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Abstract 
The study examined textile and fashion as an essential attribute of 

mankind. The work discussed a brief history of textile in Nigeria through 

the Thurstan Shaw Archaeological evidence and the history of textile in 

Easthern part of the country, precisely the history of Akwete weaving in 

Akwete clan in Abia State and the overview of textiles and fashion were 

discussed. The work also outlined the significance of textiles and fashion 

in Nigeria such as socio-cultural, security, religious and Agricultural 

significance. The study concluded that more attention should be given to 

the production of textile raw materials and finished goods. The study 

recommended that government should invest in the farming of cotton and 

silk fibres, attention should be given to fashion and textile industries at the 

same time provide workshops to enhance apprenticeship and solve the 

problem of unemployment. The study also recommends that art schools 

should be equipped with relevant art materials and accessories. 
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Introduction 

Textile takes its origin from the Latin word texere meaning (to weave) from 

fibre. Originally, this was applied to woven fabrics. But it is now also 

applied to natural, and synthetic filaments, yarns and threads as well as to 
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the woven, knitted, felted, tufted, braided, bonded, knotted and embroided 

fabrics produced by mechanical or chemical bonding fibres (Encarta, 2009). 

 

Okeke (2002:25) also bottressed that ‘textile’ encompasses vast number of 

fabrics produced by weaving, knitting, felting, embroidery, and other 

methods. 

 It extended its application to the component of fibres, such as silk, wool, 

cotton, line, rayon and nylon of such fabrics. This field of visual art 

encompasses the pattern making process, rather it is a process from the raw 

material into finished product. 

 

Fashion is a distinct and often constant trend of the style in which people 

present themselves. A fashion can become the prevailing style in behaviour 

of people or becomes the newest creation of a designer. In the beginning, 

the first type of clothing worn by man were leaves. This took place in the 

Garden of Eden when Adam and Eve discovered they were naked. They 

used the leaves to cover their private parts only. 

 

After this era, primitive men were known to have worn animal skins, 

extract from man’s preys (Omuaru, 2002:85). The existence of fabric in the 

eastern part of Nigerians is traced to the Igbo –Ukwu. 

 

Costume is a regular term associated to some particular type of fashion. 

Costumes are special fanciful dresses, jewelries and in some cases 

traditional dresses for some occasions.  

 

Oxford Dictionary (2015) defines costume as clothes worn by people from 

a particular place or during a particular historical period. It is also the cloths 

worn by actors in a play or film/movies of an individual or group that 

reflects their class, gender, profession, ethnicity or nationality. Costumes 

are used while acting drama on stage, use for traditional outing such as 
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chieftaincy coronation, wrestling, dancing, traditional marriages, burial 

ceremonies and others. 

 

In the life of man, there are some special and important sphere of human 

existence that cannot be over emphasized. The act of clothing and fashion 

was not a mistake in the history of mankind. The human body is such a 

shameful part that the world have been very ugly without clothen and 

fashion. 

 

History of Textiles in Eastern Nigeria 

Textile in Nigeria existed before the coming of the European. 

Archaeological evidence of the earliest textile in Nigeria dated to the 9th 

century A.D is formed in Thustan Shaw (1970:220-244). Shaw’s finding 

revealed that best fibre was used for the woven structures excavated. The 

13th century A.D archaeological excavation in Benin also revealed that 

cotton was used for the material found. Therefore these are to show that 

textile production existed in Nigeria before the advent of European. In 

eastern Nigeria the production of fabric began in Akwefe, Ndoki clean of 

Abia State Nigeria. 

 

Originally Akwate cloth was women from hand – spun yearns produced 

from locally grown cotton. Okeke (1996:42). The waving tradition in seems 

like a mystery, though history has it that one Dada Nkwakata is said to be 

pioneer weaver of Akwete fabrics. The woman exhibited highly 

outstanding profession skill, she invented and wove hundreds of new 

patterns with imported cotton threads which made her fabrics more 

outstanding here in Nigeria and outside. Chukueggu and Ogu (2013), 

Posits that the highly ornamented indicate woven design in the Akwete 

fabrics is credited to the acclaimed pioneer weaver. On this same view, 

Adetoro (1984) also affirmed Akwete weaving as one of Nigeria traditional 

textile which can be used to communicate evocative message that 

represents part of their life or those around them and home unique looks 
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and meanings. The fabrics is woven on the vertical broad handloom or 

women’s loom this type of loom is produced in wide single panels, each of 

the panel is sufficient for a wrapper size. 

