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Abstract 

Nigeria sovereign nation, more than anything else, the greatest obstacle to the 
nascent democracy is the neglect of education/research for Nigerian citizens in 
nation building, as evidenced by the spate of armed robbery attacks, political 
assassinations, religious conflicts and education/research, appropriate research 
methodology coupled with the seeming helplessness of security agencies to 
handle criminal acts The focus of this paper is to Evaluate the Appropriate 
Research Methodology For Social Science Research. Universities all over the world 
and particularly in Nigeria often provide the philosophical drive, and in some 
cases, the front-line troops for social change, including revolutions and, 
occasionally centre of excellence. Consequently, what is happening in the 
universities in Nigeria should be a major concern for stakeholders. The 
universities must be competent in the production of highly knowledgeable, skillful 
and morally sound individual that can propel the nation’s economy into 
development especially in the face of the global trend. This expectation can only 
be achieved through quality teaching-learning and research. The challenges faced 
by universities are enormous and if not adequately addressed, some may turn to 
outright crises. In the course of this study, the Evaluation of Appropriate 
Methodology For Social Science Research in Nigeria were brought to the fore while 
the objectives of the study were well spelt out.  Hypotheses were postulated and 
the Group  Theory was used to explicate the works.  Data were obtained from both 
primary and secondary sources. From the primary sources, the survey method, 
that is, the use of questionnaire were designed and adopted. Data obtained from 
this method were analyzed with the aid of Simple Percentage.  Thereafter, the five 
researchable hypotheses were tested and accepted while the null hypotheses were 
rejected.  The implication is that there was relationship between the dependent 
and independent variables.  Generally, the paper brought to focus that Evaluation 
of Appropriate Methodology for Social Science Research in Nigeria  is a task that 
must be done with collective efforts of all stakeholders for the growth and 
development of universities in Nigeria. In a nutshell, this paper suggests policy 
prescription and recommendation which are aimed at repositioning universities  
in Nigeria. Finally, this paper however, painstakingly appraises several of these 
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issues and concludes that all stakeholders in the federal polity should thread 
softly, be objective, rational, altruistic and magnanimous in order not to make the 
existence of true federalism (social, education, political and economic cohesive 
existence of the people, peace and tranquility) a fleeting illusion and a mirage. 
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Introduction  
Nigeria sovereign nation, more than anything else, the greatest obstacle to the nascent 
democracy is the neglect of severance allowances for Nigerian citizens in nation building, 
as evidenced by the spate of armed robbery attacks, political assassinations, religious 
conflicts and education funding coupled with the seeming helplessness of security 
agencies to handle criminal acts (Uhunmwuangho and Epelle, 2007). The situation is 
worsened by the increasing number of uneducated Nigerians some of whom are ready 
recruits for criminal activities (Nigerian Tribune, 2002). The above statement from an 
editorial comment by a national daily in Nigeria indeed epitomises the central focus of this 
paper, the aim of which is to analyze the Management of Higher Education for democratic 
sustainability in  Nigeria. The question of choice of appropriate research methodology has 
captured the attention of university managers.  Governing Councils of Universities have 
also made this issue a critical prerequisite in their quest for excellence (Uhunmwuangho, 
2007). 
 
According to Natufe (2006:1), the issue of choice and appropriate research methodology 
has gained universal currency and acceptance, and universities are seeking appropriate 
mechanisms to enhance the role of governance by making it more transparent, 
accountable, responsive, effective and responsible to their constituencies. In this respect, 
several social science researches have been carried out by practitioners off public 
administration by employing different methodological approaches. 
 
The focus of this paper is to critically evaluate the choice of appropriate research 
methodology for social science research. Research is a vital tool in human endeavour, 
especially in the social sciences.  In the developed countries of G8 and third world 
countries there is increasing need to push the frontiers of knowledge towards the re-
conceptualisation of the notions of appropriate methodology or strategy particularly on 
social science research, thus addressing perennial problems of research process and 
procedure. Many social science researches have been carried out by practitioners of pubic 
administration by employing different methodological approaches. As knowledge 
develops, social scientists perceived a difference or discrepancy between what exists and 
what is desired, there is a feeling of the need to correct the discrepancy, or there is an 
awareness of ignorance of doubt about what needs to be done, thus resolve to find 
conditions under which a certain phenomenon occurs and the conditions under which it 
does not occur in what might appear to be similar circumstances (Alimi, 2007). 
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However, the normative survey technique is the most popular and commonest method of 
gathering data in the social science researches.  The purpose is to discover relevant effects 
and interrelationships of sociological, psychological and attitudinal variables from a given 
population. The inherent advantage of the survey research is that of large scope; small and 
large populations can be studied through the selection and study of samples selected from 
the universe of study to discover the relative incidence, distribution and interrelations of 
variables previously articulated.  The behaviour of the phenomenon being studied could 
be described, explained and predicted accordingly (Alimi, 2007). Besides, there are 
phenomena that researchers could not observe directly because they are not accessible, 
hence, the need for the researcher to collect data from the sample population that have 
cognate experience of the phenomena under study.  All these are done through the 
questionnaire, personal interview, panel survey design, telephone survey and controlled 
observation as the case may be. 
 
