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Abstract 
In the traditional Nigerian society, child upbringing is an inter-mutual 

effort by both the immediate (biological) and extended (communal/social 

families). The essence is to raise a balanced individual who is able to 

understand, appreciate, conform to and uphold the societal norms and 

ancestral heritage (culture). Such a person should be able to perpetuate 

same and in addition, effectively relate with peers and contemporaries 

within socially accepted norms irrespective of any primordial affiliations. 

Various means are then employed in this socialization process. Among the 

Obolo (Andoni) in Rivers State, Nigeria, such elements include dance, 

songs and folklores, festivals, age grade system, social symbols and 

initiatory rites. However, with the wave of modernity sweeping across the 

indigenous milieu, the child appears to be at crossroads in determining 

the relevance or suitability of these elements. Conversely, modern 

elements of socialization include the church, media, school and workplace 

with sometimes stupendous claims. This study therefore examines the 

impact of these seeming competing elements on the child and society 

drawing from the Obolo (Andoni) traditional setting. Adopting the 

descriptive survey method, it was discovered that the child grows up 

confused, ignorant and withdrawn from the traditional cultural setting 

while not equally able to reasonably fit into the modern demand. 

Consequent pragmatic steps are offered in mitigating this latitude.  
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Introduction 

Social interaction is a major part of human life. To comply with this, human 

behaviour is guided by socially acceptable patterns which may be 

repetitive. According to Thompson and Hickey (2002), these patterns of 

interaction found among individuals, groups, organizations and societies, 

have five basic elements, which are exchange, cooperation, competition, 

conflict and coercion. This expected form of conduct is found in all human 

societies. It is the desire to bring about a proper response to this that leads 

to the process called socialization. Fundamental to every society is culture. 

Thus, every society looks forward to a situation where its inhabitants 

conform to the demands and dictates of its culture. The drive is that the 

child would be brought up in a way as to understand, appreciate, integrate, 

uphold and disseminate this heritage with peers and contemporaries 

irrespective of whatever primordial affiliations.  

 

The main thrust of this paper is to examine how this is done in a world of 

change using the traditional and modern means and by implication their 

impact both on the child and the larger society through the descriptive 

surveys with Obolo (Andoni) as a case study.  

 

Theoretical framework 

This work is underpinned in the structural-functional theory of social 

change. Every society has a structure and every institution or element 

approved or adopted for the strengthening of same has functions. The 

theory was adopted in examining the issue of the seeming conflict between 

traditional and modern means of socializing the Nigerian child in the 

indigenous culture in terms of their impact on the child and society. It is the 

submission here that since change is inevitable, the peculiarity and efficacy 

of these elements should be thoroughly examined to the extent that any 

which runs contrary to the progress of the society should either be adjusted 

or discarded. Structural-functionalism emphasizes stability and enhancing 

effects of institutions hence the unifying and self-defining function 
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especially of the means of socialization is being strong strongly canvassed. 

As the basis for collective cultural identity, doing so would enhance the 

cultural norms and values of the people with the imposition of appropriate 

sanctions on deviants as and when necessary. 

 

Background of Obolo (Andoni) 

The Obolo also called Andoni is an ethnic group located in both Rivers and 

Akwa Ibom States. Obolo equally refers to the language of the people. The 

Obolo in Akwa- Ibom state constitute the present Eastern Obolo local 

government, with relations from the Ibeno stock. However, this study 

dwells on Western Obolo found in Rivers State located at the extreme 

southeast of the Niger delta of Nigeria, within latitudes 4 0  N and longitude 

7-8.35E  along the Atlantic coast. It is bordered on the north by the Ogoni 

and Ndoki and on the East by the Ibibio while the Atlantic Ocean (Okwuan 

ile) forms the southern boundary. They live along the River Andoni 

formerly known as “The Rio De San Domingo” (Alagoa 1972). Constituted 

into a Local government area with over two hundred settlements, its 

headquarters is at Ngo.  

