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Abstract 
The study examined the developmental implications of the problem of 

insecurity in Nigeria. Amongst all other problems bothering under 

developed and developing nations lately, insecurity is perceived to a 

topical issue. Insecurity lately has taken the center stage which seems to 

be evident in many parts of the world. (Nigeria inclusive). It is however 

truism that insecurity in Nigeria is characterized by complete chaos, 

breakdown of rules and regulations, caused by ethnic militias which 

hinders growth and development. Insecurities in this part of the world 

have been alleged to have been attributed to some factors which include 

corrupt leadership practices, indigence, open borders, religious 

difference, fanaticism and superiority among others. In the light of the 

above study, the paper reviewed the concept of insecurity in Nigeria, its 

causes, the consequentiality of insecurity for development in Nigeria. 

Similarly, as part of the remedies of insecurity in Nigeria, the paper 

dissected the remedies of insecurities by creating wealth, securing all 

community and state borders, introducing the inculcation of trainings to 

view all religions equally, creating or providing jobs for citizens, 

punishing offenders and perpetrators and rehabilitation among others. 

Consequently, the paper concluded that since insecurity has the 

propensity to reduce foreign investments and investors, frustrate private 

business owners, shut down schools and distort institutions calendar and 

curriculum, it is however evident that all stakeholders should treat and 

see this menace as cancers, lies and canker worms, to restore and ensure 

lives and properties of citizens which transcends to national growth and 

development in all spheres of the economy. 
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Introduction  

Nigeria is a nation rich in abundance of natural resources. These resources 

include crude, natural gas, cocoa, groundnut, coal and tin amongst other 

mineral and non-mineral products. Resources according to the Merriam 

Webster Dictionary (2015) is the supply of something, a natural source of 

wealth or revenue, a natural feature that improves human life. It is 

something that a nation is endowed with, that is used to generate wealth. 

Thus, it is for this reason that Fatubarin (2014) affirms that in as much as 

nations are endowed with these natural resources, they are to be effectively 

managed to ensure and assure their sustainability. In the same vein, Nigeria 

is situated in West Africa with more than 250 ethnic nationalities or groups 

with an estimated population of 170,123,740 people (men, women and 

children inclusive) established by the 2006 census report/ results. (Akinjide 

as cited in Charas, 2015). However, there seems to be a general consensus 

amongst people that Nigeria is in fact the most populated nation in Africa 

and this explains why insecurities and its tides should be stemmed to 

ensure this menace ceases to exist. 

 

Based on the foregoing, managing these abundance of natural resources, 

securing lives and properties of citizens in a nation densely populated like 

Nigeria, is quite an arduous tasks vis-à-vis economic development, 

technological advancement, growth and security. This assertion may not be 

unconnected to why security is one of the cardinal or fundamental rights of 

an individual as enshrined in the nation’s 1999 constitution. The 

constitution in section 14(2) (b) stipulates thus “the security and welfare of 

the people shall be the primary purpose of the government”. This implies 

that nations whether black or white, densely or scarcely populated must 

strive to always protect the lives and properties of her citizens in the face of 

any danger or insecurity. Literally, danger portends the possibility that 

someone maybe hurt or killed, something very unpleasant or bad will 
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happen that may inflict pains, injury, harm or loss. Little wonder, the paper 

examines rethinking humanities for stemming the tide of insecurity in 

Nigeria. Implications for development. However, this chapter shall 

critically and philosophically x-ray the definition and concept of insecurity, 

causes of insecurity in Nigeria, effects of insecurity or what it does to the 

economy/people and the remedies for solving existing problems or 

problems that may arise in the future. 

 

Definition / Concept of Insecurity in Nigeria 

There are a plethora of definitions and meanings concerning the concept of 

insecurity the world over, as there are sands in the sea shore. This is because 

matters of safety and security have become very topical issues lately in 

Nigeria. However, for clarity, the paper will first and foremost elucidate the 

meaning of security before delving into the concept of insecurity. Insecurity 

to Nwagboso (2012) is keeping oneself effectively safe from harm or danger, 

protection and preservation of values, lack of disturbance or violence from 

certain people living together with shared customs, values, perception, 

religion and so on. These are pointers that insecurity is highly significant if 

people from different walks of life will consciously and continuously live 

together in peace. In a like manner, Adejumo as cited in Idoko and Dasuma 

(2014) perceive security to be the act of maintaining and keeping peace 

within and around governing territories. Adebakin (2012) in a similar vein, 

sees security as freedom from danger and the ability of a country to guide, 

guard and develop herself, promote, uphold and preserve values and 

lawful interest that will boost the wellbeing of citizens. These definitions 

therefore suggests that, these territories could be guarded by constituted 

authorities to ensure peaceful coexistence thereby stemming insecurities. 

