covered by mangrove
forest. There are numerous Creeks, Rivers, and Rivulets surrounding the
community. The people of Tombia speak a variant of Ijaw language. The
language has evolved through the different process of immigration. They
currently  speak  semi-Kalabari  language;  a  combination  of  Ijaw,  Ibani,
Okpolo and Kalabari. The former were dialects spoken before their close
ties with the Kalabari people which they now dwell among and have more
cultural affinity (Talbot, 1932).
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Pre-Colonial Tombia and Ogbakiri Relations
The people  of  Tombia  and Ogbakiri  interacted in  all  spheres  of

human endeavours.  The  both  community  grown up  inter-marry,  share
their produce to argument each other. A lot of the population of Ogbakiri
speaks the Tombia language or dialect fluently. In most case, the Tombia
language is a regard or taken by the Ogbakiri as their second language. A
typical Ogbakiri male or female dresses more like a Tombia indigene than
any other part of Ikwerre Vis a vis the people of Tombia.

Elenwo (2018) opined that in the area of the economy, Ogbakiri and
Tombia  interacted more than other  Ikwerre  and Kalabari  communities.
The over flow got from the Ogbakiri people’s farm were bought over by
the Tombia people who also  added their  own sea products  to  the fish
produced  by  the  Ogbakiri  fishermen.  The  economic  affinity  between
Ogbakiri  and  Tombia  people  is  such  that  the  people  of  Ogbakiri
community choose to name the only market in the community Tombia
market. Any condition or situation in Ogbakiri land that is not palatable
would  be  felt  by  the  Tombia  people  as  well  as  Ogbakiri  people.  This
explains why the people are very conscious of this mutual dependence
and reliance between them.

Markets served as centers of intergroup relations between Ogbakiri
and Tombia. The importance of Iwofe market cannot be overemphasized
in this regard. The Iwofe market served as a meeting point between the
people of Kalabari and Ogbakiri to sell their economic resources and till
date, it still serves as a meeting point for both groups (Iworima, 2018). The
articles  of  trade from Ogbakiri  includes;  cassava,  cassava flakes  (garri),
plantain, cocoyam, fruits, palm oil, palm kernel, banana amongst others.
On the part of Tombia, their articles of trade include; fishes, sea food, salt
amongst others.

The Tombia community produced for domestic consumption crops
such as plantain, banana, mangoes, pawpaw and coconut. This is because
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there are no renounced farmers but few that produce what they could
feed their families. Another factor why they don’t produce at a commercial
quantity is because their land is not fertile to produced crops such as yam
and cassava in commercial quality. However, some chiefs who are wealthy
from the community do buy farm land from their neighbours (Ogbakiri
people) to established plantations for commercial farming (Omuso, 1999).

Tombia  community  is  a  predominantly  fishing  community  and
fishing is the major occupation of the people and means of livelihood. The
reason for  this  is  because  the community  is  surrounded by rivers  and
creeks  that  bring  sufficient  fishes  and  other  marine  organisms  to  the
surrounding mangrove Swamp. The convergence of these rivers has also
caused the development of sand pit in Tombia creek and a mud flat at the
town’s  waterfront.  These  served  as  a  favourable  breeding  ground  for
various  species  of  fishes.  These  different  species  of  fishes  caught  by
fishermen  from  Tombia  are  sold  to  the  people  of  Ogbakiri  and  other
neighbouring communities such as Rumuolumeni. These fishes which is
in a commercial quantity ranges from, Sardine to Bonga fish and they are
got from the following rivers; New Calabar river, St. Bartholomew, Santa
Barbara River among others. This is because sardine and Bonga fish are
very erratic and migratory (Alagoa, 2005).

