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Abstract 
This Papers focuses on the fate of the Biafran child, a victim of the 1967 to 

1970 satanic genocidal war, initiated by the Nigerian state and jointly 

executed with her western allies against the nascent Biafran state. The 

present effort is rather a bold attempt at re-telling the story of the agony 

of the Biafran child in both civil war era and therefore the paper questions 

the consideration which elevated the Boko Haram terrorism, the Fulani 

herdsmen menace and the clandestine islamization agenda of the Shehus  

to the level of national question, while relegating the massacre of the 

Biafran children during the war. It however, blames the Nigerian 

government for the agony of the Biafran child, and insists that the 

Nigerian state cannot sincerely think of development while deliberately 

undermining the pitiable conditions of the Biafran child. The study 

therefore challenges the Nigerian state to evolve policies that are capable 

of enhancing and ameliorating the condition of the Biafran child, in the 

light of true reconciliation and sustainable development, while revealing 

the dangers the current state of the Biafran child portend for the nation. 
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To achieve the objective of the study, the paper adopted thematic and 

historical methodologies, as most data were derived from authenticated 

secondary and primary sources.  

 

Key word: Biafran Child, Agony, Nigerian State, Biafra, Hausa/Fulani, 

Genocidal war, Sustainable development.  

 

Introduction 

National questions are historical problems which arise from the formation 

and growth of multinational states, which necessitates multiple problems 

and conflicts arising from national heterogeneity.1 How does the agony of 

the Biafran child fit into the above definition. To  be emphatic, stories and 

official accounts about the Nigeria/Biafra War, have been unfortunately 

silent on issues relating to the plight and sufferings of the Biafran child-the 

most vulnerable and defenseless group of the war period, which lasted 

between 1967 to 1970. The rather regrettable silence with which the story 

about the agony of the Biafran child is treated within official circles has 

unfortunately lingered, and has regrettable affected adversely the 

conditions of the Biafran child even in the post war era. Being innocent of 

the remote and immediate causes of the Nigeria/Biafra War, the Biafran 

child, unfortunately, was made to forcefully bear greater brunt of the war, 

as millions of them were compelled to face untimely and gruesome death 

in the hands of enemy soldiers.  

 

The incidences which graduated in later years into a full blown war, to 

which the Biafran child was, and still remains at the receiving end, were not 

unconnected to the endemic corruption among the political class, tribal and 

ethnic strife, economic racketeering, unequal distribution of national 

resources, unequal representation in both the military and civil service, 

marginalization, political instability and election fraud, that quickly became 

norms in Nigeria’s political space, immediately after   Britain stepped aside 

from the political landscape of Nigeria.2  
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These catalogue of social, economic and political ills, gradually and steadily 

prepared the grounds for war triggers, as northern elements, fearful of 

perceived Igbo dominance of the top military echelon, began to organize 

attacks on Biafrans who lived in northern Nigeria.  To stem the high rate of 

violent attacks on Biafras in the North and corruption generally in Nigeria, 

the Kaduna Nzeogwu’s coup of 15th January, 1966, became inevitable.    

 

Regrettably however, the myopic and sectionalist interpretation of the 

coup’s objectives by Hausa-Fulani elements in the Nigerian Army, coupled 

with their lack of clear understanding of the policies and actions of the first 

head of state, regrettably attracted series of negative reactions from 

northern political and military class hence the counter coup of January 29th, 

1966,3   thus  leading up to the declaration of the state of Biafra by 

Chukwuemeka  Odumegwu Ojukwu. Angered by this surprising 

declaration of war, Gowon, on July 6th, 1967, formally declared war on the 

new Biafran nation, and proceeded to fire the first war bullet at Garkem-a 

relatively peaceful community in the former Cross River State. Thus, by this 

rather hasty act, the flame of war that lasted for three years between Nigeria 

and the new Biafran nation  was ignited and sustained.  