 

Similarly, the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) (1994) 

defines human security to be protection from hidden and harmful 

disruption in the daily activities, at homes, offices or communities. But that 

Williams (2008) avers that, security is a socio-political mechanism. By 
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implication, it is socio-political for the lucid reason that security creates an 

absence of political stability and invariably, there will be confusion and 

disorderliness in social activities. Palme as cited in Adeleke (2013) argues 

that, there seem to be a visible relationship between security and survival. 

To the researcher, security is a basic condition for the survival of human 

beings. Thus, this infirmity between the aforementioned is tied to freedom 

from all kinds of danger including terrorism, kidnapping, armed robber, 

killing amongst others. Security here involves all the measures, 

mechanisms and machineries (3Ms) institutions set up that are geared 

towards protecting and preserving the lives and properties of a people in 

an environment devoid of violence, conflict and insurgencies. 

 

Insecurity, lately have become a rife in many parts of the world. Insecurity 

however, in the views of Eme (2011) is a state of kidnapping, incessant wave 

of crime and armed robbery attacks. These are indications that communities 

in Nigeria like many other parts of the world encounter the challenges of 

insecurity. As a result, there are fears, suspicions, intolerance and greed 

domination in most communities in the country and especially in the North 

which has many ethnic minorities (Charas, 2015). It is to this effect that the 

myriad of challenges ravaging the North and the Niger Delta are like canker 

worms, worse than malaria and needs urgent and immediate attention to 

minimize, if not, bring to a halt by all cadres or levels of government and 

designated institutions or organizations. The level of insecurity leaves 

scholars and researchers wondering aloud that, despite the huge amount of 

resources voted yearly for security purposes, the menace is worrisomely 

yet to be curbed or controlled and in the same vein, are the resources 

diverted to other sectors of the economy? Are the constituted organizations 

not efficient? These rhetorics seem to have become a debate in most social 

gatherings. Insecurity therefore, is a state of being unsettled, apprehensive 

or afraid, unstable, not effectively protected from all forms of danger and 

threat to lives and properties. 
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Causes of Insecurity 

Peace is a prerequisite for security while unrest portends insecurity. 

However, security is the bedrock upon which all national developmental 

activities, dreams and visions are actualized. Without the above, villages, 

communities, towns, cities, states, regions and the entire country would 

observe periods and season of great fear and anxiety emanating from 

killings, bombings, kidnapping/adductions and armed robberies. 

Corroborating this state of affairs, Omede and Omede (2015) affirm that, 

security throughout a nation facilitates all round or holistic development. 

Thus, insecurity is a direct consequence of underdevelopment in some 

nations. 

 

The causes of insecurity to Omede and Omede (2015), Ewetan and Urhie 

(2014), Eme (2015) and Udeh and Ihezie (2012) are sorted into different 

groups. These groups according to the writers and scholars are the 

government, parents, youths and a merger of the above. A fusion of these 

broad categories would provide the following as the causes of insecurity in 

Nigeria; joblessness, corrupt leadership and practices, politics, struggle for 

resources, weak security system, inappropriate training and education, 

insufficient provision of basic amenities for the populace, indigence, gross 

exploitation, ethnic differences, religious differences, open borders of 

Nigeria, high influx of arms and ammunition amongst others. 

 

Joblessness 

Most individuals who are willing and able to earn a decent living are 

jobless. Hence, joblessness connotes a state of not having any meaningful 

engagement to sustain a healthy lifestyle or living (Edenkwo & Edenkwo, 

2017). The above position is evident in youths especially in developing and 

underdeveloped countries like Nigeria, where most youths upon 

graduation from tertiary institutions, do not find or gain employments to 

enable them fend for themselves, their families and as well as meet the 

needs and aspirations of the larger society. Supporting the above premise, 
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Ude, Okoroafor and Ihezie (2013) asserts that, unemployment is ravaging a 

high number of youths in Nigeria and as well as a result, these youths 

engage in various social vices. These vices range from boko haram 

activities, kidnapping, armed robberies, drug abuse, gangsters, to mention 

a few. The implication of these are seen in situations where these 

insecurities are not stemmed, jobless youths become restive and plague the 

society. 