There are several types of materials used by the fishermen which
include nets, hooks, traps, baskets among others. These fishermen mostly
use  nylon  nets  and  monofilament  nets.  They  weave  these  nets  into
different patterns to suit their type of fishing. They also use drift nets and
beach nets. Most fishermen undertake pelagic fishing where the nets floats
with the aid of hunters and drift on the surface of the sea, while others use
hooks and line. Fishing is a very lucrative business and gives profitable
income  to  Tombia  fishermen  and  people  on  a  daily  basis.  Fishes  not
readily  sold  by  the  fishermen  are  preserved  usually  by  smoking.
Sometimes the fishing group takes a day to cut firewood and another for
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the transportation of the firewood to its location. However, some men have
taken it as an occupation to cut firewood to sell to fishermen (Alu, 1998).

Another aspect of the Tombia community economy is salt making.
Salt making was an economic activity in prehistory Tombia. The nearness
to the Atlantic Ocean provided them abundant of salt from the ocean. The
ocean  water  contains  high  level  of  sodium  chloride  and  the  water  is
usually boiled for days in a clay pot until it forms salt. The salt industry is
considered as  a family  venture,  not all  the families  in  Tombia that  are
involved in salt making (Iworima, 2018). The sea food and salt produced
by Tombia people were major articles of trade during the pre-colonial era.
The nature of Tombia economy which was centred on fishing, enhanced
the economic relations between Ogbakiri and Tombia.

On  the  other  hand,  Ogbakiri  is  predominantly  a  farming
community. Every adult male or female is expected to produce enough
food for his or her family and so should engage in farming. Again the
prevailing mode of production which manifests  in the practice of Ernu
Nda-Oro;  by  this  mode  of  production,  the  organization  of  farming
activities centers around the lineage heads – as is characteristics of lineage
mode of production in other African societies. All modes of production
are  basically  interested  in  generating  a  surplus  product  which  is  that
product  is  appropriated  and  often  determine  the  difference  between
societies.

The  agricultural  system  of  farming  adopted  in  Ogbakiri  is
rotational  bush  fallow.  Describing this  system of  farming which  in  his
view, prevalent in most parts of West Africa; Hopkins (1975) had said that
“the chief  method of  cultivation in recent centuries has been rotational
bush  fallow  …  in  this  system  settlement  is  fixed  and  the  land  under
cultivation rotates over a defined area of fallow   (Hopkins, 1975:32). In
Ogbakiri the farmland are divided into five groups and each of the five
groups are cultivated once every five years.
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Like many communities around the delta, fishing has traditionally
been an important  economic activity of  Ogbakiri.   The people have by
virtue  of  their  nearness  to  the  sea  perfected  the  skill  of  fishing  over
centuries.  The  people  of  Ogbakiri  have  long  evolved  indigenous
techniques and implement of fishing before the advent of Europeans in
the region. Fishing was a vital source of their diet; it was also an income
earner.  Fishing  activity  was  the  major  occupation  until  the  era  of
legitimate trade and paid labour. Pre-colonial Ogbakiri people were not
masters  of  the  act  of  fishing  compared  to  Tombia.  They  developed
indigenous implements such as nets, hooks, traps and poison screen. The
nature  of  Ogbakiri  economy  promoted  intergroup  relations  between
Ikwerre  and  Kalabari.  Since  no  group  could  survive  in  isolation,  the
people of Tombia during the pre-colonial era depended on Ogbakiri for
food  and  other  forest  produce.  The  economic  bond  between  the  two
groups promoted socio-cultural and political ties during the pre-colonial
era.

Factors  that  promoted  inter-group  relations  between  Ogbakiri  and
Tombia Trade and Markets

