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Abstract

Eastern Africa is one out of the eight regions of the continent in
Africa. The countries making up this region shares its border with
the Indian Ocean, the Arabian Peninsula, and the Mediterranean
Sea.  It  is  as well  adjacent to  Central  African region. Before the
1960s  when  most  of  the  African  States  gained  their  sovereign
status the whole of the continent with exception of Ethiopia and
Liberia was carved up among the capitalist imperial powers so as to
convert Africans from sovereign and royal  citizens into colonial
and dependent  subjects.  However,  only  about eighty  years  later
that  Africans began experiencing a new avtar of  the  old evil,  a
modified version of colonialism for the continued exploitation of
politically independent countries in Africa. Thus, the objectives of
this  neocolonialist  policy  of  continues  economic  exploitation  of
their  former colonies  is  to  draw maximum economic advantage,
command  political  obedience,  to  exert  continues  political
domination,  and  to  maintain  the  flow  of  imperialist  profits.  To
achieve  neocolonialism’s  expansionist  economic  policies  the
imperialist  had to  resort  to  military intervention in the form of
invasion or peacekeeping mission and to exercise control through
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economic  or  monetary  means.  Arising  from  the  mind-blowing
military influx and continues launch of invasions by Ethiopia in
Somalia poses a serious threat to vital interests in the region. Thus,
the  paper  posits  that  the  militant  character  and the  internecine
struggle which exist among Eastern African countries are product
of imperialist profit to form native bourgeoisie which will act as
stalwart defenders of the established neocolonialist order. 

Key  Words  and  Phrases:  Neocolonialism,  Ethiopia,  Somalia,  Eastern
Africa,  Dependency,  Imperial  Ethiopian  Government,  Ogaden,  and
European Powers.
 
Introduction
       Africa’s relations with a continent located north of Africa, west of Asia
and east of the Atlantic Ocean, Europe date six centuries back. In spite of
that the ties are sometimes rancorous or acrimonious, but both continents
have continued to work together in different directions. Reasons for this
resilience  are  the  geographical  propinquity  of  the  narrow  strait  of
Gibraltar and largely by the deep interests for economic expansion (Eze,
2010: 3; Fajana, 1988: 28). 
       Economic interactions  between and among political  units  across
national  borders  are  what  scholars  of  international  political  economy
describes as the basis for the ever-changing relationships between states,
markets and societies across history and in the international system. For
them a market  functions  on the basis  of  supply of  goods and services
consumed by  the  buyers.  To  avoid relative  supply  and demand on an
economic market, states through political influence imposes restrictions on
economic  exchange  for  the  sake  of  states  interests,  security,  increased
exports and reduction of imports by the Europe-Americans. This tension
between economic forces of production, consumption and other political
forces  are  what  characterize  the  relationship  between  economics  and
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politics in the international political economy, since economics cannot be
divorced  from  politics  and  politics  being  fundamentally  shaped  by
economics (Kaarbo and Lee Ray, 2011: 355).
       On the basis of the account of political dimension, the use of power by
States,  Multinational  Corporations,  Domestic  Groups,  International
Organizations and Transnational Corporations as actors making decisions
about the distribution of tangible and intangible things. In regards to that
Olaniyan  Omotayo  (1988:  164)  makes  an  interesting  case  that
developments in the economic relations between any two or more states
largely  depend  on  the  structure  of  and  changes  in  their  national
economies as well as on the influences of the international economy. To
that  extent  the  economic  growth  and  development,  problems  and
competitiveness of other states is seen as a powerful barometer relevant to
the evaluation of the character and extent of economic relations. 
           These six sovereign East African states namely Somalia in July 1st

1960, Djibouti June 27th 1977, Uganda October 9th 1962, Kenya December
12th 1963, Eritrea in 1993 and except Ethiopia the oldest free state in Africa
with  an  Emperor,  at  the  dawn  of  independence  in  1960s  and  beyond
inherited  an  underdeveloped  and  impoverished  economy.  Both  their
industrial,  mining  and  agricultural  sectors  were  underdeveloped.
