
South-South Journal of Humanities and international Studies                    

The Authenticity of Jesus’ Healing Miracles in a Scientific Age.
By

Mac Afisa Jaja PhD
Ignatius Ajuru University of Education

Port Harcourt, Rivers State, Nigeria
Mobile No.: 08064020574

E-mail: afimacjaja@yahoo.com

Abstract
Obvious1y speaking, the issue of  Jesus’ healing and science has
been  a  subject  of  polemics  and  controversy  among  religious
scholars.  Thus,  it  has  given  vent  to  many  doubtful  questions
among religious scholars the world over as: How relevant are Jesus’
healing  to  the  contemporary  society?  How  realistic  were  Jesus’
healing?  Were  the  situational  factors  not  primitive?  Could  the
previous situations for healing be attainable in this era of science
and  technology?  And  how  authentic  is  Jesus’  healing  in  this
modem period?  All  these  questions  no  doubt  have  informed  an
assessment of Jesus’ healing and science. Hence this paper intends
to have  a  cursory look at  healings,  science,  types  of  diseases  in
Jesus times, situational factors which informed Christ’s healings,
how the healing were effected, the relevance and the authenticity of
Jesus healing to the modern man in the techno-scientific age and
conclusion.

Introduction
According to Okoye (1995:19) “Healing is the art of restoring health to an
unhealthy  person”.  While  the  Advanced  Learners  Dictionary  defines
healing as “restoring health to a person or curing a disease”. Undoubtedly,
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Jesus’ healing is both physical and spiritual  as noted by Adekunle and
Oyeneye (1999:iv).
The Webster’s New Collegiate Dictionary defines the word “Science” as
possession  of  knowledge  as  distinguished  from  ignorance  or
misunderstanding, but knowledge attained through study or practice. The
word “Science” is etymologically derived from its root word in the (Latin
verb “scio” which means “to know” and this could mean all that which is
known  or  discovered  through  sense,  experience,  sight,  hearing,  touch,
smelling or feeling. In fact, to Labrentz (1975) “science is more than merely
knowing, it is an expression of attitude and a philosophy.

The Hornsby Advanced Learner’s  Dictionary in turn defines science as
“knowledge  arranged  in  an  orderly  manner,  especially  knowledge
obtained by observation and testing”.

Precisely, it is generally believed that where there is no sickness, there is
no healing. In Jesus’  era,  it  was certain that multifarious diseases were
prevalent which needed urgent and prompt attention by the physicians or
medical  practitioners.  Incidentally,  Jesus  Christ  was  the  physician  and
Messiah of the time who on many occasions instituted divine healings on
the sick and suffering. It was on the above premises that Christ made the
statement. “Those who are well do not need physicians, but those who are
sick” (Matt. 9:12).

In the light of the foregoing account many contemporary scholars should
have perceived that Jesus’ healing miracles occurred in the “Dark ages”
which might  not  be relevant  in this  modern period owing to  scientific
development.  This  is  because  the  condition  of  people’s  living  has
tremendously  improved  with  the  provision  of  social  amenities  and
infrastructural  facilities  such  as  pipe-borne  water,  good  roads,  storage
facilities to preserve good food items, modern shelter, good mobility, good
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communication  gadgets,  good  food  and  other  improved  agricultural
facilities  for  mechanized  system  of  farming  and  fishing  and  a  host  of
others which were not prevalent in Jesus’ time.
Consequently, illness was rampant and not easily cured or controlled if not
for the timely intervention of Jesus by divine healing at a time when there
were neither hospitals  nor medical  facilities  to control  the scourge and
rapid spread of diseases as we have them today.

Despite the availability of the aforementioned techno-scientific facilities,
modern  people  graduate  in  sins  compared  to  the  primordial  people.
Sequel  to  all  these,  different  incurable  diseases  do  manifest  such  as
Humane  Immunodeficiency  Virus  (HIV)  and  Acquired  Immune
Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) which serves as a punitive measure to those
who commit the sins of adultery and fornication. But some Christians who
are good at faith healing try to do their best instituting divine healing on
some sick  people  especially  in  the  present  case  of  the  HIV and AIDS
scourge which has defied even Western medical attempt at healing. Only
that they are not as perfect as Jesus.