 

From the above narratives, it is however, abundantly clear that Ojukwu 

declared the sovereign state of Biafra out of genuine provocations, even 

when the Aburi accord was reneged upon by Gowon acting on the advice 

of his British advisors, hence Gowon’s declaration of war.  In all this, the 

questions that beg for answers are, where can one find the hands of the 

Biafran child in the whole drama of shame? Where would one apportion 

blames on the Biafran child as part of the immediate or remote causes of the 

war? Where is the justification for the massacre and near annihilation of the 

Biafran child? Is there any justification for the subjugation, agony and 

suffering of the Biafran child both during the war and after the war? Is there 

any reason whatsoever why the Nigerian state has times, and time again, 
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failed to apologize to the Biafran child for punishing him for the sins he 

knew nothing about? Why has the maltreatment, suppression and 

relegation of the Biafran child become a matter of state policy, even in the 

post war era? Why has the stories and formal account of the agony of the 

Biafran child become candidates of the dustbin, not worthy of official 

attention?  

 

Against the above rather pitiable, regrettable and unfortunate scenario, the 

trust of the present effort is to unmask the answers to the above questions 

and to boldly challenge the leadership of the Nigeria state to evolve an 

uncompromising blue print on how to systematically, quantitatively and 

sustainably rehabilitate the post war Biafran child, and pay reparation to 

families of war consumed Biafran children. This is necessary for the reason 

of lasting peace and romantic inter group relationship which are imperative 

for sustainable national development in the post war Nigeria. To achieve 

the above rather gargantuan scholarly endavour, the present researchers 

adopted thematic, historical and analytic research approaches which were 

anchored on primary and secondary sources.  

 

Theoretical Framework  

The Nigeria/Biafra War which took place between 1967 and 1970, can best 

be described as a destructive consequence of diplomatic failure in the sense 

that both parties to the war were beclouded by share sense of pride and 

selfish inclinations born out of childish gyration, consequent upon which 

lives of millions of Biafran children where mindlessly killed in a gruesome 

manner reminiscence of the condemnable Jewish holocaust masterminded 

by the 20th century Garman war monger- Adolfus Hitlar. The destructions 

and lose of lives which characterized the Biafra war, no doubt, necessitate 

the adoption of Destructive Theory, as the studies frame work.  

 

According to Adedoyim Adedayo, Destructive Theory of conflict is 

characterized with violent features in terms of physical, metaphysical, 
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psychological, structural, political, economic, biological, ecological and 

socio-cultural destructions.4 Characteristically Destructive Theory of 

Conflict undermines established or consolidated relationships and 

threatens necessary mutual understanding.5 

 

The features inherent in Destructive Theory of conflict were, unarguably, 

commonly seen played out in the relationships that existed between 

Nigeria and her eastern part, which later became the separatist state of 

Biafra. The destructions and killings which the war brought about inform 

the need for the adoption of the theory for the present study.  

 

The Pogrom of 1966-1967  

It is perhaps not within the scholarly preview of the present study to trace 

the historical events and factors that were the essential seeds that bore the 

fruits of discord in 1966 to 1967 between the old Eastern Region and the rest 

of the geographical entity, called Nigeria. That be it as it is however, it may 

be scholarly shallow-rooted to attempt essaying  on the present topic 

without attempting a cursory look at the build-up events to the 1966 

massacre of the old Easterners, especially the Biafran children who lived in 

northern Nigeria with their parents, up to 1966. To this effect however, the 

views of Onyema Nkwocha is apt to usher in worthy discussions on the 

present topic. According to him,  

 

The genocide of the Igbo in the north by their northern 

Nigerian friends and host neighbours was real. A holocaust 

of the Igbo and other easterners by both northerners in the 

north and westerners in the west of Nigeria were real, not 

ephemeral, and flimsy or dreamt about. Complete 

destruction, annihilation, devastation and burning of Igbo 

like sacrificial animals was real, and the order of the day in 

both northern and western Nigeria, particularly in northern 

Nigeria between January 15th, 1966 and throughout 1967. It 
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was cruel, it was barbarous and it was both sadistic and 

inhuman.6 

 

Giving the above emotion provoking account, one is therefore inclined to 

ask certain pertinent questions such as; what were the events that led to 

the massacre of millions of Biafran children in northern Nigeria, in 1966 to 

1970? It is important at this point to note, for the sake of proper 

appreciation of the plight of the Biafran children, in 1966, that the pre-1966 

atmosphere in northern Nigeria was congenial and friendly for immigrant 

settlers, especially the Biafrans.   