Infrastructures  were  inadequate  while  these  states  external  trade  and
finance were as well controlled and dominated by metropolitan countries,
Great Britain, France, and Italy respectively (Olufemi, 1980: 12-13). 
          The years of advanced capitalist states expansion and control over
and  exploited  colonial  regions  of  the  world,  leaving  them  unevenly
developed,  with  some classes  to  prosper  and others  mired  in  poverty.
Thus, the argument here have been designed under the proposition that
the  expansionist  economic  policies  of  the  West  in  the  international
capitalist economy is like a political system in which both continents can
be viewed as classes, and in which the metropolitan states monopolize the
instruments which is the means of production and the East African states
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continue to suffer exploitation, military coercion, and the use of economic
leverage by the West to guarantee and secure their political and economic
goals in the international system (Strange, 1988: 24-25). The status of these
Eastern African states Somalia,  Eritrea,  Djibouti,  Ethiopia,  Uganda,  and
Kenya in the international  capitalist  system is a function of  its colonial
conquest,  which has been preserved in contemporary time through the
neo-colonial  processes.  Hence,  colonial  exploitation  of  Africa’s  natural
resources and the shallow end of Africa’s trade in the Europe-American
controlled  international  market  is  what  characterize  the  economic  gap
between both continents (Chibuzo, 1988: 1-5). 
          Given this  background,  this  research intends  to  examine the
mutually destructive struggle characterized among familial ethnic groups
in East  Africa,  engulfed in  crisis  and the  politics  among regional  state
actors  in  Eastern  Africa.  Employing  the  theoretical  framework  of
Dependency Theory, this work aims at comprehending whether or not the
neo-colonialist proclivities are justified. To ascertain whether or not neo-
colonialism truly has formed new elites of native bourgeoisies which act as
stalwart defenders of the established order,  engages the concern of this
paper. 

Theoretical Framework
          In  contemporary  international  economic  order,  the  basis  for
structural  relationship  between  the  Europe-Americans  and  the  African
countries,  while  calling  attention  to  the  constraints  put  on  developing
countries is linked to the dependency theory. The logic is that despite the
central elements of the international economy have become increasingly
interdependent,  and  the  international  economic  environment  has  been
shaped largely by macro-economic policies born out of Western interests
and needs and as well developments in the industrial market economies.
Thus,  the  persistent  call  for  reform  in  the  relationship  regarding  the
international political economy should serve as a matter of continual play
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out in the theatre provided by the international political system. For this
aggressive  move  to  continue  developing  nations  most  monitor  and
recommend  policies  that  would  help  redistribute  power  and  income
between the industrialized and less industrialized countries of the world. 
          The framework of the dependency theory is an off-shoot of the Neo-
Marxism  perspectives  which  centers  on  economics  as  the  primary
explanation for International Politics, resulting to global class conflict. The
neo-Marxism focuses on the development of capitalism dominated by the
Europe-Americans who operate on the primacy of endless accumulation
of wealth that changed the nature of the global economic system to the
advantage of the Western powers, and the conflict between the advanced
and less advanced countries involving economic and political domination
to  ensure  continued  economic  gain  on  the  part  of  the  Northern
Hemisphere nations.  In  contrast  with the argument of  the dependency
theory  which  emphases  the  continual  exploitation  of  the  low  income
countries  even  after  independence  through  neo-imperialism  of  those
territories.  This  forms  of  indirect  domination  has  been  characterize  by
military  obtruding  in  the  form  of  interventions  (Africom),  control  of
International  and Regional  Organizations,  biased trading practices,  and
collusion with corrupted elites who governed the less developed countries
(Packenham,  1992:  81).  However,  both  are  of  primary  interest  to  the
question of a divided global economy been developed not arbitrarily, but
as a product of the historical expansion of the European powers in the
sixteenth century colonizing and exploiting the rest of the world.  