 

Corrupt Leadership and Practices 

Corruption is any practice done outside set rules or not in agreement with 

laid down or fundamental principles and guidelines. This premise tallies 

with Adeleke (2013) position that, any leader heading any group whether 

formal or informal, faith based or religious organizations must be 

transparent and devoid of  any form of corrupt practices. This is suggestive 

of the fact that in a company of two or more people, the need for a leader 

becomes highly expedient to direct and enhance the accomplishment of 

both group and individual goals. Charas (2015) argues that, good leaders 

are born and not made while some are born leaders in the midst of myriad 

adversities. Hence, it is not antithetical to state that in Nigeria and most 3rd 

World countries, poor leadership amongst other problems seem to have 

added more injuries to the little existing peace in the country. These 

leadership crises in Nigeria have been packed with successions of different 

types of crises caused by diversity and complexities of ethno-cultural, social 

and religious upheavals or tumult (Charas, 2015). It is therefore against this 

backdrop that giving out quality leadership directions in a country like 

Nigeria becomes a herculean assignment as a result of the problem. 

According to the researchers, poor leadership has led to instability and 

causes of insecurity not only in North but also Nigeria in general. They 

include thuggery, indiscipline, corruption, bombing and so on. The 

researcher furthers that, the recent Boko-Haram insurgency and terrorist 

activities in many parts of the local government areas in Adamawa, Bornu 
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and Yobe States all through 2014 may have also been caused by the problem 

of poor leadership and lack of political will to fight insurgencies. 

 

Indigence 

This is an obvious challenge accompanied by unemployment, hunger, 

starvation, theft and all other menaces. These indices implies that, the level 

of indigence in any community or nation is high. This position gives 

credence to why Udeh, Okoroafor and Ihezie (2013) aver that, Nigeria’s 

North-West and North-East have been taken over by Islamic insurgents, 

about 75 percent of the people live in abject poverty or indigence. Similarly, 

in a recent report of the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS), Nigeria’s 

poverty profile 2010 indicates 69 percentage equating 112.6 million 

Nigerians are living below the level of poverty or indigence. Oshodi (2012) 

corroborates that, the North-West and North-East geographical zones fall 

within the higher poverty range level. This means that where there are no 

jobs, food, education or money to feed, people in these regions may tend to 

do just anything to survive. Thus, unrest becomes the order of the day. 

 

Open Borders  

Borders are forms of securities between nations or countries. Thus, 

boundaries are to communities what borders are to counties. Borders are 

established to check or limit the influx of people especially migrants exiting 

or entering a particular nation. Achumba, Ighomereho, Akpan-Robaro 

(2013) opine that, the unguarded frontiers of the country, where the 

continuous movements of people are not check-mated is a significant 

contributor to the increasing levels of insecurity in Nigeria. The resultant 

effect of the above indices depicts the free and unrestricted movement of 

arms and ammunition. This unrestricted scenario of the movement of 

weapons into the country (Nigeria inclusive), have increased the rate of 

insurgencies and unrest in many parts of Nigeria. Some scholars are in 

agreement that 8 million illegal arms and ammunition are being housed in 

Nigeria due to the fact that our borders are open. (Edeko, 2011). Thus, the 
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need to secure the nooks and crannies of the country, thereby stemming 

insecurities and its effects. 

 

Religious Differences, Fanaticism and Superiority  

Religion is any way a people relate, communicate and remain in close 

contact with their God or gods. However, religious differences, fanaticism 

and superiority is perceived one of many causes of insecurity around the 

globe, especially in Nigeria. This is in consonance with Udoh (2015) that 

religious bigotry lately has evoked insecurity in Nigeria. This menace is 

usually prominent in the Northern part of Nigeria where attacks are 

launched on churches and Christians by Muslims. This acts perpetrated by 

extremists due to religious differences leave most Northern states, cities 

and communities unsafe and insecure for individuals. The fanatism gave 

rise to assassination, breakdown of law and order and an almost collapse 

of the security system. By implication, the lives of people are threatened, 

fear, anxiety, loss of lives, properties and curfew cannot be separated from 

this axiom. 