 

Sadly however, beginning from the early days of 1966, this rather friendly 

relationships changed radically to one of antagonism, love—lost and 

hypocritical towards migrant settlers in the area, especially the Igbo. Thus, 

least expectedly, and in a manner reminiscence of volcanic eruption, 

heavens of endogenous and exogenous factors centripetally and 

centrifugally intermingled and combined to generate conditions that 

snow-balled into the historic massacre of thousands of Biafran children, 

and consequently stirred up chains of forced mass return migration of 

Biafrans, including the Biafran children who knew nothing about the 

causes of the massacre in which they were the major victims.  

 

In any case, the question which, often than not, has been glossed over since 

the end of the war is, what actually triggered off the massacre of Igbo and 

other Biafran children in 1966? In as much as a lot of responses have been 

given to this question since  war end, one  is inclined, above all, to bank on 

the accounts given by Chukwuma Kaduna Nzeogwu- the melting-pot of 

the 15th January, 1966 coup, and the accounts given by Nwaobosi- one of 

the coupists, through radio Biafra, London. According to the duo, the 

revolution of 1966, was staged not only to stamp out tribalism, nepotism, 

corruption, bribery, inefficiency, and to build Nigeria into a prosperous 

nation with the hope of achieving greater prosperity for the nation, but also, 
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and very importantly, to abort the clandestine northern Muslim agenda of 

Islamizing the entire country, in line with the historic order given by 

Saduana of Sokoto.7              

 

This last reason has on many instances been emphasized by notable 

historians, such as Chenwizu Igbokwe, when he wrote, while quoting the 

Saduana of Sokoto as saying;  

 

the new nation called Nigeria should be an estate of our great 

grandfather, Uthman Damfodio. We must ruthlessly prevent 

a change of power. We use the minority of the North as 

willing tools and the south as a conquered territory and never 

allow them to rule over their future. The above statement 

which was published in the Parrot Newspaper of 12th October, 

1960, no doubt, has been the inspiration for northern elements 

towards the massacre of Biafran children in 1966 through 

1970, in an attempt to end the Biafran nation and Islamize  

their land!8 

 

In similar instance, the lofty ideas and ideas which formed the nucleus of 

the January 15th revolution were either misunderstood or misinterpreted by 

northern elements, to mean tribally motivated, with the intention of 

suppressing and marginalizing the north in all affairs. This 

misinterpretation was due largely to the rather unfortunate fact that some 

southern military officers who were saddled with the responsibility of 

carrying out the same revolution in the south, as was done in the north, 

made mess of the affair. Writing on this disappointing misconduct of the 

southern military officers, Kaduna Nzeogwo regrettably informed that, 

Ademoyega, Ifeajuna and his collogues in the south made such a nonsense 

of the coup with result that people are accusing us of being one sided.9  

Emanating from this failed attempt to summarily execute identified corrupt 

politicians of southern extraction was the sustained strong feelings of 
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criminality, disappointment and betrayal of trust among northern civilians 

and Hausa-Fulani elements in the army. Consequently, a regime of colossal 

reprisal attacks and massacre of easterners in the North became a norm. in 

all this, the Biafran child-the most vulnerable of the Biafran groups became 

the direct victims of the 1966 massacre that was concluded under the most 

hateful mind set, while northern elders and religious leaders watched in 

defense of the gruesome attacks- the worst Africa had ever witnessed! 

 

Commenting on this unprintable event of 1966, Nkwocha observes that 

three thousand Biafran children were lost to the holocaust which inflicted, 

as a ripple effect, the worst form of bodily, emotional, psychological and 

mental trauma on the Biafran child- a group largely believed to habour 

great potentials for national growth. Consequently, the post war 

antagonism that has been sustained between the Easterners (Biafrans), and 

northerners, cannot be dissociated from the senseless and mindless killings 

of Biafrans, which started in 1966, continued up to 1970 and to the present 

time.  

