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Abstract 
In any given society, education at all levels is targeted at nurturing 

individuals that will use the knowledge gained from the teaching- 

learning process to impact positively on the society. In whatever form it 

takes, whether formal, non-formal or informal, there exist a variety of 

prescribed contents, teaching methods, and systems of evaluation. The 

contents that make up the music curriculum for instance is expected to be 

taught using suitable methods that in turn should be evaluated through a 

systematic process of collecting information and the dissemination of the 

results of same into the teaching-learning situation. Consequently, the 

suitability of a programme may be determined by administering various 

tests on students in tandem with their cognitive and psychomotor 

development. The purpose is to motivate students to perfect their 

performance skills in singing, dancing and drumming, to ascertain the 

level of technical skills acquired and scope of repertory, the students’ areas 

of difficulty and special abilities. However, the validity of such tests 

especially at the junior secondary school level needs to be examined. The 

paper therefore, seeks to carry out an examination of the contents and the 

efficacy of such tests in order to ascertain its relevance, reliability and 

authenticity. it is also to assess the suitability of the Junior Secondary 

School music curriculum. Information for the study was gathered from 

the internet and library materials like books and journals. Structured and 

unstructured questionnaires were distributed to respondents from 

randomly selected schools that offer music at the junior secondary level in 

Delta State. Findings show some level of deficiency in the curriculum and 

evaluation process. Useful recommendations were also made that if 
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implemented, will help in equipping better, products of the educational 

system in accomplishing the enormous task of the educational project.  

 

Keywords: Music Education, Music Curriculum, Singing, Performance, 

African Music.  

 

Introduction  

Tests in music are found in both indigenous and formal systems of 

education. The purpose is to motivate students to perfect their performance 

skills in singing, dancing and drumming; to determine the level of technical 

skills and scope of repertory, to determine the students’ special difficulties 

and finally to determine the students’ special abilities. However, the 

objectives of tests seem to have been misunderstood, misapplied or 

wrongly administered in recent times by music teachers. This has led to 

situations where test results are not true representations of students’ 

capabilities. Despite these issues, tests still remain accepted provided they 

show qualities of validity and reliability when applied. The main thrust of 

this paper is to examine the nature of the test instrument with the Junior 

Secondary School Curriculum. The assessment of music students at this 

level is based on continuous assessment (C.A), end of term, end of year and 

final J.S.S. examinations. The assessment is further segmented into three 

domains based on Benjamin Bloom’s taxonomy of psychomotor, cognitive 

and affective classification.  

 

Examination Bodies for Music in Nigeria  

Music has been a subject in Nigerian schools for over six decades. At the 

secondary level, the content of instruction had to synchronize with the 

standard of the University of London Schools Examinations Matriculation 

Council. One of its functions was to conduct such examinations and to 

award certificates provided that the certificates did not represent a lower 

standard of attainment than equivalent certificates of examining authorities 

in the United Kingdom (Ademola, 2011).The music curriculum for the West 
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African Examination Council (WAEC) was drawn by the Associated Board 

of Royal Schools of Music (ABRSM), London until the eventual 1981 

Nigeria Policy on Education (NPE) which established the junior and senior 

secondary schools. While the senior secondary schools examination 

remained with WAEC, the junior counterpart was examined by the State 

Ministries of Education.  

 

At the tertiary level, the Federal Ministry of Education, through its agencies 

like the National Universities Commission (NUC and National 

Commission for Colleges of Education (NCCE) prescribed minimum 

academic standard for each category of tertiary institutions. All test 

instruments for both theoretical and practical courses which must he based 

on the accredited curricula are externally moderated to qualify the result 

with international standards.  

 

The Role of Teachers and Students in Ensuring Quality Education  

The Federal Government of Nigeria considers education as a paramount 

instrument for all-round national development. According to Aibuedefe 

and Abolagba (2016), education is a virile tool for the development of any 

individual or group of individuals. Its meant to aid the spiritual, 

psychological, academic and the moral well-being of the individual. In the 

same vein, Ademola (2011) asserted that, education, no doubt, is crucial for 

the development of society. Hence there is substantial financial, 

infrastructural and human investment in the sector. Achievement tests are 

therefore important since they can help in determining the worth of the 

material and manpower investment in the sector. Music teachers 

irrespective of their areas of specialization endeavour to teach every aspect 

of the curriculum in order to achieve a good result at the end of the 

programme. On the other hand, students will not only he exposed to the 

whole curriculum in the learning process, hut will endeavour to cover all 

that is required even if it means out-of- school efforts.  
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Scope  

Geographically, the research is centered on Delta State and precisely on 

Junior Secondary School final examinations. It involved the collection and 

analysis of test items from 1992 to 1996. Interviews with music educators 

and State Ministry of Education officials were conducted as it affects the 

validity and reliability of the current test system.  