 

The designs and style of the Akwete fabrics are adopted by the weavers 

personal ideas and inspiration. Chudi – Duru (2017) narrated that many 

view motifs that form patterns that symbolism’s lots of things have been 

incorporated in the recent woven Akwete cloth in the same vain, 

Chukueggu (1998) posits that the weavers of Akwate fabric make use of 

cultural oriented motifs which they intermarry with modern forms and 

concepts harmoniously. The designs have different names and meanings. 

There are designs for married women, widows or divorce, about to be 

married (engaged ladies), there are different motifs and designs for 

different ceremonies. 

 

The modern Akwete is produced with lighter weave styles, in brilliant 

glittering colours. These fabrics of Akwete people are not consumed by the 

Igbo’s only, the cloth is highly patronized by other parts of Nigerians 

mainly the southern Nigeria such as Rivers and Bayelsa state. Is very 

important to note that Akwete fabrics have names, The fabrics are either 

tagged the weavers name or a name inspired by the weaver of the fabrics. 

 

Textiles production is one area that is of great importance to the citizens of 

Nigeria at large. Textile production of different sorts is being practiced in 

many parts of eastern Nigeria and different art workshops are showcasing 

textiles practice in different ways; such as batik, weaving, tie and dye, 

sewing, embroidery, printing and others.  

 

Batik 

Batik has been around for ages, yet is not old fashioned. Royalty wears it at 

fancy receptions, as do traders at local market places. It is beautiful, 

colourful, and incredibly varied (Awake 06/2012, 22-23). According to the 
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same source, there are traditional ways of wearing, folding and making 

batik that are influenced by local beliefs and superstitions in Indonesia. 

Many of the Indonesia’s provinces have their own typical batik colours and 

motifs. 

 

This craft called batik is universally accepted to describe the resist method 

of applying a substance such as melted wax or a past of flour, corn, cassava 

or rice to the surface of a fabric to form designs. The world “batik” is 

Indonesian in origin and means to write with wax. When the applied 

substance hardens, it resists dyes and when it is removed, the design of the 

reserved area remains, showing a light pattern against the dyed 

background (Polakoff, 1982). 

 

Batik method is a resist process for making designs on fabrics. The 

application of wax on the fabric is to block some portions of the fabrics to 

prevent dyes from penetration as to achieve the desired designs. Batik is 

beautiful and very attractive. 

 

The dyeing of textiles with indigenous dyes is a popular traditional craft 

among many Nigerian people including the Hausa and Nupe in the 

Northern Nigeria (especially around Kano, Sokoto, Zaria and Bida) as well 

as the Tiv in the Middle Belt region and the Yoruba in Southern Nigeria 

(especially around Osogbo often known as the ‘home of dyeing’), Ilorin, 

Ondo, Ibadan, Ogbomoso, Oyo and Abeokuta (Eicher, 1976:58). 

 

Tie and Dye 

Tie-dye pattern is another dyeing technique on fabric. The tieing  method 

has many pattern variations. Patterns are formed by tieing pebbles on 

different parts of the fabrics to achieve a design. Designs are also achieved 

in tie and dye through folding the fabrics in different manners then tied 

with twine for desired pattern. The twines are loosen after dyeing the fabric. 

Stitching method is also part of tie and dye, the use of hand needle is 
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employed with sewing thread. The fabrics are tightly stitched using a 

particular style to achieve a design. Northern Nigeria and the Yorubas in 

the western Nigeria also use this method of dyeing fabric. 

  

Weaving 

Weaving is a technique of fabric production. It consists of intertwining of 

two separate yarns or threads at right angle to form a fabric or cloth. Cloth 

weaving is practiced in different parts of Nigeria. This craft is for both men 

and women but both do not use the same type of loom for weaving. The 

women use upright loom, while the men use narrow, horizontal loom. The 

upright loom produces wide stripes of cloth. The narrow, horizontal loom 

produces long thin band of material.  

 

Woven cloths are of different colours. It could be woven on one colour or 

multi-colours. In Nigeria, one of the popular woven cloths are the Akwete 

cloth in Abia State.  Akwete fabric is named after the name of the 

community,  Akwete is located in Ndoki Clan in Ukwa local government 

area of Abia State. History has it that Akwete fabric began existing in 17th 

and 18th century and its existence was traced to a woman known as Dada 

Nkwakata. Akwete weaving is an old tradition of the Ndoki people, 

historically it is a profession for the female folks in Akwete. According to 

Chukueggu and Ogu (2015), the Akwete weavers are changing to suit the 

technology. New materials and methods are acquired inorder to meet the 

need of the people. Today, the scope of  Akwete fabric weaving has 

broadened that some other vocational / skill acquisition centres outside 

Akwete Ndoki Clan are practicing this weaving. Apart from Akwete 

community, fabric weaving is also practiced in different parts of southern 

and northern Nigerian. 
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Textile Printing  

Textile printing is the process of applying colours to fabric in definite 

patterns.  In printing different method could be employed, it could be done 

manually or mechanically. In fabric printing, wooden blocks, engraved 

plate, stencils, screen printing and roller are methods that could be used to 

make beautiful prints on fabrics. Screen printing is a printing technique 

whereby a mesh is used to transfer ink onto a substrate. The open areas of 

the screen will print on the fabric. Screen printing could be single or multi-

colour printing on fabrics. 