 

The same misinterpretation which was build around lopsided mind-set, 

was equally at work among Housa-Fulani elements within the Nigeria 

Army, for which they failed to understand the reasons for the Kaduna 

Nzeogwu’s coup, and the subsequent enthronement of Aguinyi Ironsi as 

the head of Nigeria’s first military head of state. For this class of army 

officers, the coup was an Igbo dominated one, whose intention was to 

enslave the north. It was for this reason that they considered it expedient to 

launch a counter coup on July 29th, 1966, with General Gowon as the ring 

leader. This counter coup, according to Nkwocha, was intended to 

exterminate hundreds of Igbo military officers within the rank and file of 

Nigeria Army. This mindless and satanic annihilation of Biafrans, resulted 

in the lose of lives approximating 50,000, with greater number of Biafran 

children. 10 
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The mass exodus of Biafrans induced by this mindless killings left, in 

addition to those who died through direct bullet assault, to more deaths, 

injuries and physically maimed Biafran children, who managed to escape 

the deadly bullet of Nigeria\n war machines. These Biafran children today 

constitute a large pool of destitute who are waiting hopelessly for 

government intervention measures towards their rehabilitation. 

 

What was the crime of the Biafran child? Did he cause the war? Why was 

the Biafran child so mindlessly massacred by those who were supposed to 

render protection to them? The massacre of 1967 through 1970, is best 

described as tit for tat. This is indeed, the best phrase to qualify the northern 

military revenge on the army officers in the counter coup.  

 

If the counter coup had ended with the slaughter of identified Igbo military 

officers, writes Chinua Achebe, the world would have found reasons to 

consider the revolution as one of those tragic events new nations struggling 

with nation building encounter on the part way to development and 

sustainability.11Unfortunately the architects of the counter revolution had 

pre-planned agenda of Igbo ethnic cleansing and complete annihilation – a 

plan which patiently waited to be ignited by the slightest provocation in 

1966, consequent upon which the northerners turned to Biafran children,  

and unleashed the worst form of terror attack, the entire continent of Africa 

had never experienced.  

  

According to Chinua Achebe, over thirty thousand civilians men, women 

and mostly children were slaughtered, hundreds of thousands were  

wounded, maimed and their homes and property looted and burned- and 

no one asked any question,12while  starvation caused by food blockade and 

total lack of Medicare finished off the Biafran children who escaped the heat 

of Nigerian Army bullets. In every part of Biafran land, especially the Igbo 

areas, the story of unmitigated killing of children was the same. From 

Owerri to Azumini; from Ikom to Awka; from Umunede to Asaba; from 
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Buguma to Diobu; from Anang to Okrika, all over the area were gory sight 

of dead human bodies, mass burial and abandoned corpses were gory 

sight.13  

 

The event was indeed a crime to humanity and God, proudly conducted by 

the combined air, land and sea bombardment of Biafrans by Russian, 

Egyptian, Britain and Nigeria war mongers.14 Through out the attacks, 

northing was spared. No spot on Biafran land was left-both children play 

ground, churches, market places, refugee camps and schools, everywhere 

was combed and bombed, all in the bid to smoke out and kill  any Biafran, 

especially children in line with the order issued by Lt. Col. Hassan Kastina, 

the military governor of Northern Region during the war. Leo Nkwuocha 

sharing his experience during the war years informs thus;  

 

I did not know precisely when the use of fighter and air reds 

started during the war, nor the exact place that was first 

bombed by Nigerian jet fighters. But I do recall that while still 

at the win-the-war school, many places such as Aba, Otuocha, 

Nnewi, Enugu, Uli, Umuahia, Afor-Owu, were all bombed 

with high record of dead children and women.15 

 

Richard Ugochukwu from Umuohiagu still remembers vividly how he 

sustained wound from jet fighter attack during the war. Angelina 

Onyenakasa nee Ugo, of Okpofe Aboh Mbaise (late) recalled, as a member 

of the Red Cross Society, how a Jet Fighter had attacked when they were in 

a stream trying to fetch water for home use. The incessant air reds of homes, 

communities and public places, were many and produced unimaginable 

casualties among Biafran children.  