 

How Tests Came About  

Before the term ‘test’ came into use in formal educational literature, 

Nigerians had devised some means of getting results of their input into 

child up-bringing. It was a means of confirming that, what was taught n-as 

rightly learnt. According to Idolor (1996:20), ‘after observing an elder make 

a heap of yam cultivation, the child is asked to make his; this can also be 

applied to blacksmithing, drumming and language skills...’ Nzewi (1991) 

also observes that evaluation is made based on how the music is able to 

generate the desired spirit and mood required to accomplish the social and 

contextual objectives associated with its institutional and/ or situational 

conception and as such the traditional musician, unlike the pop musician, 

remains to a large extent the soul and conscience of his entire community. 

He does not necessarily humour the whims of vain individuals in the 

society. His integrity as a musician is important to him and is appropriately 

recognized and respected by his community or event-music user.  

 

Though the roots of testing got lost in antiquity, there is the well- 

established system of civil service examinations prevailing in the Chinese 

empire for some three thousand years. Among the ancient Greeks, testing 

was an established aspect of their educational process. Tests were also used 

to assess the mastery of physical as well as intellectual skills. The Socratic 

method of teaching, with its interviewing of testing and teaching has much 

in common with Middle Ages. European Universities also relied on formal 

examinations in awarding degrees and honours.  
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In formal educational literature, one of the first problems that stimulated 

the development of psychological tests was the identification of the 

mentally retarded. For instance, in 1838, a French physician, J.E.D. Esquirol, 

observed that there are many degrees of mental retardation, varying along 

a continuum from normality to low grade idiocy. In an effort to develop 

some systems for classifying the different degrees and varieties of 

retardation, Esquirol tried several procedures hut concluded that the 

individuals use of language provides the most dependable criterion of his 

intellectual leve1 (Anastasi and Urbina 1997). Tests are considered to be 

predominantly in the best interest of the person being assessed, and also to 

protect the interests of society, or an organization. It is a process by which 

relevant data are collected and transformed into information for decision 

making.  

 

Types of Tests  

The aims of tests vary, the psychological development stages of man differ 

a great deal and the subject matters to he used are also different both in 

scope and complexity. For these reasons, different types of tests have been 

designed to suit given situations. Nwana (2000) identifies two broad types 

of test items, namely objective tests and essays. The objective test types 

include the True/False, multiple choice, arrangement, matching and 

completion. On the other hand, the essay test types include the short answer 

and long essay.  

 

In music, tests are administered to determine the extent of pupils’ 

achievement vis-à-vis the set objectives. This is called performance 

assessment. It consists of questions which the teacher asks in the course of 

the lesson and at the end of the presentation. Aptitude tests can also he used 

by music teachers to determine what special practical skills pupils possess. 

It may also be used to determine pupils’ level of interests in various areas 

of music like instruments, dance and singing.  
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Quality of Tests  

Tests, in which questions function prominently, should be used as a 

teaching technique for a variety of role-play between the teacher and 

students in the teaching-learning situation. Tests items should therefore be 

relevant to the topic stressing the implication of the topic to the student. 

They should also challenge thinking and invite solutions to problems 

expecting more than recitation of memorized materials. Good test items 

should he clear and easy to comprehend. Music teachers are therefore 

expected to ask answerable questions which are within the understanding 

of the students. Examiners must also be patient to enable the students to 

think out answers to the questions. Test questions must also be set within 

the approved syllabus. ‘If any section of the syllabus is not represented by 

questions, then the test ceases to be adequately relevant, it ceases to be a 

valid measure of the subject (Nwana, 2000). Another quality of tests is 

reliability, which means consistency of evaluation results. By this, what is 

meant is that when tests are repeated, the students’ score will remain the 

same as previously recorded.  