In all, since every human being is a sinner, whereas sin is a disease which
informs divine  healing  through prayer.  Therefore,  Jesus  healing  is  still
relevant which he is still doing today through the miraculous hands of the
Holy Spirit on request upon the techno-scientific development.

Healing
As earlier mentioned, healing is both the “art of restoring health to an
unhealthy person” or “restoring health to a person or curing a disease”.
However,  it  should be  recalled that  healing is  the  aftermath of  illness.
Without illness, no healing is necessary, whereas sickness and healing are
common phenomena. Undoubtedly, Jesus healing miracle is both physical
and spiritual. At the creation, the Bible has made us to realize that God
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created the world, as perfect (Gen 1:32). But imperfection came into the
world through man’s disobedience,  as  well  as  sin with its  concomitant
illness or sickness.

In  view  of  the  above,  sickness  penetrated  the  world  through  fall  of
humanity. This is the origin of the illness or sickness which informed Jesus
healing that began with pre-healing from the Old Testament time. Adam
and Eve who were confined in the Garden of Eden were responsible for
sickness inherited from their sins of disobedience to God who instructed
them not to eat the forbidden fruits.

The  word  ‘miracle’  has  been  variously  defined  by  various  people  at
various  times.  George  Arthur  (1984:395)  defines  miracles  as  events,
whether natural or supernatural in which one sees an act of revelation of
God. He goes further to explain miracle, as ‘an event which happens in a
name contrary to observed process of nature, and because of this, create
wonder, admiration or fear. It is evident from the above that it is one who
believes in God that will also believe in the possibility of miracles. It is in
the light of this that John (1978:278) defines miracle as a phenomenon in
nature which transcends the capacity of natural causes to such a degree
that it must be attributed to the presence and action of an ultimate divine
power. In other words miracle is God’s way of manifesting his power.
Herbert  Lockyer  (1979:13)  defines  miracles  as  an  extraordinary  event
which conflicts or is dramatically opposed to the known laws of nature
and is therefore said to have been caused by power of God. It is a work
wrought by a divine power for a divine purpose by means beyond the
reach of man.

The Encyclopedia Britannica also defines miracles as an extraordinary and
astonishing happenings that are attributed to the presence and action of
an ultimate or divine power. The Advanced Learner’s Dictionary, on the
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other hand defines miracles as remarkable and surprising acts or events
which does not follow the known laws of nature.

However, miracles in the Bible are God’s ways of showing his power. To
depict  this  power,  miracle  is  termed  sometimes  semeion ‘sign’,  terras
‘wonder’,  dunamis ‘power’  or  ergon ‘work’.  Each of  these words has  an
element of uniqueness in its meaning. Semeion points to something beyond
itself,  terras indicates the reaction of awe or terror,  dunamis refers to the
power which performs the act  while  ergon refers  to  the act  itself.  Both
dunamis and ergon are metonyms. In the former, the act is designed on the
basis of the action which produces it, or it is the work which is done.

In  all  the  definitions  of  miracles  explained  above,  a  more  scholarly
approved  definition  by  modem  theologians  is  that,  “miracle  is  an
occurrence  which  is  contrary  to  the  observed  process  of  nature”.  In
modem times,  the  question  of  the  possibility  of  miracles  has  been  the
subject of debate. Nidditeh (1975:115) quoted Hume who described it as ‘a
violation of the laws of nature, a transgression of a law of nature by a
particular violation of the Deity or of some invisible agents.

However,  according  to  Augustine  (1945:330)  God does  nothing  against
nature, when we say that he does so, we mean that he does something
against nature as we know in its familiar ordinary way, but against the
highest laws of nature. God no more act than he acts against himself. This
use of miracle leaves the relation of any particular miracle to the laws of
nature undetermined. It also expresses with sufficient accuracy the sense
in which some of the deeds of Jesus were miracles to his disciples.