Trade (internal and external) helped to bring people from different
background,  ethnic  groups  and culture  together.  Ogbakiri  and  Tombia
environment  encourages  farming,  fishing,  hunting  and  gathering,
industries and many other economic activities. Since no group can live in
isolation,  there was the need for  the people of  both groups to  interact
through trade to ensure their basic needs are achieved. Through internal
trade,  goods  and  services  were  exchanged  at  the  various  markets  in
Ogbakiri and Tombia. The markets were centres of economic, political and
socio-cultural  activities.  Trade  therefore  contributed  to  increase  in
marriage  ties,  economic  relations,  cultural  and  political  affiliations.
Markets on the other hand served as centres of economic, political and
social interactions.
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Trade Routes
Trade routes also promoted intergroup relations between Ogbakiri

and Tombia. The trade routes that were few during the earlier years of
group relations, increased in number during the trans-Atlantic trades. The
trade routes linked communities together and foster intergroup relations.
The  free  flow  (movement)  of  people  along  these  trade  routes  for
commercial  activities  also  provided  socio-cultural  and  political
opportunities to the people of Ogbakiri and Tombia. Through these trade
routes,  marriages  were  contracted  while  political  and  cultural  ties
established to ensure free trade.

Socio-cultural institutions
The people of Ogbakiri and Tombia possess so many socio-cultural

traits which were exchanged in course of intergroup relations. The cultural
and traditional dances such as social clubs, masquerade display, wrestling
competition among others  served as centres for group interactions and
exchange  of  value  system.  For  instance,  Ogbakiri  and  Tombia  have  so
many socio-cultural activities in common due to long years of intergroup
relations.  The  prolonged  relations  between  the  various  groups  among
others resulted in the spread of ideas and socio-cultural institutions from
one group to another. In most cases, socio-cultural ties further enhanced,
economic and political relations of the two groups. There are evidences of
intermarriages  amongst  the  people  of  Ogbakiri  and Tombia  as  well  as
traces  of  kinship.  Marriage  also  played  important  role  in  promoting
intergroup relations especially between Ogbakiri  and Tombia.  Marriage
institutions  provided  the  platform  for  both  groups  to  interact  and
exchange socio-cultural values.

Diplomacy
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The  term  diplomacy  could  be  viewed  as  the  application  of
intelligence  and  tact  to  the  conduct  of  official  relations  between  the
governments of independent states, extended sometimes to their relations
with vassal states (Ogunsanwo, 2009:20 cited in Orji, 2010). Asobie (2000)
defined diplomacy as the process of bargaining among states in order to
narrow areas of disagreement, resolve conflicts or reach accommodation
on issues over which agreement cannot, otherwise be reached.

According to Orji (2010), diplomatic relations in Africa spans many
centuries, this is because no one single nation-state has attained the state
of autarchy. This means states and kingdoms must collaborate to attain
greater  levels  of  economic,  political  and  socio-cultural  developments.
Africa has always maintained diverse and viable relations with the people
of  Europe,  Asia  and  Americas.  “In  the  pre-colonial  times  as  early  as
1324AD,  the  Emperor  of  Ancient  Mali,  Mansa  Musa  embarked  on  a
pilgrimage to Mecca in Saudi Arabia and it is on record that to strengthen
diplomatic  ties,  the  emperor  employed  architect  and  poet  As-Sahili  to
work in Mali” (Buah, 1974:54, cited in Orji, 2010). Throughout the trans-
Saharan  trade  era,  there  were  diplomatic  ties  between  kingdoms  and
empires of Western Sudan as they interact to promote economic, political
and socio-cultural relations.

According to Okpeh (2006), “diplomatic relations were evident in
the  intergroup  relations  of  indigenous  politics  sometimes  these
relationships took the form of war and enslavement, diplomacy, treaties,
the visits of wandering scholars, the borrowing of techniques and above
all trade”. This implies that diplomacy was and is still an essential factor
in  intergroup  relations  as  it  promoted  peaceful  co-existence  among
groups.

Michael  (2016)  posits  that  diplomacy,  dialogue,  tolerance  and
treaties are very vital in intergroup relations especially between minor and
major ethnic groups. Considering Ogbakiri and Tombiarelations and the
role of diplomacy in ensuring peaceful co-existence, Elenwo (2016) asserts
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that  “there  has  been  long  years  of  relationship  between  Ogbakiri  and
Tombia  with  several  attempts  of  war  outbreak,  boundary  disputes,
confrontations  and  humiliations,  but  in  such  situations,  the  use  of
diplomacy,  dialogue and signing of  peace treaties have been the major
tools for peaceful co-existence and sustainable peace”. From the above, it
can be categorically stated that diplomacy is a veritable tool in peace and
conflict  management  as  it  helps  to  avert  outbreak  of  wars  between
neighbours.