In a nutshell, what types of research methodologies exist? What are the strength and 
weaknesses of each.  And also which of the methodology varieties is appropriate to the 
chosen field of study? Answers to the foregoing questions will enable the researcher 
choose the appropriate research methodology for the preferred study (Alimi, 2007).  
Furthermore, different types of strategies exist in the social sciences viz:  
(i) Historical research method   (ii) Quantitative Research 
(iii) Qualitative Research            (iv) Ethnographic Research 
(v) Summary Case Study   (vi)  Descriptive Research 
(vii) Experimental Research  (viii)  Normative Survey Research etc., (Agbonifoh and 
Yomere,1999) 
 
Problems 

It is not difficult to see that our country is brimming with frustrated young men and 
women. The more desperate among them form cult, kidnapping and armed robbery 
groups and take it out on the society. Sadly, their victims are not in a position to make 
things better for them. You are looking at the unacceptable face of a monumental national 
scandal. So many institutions, so few opportunities for the training of our leaders of 
tomorrow. The problem is that the big people do not see this as a major national scandal. 
 
Man’s inquisitiveness had led to more systematic investigation of phenomena.  For a sure 
and reliable results, the search may continue over and over again. Most Social Science 
research problems are traceable to methodological aspect of social science research itself. 
The identification of the problem to be research upon is compounded with the notion that 
with many social problems around, it will be easy to select a problem area.  But several of 
these problems are not scientific, nor researchable, not practicable methodologically or 
financially (Osuala, 2007) 
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There are also problems associated with the use of questionnaire and interview method.  
There is the issue of the type of questions to be asked and the decision to either use open-
ended or close-ended questions is not an easy one. Numerous questions associated with 
field research which involves direct observation of social phenomena in their natural 
settings.  The problems here are collection and gathering of reliable and valid data, the 
application of controlled probability sampling techniques which may border on the 
objectivity of the researcher  (Aghayere, 2008). 
 
The problem of normative survey research is how to control the degree of flexibility and 
versatility in the latter stages of investigation, the problem that precludes a definite or 
specific test of crucial hypothesis.  Besides, the research has to grapple with the 
impediment of how to make adequate and definite description, explanation and prediction 
of the behaviour of the phenomena under study at a particular time.  To this and some 
relevant questions that the paper seeks to answer towards sketching alternative path ways 
are inter-alia: 

(i) To what extent is the chosen methodology appropriate in improving 
questionnaire design? 

(ii) Has the preferred methodology adequately addressed the weaknesses or the 
problems of the research procedure/process? 

(iii) Has it contributed substantial to knowledge? 
(iv) Is the strategy capable of sketching alternative path ways? 

 

Objective   

The specific objectives are: 
1. To identify and analyze the most appropriate methodology in social science 

research. 
2. To examine specifically the survey research process 
3. To make a critique of research procedures in social science research 
4. To access and improve questionnaire design. 
5. To address inherent weaknesses associated with social science research 

methodology. 
 
Hypotheses   
In order to achieve the above objectives, the following research hypotheses were 
formulated:  

1. There is no significant relationship between the identity and appropriate research 
methodology 

2 There is no significant relationship between specialty of survey and research 
process. 

3.    There is no significant relationship between critique of research  
 procedures and social science research.  
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     4.  There is no significant relationship between the access and improved  
          questionnaire design. 

5. There is no significant relationship between inherent weaknesses associated and 
social science appropriate research method. 

 
Theoretical Exposition 
The particular theory that can sufficiently act as guide for the analysis of issues in this 
paper   is Scientific Research Approach.  The  theory framework is perhaps the most 
ambitious methodology in the study of social sciences. The most distinctive characteristic 
of the Scientific Research Approach to the conduct of evaluation, choice, political and 
democratic analysis is the scientific research method assumption which sees society, the 
education, political, management process and the entire political process as nothing but a 
gigantic network of interacting groups.  The exponents and principle promoters of the 
scientific research approach is Babbies (1985), he  is of the view that in every research 
method, the scientific method is the most reliable which was developed through inductive 
reasoning and later included deductive method. The scientific method of research is a 
systematic process of inquiry involving interdependent parts and it has series of steps 
which methodology is a part and these steps have to be followed according to each subject 
discipline. 
 
