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Abstract 
Writing at all levels is an art. This entails dialectics of form of the chosen 

genre and explication of the creative talent towards aesthetics and 

effective communication. Examiners of essay writing at all levels of 

education in spite of their emphasis on content, expression, or mechanical 

accuracy, pay adequate attention to the candidate’s application of the 

traditional format of the chosen genre as well as the co-ordination of 

sentences into paragraphs around the chosen subject. This invariably 

affects choice of words, arrangement of the words in the sentences of an 

essay, as they are organized in the process of encoding the message 

through the channel to the target. This paper is pedagogical, as it considers 

the organization of the creative process in essay writing. The researchers 

are of the view that organization as the skeleton carries the entire flesh of 

essay message; therefore it elucidates the role of organization in the 

process of written communication that is often neglected. Hence the 

authors draw attention to the implication of misuse and abuse of 

organizational paradigms of an essay with its resultant effects, which 

constitute interference in the communication process. Students are 

therefore encouraged as well as, writers and teachers of Essay Writing to 

review/upgrade their consciousness of any act of writing for effective 

communication. 
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The term “Polemical” is the adjective from the word “polemics” which in 

itself simply means arguing fiercely and passionately for or against a belief, 

an option or a practice. It is also an attempt to project a better practice as 

well as to elucidate a more realistic approach to something or a doctrine. It 

can also be considered as a passionate advocate or defense for or against an 

already assumed norm or practice. “Dialectics,” on its own is the art of 

reasoning. It can also be defined as the presentation of logical skills on an 

issue as well as reinventing what already is known but often neglected. 

Essay Writing is designed to examine the candidate on the appropriate 

application of Content, Organization, Expression and Mechanical 

Accuracy. In the West African Examination Council WAEC) Marking 

Guide to Essay Writing section of the script, it is stated 

 

The paper is designed to test the candidate's ability to use 

English as an effective means of communication in a given 

situation, i.e., the candidate’s ability to express himself clearly 

and coherently in a manner appropriate to the audience, 

purpose, topic and situation (1). 

 

In Essay Writing, Content, Expression and Mechanical Accuracy may be 

generally categorized but the logic of Organization has both particular and 

general implication for achieving both aesthetics and effective 

communication. Thus, there must be incontrovertible evidence of dialectics in 

the organization of an Essay which must be given adequate and 

uncompromising attention, if effective must be realized. In this Essay, we are 

poised to discuss the various paradigms of organization for effective 

communication in both technical and other professional writings. In an 

attempt to inform the examiners of the requirements for a good Essay 

Organization, WAEC marking Guide says: 
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The writing must be judged as whatever it is intended to be: an 

article, a speech, a letter, an argument, or a debate etc. The 

qualities to work for are a suitable opening, adequate 

development, good paragraphing, balance, coherence and a 

suitable conclusion (2). 

 

In other words, Organization is the foundation on which every good essay is 

built. Robert M. Gorrell and Charlton Laird in Modern English Handbook, 

compare the importance of organization to the activity of a large grocery store 

manager: 

 

If the manager of a larger grocery store merely stacked his goods 

on the shelves in the order in which packages appeared at his 

back door, he would save himself a good deal of thought and 

trouble; but he would soon drive both his clerks and his 

customers either to other stores or to distraction (1). 

 

This is so because soap flakes might appear above canned spinach flanked by 

cartons of eggs and jars of peanut butter. As a result, the manager may not 

know what is in stock, what has been sold, and some goods might be 

destroyed or over stay the expiring date. But any good manager buys what he 

needs, arranges the various articles according to a plan (1). 

 

An Essay writer in many ways faces the same challenge as the store manager. 