Impact of Intergroup Relations
Intergroup relations is an age long affair in the Niger Delta which

Ogbakiri  and  Tombia  is  not  left  out,  but  its  study  is  recent.  The
relationship  that  existed  between  Ogbakiri  and  Tomiba  before  the
outbreak of  crisis  and conflict  was cordial  and harmonious.  Before the
outbreak of the crisis or conflict, the Ogbakiri and Tombia people traded
with one another and intermarried. Obaro (2006) debunked the fact that it
was only one economic platform that the people of Niger Delta as well as
the Ogbakiri people and Tombia people inter-relate in the past. Michael
(2015:44) opined that disputes and conflict of Ogbakiri and Tombia were
compounded in the 20th and 21st centuries with the use of divide and rule
policy  in  an  effort  to  destroy  the  communities  by  their  leaders.  The
struggle over control of trade routes and sources of raw material for the
trade accelerated conflict  and dispute which later strained the relations
and led to outbreak of war.

Basically, Ogbarkiri people interact with Tombia community more
than their fellow Ikwere groups economically, socially and politically. The
surplus generated on their farms is purchased by the Tombia people who
also  add  their  own  sea  products  to  the  fish  produced  by  Ogbakiri
fishermen. This interaction with the Tombia people is such that the only
market in Okporowo is known as “Ahia Tombia” meaning Tombia market.
Any  unfavorable  economic  situation  in  Tombia  quickly  reflects  on
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Ogbakiri whose economy depends on Tombia and the same is applicable
to  Tombia who also  depend on Ogbakiri  for  agricultural  produce.  The
result of this strong economic tie with Tombia is that Ogbakiri culture is
highly influenced by Tombia culture and Tombia culture is also influenced
by  that  of  Ogbakiri  especially  through marriage  contracts  and cultural
activities. On the whole, Ogbakiri and Tombia has trade contacts that later
influenced the political and socio-culture history of their existence.

The Ogbakiri people are very conscious of this mutual dependence
between them and Tombia and have a saying that  Ojone Tobia, Ojonem
Ogbakiri meaning that when things are bad in Tombia, they will also be
bad in Ogbakiri. The result of this strong economic ties with Tombia and
other  Kalabari  towns  and  villages  is  that  Ogbakiri  culture  is  highly
influenced  by  Tomiba  culture.  More  than  60  percent  of  the  resident
population of Ogbakiri speak Tombia (Kalabari) as a second language and
this helped them during trading activities. In Ogbakiri, the people bear
names  like  Ibiye,  Tonye,  Briggs,  and  Brown  amongst  others  while  in
Ogbakiri, you hear names like Chima, Dimkpa, Elenwo amongst others.
These names are given to their children to promote friendly relationships
between families. A typical Ogbakiri male or female dresses more like a
Tombia  person  than  Ikwerre.  For  instance,  during  traditional  marriage
ceremonies, the brides are adorned with beads on their hands, heads, and
legs. They also tie short wrappers instead of the two pieces up and down
wrappers usually worn by traditional Ogbakiri bride. On the other hand
the groom are dressed in etibo, woko, doni and beads.

The presence of the various rivers that nearly surround Ogbakiri,
namely, the Port Harcourt River, the Egbelu River and the Ikwerre River
enable the people to engage in fishing. Since fishing is but an optional
occupation,  the  people  do  not  produce  enough  fish  for  domestic
consumption  and  so  procure  some  extra  quantity  from  their  Tombia
neighbours. It is because the Tombia people supply them with their extra

Pre-colonial Ikwerre and Kalabari Relations: Reflections on Ogbakiri and Tombia      371



South-South Journal of Humanities and international Studies                    

fish  requirement  that  some  members  of  Ogbakiri  community  do  not
engage in fishing but prefer to farm.