          The basic assumptions of dependency theory provide the framework
for discussing the idea of satellite status to the concept of neo-colonialism
as  an  interpretation  of  post-colonial  history  expressing  itself  in  two
phases. The first which was concerned with dependency as a function of
primary products for export earnings while the second developed the idea
of  peripherality.  As  a  critique  of  international  economic  theory,
dependency  theory  explain  why import  substitution  was  to  be  faulted
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referring to the structures introduced by industrialization at the end of
1960s through automobile industry creating a manufacturing sector that is
dependent  upon  foreign  economic  interests.  What  became  the
manifestation  were  indebtedness,  trade  imbalances,  increased  inflation,
and  internecine  struggle  among  ethnic  groups,  as  did  the  power  of
metropolitan  capital.  Monopolistic  control  over  advanced  industrial
technology gave multinationals leverage in supplying the machinery and
processes  required.  Thus,  it  was  argued  that  such  states  had  become
subservient to the multinational companies owned by Europe-Americans
who controlled  the  industrialization  process.  The  outcome of  this  was
neither  liberal  democracy  but  rather  a  more  authoritarian,  military
dictatorship, and repressive governments that would want to cope with
the social strains brought about by the industrializing process (Dos Santos,
1973: 172). 
          The relationship between the Europe-Americans and those Eastern
African  countries  stressed  by  dependency  theory  was  established  by
colonialism for the benefit of the industrial powers.  In accordance with
dependency theory those countries who were formerly colonies continue
to be largely suppliers of raw materials to and importers of manufactured
products  from  the  Europe-American  countries.  Dependency  theorists
stressed that instead of working for the benefit of all, capitalism reinforces
dependency and economic inequalities among countries of the world. For
them  economic  development  can  occur  primarily  by  restructuring  the
global  economic  and  political  system  in  a  way  that  gives  the  less
developed countries greater share of the world’s resources. Thus, this view
was at  the heart  of  efforts  in  the United Nations and the Group of  77
developing  countries  to  create  a  New  International  Economic  Order
(NIEO). Hence, the relevant conditions of dependency theory serves as an
important  function  in  the  analysis  of  development,  especially  those
Eastern  African  countries  emphasizing  on  their  weak  and  relatively
dependent  position  of  their  less  advanced  economies  as  a  necessary
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correction of much development theorizing at a time when ideas about
unilinear economic development and dual economies exist. This as well
creates a major  opportunity  for  effective integration in  a  global  system
which those Eastern African countries must see into as a necessary factor
to have reasonable prospects to success rather than inciting antagonistic
reactions among themselves. 
Background History to these Eastern African States
          On the eastern side of  the African continent  lies  a triangular
projection known as the Horn of Africa, a region with distinctive natural
intersected environment of its own close to the Gulf of Aden and the inter-
lacustrine region of vast plateau in the spine of Africa. This vast territory
are peopled by distinct ethnic groups such as the Amhara and Tigrean, the
eastern Cushitic groups in Somaliland, and the Nilotic, Bantu, Cushitic,
Nilo-Hamitic and other groups who came and settled at the Kikuyu area.
Due to  the  nature  of  their  peculiar  and strategic  location  their  earliest
contacts  with the outside world were with settlers  from south Arabian
city-state of modern day Yemen, the influence of merchants in the Indian
Ocean, and the Turkish and Persian traders. Thus, beside the torrid zone of
Somaliland,  suitable  only  for  nomadic  herdsmen  and  incapable  of
sustaining a large settled population the large volcanic materials which
breaks down to  provide the highlands of  Ethiopia  a  rich fertile  soil  of
almost unlimited depth, and the cool and fertile highlands of Kenya which
as  well  provide  excellent  farming  cultivation  and  the  enormous  trade
which  flourished at  both  the  hinterlands  and the  coastal  ports.  Hence,
prompted the Greeks to regard these territories as the favourite earthly
residence of the gods (Omer-Cooper et al, 1968: 4, 9; Anene, 1966: 440). 