 

Imposition of unpopular policies   

Every organization or institution is guided by certain policies, laws and 

principles. These policies are put in place to checkmate the activities of 

individuals. In countries, the government is usually responsible for policy 

making. In line with the above, Charas (2015) and Ude, Okoroafor and 

Ihezie (2013) assert that, policies are made by the government and that 

citizens are to welcome such policies whether favorable or unfavorable. 

This implies that individuals most times, do not wholehearted embrace all 

government policies be it good or bad. These are shown in situations where 

citizens take to the streets for mass protest in cases of unfavorable policies. 

In most cases, the peaceful demonstration culminates into crisis and violent 

demonstration. According to the scholars cited above, the fuel subsidy 

removal by former President Ebele Goodluck Jonathan in January 1st, 2012 

took masses to the street in most parts of the country which resulted in 
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violent demonstration, where people died and others, sustaining massive 

injuries. 

 

The Effects or Consequences of Insecurity in Nigeria. 

Insecurity amongst many other problems in most civilized and developed 

countries are usually not treated with kid’s gloves. It is like lice, if not 

effectively handled or stemmed would generally infest the whole head. 

Therefore, the effects or consequences of insecurity cannot be over 

emphasized in Nigeria and other African countries. It includes the 

following among others. (Babangida, 2012 & Chara, 2015). 

 

Increase in Migration 

Migration is the deliberate movement of people from one location to 

another, probably in search of greener pastures. Therefore, one of the 

reasons families and individuals move or migrate is as a result of danger, 

kidnappings, fear and so on. Insurgencies and insecurities in Nigeria have 

led and increased the dramatic twist of the wave of migration. Charas (2015) 

seems to be in tandem with the above position that due to fear of the 

unknown, insurgency and terrorist activities, many families in the North-

East have fled for their lives to other safe, unaffected and peaceful areas of 

the country. Deductions from the above statement implies that, women and 

children run away from their communities, villages and states in order to 

make and sustain a living where insecurities are at the barest minimum. 

 

Reduction of Foreign Investors/Investments 

Foreign investment is the hallmark of economic development, growth and 

advancement in many nations and Nigeria inclusive. It has been observed 

that foreign investment which is a main stay of the nation’s economy apart 

from the crude oil has drastically reduced. (Idoko and Dansuma, 2014). This 

is as a result of the fear of insecurity and its unending effects on foreign 

investors and her investments. This situation has stifled the economy as 
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well as increased the rate at which foreigners especially white were 

kidnapped. 

 

Reduction in International Community Relationship with Hostile 

Nations. 

Individuals, organizations, institutions or firms engage in networking 

relationships and partnerships in terms of bilateral relationship for gainful 

business activities. In view of the state of insecurity in Nigeria, it has been 

observed that international community relationships or affinities with 

hostile nations is in the decline. Omede and Omede (2012), allude that in 

respect to the state and rate of insecurity and violence in Nigeria, 

international communities perceived her to be hostile and rebellious 

towards bilateral relationships. These are pointers that the obvious 

scenarios negate the indices of growth, development and economic 

advancement. 

 

Frustration of Private Business Owners 

Private business owners are individuals or entrepreneurs who own their 

different businesses, manage, direct, organize, enjoy the profits and bear 

the risks of their businesses alone. Insecurity, wars, bombing, killings and 

insurgencies have become a cancer that has eaten deep into the fabrics of 

the nation. It is as a result of this that, Idoko and Dasuma (2014) agree that, 

most private business owners in the North are non-indigenes and they have 

left their businesses due to the fear of insurgencies in some Northern states 

and communities in Nigeria. This is deductible of the fact that most 

personal business outlets are closed due to the fear of the loss of lives and 

properties. Business owners either relocate their personal business outlets 

or closed down out rightly due to insecurity and insurgencies. 

 

Decrease in Tourism  

Generally, most individuals and families take out time from work for 

tourism. They travel and take a tour to different parts of the country. 
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However, quite recently, it has been observed that tourism and 

insurgencies are almost inseparable in Nigeria apart from the fact that it is 

a major source of revenue to some states and countries. Idoko and Dasuma 

(2014) aver that, the growth of foreign investment in tourism is one of the 

major source of revenue to the nations and as such, it has reduced 

considerably. In the thoughts of Adejumo (2011), some developed countries 

warned her citizens against visiting or travelling to Nigeria because of its 

state of insecurity. This implies that, people/individuals should be very 

careful of nations or countries they visit, all in the name of tourism, to avoid 

insecurities and her likes. 