Recommendations
Based on the discussion and findings of this study,  the researchers put
forward the following suggestions.

 The study recommends that scholars should always embark on in-
depth study of all groups in the region irrespective of their size. In
doing this, emphasis should be on objectivity.

 The study of  communities’  relations  should be encouraged.  This
approach should center on the relationship between smaller and
bigger ethnic groups to show their significance in the growth of
each other.

 Relationships established as a result of historical origins should be
promoted.  This  in  no  measure  will  foster  unity,  peace  and
development between the affected groups.

 The  use  of  diplomacy,  tolerance  and  signing  of  peace  treaties
should be encouraged so that conflicts and wars can be averted.

 Marriages,  markets and cultural  centres should be established to
promote intergroup relations.

 Relationships  between groups  should be  devoid of  political  and
economic  marginalization  so  that  no  region  or  group  will  be
neglected.

Conclusion
This work studies Ogbakiri Tombia relation. The study centered on

Ogbakiri Tombia land and environment, historical origin and migrations,
economic, political and socio-cultural developments, their relations and its
impact on the affected communities. The study revealed that Ogbakiri, is
indeed  rich  in  agricultural  resources  considering  her  geographical
location. The study also unveiled that Ogbakiri is made up of six villages
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namely, Oduoha, Okporowo, Rumuoro, Ahai, Rumuokani and Rumu-Ada
which until July, 1987 was affricated to Ada.  The Nigeria Tide of Monday,
July  27,  1987  had  under  the  caption,  community  granted  autonomy,
reported that the Rumu-Ada community in Ogbakiri  had been granted
recognition to  exist  as  an automous village by the  Ogbakiri  council  of
chiefs.

The study also established that Tombia is not a farming community
and that what they usually produced for domestic consumption were tree
crops such as plantain, banana, mango, pawpaw and coconut and a little
of cassava. However, Tombia is predominantly a fishing community and
fishing is  the major occupation.  The town is  surrounded by rivers and
creeks  that  bring  a  lot  of  fishes  and  other  marine  organisms  to  the
surrounding,  mangrove  swamp.  Ogbakiri/Tombia  are  blessed  with
numerous human and natural resources with a rich forest for agricultural
activities, gathering and fishing, which has enhanced their relations in the
time past.

The supplies generated by both communities on their farms and
fishing  activities  are  purchased  by  both  communities.  The  study
established that, the geographical location of both Ogbakiri and Tombia
and its physical features promotes various economic activities between the
two  communities.  Those  economic  activities  include;  fishing,  farming,
lumbering,  local  industries,  trade,  craftwork and many others.  The fast
economic  development  and  the  quest  for  more  land  between  the  two
communities was the major reason for the crisis in the 21st century.

The economic potentials of Ogbakiri and Tombia and their strategic
location gave rise   to group interactions. As both Ogbakiri and Tombia
increased in population, there was the need to relate with other groups in
other to achieve societal goals. Since no group can exist in isolation the
pre-colonial,  colonial and post-colonial eras of Tombia/Ogbakiri  history
should cut across all spheres of human society.
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Primary and Secondary Sources
Primary Sources (Oral interview)

Date Name Place  of
inter-view

Age  of
respondent

Occupation

3/7/2018 Mrs  Sylvaline
Igwe

Ogbakiri 80 Rtd.Civil
Servant

8/07/2018 Stanley
Iworima

Tombia 56 Civil Servant

9/07/2018 Johnson
Elenwo

Ogbakiri 64 Village Head

4/8/2018 Samuel Ene Tombia 70 Rtd  Civil
Servant

11/7/2018 Bongilli Nengi Tombia 65 Clergymen

11/7/2018 Charity
Nwange

Ogbakiri 58 Business
Woman

8/8/2018 Pascal Owhor Ogbakiri 75 Farmer
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