Therefore, all research activities, whether in the physical, social or behavioural  sciences 
today are all guided by the framework of the scientific approach to inquiry based on 
Dewey’s analysis of the process of reflective thinking.  The process of reflective thinking is 
what has led to the present day scientific method of inquiry which methodology is a part. 
Therefore, methodology is part of the research process..  For instance, methodology in 
research in social science  is part of the scientific method in research.  Accordingly, 
Nachmias and Nachmias (1981) postulated that research involves the diligent systematic 
and scientific inquiry planned to discover or raise theories, facts and applications.  
 
In a nutshell, this framework is associated with this work because of the characteristic 
nature of the choice of appropriate methods that make up the polity under study.  For 
example, the nature of perpetual struggle for appropriate methodology chosen and 
admonition over each other by major social variables.  
 
Methodology 
This research adopted a descriptive survey method.  The method was based on selected 
Faculties of the University of Benin in Edo State and University of Ibadan, Oyo State, 
Nigeria.  The scope of the study is therefore restricted to only Eight Faculties of both 
University e.g. Faculties of Arts, Agriculture, Education, Engineering, Life Science, 
Management Sciences, Physical Science and Social Sciences which are the focal point.  The 
population of the study consist of 1,054 respondents, base on two categories (Senior 
Lecturer – Professor and Graduate Assistant – Lecturer I)  (see table one below).  Out of 
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this number, nine  hundred and seventy one of them met our criteria and therefore form 
our sample size as can be seen in table one below:   

 
Table 1: Population of Study/ 
Rate of Returned Survey Questionnaire 
 

S/No University of 
Benin/Faculties 

Category of 
Respondents 

No. of 
Returned 
Questionnaires 

No. of Not 
Returned/Invalid 
Questionnaires 

Total No. of 
Sampled 
Respondents 

1. 
 

Arts Sir – Professor         16        6       
       31 Graduate Asst - 

Lecturer I 
         5        4 

2. 
 

Agriculture Sir – Professor         17        8  
       31 Graduate Asst - 

Lecturer I 
        4        2 

3. Education Snr – Professor         18        7  
       32 Graduate Asst - 

Lecturer I 
         4         3 

4. Engineering Snr – Professor          15          7  
         31 Graduate Asst - 

Lecturer I 
          6          3 

S/No University of 
Ibadan/Faculties 

Category of 
Respondents 

No. of 
Returned 
Questionnaires 

No. of Not 
Returned/Invalid 
Questionnaires 

Total No. of 
Sampled 
Respondents 

5. 
 

Life Science Snr – Professor         17          6       
       32 Graduate Asst -  

Lecturer I 
         5          4 

6. 
 

Management 
Sciences 

Snr – Professor         17          8  
       31 Graduate Asst - 

Lecturer I 
        4          2 

7. Physical Science Snr – Professor         18        7  
       31 Graduate Asst -  

Lecturer I 
         4         3 

8. 
 

Social Sciences Snr – Professor         16        6       
       31 Graduate Asst -  

Lecturer I 
         5        4 

TOT
AL 

        170        80      250 

Source: Field Survey 2019. 
 

Both Primary and Secondary sources of data were explored in trying to generate data for 
this study  The specific information required for the study was an Evaluation of the Choice 
of Appropriate Methodology For Social Science Research in Nigeria Universities, 
University of Benin and University of Ibadan as a focal point. The questionnaire formed 
the main instrument used in generating primary data, while documented information  that 
are relevant to this study, constituted the secondary source of  data. To compliment the 
information received through the questionnaire, respondents were also interviewed.    As 
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the research is based on attitude and opinions, the statistical tools employed in analyzing 
responses include, tables and simple percentages.  Out of  the one thousand and fifty four  
copies of the questionnaire distributed to the respondents, nine hundred and seventy one  
studied were duly completed and returned in a useable form.  The Statistical Package for 
Social Sciences (SPSS) was used for the data analysis.   
 
Data Analysis 
Of all the nine hundred and seventy one  respondents, eighty (47%) of them are married; 
fifty (29%) are single while twenty one (13%) are divorced and the remaining nineteen 
(11%) are either widow or widowers.  Thirty (18%) of them are within the age bracket of 
18 – 25, Fifty (29%) are between the age bracket of 26-35; while eighty (47%) are within the 
age bracket of 36-45 and the remaining forty six years and above are ten (6%).  
 