 

Shut Down of Schools and the Distortion of Academic Calendars. 

Education is the transfer of worthwhile values, knowledge, norms, culture 

amongst others from one generation to another. Thus, quality education is 

the bedrock of civilized communities, states and nations. But on the 

contrary, quality education accompanied by the distortion of the 

curriculum and the academic calendars are usually visible in most states 

where insurgencies are prevalent or have taken the center stage. Ali (2013) 

and Charas (2015) confirm that most schools, whether private or public 

especially in some parts of Adamawa, Bornu, Gombe and Yobe States were 

closed for a long time. This shows that academic, teaching and learning 

calendar were distorted, and as a result of this, students may not perform 

optimally both during internal and external examinations. 

 

Remedies of Insecurities in Nigeria 

Globally, internationally and locally, every 21st century nation that wants to 

reposition herself and still remain a safe haven for people, should seek for 

measures of stemming the tides of insecurities or better still make security 

her watch word. 
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Provision of Jobs 

A Nigerian adage says “an idle mind, is the devil’s workshop” therefore, to 

avoid being used by either other individuals or the devil negatively, people 

should be meaningfully engaged. Every individual who is willing and able 

to work should find adequate jobs to earn a living. Thus, jobs should be 

created both by the government and other wealthy people in the society to 

forestall joblessness. Again, youths can venture into entrepreneurships to 

keep their minds and hands busy in order to minimize the involvements in 

social vices that invoke insecurities be it at the village, state or national 

levels. 

 

Absence of Corrupt Leadership and Practices  

The bane on most African leadership is corruption. Hence, leadership 

should be devoid of corruption if peace and security are to be sustained. 

Similarly, leaders and all activities linked with leadership should conform 

to set guidelines, rules and regulations. All activities are to be transparent, 

thug free and expunge indiscipline of all forms. The absence of the 

aforementioned could make for security and harmony amongst all 

concerned (Populace) when insecurity is stemmed and it ceases to be a 

mirage or cliché. 

 

Wealth Creation 

Wealth creation or availability is capable of stimulating security. On the 

other hand, poverty or indigence induces hunger, stealing, starvation etc. 

Wealth should be evenly distributed within the society in order not to 

provoke insecurity. 

 

Well Secured Borders 

Borders should be well secured to minimize the free movement of migrants 

and arms into the nation. All borders should have armed security officials 

most of the times to limit the entry and exit of miscreants because they are 

perceived to smuggle in arms, ammunition and other dangerous explosives 
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that are harmful to human existence. Capable border guards should be 

trained to secure national borders which will invariably stem the tides of 

insecurity. 

 

Inculcation of Training to view all Religion Equal 

Differences in religion and religious activities are perceived to cause 

insecurities. Hence, there should be adequate trainings, and retraining, 

orientations and re-orientation to religious followers to ensure that all 

religions are seen or viewed equal. The above should also involve teachings 

that encourage the value of human lives, dissuade killings and bloodshed, 

concentrate on values and morals as well as embrace positive doctrines to 

arouse security and not insecurity. 

 

Imposition of Fair and Healthy Policies. 

Policies are put in place for the benefit of the society. To this end, healthy 

policies should be formulated that can be embraced by all individuals in 

order to reduce to the smallest possible amount or degree of violence in any 

society and in other words, stem insecurity. When this is actualized, 

insecurity can be curtailed. 

 

Conclusion  

Security is without a doubt antithetical to insecurity. Security in every 

environment is a direct indices of peace, safety, happiness, absence of fear, 

tensions and the continuous preservation and ultimate protection of all 

human lives and properties, which is in congruence with the Federal 

Republic of Nigeria’s 1999 Constitution, since it is the fundamental human 

right of all citizens. It is therefore against this backdrop that the tide of 

insecurity in Nigeria should be effectively and efficiently stemmed for 

national development and growth of every sectors of the nation’s economy. 

This is however premised on the fact, that insecurity causes the continuous 

reduction of foreign investments, on international relationships with hostile 

nations, heighten the frustration of private business owners and with the 
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ultimate shutting down of school’s academic calendar and curriculum. 

Similarly, to forestall this trend, the government, organizations or 

institutions including stakeholders should treat this cancer, lice, canker 

worm and monster that has eaten deeply into the fabrics of the nation’s 

polity and democracy. 
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