 

Conceptual clarifications 

Socialization: The strong influence of social experiences in shaping human 

beings cannot be overemphasized. For a child, the behaviours are 

consequences of the care, nurture and guidance of others. This comes 

through interaction with others which is primarily called socialization. As 

a lifelong process which provides the link between the individual and the 

society, Thomson and Hickey defined it as a process in which we learn and 

internalize the attitudes, values, beliefs and norms of our culture and develop a 

sense of self (p. 82). As an element which connects different generations to 

another, Giddens et al (2005) describes it as the process whereby the helpless 

infant gradually becomes a self-aware, knowledgeable person, skilled in the ways of 

the culture into which he or she was born (p.88).  By this process, the child learns 

the ways of the elders thereby acquiring the capacity to perpetuate the 
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societal values, norms and social practices. The present writer observes that 

societies have certain distinctive social and attitudinal characteristics which 

have endured for several generations and contributed to the holding 

together and stability of same. The process or act of transmitting these to 

young ones is called socialization. 

  

According to sociologists, socialization occurs in two broad spectra. These 

are primary socialization which occurs at infancy and adulthood during 

which the language and behaviour patterns that would guide the child in 

later life are learnt. The next is secondary socialization which takes place in 

later life and into maturity. Here, other agents become pronounced. They 

include peer groups, schools, the work place and the media. The 

fundamental fact is that by means of social interactions, people learn the 

values, norms and beliefs that make up the pattern of the culture (Giddens et al, 

p.91).  

 

Tradition: This has to do with established practices or custom, doctrine or 

belief that belong to a group of people, family etc, that are passed on from 

one generation to the other usually in an oral form (verbal) or by example 

conduct. According to the Encyclopaedia of World Religions (2006), it is the 

aggregate of customs, beliefs, and practices that give continuity to a culture, 

civilization, or social group and thus shape its views (p.813).  

 

Modernity: This refers to the present way of doing things which elaborately 

includes the latest available means or techniques of viewing, doing or 

expressing ideas or describing events. 

 

Culture: There are many interpretations to this concept as there are scholars 

and students. This makes a universally accepted definition of it difficult. 

Nonetheless, one of the well acknowledged definitions is that by E. B. Tylor, 

as cited by Tunde (2007) who saw it as that complex whole which includes 

knowledge, belief, art, morals, law, customs and any other capabilities and habits 
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acquired by man as a member of society (p.8). Similarly, Amakiri (2018) quoted 

the United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization 

(UNESCO) to have defined culture as the whole complex of distinctive spiritual, 

material, intellectual and emotional features that characterize a society or social 

group. It includes not only arts and letter but also modes of life, the fundamental 

rights of the human being (p.2). Simply described, culture is acknowledged as 

the totality of life of a people which is acquired through socialization. This 

is because no man is born with a culture but born into culture. Either as 

material or non-material, universal , specialist or alternative cultures, it 

encompasses a peoples beliefs, modes of dressing, art and craft, language, 

technology , ways of thinking, dancing, greeting, food, political and social 

systems or organisations. As expressive forms, they are transmitted 

through social learning and interaction. 

 

Means of Socialization: Examined here are the traditional and modern 

means of socialisation. Diverse as they may be, they are essential in cultural 

transmission and personality development, hence the huge impact on the 

child. 

 

Traditional means and elements 

1. The family: This is the smallest but most significant unit in any given 

society. The child’s first interaction begins here as bed rock for the 

grooming of the physical, mental, emotional and religious components. The 

primary responsibility of training children lies in the hands of the family. 

Issues of procreation and mating, behaviour, economic activities, religious 

affiliation, discipline and general welfare are all provided by the family. By 

this disposition, the family prescribes practices which help the child to 

attain social identity and proscribes those on the contrary. In a typical Obolo 

family, the successes of the child in life is seen as their basic responsibility 

hence everything is done to ensure that the child is comfortably in tune with 

societal prescriptions and expectations. 
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2. Dance 

Dance is a way of expressing joy, relating with others, displaying solidarity 

and providing entertainment. It is taken further to express the occupation 

of the people which is fishing. Their dance style depicts the movement of 

fish in the river and feminineness of same. Apart from being a form of 

physical exercise, it teaches order and discipline. There are dance steps for 

every occasion and event with the concomitant moral lessons such as the 

mgbegbemgbe which is the war dance of the people. 