 

The Need for Tests  

There are two broad purposes of tests - that which is external to the school 

and that which is internal to the school. This can further be analyzed to be 

in the interest of society or a wide group, and the interest of the child. Once 

evaluation is seen as a state of mind, a model rather than a technique, its 

place in the organization of learning is clear. According to Shipman (2000), 

‘the purposes of tests are for diagnosis, guidance, grading, selection, 

prediction and evaluation’. It is needed for motivation, direction, checking, 

encouragement and reward. Also, a very small sample of work of children 

can he selected for thorough assessment because it is to he reported to 

parents, or used to group, or to transfer to different schools or to pass to 

other teachers. From the foregoing, one of the objective ways of 

determining the quality of students or candidates for a programme is to 

design and administer a test precisely to seek for the necessary information.  
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Tests in Music  

Assessment through tests in music as a phenomenon is not a recent 

undertaking. Even in pre-historical times, members of a community had 

criteria for assessing individuals as competent singers, drummers, dancers 

and directors. However, with improved formal education and scientific 

enquiry, like many other subject areas, music has received research 

endeavour in the area of tests The inner London Education Authority 

(ILEA) music guidelines according to Shipman, should probe into attitudes, 

listening, performing and knowledge- Tests in listening for example should 

he able to find out whether the students are aurally alert, memorize and 

identify sounds previously heard, recognize aural patterns, different 

pitches, intensity, timbre, rhythm, note duration, musical styles and 

periods.  

       

Test items, types and mode of administration vary from one teacher to 

another depending on the prevailing circumstances and the information so 

desired. In the Nigerian formal system of education particularly at the J.S.S 

level, ldolor (2014) records that test items are only in multiple choice and 

essay types neglecting the aspect of skill acquisition in applied music 

studies which is designed for the purpose of vocation. Consequently, 

students tend to develop apathy towards the subject as the bulk of what 

determines the endeavour is neither learnt nor tested.  

 

Research Design  

There are many dimensions of sources of educational problems which are 

the basis of educational research. Eight major sources can he depicted, 

namely - content, methodology, administration, philosophy, evaluation, 

history, sociology, and psychology. In this research project, the effort is 

mainly on problems of evaluation in the Junior Secondary School in Delta 

State particularly at the final year examination. This research relies on both 

primary and secondary sources of information for its data.  
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Population  

The research covers fifteen local government areas of Delta State. Emphasis 

is on JSS III final year examination which is conducted by the state Ministry 

of Education. Data was collected from examination question papers 

spanning from 1992 to 1996. Music teachers and examiners were 

interviewed on the suitability and validity of the instrument of test. 

Officials of the ministry of education were also interviewed on the 

procedure for the construction of music test instruments.  

 

Sampling Techniques  

Ideally, it will he best to study every examination paper since the inception 

of the Junior Secondary School Certificate Examination (JSSCE) programme 

in 1985, but the number is too large for a project like this which has limited 

time for completion. In consequence, the stratified Random Sampling 

Technique was adopted in choosing the respondents based on location, age, 

and experience. However, the Systematic Selection Sampling Technique 

was used for question papers from 1992 to 1996. This technique was not 

only a good representative fraction (50%) of the population, hut also the 

most recent of all the papers.  

 

Institutions in Delta State, he it primary, secondary or tertiary, were not all 

established in the same year. Thus, the researcher considered it more 

authentic to gather data from older institutions where resource persons and 

documents to substantiate necessary information may be available. 

Information on formal music education was gathered from people with 

reasonable formal education in musical studies. Visits for data collection 

were also made to the Delta State Ministry of Education, Asaba where most 

statistical information on students’ examination results and procedure for 

test construction are kept.  
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Administration of Questionnaires  

Before the administration of the questionnaires, a familiarization visit was 

paid to the proposed informants, introducing the topic and the likely 

questions to he asked. The aim is to intimate the respondents with the 

subject matter so that information that is not readily available may he 

sought on the day of interview. It was also meant to dispel any suspicion of 

security risks in the release of official information in connection with the 

research. The questions were administered in an interview conducted at the 

convenience of the respondents. The accompanying tape recording (where 

allowed) and writing were meant for documentation of responses.  

 

Sources of Data Collection  

Being an analytical study, data used were from both primary and secondary 

sources which included documents, interviews and articles in journals, 

textbooks and thesis. Data collected through primary sources included 

official documents and records in the ministry of education, especially on 

matters relating to educational measurements, assessment, edicts, acts and 

policies and how they affected modes of music assessment in schools. 