Douglas et  al  (1928:461)  define healing as the restoration of  one to full
health in body or mind or both. It is a recovery resulting from medical
treatment  and  spontaneous  remission  of  disease.  Healing  includes
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improvement in a patient’s outlook on his condition even if no physical
amelioration is possible. The Biblical miracle healing shows healing in its
primary  medical  sense  of  restoration  of  normalcy  in  cases  of  organic
diseases.  Changes  in  spiritual  outlook  or  the  natural  and  spontaneous
remission of disease are all very frequently occurring, but do not partake
of the miracle in the strict theological sense. There are of course natural
recoveries from illness as well as miraculous healing.
Miraculous Healing
Douglas  et  al  (1988:462)  described  miraculous  healing  as  a  striking
interposition of divine power by which efficacy of the ordinary course of
nature  are  overruled.  As  far  as  miraculous  healing  in  the  Bible  is
concerned its essential features are that the cure is complete, permanent
and instantaneous (Mk 8:2-26). It also shows no relapses which is a typical
feature of spurious miraculous healing except for the resurrection of dead
persons to life who later died natural death (Mk 5:21-24; 35-43; Lk 7:11-15
and John 11:1-44). The miraculous healings of Jesus are recorded in the
synoptic gospels and the gospel of John.

The Healing Acts of Jesus
To many, the acts of healing ascribed to Jesus appear to form a separate
class among the actions generally called his miracles.  The distinction is
made  whether  we  accept  the  traditional  stand  point  that  there  were
exceptional acts of supernatural power or we incline to bring these acts
into conformity with reason, with emphasis on the elements of faith in the
receiver of the action or those who brought him to Jesus and as regarding
them as in some sense of natural events in a way in which spirit in the last
resort triumphs over flesh and mind over matter.

Judging from the New Testament both the acts of healing and the whole
range of mighty works were not isolated in the mind of Jesus or in the
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minds of the evangelists. The acts of healing are set solidly in the context
of the whole ministry of Christ. 

In what is generally believed to be the earliest gospel of mark, details that
suggest  that  Jesus  Christ  healed as  any  contemporary  wonder  -worker
might heal (Mk 3:21-27).  Jesus is said to have used saliva to anoint the
tongue  of  a  stammerer  and the  eyes  of  a  blind  man,  as  others  in  the
ancient world have done (Mk 7:3-35; Mk 8:22-25) he is said to have also
taken sick people by the hand (Mk 1:30-31) or touched them (Mk. 1:40-43)
or to have healed them by contact when the touch seemed to be a common
form for binding a person by the means of a spell,  so as to make him
harmless (Mk 5:1-30; 9:23-24;2:l-2,3::1-6).

It seems Jesus himself appears to have assumed that in the healing and
exorcising miracles he was not unique, when he was accused of exorcising
by  the  power  of  Beelzebub,  he  replied  ‘And  if  I  cast  out  demons  by
Beelzebub, by whom do your sons cast them out? (Matt. 12:27; Lk. 1:19).
It is to be noted that Jesus did not see the fact that he healed and exorcised
as  being  unusual.  In  some  areas  where  Greek  civilization  was
concentrated,  medical  science  was  already  in  its  infancy,  and  where
Judaism  met  the  Hellenized  world,  the  profession  of  physician  was
already gaining recognition as a gift  of  God, expected to be used with
assured expectation or  self-reliance,  but  Jesus  presents  himself  without
hesitation to apply the uncultured methods of that part of the world in
which he was brought up.

Religious Meaning and Value of Jesus Healing Miracles
The question of what interpretation did Jesus give to healing acts and how
do the gospel writers use them have been brought to the fore in recent
scholarly  work.  Even  if  we  assume  the  historical  significant  to  our
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understanding  of  Jesus  and  the  Christian  gospel  for  our  own  day
generation.

Looking carefully at Jesus’ own attitude to his own achievements, we will
discover that he did not use his capacity to work miracles mainly in order
to establish a claim to be the Messianic son of God or with the intention of
winning followers by sheer demonstration of unique powers. It is however
true  that  the  Gospel  of  John  sometimes  picture  him  acting  this  way,
representing Jesus miracles as ‘signs’ by which ‘he manifested his glory
that men might believe in him’ (Jn. 2:11;20:30).