 

The writer ... has at his disposal a great wealth of Material which 

he may discuss. He has his experience which include his 

attitudes and ideas as well as what has happened to him. It 

includes knowledge of other people. It includes information 

about a family, a school, a community. The writer can 

supplement such experience by observation, by reading, and by 

specific research (2). 
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All these are product of the pre-writing brain storming which every essay writer use 

to task his brain on the area of his topic. However when all these have been 

gathered, effective application of organizational paradigms enhances craft 

and aesthetics in writing. Pedagogically, Essays are structured into: 

introduction, body and conclusion. The Essay in language has 

Correspondence and Extended Writing as the two major blocks. The 

correspondence has its traditional organization formant in relation to the 

various types, while the extended writings are given detailed organizational 

concern. 

 

Correspondence, as a form of Essay Writing basically has its formal, semi- 

formal and informal modes. These have their individual and 

uncompromising structures. For a formal correspondence, the candidate is 

required to present the basic framework of the writer’s address, date, recipient 

address, salutation which might be Dear Sir, or Dear Madam. This is followed 

by the Title: which is written in capital or small letters, in which case every 

major term is started with capital letter and the topic underlined. The 

subscription of a formal correspondence is “Yours faithfully” followed by the 

signature of the writer; and the full name of the writer. 

 

Semi-formal correspondence, in spite of sharing the official content as in 

formal correspondence, has the basic framework of the writer’s address, date, 

salutation, which might take the name of the recipient e.g. Dear Mr. Okoye, 

then the title which follows the same pattern as in formal correspondence. The 

subscription of a semi-formal correspondence is “Yours faithfully” followed 

by the writer's signature and full name. On informal correspondence, the 

basic structure includes: the Writer's address, Date, Salutation, which is 

expected to be informal according to the relationship shared between the 

writer and the recipient. There is no title and the subscription is “Yours 

sincerely”, or any other informal subscription and this is followed by the 

writers name without a surname or a possible pet name share with the 

recipient. 
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Apart from these Kernel structures in the correspondences, other aspects 

share the same pattern of paragraph development in the introduction, body 

and conclusion. The art of writing requires that each point be developed in 

paragraph. Good writing is the use of language for expression and for 

communication (Gorrell and Laird, iii). Any good essay is so organized to 

achieve effective communication. As a result of the above purpose, each of 

the parts is an integral aspect in the overall building of Essay towards effective 

communication. 

 

Every other aspect of Essay writing is managed by effective organization: The 

content is a bulk that is developed through proper organization of the integral 

parts. The Expression flows along the line of proper Organization and 

effective choice of words. The Mechanical Accuracy is applied alongside the 

organized structure. Almost every unit of writing, from a sentence to a book 

centres on organization in order to achieve, unity, proper analysis, adequate 

classification, proper outline management and effective development and 

control of the main idea as well as the subordinate ideas. 

 

The introductory paragraph stands as the gateway to the entire writing. 

Gorrell and Laird have opined that, “The introduction should interest the 

reader, lead him to the main thought of the paper, and show him how to 

follow the plan of the composition" (177). Introduction as a matter of 

responsibility must introduce the entire content of the paper. It must serve as 

the cursor of direction and must tell the reader directly and simply what the 

paper is to be about. In other words, it slales the main idea of the composition 

ab-initio. 

 

The achieve the above, the introductory paragraph may provide necessary 

preliminary information, adequate background concerning the writing as 

well as the validity of the material. Introduction is used to attract the readers’ 

attention to the sumptuous content of the composition dish. In fact, it usually 

sets the tone of the paper. In most cases, the writer says in a condensed form 
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all he wants to say in the entire paper in the introductory paragraph, while 

the subsequent paragraphs are explication of the various points mentioned in 

the introduction. 

 

The body of an essay is an elaborate detail on the various aspect of the paper 

as mentioned in the introduction. Nnamdi Anumihe has opined that, “An 

essay is a literary composition. It may be written in a literal or non-literal 

style” (199). In other to achieve style, the writer may choose any of: narrative 

style, descriptive style, expository style, discursive style, argumentative style 

and others, in the development of the points in the paragraph. There is no 

rigid style for the explication instead the writer as a master craft man adopts 

any style as may be suitable in the development of the point in the paragraph. 