         Before 1759 according to the traditional Ethiopian history, Ethiopia
housed  the  entire  ethnic  groups  in  the  Horn  of  Africa  making  it  a
conglomeration  of  regional  kingdoms  and  dukedoms.  However,  the
eastern  Cushitic  ethnic  groups  whose  original  homeland  lies  in  the
location south of Ethiopia and north of Kenya. Among the five groups of
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the eastern Cushitic people, Somalis who are the most pronounced among
others  Afars,  Gallas,  Sahos,  and  Bejas,  projected  a  strong  expansionist
ambitions  of  migrating  alongside  with  her  closed  kinsmen  from  their
original home at the south and west to move northwards and eastwards.
Thus, the seasonal migration of the Somali nomads from the south to the
north and others eastwards into the Ogaden and southwards again into
the Haud and Guban areas overtime has been dictated by the distribution
of the grazing territories and wells and by the change of seasons. 
         However, this seasonal movement and the pressing problems of the
new era of European imperialism and colonial expansion, which greatly
affected the Horn of Africa in the 16th century and as well the intension of
European  nations  entering  into  treaties  earmarking  territories  in  that
region as spheres of influence inevitably have contributed to the constant
internal strife among the neighbouring eastern African states (Basil, 1991:
165-166). 
         On the other hand the heightened European interests over the linked
geographical areas of the Nile waters, the British motives of occupying the
Gulf of Aden and establishing a coaling station on the short route to the
Far East in 1839, the anxious desire of the French to keep the Red Sea route
open, while Italy was ambitious of making the Ethiopian territory north of
the line from the coast just south of Massawa to Kassala, and from Asmera
to Keren an Italian protectorate.  Their fear was that Britain’s  suspected
intension  was  to  monopolize  the  Red  Sea  and  to  exclude  all  other
competitive European nations from the part of the Somali coast which was
a direct vital supply of meat and other foodstuffs as well as the shipping
lanes  in  the  Gulf  of  Aden.  Thus,  it  was  this  strong  desire  of  colonial
expansion  by  these  three  major  European powers;  Britain,  France,  and
Italy that inspired each of them to begin the establishment of analogous
stations  around  the  region  and  along  the  coast  of  the  Red  Sea  as  a
precautionary measure during the mid nineteenth century. 
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         However, before the Khedive rule in Egypt created a setback in 1866
against that early major European powers adventure at the Horn of Africa,
Britain on the strength of her Naval Forces had dissuaded the local Somali
Sheikhs from ceding any of their territories to any other European nations
without  Britain’s  consent.  This  move  had  earlier  given  the  British  an
advantage of earmarking about four hundred miles of the Somali coast as
her sphere of influence (Raph et al, 1991: 1662-1663; Davidson, 1974: 116). 
         By this diplomatic tact of the British, France and Italy reasserted for
themselves, Djibouti and the Eritrean coast in 1886 and 1890 respectively
as spheres of influence they had previously crave for.  While the British
went a step further in 1886 to enter into treaties with several Somali clan
families,  thus  the  frontier  borders  between  the  British  Somaliland  in
Bossaso  and Hargeisa  in  Ethiopia  which overtime had been a  bone of
contention  between  Somalia  and  Ethiopia,  was  separated  in  1897,
following Italy’s defeat at the hands of Ethiopia at Adowa. This incident
coincided with the British possession of the Umba River in modern day
Kenya and Uganda in 1896 and 1897 which was entrusted to the Imperial
British East Africa Company as a Royal Charter. However, that delimited
area  between Somalia  and Ethiopia  over  the  years  from 1897  till  date,
Ethiopia’s expansionist policies had assumed a militant character likewise
her counterparts the Somalia’s. This was due to the British anxious desire
of  further  negotiations  of  boundary  with  Menelik  II  which  at  the  end
ceded to Ethiopia 13,000 square miles of what was previously assumed to
be within the British protectorate by virtue of her previous treaties cutting
across  the south  and south-west,  giving out  most  of  Somalia’s  grazing
areas and wells to Ethiopia (Rubenson, 1966: 224-225; Nick, 2010: April-
June 5). 