The  personal  attitude  of  Jesus  is  likely  more  truly  reflected  in  the
description of his temptation in the wilderness which appears to imply a
repudiation of the use of divine power in order to impress others, or in
some of those passages, found especially in the Gospel of Mark, speaking
of a secrecy imposed upon those whom he healed (Mk. 1:43-44). Again in
Mark 8:12 we have the statement that:
“Why does this generation seek a sign? Truly I say to you, no sign shall be
given to this generation.”

In  this  way,  when  Christians  use  the  healing  to  demonstrate  Jesus
Lordship,  they  take  an  apologetic  line  which  Jesus  himself  never  paid
attention to. In spite of that, Jesus still believed that his unusual powers
over  mental  disorder  and  other  types  of  illness  provided  further
confirmation of the operation of a special measure of the spirit of God in
and through his life.

The  healing  miracles  were  also  a  sign  that  in  Jesus  mission  God  was
putting forth his mighty arm to renew every aspect of the life of man and
nature which had been broken, corrupted or enslaved in bondage to sin by
Satan. In as much as the healing miracles helped to illustrate the range of
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divine redemption, they were integral part of Jesus’ gospel. “But if it is by
spirit of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come
upon you” (Mat. 12:28).
The  incident  that  happened  at  the  Pool  of  Bethsaida  is  another  good
example of Jesus’ attitude to his acts of healing. He healed only one out of
many that were there, probably because he believed that one is enough to
show the spiritual truth. If his purpose had been that of healing of the
sick, he would have healed them all (Jn. 5:3).

Divine Healing
Dairo (1995:6) once opined that: It is now accepted that scientific medicine
mechanically, no longer holds a monopoly of successful healing. In respect
of this statement, other forms of healing may be taken as good, owing to
the fact that healing is the important thing there like it has been in the Old
Testament  time before Christ,  that  divine  healings  were carried out  by
some prophets, for example, Prophet Elisha called on God for the healing
of  Hezekiah  and  God  answered  (II  Kings  20:5-6).  Besides,  Miriam’s
leprosy was also healed by God through Moses’ prayer (Numbers 12:13-
15) Similarly, Christ instituted healing at different times which include,

- Healing of the paralyzed man (Matt. 2:3-12)
- Healing of the centurion servant (Matt. 8:5-13)
- Healing of the haemorrhaged woman (Luke 8:43-48).

In the same vein, Christ, apart from performing some healings himself as
mentioned  above,  He  also  instructed  his  disciples  to  build  upon  His
healing objectives. He quickly added that: “in my name they will cast out
demons. They will speak in new tongues. They will lay their hands on the
sick, and they will recover” (Mk. 16:7-18).

In all these, it is noted that Jesus healing goes on through those who are
good as faith healers in this contemporary period, like Reinhard Bonnke
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from  scientifically  and  technologically  developed  country  of  Germany,
General  Overseer  Enoch  Adeboye,  W.F.  Kumuyi  and  Pastor  Chris
Oyakhilome of Nigeria etc. Without mincing words, this type of healing
still work like magic to many believers and incredible to many unbelievers.

Whereas  one  could  conclude  that  Jesus’  healing  is  not  out  of  fashion
because these days a large number of people embrace and even practice it.
That makes it possible for different shades of testimonies being heard from
many beneficiaries on the radio, television and newspapers and a host of
other mass media. So it is a form of healing miracle.

Commenting on this Ojo (1995:4) remarked that:
having seen Jesus pattern of  healing miracles,  we
would  now  examine  some  contemporary  healing
miracles in some churches in Nigeria to depict that
“Jesus  is  the  same  yesterday,  today  and  forever”
(Heb. 13:8) and what he demands is absolute trust
in him for performance of any miracle.