Through the extensive fieldwork embarked on, informants who were 

practically involved as students, teachers or administrators in early formal 

education in Delta State were consulted from whom primary information 

were also gathered. The Test and Measurement Unit officers of the Ministry 

of Education were interviewed on the procedures and qualification of 

examiners whose services are employed in the task of test construction for 

the final J.S.S. Examinations.  

 

System of Data Analysis  

The data collection instrument was partly by interviews and collection of 

relevant music documents. Information so collected was duly verified with 

available documents and/or oral support. Effort was made to see the reason 

for music curricular innovations and how these influenced existing modes 

of assessments. The analysis was on the number of questions apportioned 
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to the different sections of the music curriculum and also with a view of 

their structural presentation. Examination questions with double answers 

or some without answers were isolated, especially in the multiple choice 

type.  

 

The Test System and the Content of the J.S.S Music Curriculum  

When music was introduced into the secondary schools in Nigeria by the 

missionary proprietors, and in compliance with the overseas examining 

authority, the curriculum of the Associated Board of Royal Schools of 

Music, London was imported and implemented in the system. Aspects of 

the content included aural training where students were expected to 

identify time signatures, short rhythmic passages, tempi, write melodic and 

rhythmic passages after listening describe intervals and cadences, identify 

chords in progression and modulations. It also involved the analysis of 

piano pieces, symphonies and transcription on two staves of a short piece 

for orchestral instruments. Some detailed life history of Western composers 

and their works from 1550 to 1950 was also required. Students were 

expected to play music pieces to the standard of grade five or a more 

advanced grade. Knowledge of rudiments, theory and harmony was 

required in addition to historical developments of the orchestra and its 

instruments, Western dance forms, elementary acoustics, sacred music and 

solo groups. At the advanced level or Higher School Certificate, the break-

down was the same as that of the secondary school content, except that it 

was a little more intricate. For example, advanced level students learnt 

music pieces for grade VI, or VII, or VIII. The content of the syllabus, 

especially in the areas of analysis and set music pieces for practical 

performance, was periodically varied. At the inception of the 6-3-3-4 system 

of education, the secondary school duration became six years-three years 

each for the Junior and Senior levels. In the junior secondary school music 

curriculum, there are six units comprising introduction/singing. At the 

junior secondary school (1.5.) level in most Nigeria schools, the assessment 

of music students is based on both Continuous Assessment (C.A), end-of-
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term, end-of-year and the final (J.S.S) examinations. The Continuous 

Assessment is further segmented into three domains based on Benjamin 

Bloom’s taxonomy of Psychomotor, Cognitive, and Affective 

classifications. The weighting assigned in each domain per subject depends 

on the type of learning/skill implicit in the subject. For which reasons, the 

subjects at the primary, junior secondary and senior secondary levels are 

grouped into category A and category B. Group A deals with knowledge 

and higher thinking skill while group B is concerned with performance 

subject/practical skills (Ezeugwu and Omeje, 2014).  
 

Conclusion  

In music, tests are concerned with a wide range of musical constructs, 

principles, skills, attitudes, and dispositions that support the teaching of 

students. Teachers are therefore not only expected to engage in 

interpersonal communication, collaborative consultation, case 

management, individual power, counselling and conferring with families 

and accepting cultural diversity, hut to make referrals, keep records, 

diagnostic testing, implement findings, follow procedures that ensure due 

process. The music teacher must therefore in his training he equipped in 

professional practice (musicianship) pedagogy and classroom management 

and administration in order to meet up with surfacing challenges.  
 

Recommendations  

It is imperative that the Delta State Ministry of education organize seminars 

and workshops on different areas of test construction for music teachers. 

More qualified music teachers should he employed in the schools to enable 

the execution of the curriculum to the students. This will also enable a cross-

fertilization of ideas in the subject area with specific reference to evaluation 

strategy.  
      

Music examination should be set in three sections-practical, objective, and 

essay. This approach will give room for a variety of responses) and help 

evaluate skills in an appropriate manner. Areas like aural training that have 

in most cases been neglected will now receive significant attention.  
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Services of a professional music educators who specializes in test or 

measurement should he employed in the Ministry of Education to provide 

advice and oversee technical areas involved in constructing test questions.  
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