But each style has its sequencing. Gorrell and Laird have observed that, “the 

arrangement of material defines relationships; the positions of paragraphs, 

sentences, and words convey meaning” (39). 

 

In the sentence, order is the basic device for indicating grammatical 

relationships, and this is given attention at the expression aspect of the essay, 

but the order in which the fact or points are discussed are important aspect of 

organization that must not be neglected. Organization of an essay is more or 

less organizing the outline. There are three major sequencing in the 

organization of an essay: chronological, spatial and logical sequencing. In 

other to achieve adequate explication, the style may be grouped according to 

the appropriate sequencing. Narrative style and Explanatory style use 

chronological sequencing; Expository style and Descriptive style use spatial 

sequencing, while Argumentative style and Discursive style use logical 

sequencing. These are adopted in a larger unit of composition for effective 

classification and analysis on the basis of a main idea. 

 

Chronological sequencing has its root from the Greek word “Chronos” 

meaning time. Human activities are regulated in time. In Narratives or 

Explanatory events follow natural orders which are obvious in the affairs of 



South-South Journal of Humanities and international Studies                      Vol.3 No.1 March, 2020 
 

Effective Communication: Towards A Polemical Dialectics in the Organization of Essay Writing 527 

men. Gorrell and Laird maintain, that “any record of happenings can almost 

always be planned around related times - often by the simple procedure of 

putting first things first” (39). Naturally, things and events have their 

procedures and order of happening and therefore are related in that order. 

 

Secondly, there is the spatial sequencing. This considers the explication of the 

composition paragraph according to space. Descriptive style and Expository 

style may require some sort of space by space approach in unveiling the 

content. Order can show relationships in space and time. Gorrell and Laird 

maintain that, “To help the reader picture relative positions, the writer reflects 

the spatial arrangement by the arrangement of the sentences (40). The 

composition of an organism is biologically divided into the head, the thorax, 

and the abdomen. A good writer follows this sequence according to the 

segments. 

 

The third is the logical sequencing. Organization of an essay paragraph may 

reveal a sort of logic - and rendition of valid statement, of which otherwise 

may be fallacious. Argumentative style and Discursive style require a great 

deal of logical statements. Gorrell and Laird are of the opinion that, “order 

reveals or enforces various kinds of relationships which might generally be 

called logical” (40). Life is live in the midst of several cause and effect - in spite 

of the issues of the divine, me metaphysics and faith. However, each statement 

tilt towards for or against in any situation. Anumihe defines logic, as a method 

of thinking by which ideas or points contained in propositions offered for 

consideration in arguments are subjected to processes of critical reasoning and 

analytical judgment of relationships in order to arrive at inferences or 

conclusions drawn from those premises (59). 

 

In logical sequencing, the subsequent premise is drawn in relation to the 

open statement and this is followed by a valid conclusion. The opening 

statement" is often a general statement; this is followed with specific 

illustration of an aspect of the general statement. Other preceding 
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statements may describe the relationship of the Illustration to the general 

statement and then concludes by restating and expanding or re-

emphasizing the opening statement. Fallacious statements create 

incongruent thoughts and subsequently disjoint the focus of the content of 

the paragraph which invariably affects the entire essay, also ambiguous 

use of words. Hence it is expedient for the writer to draw valid conclusion 

from the relationships of the general premise and the specifics. 

 

By these, the development of the paragraphs must be drawn from the 

outline to achieve coherence. This is because, according to Gorrell and 

Laird, 

 

For the word, for the paragraph, for the whole composition, 

various devices are available which can be used to show 

classifications and relationships. For the whole composition, the 

most useful tool for these purposes is the outline (41). 

 

The outline remains the most valid tool in the organization of any 

composition. With a good outline, the writer can organize his materials, 

co-ordinating it, subordinating it, and arranging it according to the dictates 

of the outline. 