In the light of the above, one may be convinced that Jesus’ healing miracle
is still relevant and realistic whether the healing takes miraculous shape or
not,  healing is  healing.  Science could not  only  do the trick.  Every  day
population growth is recorded, people are with different blood groups,
diseases  of  different  types  manifest,  many  are  even  incurable  except
through divine healing intervention. 

Jesus’ Healing and Science
Science studies facts and attempts to explain them. It studies values in a
factual and objective way but it cannot be a judge of values. Science deals
with measurable facts. Jesus healing cannot be assessed scientifically.
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Judging  from  the  foregoing,  one  may  infer  that  science  has  created
awareness for technological advancement which has made it possible for
improvement  in  the  health  sector.  This  has  informed  the  discovery  of
modern hospital equipment like theatre equipment, ward materials, x-ray
machines as well as laboratory equipment including the one of HIV and
AIDS to mention but a few. In view of the above, medical personnel and
staff have their  own roles to play as regards physical  aspect  of  human
beings even though spiritual assistance is also relevant.

In a nutshell, if Jesus healing is given a chance sincerely we may discover
that a large number of patients may not need to attend hospitals if the
following is noted. For truly, I say to you, if you have faith as a grain of
mustard seed, you will say to this mountain move from here to there and
it will move (Matt. 17:20).

Types of Diseases in Jesus Time and the Situational Factors
Some diseases were prominent in Jesus time which were healed.  These
include:
i) Leprosy - Mk. 1:40-42
ii) Eye blindness - Matt. 8:27-31; Lk. 10:46:52
iii) Fever - Mk. 1:30-31; Lk.4:38-39
iv) Paralysis - Matt. 9:2-7; Lk. 5:18-25

Many  situational  factors  that  informed  some  of  those  diseases  mainly
bothered on sins committed by the victims even though some were born
with the ailments. Apart from sins, some could not be explained by them
but attributed to natural  occurrences which may also be regarded as a
biblical  consequence  of  sinfulness.  In  this  connection,  if  sins  were
committed then, they paid tremendously for them. Later Jesus prayed and
healed them.
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In  like  manner,  the  acclaimed  incurable  diseases  ravaging  the  society
today may be cured by prayers with faith. The situational factors in Jesus
time were not therefore all that primitive due to the fact that the major
causal factor was sin which is still common today.

Jesus healing miracle is always relevant to the contemporary man, world
and  period  and  would  continue  to  be  relevant  in  all  spheres  of  life.
Omowole (1991:324) confirms it that:  “God’s will for Christians is to be
always healed non-medically”.

Especially,  with  the  scientific  equipment,  it  could  still  be  recorded  on
many  occasions  where  patients  had  at  one  time  or  the  other  been
disappointed medically. Many ailments could not be diagnosed upon all
the medico-scientific advancement until contacts to personnel outside the
country were made, many could not be possible at all upon the contacts.
Whereas,  the healings would have been done by the faith  healer.  Even
some  ailments  of  predicaments  viewed  as  serious  needing  scientific
solution such as fracture, burns, hunchback and paralysis to mention but a
few  may  still  be  healed  miraculously  through  divine  healing.  This  is
because Jesus is the master of all ailments, and thus no sickness or illness
is above Jesus power, cure or healing.

Considering the scientific/technological advancement of the world, a lot
of  people are now confused as  to  the fact  of  the authenticity of  Jesus’
healing  miracles.  This  is  because  a  lot  of  healings  which  Jesus  was
reported to have performed on the people of his day have now found their
explanations  in  the  modern  medicine.  For  example,  in  John chapter  9,
Jesus was reported to have healed a man that was born blind.  He also
healed  the  blind  Batimaeus.  Today,  a  lot  of  blind  people  receive  their
sights after being operated upon. Tinubu, former Governor of Lagos State
and Adefarati Governor of Ondo State championed this course.
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Another example is the healing of the leper by Jesus. Leprosy we all know
is an infectious disease that kills its victim instalmentally. This was before
the advancement of  medical  science.  Today,  a lot  of  leper colonies had
been established where lepers are been taken care of, drugs to combat this
disease  are  now available  and through the  efforts  of  qualified medical
doctors, a lot of lepers had been completely healed. Today, medical science
has  advanced  to  the  extent  that  we  now  hear  of  heart  and  kidney
transplantation. Hardly do we have any disease today that medical science
would  completely  be  ignorant  of.  This  trend  makes  many  people
especially  non-Christians  and  nominal  Christians  to  believe  that  Jesus
healing miracles if well proved cannot be authenticated in this scientific
age.