 

Sewing  

According to Fischer (2009) clothing construction is defined as the 

foundation of clothing and fashion design. Cole and Czachor (2008) also 

explain that clothing construction refers to the stitching of garments and all 

the sewing techniques involved in the process. With these definitions, one 

is aware that cloth construction or garment making is a major skill in 

sewing. The art of sewing is the moving force in fashion world, therefore it 

is very important to know the techniques involved in sewing to enable the 

designer in making attractive apparels. 

 

Sewing in Nigeria is an age long craft which began by amending and 

sewing cloths with hand needles till the introduction of hand sewing 

machines which later moved to foot matching machines but today in 

Nigeria all kind of sewing machines are within the reach of fashion 

designers and this has helped fashion designers tremendously in 

competing favorably with fashion designers of some other countries.  

 

Embroidery  

Embroidery is the craft of decorating fabric or other materials using a 

needle to apply thread or yarn. In Nigeria, the art of decorating clothing 

with embroidery apparently has a long tradition in Hausa and Nupe 
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society, and is used on many types of garments from Hausa farmers’ cloth 

to riding robes and ceremonial apparel (Eicher, 1976:83).  

 

The embroidery designs depend on the class of person. Gorgeous, 

voluminous robe with intricate embroidery are symbols of prestigious or 

high ranking person in Nupe and Hausa but presently, embroidery is an art 

that is fashionable in all parts of Nigeria. Embroidery has improved from 

the traditional designs to modern designs. This improvement made it more 

popular in the western and southern part of Nigeria.  

 

An Overview of Textiles and Fashion 

The use of cloth started from the beginning of life. It is recorded in the Holy 

Bible that it was the disobedience of man to God that revealed the 

nakedness of Adam and Eve. It was on this note that the first cloths worn 

by man were leaves. After this time came the primitive era, and the clothing 

that existed then were animal skins. These animal skins were only used to 

cover the lower region (private part). Man toyed for several thousands of 

years before the existence of textile. 

 

Textile is an essential commodity. It is as important as food is to man. The 

use of textile product is beyond the clothing man wears, it covers every of 

our daily dealings. The entire activities of man cannot be complete without 

textile, cloth or fashion. The houses we live in is covered with door and 

window blinds, beddings, sitting room chairs, cushions are all covered with 

fabrics, our offices, cars, wall hangings and others have the touch of fabrics. 

In the entire world, it is so glaring that textiles and fashion has played a 

major role in the life of man. 

 

Fashion is defined as a conceived method of enhancing the beauty and 

dignity of human body, such method includes subtraction, addition and 

extraction (Okeke, 1996:36). It is obvious that our lives are dependent on 

fashion. The Ancient Arab custom of tattooing is firmly established in the 
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Northern states, and is now fashionable in certain rural areas among the 

Yoruba and other tribes (Ngeri, 1976:13). Tattooing is a fashion that has 

taken over almost all the celebrities and some of our Nigerian youths. The 

trends in fashion are dynamic, and because of its dynamic nature, new 

fabrics, new fashion styles evolve on daily basis.  

 

Omuaru (2002:87) gave some functions of clothing. They are: 

 

(a) Coverage: It is very necessary and essential that every sane human 

being must cover his/her body before going to the public. 

(b) Protection: The human skin needs to be protected. Our body needs 

protection against insects, weather condition (hot sun, harmattan 

and others). With clothes, human body is protected against 

mosquitoes and also protects us from loosing our smooth and 

beautiful skins. 

(c) Beautification: The glamour of cloth, textiles or fabrics is the crazy 

aspect of it. Everybody loves beautiful outfits and decorations. It is 

one of the major things textile does in the lives of man, good look 

and good environment gives us joy and better living.  

 

The fashion accessories are not left out. Majority of the accessories are 

products of fabrics such as bags, shoes, hats, caps, head gears and others. 

Fashion accessories are the moving touch that puts any apparel on the lime 

light for elegant appearance. 