 

Aside of the increased number of children who were directly hut by the 

enemy bombs and bullets, the fear and tension caused by the appearance of 

Jet fighters produced instant convulsion and cardiac reactions in children, 
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that only a few lucky ones could survive, consequent upon which many 

Biafrans deserted their farms and market places, thus resulting to 

worsening case of economic lockdown due to low agricultural production. 

This rather urgly trend added to the food scarcity, and the consequent high 

rate of kwashiorkor among Biafran children which decimated larger 

number of them. 

 

Added to the menace of air red by Nigerian Jet Fighters and indiscriminate 

shooting and bombing of civilian population against internationally 

acceptable rules guiding modern warfare, Nigerian soldiers fully armed 

with Russian and British made weapons, ravaged every part of Biafra land, 

and carted away all they could set their eyes on, including teenagers and 

women who were taken as both war victims and objects of sexual 

satisfaction as well as wives to the war hungry soldiers.  
 

Consequently, by the close of 1968, over two hundred thousand Biafrans 

were dying monthly, due to enemies’ aggression and the crowding of 

Biafra’s population into a land area, a little less than one half of the original 

size of the Biafran nation. To compound the already aggravated and 

pitiable condition of the Biafran child, especially those of the Igbo groups, 

farm crops were pillaged, harvested pre-maturely and stolen by near 

hunger striking soldiers, hence children were subjected to yet another 

segment of unwarranted hunger, as many died, while America – the war 

time onlooker did nothing to salvage the situation.  

 

Sadly, the war years attitude of America towards the plight of the Biafran 

child reminds one of the quotes of Martin Luther King Jr., which insist that, 

man’s inhumanity to man is not only perpetuated by the vitriolic actions of 

those who are bad, it is also perpetuated by the vitiating actions of those 

who are good, and that in the end, we will remember not only the words, 

or even the actions, of our enemies, but the silence of our friends.16 
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Such was the positions of America and the UN, even when Bruce May Rock, 

an Isreali boy of nineteen years of age, schooling in Columbian university, 

had to set himself ablaze in front of UN building, to draw attention of world 

leaders to the plights of Biafrns in the hands of the combined  forces of 

Nigeria, Russia, Britain and Egypt.17To say the least, the agony of the 

Biafran child was, during the war year, a sad page of history, and has 

continued in different forms and shapes in the post war era, as different 

strategies have been developed by the Nigeria government to ensure  the 

perpetuation and sustained agony of the Biafran child.  

 

The Post-War Biafran Child; a Victim of Policy of Deprivation and 

Marginalization;  

Fifty years after the Nigeria-Biafra war, the agony of the Biafran child 

continues as Nigerian leadership is yet, and may not develop a road-map 

of action on how to re-integrate and re-absolve the millions of post war 

Biafran child-those who managed to survive the pogrom of 1966 to 1970. 

This is consequent upon the failure of the much mouthed 3Rs of Re-

integration, Re-habilitation and Re-conciliation which by all standard 

turned out to be paper policy that are lacking in practical orientation. 

 

In a way, the perpetration of the war and its concomitants have 

encapsulated  the Biafran child and indeed, the entire nation in a gigantic 

air less bubble where everyone pretends that life goes on, but where in 

many ways the agitation for the separate existence of Biafran nation 

continues in intensity, while Nigerian government is yet to see reasons to 

practically set up true reconciliatory commission to objectively  address the 

plight of the post war Biafran child. 