Evidences  abound today to  really  fault  the  thought  that  Jesus’  healing
miracles are not authentic in this scientific age. A lot of people will bear
me out that miracle still  happen even in countries that are regarded as
highly developed. We have seen cases where medical science had failed
and  the  case  was  referred  to  the  church  for  special  prayer  and  God
divinely intervened.

However, there are some reports that miracles in some churches are not
real and that people must have been bribed to give testimonies openly,
also that there were strange objects buried in some churches which aided
all  these  miracles  and that  some pastors  use  unholy  powers  to  attract
crowds to their churches. While we could not totally disagree with this
claim, yet these reports and claims could be misleading because it is not
possible that all who worked miracles and the recipients of such miracles
are agents of the devil. Jesus himself once told his disciples in Jn. 14:12
that: “Truly, I say to you he who believes in me will also do the works that
I do; and greater works than these will he do; because I go to the father.”
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Therefore, Jesus healing miracles are still very authentic today as ever and
people  who  exercise  absolute  faith  in  him  still  experience  his  healing
miracles.

Conclusion
Although  modern  scholars  tend  to  discard  the  reality,  relevance,
possibility, authenticity and otherwise of Jesus’ healings in contemporary
era of science because its continuity to them cannot be guaranteed, yet
many  contemporary  scholars  and  students  of  Religious  Studies  today
believe that we are living in a sinful world where healings, miracles and
wonders shall never end.

It  has been stressed in this paper that science has enhanced the health
sector technologically, which enables a large number of people to enjoy
improved health facilities, or that medical science has advanced greatly to
an  extent  that  solution  could  be  found  to  a  lot  of  medical  problems
(illnesses and diseases) yet there are cases which defied medical treatment
especially  in  the  ravenous  and  deadly  disease  of  Human
Immunodeficiency  Virus  alias  HIV  and  Acquired  Immune  Deficiency
Syndrome alias AIDS. We have presently witnessed many of such cases
been  miraculously  healed  by  such  devoted,  dedicated,  faithful  and
powerful  men  of  God  as  Reinhardt  Bonnke  of  Germany,  Pastor  Chris
Oyakhilome,  Pastor  W.F.  Kumuyi,  Zilly  Aggrey,  Enoch  Adeboye  and
Apostle G. Numbere etc. This is a proof that where medical science cannot
succeed  or  perform,  God’s  power  through  Jesus’  healing  power  is  in
absolute control and monopoly.
Moreover, it is worthy of note to assert that Jesus divine and miraculous
healing has a better impact in the life of the victims because it does not
require laboratory test, blood transfusion, transplantation of organs of the
body  nor  does  Jesus  miraculous  and  divine  healing  require  surgical
operation  in  the  theatre.  Rather  Jesus’  healing  is  faith,  divine  and
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miraculous healings which is perfectly done instantaneously. It is a perfect
faith and work divine miracle which is recorded in the Bible and those
who are good at faith-healing (faith-healers) are still performing healing
miracles today, though to an extent, not commensurate to Jesus healings.

Conclusively, therefore, this paper has assessed Jesus’ healing and science
in all its ramifications, some diseases in Jesus time, situational factors and
how healing was effected. Moreover, the authenticity and the relevance of
Jesus’ healing miracle in the medico-technology and scientific era has also
been examined. From the foregoing therefore, one could conclude that in
the  revivals  and crusades  organized by  believers  today,  miracles  of  all
kinds do occur as well as scientific advancements and breakthrough in our
contemporary world. Thus Jesus’ healing miracles bestowed upon men of
God through the Holy Spirit shall never end in our sinful world.
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