 

3. Songs and folklores 

Songs and folklores play an important role in Obolo culture and are used 

for various occasions with various contents. Folklores convey the people’s 

history, aspirations and fears, successes and failure. Underneath them are 

lessons which are considered rich and germane for individual and group 

solidarity. In addition, they convey the people’s exploits in time 

immemorial, their levels and scope of interaction among families, 

neighbours and distant relationships. Usually told during the full moon, 

they are interspersed with songs. Some of them tell tales of animate and 

inanimate objects and experiences. In the same vein, songs are rendered 

according to mood, season and occasion. Thus, various stages of life have 

their accompanying songs, the three commonly affected being childbirth, 

death and burial ceremonies. Songs also illustrate the people’s 

disappointments and frustrations such as this: 

 

Uji na irak melek okpoon, Ekene melek na, Ebedut uji na ito melek 

mun 

(My boat has been grounded; who will help me push it to the 

river). 

 

This expresses the set back of the fisher folk whose means of fishing is 

grounded and the desire for assistance to actualize his mission. Songs are 
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also rendered to elicit and express the spirit of cooperation and 

communalism like: 

 

Obolo ina, Eji kpeweek ibeji ero esese, Ina eji egbaan nkpo ero 

 

(Obolo people come together; we do not want to do things separately; come, 

let us do things together). 

 

Thus, song and folklores enhance society’s cohesion. 

 

4. Festivals 

Andoni is rich in cultural festivals. These are however tied to her national 

deity called Yok-Obolo. As a very religious people, its worship is expressed 

through ceremonies and festivals. According to Johnson-Bashua (2012) 

 

…Festivals as religious occasions epitomize religious 

fervency to the gods whose influence in the people’s life is 

total and encompassing. It seeks to maintain and sustain the 

important link between the deities, ancestors and the people, 

which is borne out of the people’s desire to put all 

impediments in their agrarian, social and cultural life at bay; 

that is why they are performed regularly and never taken for 

granted (p.64).  

 

The festival attracts votaries from far and near. It begins after sacrifices for 

propitiation are offered. Following this is the cultural play called Nkwak 

(gymnastics, acrobatic display and brandishing of knives, with dresses in 

different cultural attires) followed by Ujinde (canoe display). The festive 

season which falls around July is called Uloyok (Enemugwem 2007). Its 

conclusion is marked by two major events namely feasting and further 

cultural displays of mgbegbemgbe, Nkrika nbaan, Ekwe and Ofiokpo. During 

their festivals the young ones are taught the essence of courage, 
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communalism, self-sacrifice, discipline and how to conquer their 

environment and enemies. 

 

5. Morals and mores 

These have to do with the act of what is right or wrong. Through what the 

society views as eventful and necessary or otherwise, the young is exposed 

to instructions and activities display such.  Issues of incest, stealing and 

other vices are discouraged while the virtues of hard work, selfless service 

etc are encouraged. Penalties for disobedience or flagrant abuse or display 

of unruly behaviour are invoked. More often than not, the morals are 

learned through parental conduct and social activities. Taboos equally 

feature prominently in ensuring compliance.  

 

6. Religious exposure 

The Andoni milieu is pronounced due to its level of religiosity. The 

numerous religious activities in the family are divination, ritual, sacrifice, 

ancestral cult activities, shrine and sacred duties of priests, sacred days, 

festivals, initiation and funeral rites, myth and folklores. Through these, the 

message of the religious personhood with the consequent values manifest 

in the psyche and life of the people are transferred to the child (Owete and 

Iheanacho 2009). It is through these that the child learns how to conform to 

laid down standard of conduct in order to maintain the stability and 

coherence of society. It is in line with this that Enemugwem stated that 

anyone who wants to know much of Obolo (Andoni) should study their religion. It 

is responsible for their major actions. Their thoughts and lifestyle are tailored in 

one way or the other on religious precepts (p.72).  

 

7. Age grade system 

Called ogbo or nka, it is composed of one’s equals or age mates. Each has its 

own mode of interaction, values and acceptable forms of behaviour. Strictly 

under the supervision of the elders, they serve as information bureau; 

where sex roles are taught and performed and an avenue for practicing 
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adult values. Age grades equally teach unity and collective behaviour, 

expression of equality and discouragement of social discrimination 

(Ogbondah, 2005).  