 

Instead what obtains however, and regrettably too, is the open 

experimentation of Fulani-Hausa unachievable and unthinkable agenda of 

islamization and fulanization of the entire country, especially the South east 

region, in pursuant to the rather unfortunate inherited philosophy of 
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Uthman Danfodio’s claims of ownership of the Nigeria state. The post war 

official policies of Nigerian government such as the quarter system, the 

catchment area policy, which have continuously and continually deprived 

the post war Biafran child every opportunity for self-fulfillment, equal 

education, job opportunities and freedom of expression in a supposedly 

democratic nation, remains unchecked by the handlers of Nigerian 

government. Comenting on this, Nkwocha observes thus; 

 

Marginalization has brewed an inherent alienation of Igbo 

people in Nigeria. It is so intense that no Igbo man amidst his 

pedigree and credentials can today expect to command, 

nation-wide acceptance as a leader in the government and 

politics of Nigeria. Yet, the Igbo people were in the front 

burner of those who fought for the struggle and attainment of 

Nigeria independence; and now others enjoy the fruits of 

their labour while expecting Igbo people to be happy with 

such a symmetric marginalization and national state of 

affair.18       

 

Deliberate official policies designed to checkmate the development of the 

post war Biafran child have no doubt, resulted in complete disappearance 

of productive industries in Biafra land such as oil refineries, sea ports, steal 

industry, etc. Similarly, Igbo states, arguably receive the lowest revenue 

from the federation account.19The entire Igbo area lack functional federal 

industries, while the commercial ventures owned by private business have 

all been stifled out of existence.20  

 

Examples abound to demonstrate the above claims, as the case of African 

Continental Bank (ACB), Universal Insurance Company, Nigerian Cement 

Company, Nkalagu, Nigerian Construction and Furniture Company, 

Premier Breweries, Olympic Prinks, etc,21have all disappeared showing  

clear justification of the above assertions  
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To further deprive the post war Biafran child of all opportunities, the 

Federal Government of Nigeria, long before 1969, in the first decade of 

central administration, had acquired all the minerals in the country. These 

included, and have remained, the common property of Nigerians, in which 

only the Federal Government has the power to legislate upon the 

exploitation of these minerals and the allocation of revenue derived from 

them.22 

 

In similar instance, the riverine communities of Biafra land have not had a 

fair deal from the government of Nigerians since after the war, as all efforts 

were made by the Federal Government of Nigeria to undermined the 

Biafran child of this part of Biafra land, thus occasioning unhealthy 

struggles over Resources Control and Derivation Principles. According to 

Akpo Mudiaga Odje, the Onshor-offshore Dichotomy which was 

introduced by the Federal Government, in 1971, striped the indigenous 

Biafran people of the riverine area of the material and financial powers 

needed to adequately take care and empower its inhabitants, including 

children indigenous to the communities.  Government hypocritical 

intervention measures in the area which seem to deepen poverty, has not, 

in a commensurable measure, alleviated the agony of the Biafran child in 

these communities.   

 

To achieve the politico-economic objective of systematic disempowerment 

of the Biafran child in the post war era, the military government of Nigeria, 

on  23rd February, 1972, promulgated the Nigerian Enterprises Promotion 

Degree, which created the  Nigerian Enterprise Promotion Board, with 

objective of enhancing the promotion of enterprises in which Nigerians 

shall have greater participation. 22 

 

Regrettably, not only that the indigenization programme did not enjoy 

equality in geographical spread, it, in fact, was grossly lopsided against 

many Biafran states. The programme was further criticized on the grounds 
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that it was launched just two years after the Biafran war- a time when no 

Biafran had enough money to buy shares from the indigenized companies 

and government parastatals. Consequently, the result of this anti Biafran 

economic aberration became increased financial difficulties, and the 

inabilities of Biafrans to adequately provide for the financial and material 

need of their children in the post war era, thus leading up to frustration, 

and dimmed aspirations for the Biafran child. Unfortunately however, the 

effect of this deliberate economic emasculation and sterility has continued 

to manifest in all aspects of the post war Biafran child’s life,  

 