 

As has been noted above, the outline is the basis for co-ordinating, 

subordinating or arranging the points in a composition. Each point in the 

outline should constitute a complete thought or a complete sentence. This 

sentence often times is the topic sentence on which all the ideas are 

developed with co-ordinating or subordinating illustrations, examples, 

emphasis or logical analysis. In each case the writer aptly focus on the 

sentence of the outline to develop the thought. 

 

To achieve adequate co-ordination, the writer may draw a random thought 

from his brainstorming, but takes time to organize these according to the 
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subject and the details. These are placed according to the flow of the thoughts 

and issues in explicating the subject, thus, the details follow the main subject, 

reasons are followed by causes and then the subordinate details. There is no 

issue without a subordinate. In most cases, the writer could be kind enough 

to expose the degree of the subordination in order to expose the strength of 

the opposition. 

 

Paragraph constitutes units that make up the entire composition. A paragraph 

is not a mechanical device for breaking up a page but is essentially a brief 

composition which should follow the basic organizational principles in order 

to achieve the unity of thought and effective communication in essay writing. 

Gorrell and Laird note that “A paragraph is not a specific number of words, 

but an organized discussion of one topic or one part of the topic" (141). In 

other words, a paragraph is developed around a topic sentence. A topic 

sentence is the summary of all that is being said in the paragraph, and an 

integral part of the composition. It can be explicated in many ways. A 

purposeful writer may adopt various techniques in his paragraph 

development. However, the purpose of the paragraph and the materials 

determines the writer’s approach to each paragraph organization. Correll and 

Laird have identified six stages of standard paragraph explication: 

 

i. Topic sentence 

ii. Indication of main division 

iii. Development of main division 

iv. Subtopic sentences 

v. Development of second main division 

vi. Conclusion (142). 

The above may serve as a guide but should not be used dogmatically.  

 

Paragraphs are essentially composition in units. There are no hard and fast 

rules on the position of the topic sentence in a paragraph for most often 

varying the position elicits aesthetics and brings the glamour of the 
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composition unit. Shaw defines a paragraph as “a sequence of related 

sentences, a logical unit developing one thought or a part of one thought; it is 

a group or bundle of sentences tied together for the convenience of readers 

(22). Cornell and Laird have identified seven techniques in paragraph 

development. These include: statement and particular, statement and example 

or illustration, comparison and contrast, statement and reasons, progression 

of ideas, chronological and spatial patterns and related details. Although there 

may be others but as Anumihe puts it, 

 

A good writer must first of all possess the ideas to be imparted 

in his writing. To ensure this, his reflections must be controlled 

and disciplined. Discipline in thought aims at objectivity, 

realism and factual reasoning. It differentiates facts from 

opinion... it voids wishful reverie or day dreaming, bias, 

prejudice, stock assumptions, unsubstantiated information, 

undue generalizations or over simplification of issues and many 

other common faults of reasoning (IX). 

 

This substantiates our premise in the topic that every good essay requires a 

good dose of polemic dialectic in order to achieve effectiveness in creativity 

and presentation of the entire work. 

 

In developing a paragraph, with statement and particulars, a writer can 

describe a man or a house or a scene by giving the reader particulars, which 

will add up to clear idea. In which situation, he goes all out to cite particular 

instances which illustrate or support his initial statement. This type of 

paragraph is organized in such a way that the topic sentence makes a 

statement, while the remainder of the paragraph list particular instances, 

more or less at random, to buttress the facts of the statement. The topic 

sentence ties the particulars together while the particulars illustrate and 

clarify the topic sentence. 
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There is the statement and example or illustration pattern. In this case, the 

paragraph begins with a general statement which is illustrated by the story. 

The example is often interpreted as it relates to the opening statement, and a 

final sentence which carries the main idea a little further is used to cap the 

paragraph. 
 