 

8. Social symbols 

The belief of the people is hinged on their national deity to whom allegiance 

is paid as occasion demands. To this end, its presence is signified by certain 

symbols. Prominent is akuko igo (eagle’s feather). Where this is seen, it is 

believed that the deity is there and must be reverenced or decorum 

maintained. Another symbol is ejeen (raffia palm). When communities are 

at war, his chief priest or elders would tie or hoist it. This is used to keep 

the peace. The people believe that when this is not obeyed, the deviant party 

loses the war no matter its military prowess (Amakiri, 1988). 

 

9. Initiatory rites 

These are observances in connection with birth, puberty, marriage and 

death. Among the Obolo, marriage is highly priced. One ritual that is 

associated with this is Uwu-ekwut (fattening room). Called Iru-mgbede by the 

Igbo (Amolo and Ihuagwu 2014), and Iria by the Izon group in Rivers state, 

it serves to prepare and train the young girls for marriage. The virtues of 

home keeping, chastity, morality and nitty-gritty of marriage form the 

informal and unwritten curriculum of this school which includes the life and 

history of their people, traditions and belief systems and how to raise a 

family. It could take a long process in ritually or religiously making the girls 

full members of the community. They are fed to become far and attractive 

to would-be suitors.  

 

10. Masquerade: Another element of the initiatory process is the 

masquerade. It was the need to enforce discipline and order in society and 

enhance societal norms that gave rise to it. They thus served as policemen 

of the society. Those who are rebellious to the extent of being dishonest by 

cheating others, stealing, telling lies, trespassing on other peoples land, etc 
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attract the wrath of the masquerade. This is the primary function of Ofiokpo 

in Obolo culture. Culprits were usually detained in local prisons called 

Ifum. Deviant behaviours were checkmated to ensure that society ran 

smoothly and that no individual or group held others to ransom. 

 

Modern means of socialization 

1. One of the most potent of these elements is the church. This is because 

their parents belong to one Christian denomination or another, which more 

or less becomes the foundational faith of the child. The church which 

belongs to the natural (physical) and supernatural (spiritual) order claims 

to have the ability and competence to supply all of man’s needs which no 

other institution or organisation could. With its contemporary emphasis on 

prosperity and miracles, it becomes attractive to a whole lot of people 

without questioning, with emphasis on faith. In addition, it contributes to 

the moral and character development of adherents through accentuation of 

discipline of erring members and preachments against social vices and 

underscoring good relational conduct. 

 

 2. The school 

This is one of the modern institutionalized means for teaching and 

transferring information and knowledge considered important. Its primary 

responsibility in the socialization process is the transmission of the 

cognitive aspects of culture (knowledge and ideas) from one generation to 

another and preparation for assuming future roles. Furthermore, it also 

engages in the teaching of the five R’s – reading –(w)riting – (a)rithmetic, 

right and -(w)rong (Thompson and Hickey). The next role of the school is 

the development of social identity. Giddens, et al (2005) stated further that  

 

Schooling is a formal process: students pursue a definite 

curriculum of subjects…schools are agents of socialization in 

more subtle respects. Children are expected to be quiet in 

class, be punctual at lessons, and observe rules of school 
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discipline. They are required to accept and respond to the 

authority of the teaching staff. Reactions of teachers also affect 

the expectations children have of themselves. These 

expectations in turn become linked to their job experience 

when they leave school. Peer groups are often formed at 

school… (p. 92). 

 

Similarly, Ogbondah cited Nwaengi and Egbezor to have stated that the 

school is a microcosm of the large society which replicates in smaller dose the 

homogeneity and diversity, the struggles and challenges, the groupings and 

associations, the hierarchy and strata, the stigma and stereotype of the society (p. 

104).  

 

We then see that the school has assumed to a high degree what was 

considered to be the role of other elements especially that of the family, as 

children tend to respect the personality, opinion and authority of their 

teachers more than that of their parents. 

 

3. Peer group 

In the traditional society, a child’s peers consist of people related to him by 

blood, age or marriage, who may live in the same village or neighbourhood. 

In modern society, they consist by extension to class, hostel or school mates. 