TABLE 2: Hypothesis 1  

There is no significant relationship between the identity and appropriate research 
methodology 

Responses No. of Respondents Percentage 

Yes 670 65 

No 301 35 

Total 971 100 

Source: Statistical Analysis 
 
Table 2 above shows that 670 (65%) of the total respondents agreed that there is 
relationship between the identity and appropriate research methodology in University of 
Benin and University of Ibadan. 
Therefore, the hypothesis one which states that there is no significant 
relationship between the identity and appropriate research methodology in University of 
Benin and University of Ibadan  were accepted. 
 
TABLE 3:   Hypothesis 2  

There is no significant relationship between specialty of survey and research process. 

         Responses      No. of Respondents       Percentage 

Yes           715            62 

No           256            38 

Total           971           100 

Source: Statistical Analysis 
 
Table 3 shows that 715 (62%) of the respondents agreed that the specialty of survey have 
no discretionary powers to impose any research method which is responsible for several 
complaints from Academic Staff of both University. 
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TABLE 4: Hypothesis 3 

There is no significant relationship between critique of research procedures and social 
science research 

        Responses No. of Respondents Percentage 

Yes 740 71 

No 230 29 

Total 971 100 

Source: Statistical Analysis 
 
Table 4 shows that 740 (71%) of the respondents agreed that other Universities  adopt 
appropriate research methods as captured in the questionnaires sampled which have 
aroused the conclusion of staff of both University while 230 (29%) disagreed with the 
opinion. 
 
Therefore, the hypothesis which states that  there is no significant relationship between  
critique of research procedure and social science research subsequently is accepted.  
 
Findings  Based On Hypotheses  
Based on the analysis of the hypotheses, all the research hypotheses were positive which 
implies that  
(Hr) 1-3 were accepted.   
 More so, the study revealed that there are discrepancies in the choice of 
appropriate research methodology in the Universities investigated and which have 
angered most staff to question the rationale for the inappropriate policy. 

   See figure 1 below  for more details of Nigeria Political map. 
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Figure 1: Political map of Nigeria 
Source: Wilkipedia catched 20 November, 2019. 

 
Conclusion and Recommendations 

From our discussion so far, we have pointed out some parameters to be taken into 
cognizance before selecting the most appropriate methodology in social science research, 
steps in improving questionnaire design and construction have also been adumbrated. 
Besides, the problems of the preferred methodology and how to address its weakness have 
also been espoused in this work, e.g. the sample survey method and the extent to which it 
pushes the frontiers of knowledge forward (Alimi, 2007). 
 
Conclusively, this paper revealed that there are discrepancies in the choice of appropriate 
research methodology in Universities investigated. Conversely most Academic staff are 
worried of what will be the outcome, even when there are several academic scholars 
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postulating on the need to have a universal choice of appropriate research methodology in 
social sciences. 
 
Consequently, Social Sciences have a defined methodology for the pursuit of knowledge.  
The method is an adaptation of the method used in Physical and Biological Sciences.  All 
attempts by Social Scientists to adopt and apply the scientific method has met some strong 
limitations amongst which are: 

(a) inability to have iron cast laws in social sciences which can be said to apply 
immutably to  all situations which they relate. 

(b) value problem affect all social scientists because It deals with fellow human 
beings. Thus, our values and those of our subjects could affect or views and 
consequently reduce our objectivity. 

(c) in social science experiments, there is the difficulty of holding all other factors  
constant or under strict control. There is in many occasions a lot of interplay 
of extraneous variables which consequently affects the reliability of the 
research outcome (Agbonifoh and Yomere, 1999). 

Arising from the result of the analysis and the conclusion made there from, the following 
recommendations are hereby made: 
(1)  In the application of research methodology by social scientists in their research 
endeavours, critical consideration is needed in relation to the nature of topic or problem 
being studies. 
(2) The above assertion becomes imperative in order to get reliable and accurate 
research outcomes.  The result of the research should be reliable and the whole process 
leading to the realized outcome should be capable of being repeated. 
(3) In the consideration of a research methodology in social science research, the pitfalls 
and critical areas of each methodology should be known. This will enable the researcher 
to be adequately equipped and select an applicable methodology. 
 If the recommendations encapsulated so far in this paper are meticulously 
implemented, the adoption of sample survey research strategy will surely contribute 
immensely to knowledge in Social Science Research.  
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