 

Significance of Textiles and Fashion in Nigeria  

The economic advantages of a country from textiles manufactured goods 

are enormous. Textiles provide economic boost to many countries. There 

are two main categories of textiles - The conventional textiles and technical 

textiles. 
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 (1)  Conventional Textiles: These are made primarily for aesthetic and 

secondary use. They are clothings and decorative items such as 

throw pillows. 

(2)  Technical Textiles: These group of textiles are made primarily for 

functions but could also be aesthetically pleasing. Examples of 

technical textiles are air filter in your vacuum is a textile product.  

 

As mentioned early, man cannot live without textile products. The 

production of building materials without natural and synthetic fibre would 

have been impossible. 

 

Socio-Cultural Significance 

Nigerians value culture so much and culture is said to be the totality of man 

and his environs, which includes language, dressing, norms, and others. 

The traditional textile of Nigeria is highly cherished. The individual wealth 

is measured according to your quality of traditional textiles. In the western 

part of the country, Aso-Oke and Adire is preferable. In Igbo land, the men 

and women use Akwete as traditional fabric, the Idoma’s also use their 

traditional woven fabric. In the southern part of the country, Indian Madras 

wrapper popularly called George became adopted. The dyed fabrics from 

the northern area and that of Yoruba have prints of traditional motifs and 

these motifs depict the culture of the people and at the same time 

showcasing the socio-cultural factors of Nigeria.  
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Plate 1: Igbo women on Akwete attire for cultural display  

Source: Researcher 

            Year:     2020  
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Plate 2: Akwete Weaver and Her Collections 

  Source: Researchers 

  Year: 2020   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plate 3: Akwete fabric on  weaving process 

  Source: Researcher 

  Year: 2020 
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Plate 4: Akwete Woven Fabrics  

  Source: Researcher 

  Year: 2020 

 

Security Significance 

The security of Nigeria is another area where textile plays a high role in 

national growth. Security men are the Army, the Navy, Airforce, the Police, 

Civil Defence among others. The camouflage clothing, bags, shoes, 

caps/hats are the strength of security personnels, all are derived from 

textiles and this is a strong form of national growth.  

 

Religious Significance 

Religious dresses is one area where textiles and fashion design are 

elaborately displayed. The dress of the Anglican and Catholic clergy is 

beautifully designed using different motifs that are very meaningful in their 

religion. It is also clear that these clergies have the financial strength for 

numerous clergy dresses.              
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The African traditional leaders also wear different types of textile regalia 

during their outing or feast. This also has positive impact in the religious 

and cultural lives of Nigerians. 

 

Agricultural Significance 

Farming in Nigeria is done in vast manner. The farmers’ clothings such as 

hand gloves, caps, nose masks, coverall, and others, are all made from 

textile. These farm gadgets will be worn before the pest control chemicals 

and fertilizers are applied on crops. These are parts of the benefits derived 

from textile products. 

 

Furthermore, textile factories and some other small scale factories owned 

by different individuals also provides job for some citizens of Nigeria for 

life sustenance. There are textile workshops owned by individuals in 

different parts of Nigeria. Lots of the skill acquisitions centres has turned 

out many textile designers either as fabric producers (tie and dye, batik, 

producers), fashion designers, (Taylors or embroidery designers) and 

others Textile production in Nigeria has kept and still keeping food on the 

table of many Nigerians. 

 

Conclusion 

Textiles and fashion are viable entrepreneurial tools that has contributed to 

the growth of many countries in the world. The practice of textiles and 

fashion in Nigeria be given more attention for greater productivities both 

in raw materials and on finished goods. The continuous practice of all sorts 

of textiles and fashion products both in small and large scale productions 

will take Nigeria and its citizens to a greater height. 

 

In the area of raw materials, Nigeria needs to invest on the production of 

cotton fiber and also make adequate plans on how to produce silk fibre  for 

the expansion of textile product in our country Nigeria. Most of our textile 
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industries are not functioning, but these are industries that should be 

yielding so much income for this nation. 

 

Recommendations  

 This paper is recommending that our government should pay more 

attention on textile and fashion products. Based on the discussion, 

this area (textile and fashion) is very lucrative.  

 The government should invest in the farming of cotton fibers as it 

were in the early period of Nigeria. 

 Fashion and textile industries should be given fast attention, there 

should be government textiles and fashion workshops fully 

equipped to enhance apprenticeship and also solve the problem of 

unemployment.  

 Art schools should be equipped with the relevant art – textiles 

accessories and materials. With these points, if adhered to and 

carried out, there will be improvement in our economy and the 

entrepreneurial skill will increase greatly. 
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