Though there is no formal role assigned to them, their influence could 

nonetheless be enormous as they provide a sense of identity, learning of 

attitudes that may not be taught by the family, school, church, 

establishment of freedom from the control of others and choice of social 

activities such as those that often bring them into conflict with adults. All 

the same, their ability to form and engage in subculture makes their 

influence very potent in adulthood and behavioural formation with impact 

beyond the present. This relationship could metamorphose in later life into 

social clubs. 
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4. The workplace 

When an individual engages in work either as an employee or employer, 

this new experience, exposure and environments greatly influence former 

attitudes, values, beliefs and behaviours; one is faced with new sets of 

realities to which conformity becomes the norm. While the formal 

socialization process stresses on the policies, rules, reputations and perhaps 

technical skills necessary to excel, the informal socialization which the 

workplace offers through relationship with co-workers, spotlights unofficial 

rules of engagement, to which one must equally obey. When held tenaciously, 

they often lead to conflicts. The nature of envisaged relationship often 

determines a whole lot in one’s life’s endeavours including choice of career 

or occupation as this is essential in further self-development. At the 

workplace, one is equally exposed to de-socialization and re-socialization. 

While the former is the discarding of one’s former disposition, the latter is 

the learning of a new and different thing (Thompson and Hickey).  

 

5. Mass media 

These include newspapers, periodicals, magazines, radio, television, videos 

and movies. They have become important creators, transmitters and 

interpreters of culture today. This is aided by the sweeping effect of formal 

education which is seen as a right and not a privilege of the child. As the 

most important modern agents of socialization, they perform the following 

functions: 

 

i. Tell who we are by shaping our identities 

ii. Give us aspirations 

iii. Provide means of escape 

iv. Promote traditional cultural values 

v. Serve to maintain the status quo (Thompson and Hickey). 

Their influences are wide-ranging, numerous and effective. For instance, 

rather than children listening to folklores and stories by their parents and 

elders, they engage in video games and cartoons such as Barney, Tele tubbies, 
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Sophia the first, Mister maker, Mickey mouse, Ben Ten etc while elders keep 

glued to African Magic, Zee world, Telemundo, Televista, Africa Magic and 

other Nollywood films, etc 

 

6. Techno media  

In what has been tagged electronic republic, computers and electronic 

telecommunications have turned the world into a global village. They have 

influenced what constitutes a culture and people’s opinions about 

themselves, others, institutions, and societies, etc. Means of computer links 

like Internet, Skype, twitter, cellular phones, and personal fax machines 

have greatly affected the process of socialization. 

 

Impact  

As highlighted above, the child who would later grow into adulthood faces 

a new orientation; drawn from the traditional and erstwhile potent means 

of socialization into the indigenous culture, he is brought face to face to the 

stark reality of modern means of socialization. There is no gainsaying the 

fact that the impact could be mindboggling both on him and society. 

Research reveals that while the child grapples with the jettisoning of the 

traditional elements, the ability to come to terms with the modern raises 

more problems than solutions, especially the impact of the mass media and 

techno media. This situation puts him in a kind of limbo whereby the 

rejection of one does not necessarily translate to the acceptance of the other. 

This transposes to a state of confusion, ignorance and withdrawal from the 

traditional setting while not able to reasonably fit into the modern 

demands. 

     

The impact of this scenario on the Obolo (Andoni) traditional society may 

be examined as indicated: 

1. Collapse of traditional values. According to Anikpo (2012), these are 

primacy of community over individual; honesty; moral courage/ 

truthfulness; sense of justice; selfless service; personal discipline/ integrity; 
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and respect for parents/elders. They are now replaced by corruption; 

indiscipline; cheating; robbery; kidnapping. Others are gangs, cultism, drug 

abuse and high level violence. No wonder that many communities are 

disserted by indigenes, with arson and cult clashes on the rise. 

 

2. Environmental degradation: The Andoni environment is mainly made 

up of rivers. Young men and women today engage in illegal refining of 

crude oil popularly called kpo fire. The thick smoke emitted pollutes the 

environment; the rivers are equally affected which makes the harvest of sea 

foods such as periwinkle and fishes etc, near difficult. The resultant effect 

is that there is inflation because the demand for these is more than the 

supply. The few communities that have pieces of land for subsistence 

farming cannot do that again on account of pollution. 