What is more, the Nigeria’s federal government determination to cripple 

and perpetually keep under servitude the aboriginal children of the Biafran 

riverine communities, has not only taken official centre stage as can been 

seen in the various official policies, but has unfortunately taken a life of its 

own and permanently become part of the constitutions of the country. For 

instance,  

 

the section 140 (6) of the constitution of the federation which 

provides that the continent shelf of a state shall be deemed to 

be part of that state is hereby repealed. Accordingly, (a) the 

ownership of, and the title to the territorial waters and the 

continental shelf shall vest in the federal military government 

and (b) all royalties, rents and other revenues derived from or 

relating to the exploration, prospecting or searching for, or the 

mining or working of petroleum (as defined in the petroleum 

decree 1969) in the territorial waters and the continental shelf 

shall accrue to the federal military government.23 

 

This decree, according to the Federal Government of Nigeria, may be cited 

as offshore Oil Revenue Degree 1971, and shall apply through out the 

federation.24 This was the beginning of the political and economic 

strangulation of the oil bearing communities with concomitant effect on the 
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overall aspiration of the Biafran child domiciled in the this region.Since 

after the war, the implementation of the content of the degree has been 

intensified, thus preventing the Biafran child of the oil bearing communities 

access to the material resources in their land. As if the above harsh 

constitutional provisions were not enough threat to the survival of the 

Biafran child of the riverine communities, numerous other acts of 

legislation promulgated by successive Nigerian governments, were equally 

not helpful.  

 

This however includes but regrettably, the Exclusive Economic Zone Act, 

Cap. 116 laws of the federation as amended which defines the economic 

zone of Nigeria to include an area up to 200 nautical miles from the coastal 

area within this zone, and subjected to universally recognized rights of 

other states (including land locked states), maintains that Nigeria would 

exercise certain sovereign right especially in relation to the conservations 

or exploitation of the natural resources of the seabed, its subsoil and 

superjacent waters and the right to regulate by law the establishment of the 

artificial structures and installations and marine scientific research.25  

 

A careful examination of these provisions no doubt, reveal some-what 

sinister motive to perpetually repress and suppress the post war Biafran 

child, whose survival is tied to his  relationship with his environment and 

its natural endowment.  Regrettably, since the end of the war in 1970, the 

Nigeria’s Federal Government, in its resolve to consolidate its hold on the 

survivability and progress of the Biafran child, has in addition to the above 

listed draconian laws, formulated and permanently brought into existence. 

Other anti-Biafran laws, such as;  

 

The Territorial Water Act, Cap. 428 laws of the federation, 

1990 as amended by Act No I of 1998.  

The Land Use Act, cap. 202 laws of the federation, 1990.  



South-South Journal of Humanities and international Studies                      Vol.3 No.2 June, 2020 
 

Agony of the Biafran Child; Re-Telling the Story of an Unresolved National Question  513 

The Interpretation Act, 1964. Cap. 192 laws of the federation, 

1990 

The Oil Pipelines Act, cap. 338 laws of the federation, 1990.  

The Petroleum Act. Cap. 350 laws of the federation, 1990 as 

amended by Act No 22 of the 1999 constitution.  

The Mineral and Mining Act No 34 of 1999. No 13 of 1997  

Section 44 (3) of the 1999 Constitution of Nigeria.  

Item 39 on the exclusive legislative list of the 1999 

constitution.26 

 

Against the foregoing mindless and anti people policies, the Igbo adage 

which insists that one does not beat a child, and at the same time, deny the 

child the right to cry, has been invoked to justify the resurgence of youth 

groups whose objective was to constructively and militantly challenge the 

acclaimed rightness of these   laws. To this effect, one finds reasons to justify 

the struggles of Adaka Boro, Ken Saro-wiwa, Movement for the 

Emancipation of Niger-Delta, the Movement for the Sovereign State of 

Biafra.  