Comparison and contrast illustrate a statement by juxtaposing it or with 

something simpler or closer to the audience. In this paragraph development, 

the writer makes a valid statement in the topic sentence, but takes time to 

bring familiar experiences to contrast what he has in mind, in order to bring 

the experience closer to the knowledge of the audience. 
 

In statement and reason, the writer makes a statement and then cites reasons 

for the validity of the fact. The opening sentence is given explicit justification 

by the succeeding reason, which more often than not provides explanations 

to the topic sentence. This strictly adhere to the principles of syllogism, the 

inductive or deductive reasoning must not be fallacious. The writer must be 

careful not to fall into the pitfall of illogicality. 
 

Progression of ideas as a pattern of paragraph development connects logically 

related statements to develop the desired general idea. In this form, each 

sentence moves the reader logically nearer to the final statement. One 

fundamental nature of this pattern of paragraph development is that, the 

paragraph progresses so far from the first statement of the topic sentence that 

the body of the paragraph becomes a denial of what was suggested in the first 

sentence. 
 

Chronological and spatial patterns are forms of releasing details in the order 

of their occurrence in space and time. In this pattern, paragraphs usually take 

episodic form as the actions are demarcated as in the dramatic acts and scenes. 

The story line is carefully drawn according to the events in time and space. 

Objects are also talked about with absolute focus on their organic structures 

without mix placements. 



South-South Journal of Humanities and international Studies                      Vol.3 No.1 March, 2020 
 

Effective Communication: Towards A Polemical Dialectics in the Organization of Essay Writing 532 

Finally, we have the related details pattern of paragraph development. 

Naturally, details may be related because they are all characteristics of a 

person, or a people or parts of a scenario, or aspects of the same problem; in 

which ever case, the paragraph is developed according to these details and as 

they follow naturally, especially if their connection with one another is 

obvious. In this case, the topic sentence may serve as an opening to be 

followed by the combined details as they are related to the topic sentence. A 

paragraph as an integral part of the composition should be built upon a 

conscious plan, and this plan should be part of the general organization of the 

essay which should be apparent to the reader from the introduction through 

the body of the conclusion. 

 

Since the writer is expected to say all he intends to write in the introductory 

sentence, the conclusion is supposed to put a final position to whatever has 

been said. Gorrell and Laird maintain that, 

 

The conclusion offers an opportunity for the writer to press 

whatever points he wishes his reader to remember most. A 

good conclusion must close the paper and make the reader feel 

that the stopped because he has exhausted “what he had to say- 

“not because a bell rang or he came to the bottom of a page” 

(181). 

 

To develop a good conclusion, the writer must recall the whole composition, 

and in particular the central idea. This helps the reader to assess what the 

composition has accomplished. Most often the conclusion offers the reader an 

opportunity for warnings on things to avoid, suggestions on things to 

implement, or the final issue to hold as at the time and state of the 

composition. In most cases, there is a restatement of the main idea of what the 

writer wants the reader to remember. This is often done in a nutshell. The 

writer carefully re-echoes the main points unequivocally in a few lines. The 

writer may close with a dramatic or striking example or illustration, or a 
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telling quotation that tends to capture all he has said. Gorrell and Laird opine 

that, the conclusion is designed chiefly to make sure that the reader leaves the 

essay with its main points clearly in mind. It helps the reader recall patterns 

of relationships which the essay has followed; sometimes it makes effort to 

show him the special significance of those relationships (183). 

 

So far we have taken the time to address this act of organizing an essay, with 

adequate introduction to direct proper paragraph development in order to 

present the point and proceed through unequivocal recollection to make a 

remarkable conclusion. Hence we categorically say that an unorganized 

composition irrespective of the application of the content, expression and 

mechanical accuracy is a failed composition. For a good organization, there 

must be a good outline, a good introduction, a good paragraph development 

and an apt recapitulation of what has been said to give the reader an 

opportunity to refresh on the problem and solution as the task one by the 

writer. This means in effect that a good essay must conform to the principles 

of polemical dialectics in the organization and presentation of both format 

and content. 
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