 

3. Insecurity: The activities of gangsters and cult moguls now make the area 

insecure to both native inhabitants and visitors. It is not surprising then that 

there is no financial institution (Banks) in the local government. Staffs of the 

local government council operate from either Port Harcourt or 

neighbouring communities of Kaa and other communities in the Ogoni 

area. Also, many indigenes no longer visit their homes for fear of being 

attacked, harassed or kidnapped. 

 

4. Values disorientation: A society is a reflection of its value orientation. 

Thus, a society with negative values orientation is one that is predisposed 

to vices. This is the case with Andoni. The traditional values which make 

the area the pride of the Izon race has been devalued. Issues that were once 

regarded as taboos are treated with levity because of exposure to the mass 

media and techno media in particular. War videos, weapon possession and 

usage become attractive and toys respectively in the hands of children. 

Rape, incest, homosexuality, etc have gradually crept into the society, that 

they are treated as normal. Respect for parents and their ability to counsel 
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and discipline their children have become history. Howbeit, the bastardised 

values have truncated the beauty and a once serene environment. 

 

5. Decadent Society: According to Wotogbe-Weneka (2012), our society 

today witnesses a myriad of vices and abnormalities such rampant blood 

shedding, senseless killings, sexual promiscuity, indiscipline, deadly secret 

cult scourge, abduction/hostage taking and all forms of ungodliness 

especially in the Niger Delta region of Nigeria. Describing our societies as 

inverted, he pointed out that vices have become virtues. This sorry picture 

as painted ably represents Andoni today as things appear to have fallen 

apart with no one to bell the cat. 

 

6. Lost And Debased Self Identity: The effect of exposure to modern 

process of socialization has by and large created human beings with 

multiple personalities. The usual communal love, trust and confidence 

reposed in fellow human beings now hang in the balance. This is 

accentuated by the influence of secularism on account of globalization. 

Human conscience has been seared that what now exists may be called 

human dolls without any moral imperative. 

 

7. Underdevelopment: Because of the prevalent confusion over the 

contention of which is more tenable, impactful, relevant or suitable, 

traditional or modern, people’s commitment to community has dropped to 

very low ebb. Individuals now pay attention to what would enhance their 

status rather than the communal good. Is it any surprise that water borne 

diseases and others plague the area?  

 

Recommendations 

In view of the impact of socialization of the Nigerian child into indigenous 

culture between and betwixt traditional and modern means, it is 

recommended that: 
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1.  Parents and guardians should be more alive to their responsibilities 

in training their children beginning from the home. They should 

have time for the children and monitor what they watch on 

television and control their use of the social media. 

2.  When it comes to issues of violence and environmental degradation, 

the church and traditional religious leaders should find a common 

ground and come together to discuss. These vices know no 

boundary and do not respect or adore any one. They should make 

peace within and between communities because no religious 

tradition worth its salt encourages violence or abuse of the human 

person and society. 

3.  There should be moral reorientation and rejection of vices in all its 

ramifications by all social institutions. 

4.  There should be a more effective regulation of the mass media in 

terms of the quality of the content of their broadcast by the relevant 

government agencies. Sanctions should be applied when the 

relevant legal provisions are flouted. 

5.  Parental and teachers personal conduct must be held in high esteem 

as children emulate what they see these two important entities do. 

6.  It is advisable that the hidden curriculum of the school receives 

emphasis as much as the cognitive domain of learning. It is here that 

value and moral content of education is embedded. 

 

Conclusion 

The process of socialization into the indigenous culture is not an easy one. 

In this paper, we have examined the traditional and modern means of doing 

this in addition to the impact on the child and society. Research reveals that 

the traditional had more impact in time past while the modern is more 

potent today. This does not in any way mean that the traditional is wasteful 

or ineffective. A thorough examination reveals a plausible confusion as to 

the efficiency of each, deriving from their shortcomings. Recommendations 

have been made to the effect that relevant aspects of both should be 
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encouraged while those that produce hypertensive effects should either be 

amended or done away with no matter how attractive. By this, it is hoped 

that our society would be more enduring for habitation by a cultured mind. 
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