 

The results of these struggles have been palliative offers by the Federal 

Government in the form of armesty offer, establishment of the Niger-Delta 

Development Commission (NDDC), the Oil Mineral Producing Area 

Development Commission, the 1.5 Percent Commission and lately, the 

Ministry of Niger-Delta Affairs. Unfortunately these commissions and 

palliative measures have ludicrously failed to address the fundamental 

problems of the Biafran child in the oil rich communities due to 

lopsidedness commissions.  As has been the case with developed nations 

and countries with conscience, when a peace initiative measure fails to 

restore peace, effort is initiated to uncover where the problem lies. Ignoring 

this process to peace and failure to discover why all peace efforts in the 

country have failed to achieve desired results, the Federal Government, 

instead inititiatd a regime of barbaric slaughter of Biafran children who 
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dare question government recklessness, as well as enforcement of measures 

aimed at clamping down on genuine agitation of the post war Biafran child 

in the oil bearing communities.  

 

These rather barbaric and uncivilized measures adopted by the Federal 

Government no doubt, led to the gruesome massacre of the Ogoni 9, 

including Kensaro Wiwa, the killing of Isaac Adaka Boro- the foremost 

Niger-Delta activist, the Joint Task Force (JTF) war against the Niger-Delta 

Volunteer Force and the Movement for the Emancipation of Niger-Delta, 

the detention of Asari Dokubo, the Udi massacre, the imprisonment of 

Chief Ralph Uwazuruike and the detention of Mazi Nnamdi – the leader of 

the Indigenous People of Biafra. The list is endless and still counting.  

 

 

The Need to Consider the Agony of the Biafran Child a Matter of 

National Question       

 

Fifty years down the line and still counting, successive governments of 

Nigeria have not deemed it appropriate, reasonable and worthy to classify 

the agony of the Biafran child a case of national concern worthy of urgent 

and remedial attention. Rather, official policies and programmes of 

government appear to deepen and complicate the problems of the Biafran 

child, while the consequences of such actions and policies appear to rob off 

negatively on the political and economic life of the nation.  

 

This is because it is completely impracticable for Nigeria to think of 

qualitative growth and sustainable development in an era of deliberate 

marginalization, exclusion and deprivation of the most improved specie of 

its population, while on the other hand according necessary official 

attention  to Boko Haram insurgents and Fulani herdsmen whose known 

activities can  best be described as the worst form of terrorism, anti-

development and retrogressive in nature only second to the avoidably 
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Nigerian organised  genocidal war of 1967 to 1970, chich claimed lives of 

millions of Biafran children.  

 

To put a stop to Nigeria’s eventual dift to the precipice and  backward ever, 

and forward never in its politico-economic match, it is pertinent to 

comprehensively and honestly address the agony of the Biafran child, and 

desist from imputing policies and programmes, draconian as they are, that 

are capable of sterrilising and relegating the Biafran child. This advice is 

further anchored on the testament that, only nations whose watch words 

are peace and love, have been cleared by Mother Nature to embrace 

profound and qualitative development premised on fraternal coexistence. 

Thus, anything short of this worthy gospel, is, indeed an invitation to 

retrogression and underdevelopment, since the bulk of Nigeria’s 

entrepreneurial population are  domiciled in the east as Biafrans.  

In the light of this, three options are suggestive; convene a national 

conference to discuss the plight of the Biafran child; restructure Nigeria’s 

political landscape; or, as a last resort, conduct referendum for the three 

major ethnic groups- Housa, Igbo and Yoruba for them to decide whether 

to remain as part of Nigeria or to go their separate  ways.  
 

Conclusion 

How do we conclude discussions on issue whose solutions are known but 

has been refused official attention. How do we conclude on issue that have 

lingered for over fifty years, with consequences beyond reparation; How 

do we conclude on issue with existence anchored on governments 

deliberate support and sustenance. The issue about the agony of the Biafran 

child has become a cankerworm with monumental and far-reaching 

implications. It is true that the war of 1967-1970, waged by Gowon against 

Birafrans has not ended yet. It is equally true that Biafrans resistance to  war 

of extermination is still on-going, as the causes of the war have not abated. 

In all of these the much we can add as solutions to the threat to post war 

reconciliation is that three options can be attempted as ways out of the 
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problems; in the first instance, the content of the Aburi Accord should be 

dusted up and implemented. This will be an addition to our earlier 

suggestions and a genuine return to genuine peace, progress and 

development.      
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