         Notwithstanding, the Berlin Act of 1885 confirmed the accomplished
fate of the 1888 Anglo-French entente delimited boundary between the
French colony of Djibouti which lies at the south-eastern part of the British
Somaliland  and  north-west  inland  of  Ethiopian  highlands  through  a
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number of chartered companies. Whereas in 1882 the Italians promulgated
a Project Law providing for them an established civil administration on
the Eritrean coast and, thereafter made Eritrea on the Somali coast of the
Indian  Ocean  an  Italian  colony  in  January  1890.  And  on  the  western
boundary of Ethiopia after when the British had conquered Sudan was
settled in 1902, followed by the treaty defining the boundary with Kenya
at the south in 1907 (Rubenson, 1966: 226). 
         The post-independence era began witnessing a more strenuous
relations  between  Somalia  and  Ethiopia,  following  the  coalition
Government formed by the Somali National League (SNL) and the Somali
Youth League (SYL) of the south headed by Abdirashid Ali Shermarke as
Prime Minister. In the eyes of the Somalis the attainment of independence
in July 1960 as a Democratic Republic was only a half-won battle, thus her
interest in the post-independence period was the ultimate union of all the
Somali-inhabited territories as the focal point. Hence, the introduced five-
point  star  fixed  in  the  middle  of  her  national  flag  symbolizes  the
components of “Greater Somalia” which includes; the Italian colony, the
Northern frontier district of Kenya, the Ogaden, and Djibouti. 
        Mogadishu,  Somalia’s  administrative  capital  of  the  coalition
Government came under pressure by the Somali secessionist movements
operational in the northern frontier district of Kenya and eastern Ethiopia
for  support.  But  in  strategizing  a  system  that  would  minimize  the
differences  bequeathed  by  the  erstwhile  colonial  powers,  thus  the
plebiscite that was organized in 1961 further created a discord among the
Somalis as the north preferred to continue with the British legal system
while  the  south  choose  to  attach  themselves  with  the  Italian  system.
However,  the  Government  of  Somalia  hoped  earnestly  that  Kenya’s
independence in 1963 would be preceded by the union of northern Kenya
to  the  Somali  Republic  because  of  Britain’s  sympathy  to  the  Somalis
aspirations in the Horn of Africa. But that approach was cautioned and
criticized by the militant  elements  in  Somalia whose agitation led to  a
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motion of no confidence against the Somalis Government in March 1962
(Falode, 2005: 190-191). 
        All the same during Kenya’s pre-independence conference in London
in 1962 the British government sent a Commission to northern Kenya to
ascertain the wishes of the people, however the report of the investigation
has it that the Somalis in the northern Kenya were in favour of joining the
Somali Republic. But the British government who never wanted to offend
the Emperor of Ethiopia who desired to uphold the status quo in the Horn
of Africa, British expansionist ambition in that region, and as well Kenya’s
politicians who threatened of pulling an independent Kenya out of the
British  Commonwealth  should  Britain  accede  to  the  Somali  demands.
Thus,  in  March  1963  the  British  Colonial  Secretary  announced  that
northern  Kenya  was  to  remain  an  integral  part  of  Kenya.  The
disillusionment arising from the realization that northern Kenya was not
to be part of the Somali Republic possibly accomplished the severance of
diplomatic  relations  between  Somalia  and  Britain,  thus  Somalia  began
establishing close ties with the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the
People’s Republic of China. 
         Henceforward,  from  December  1963  when  Kenya  attained
independence  till  date  pan-Somalism  assumed  a  militant  character
whereby the entire region became embroiled in a series of armed conflicts.
Simultaneously,  the  Somalis  who  were  actively  in  support  of  the  anti-
Ethiopian  organizations  in  the  Ogaden  had  a  strong  remote  desire  of
acquiring  the  Ogaden  but  Emperor  Haile  Selassie  of  Ethiopia  was
unwilling to negotiate or make concessions (Raph et al, 1991: 1667. 
        Ethiopia and Somalia experienced an open warfare in 1964 after that
ceased, hostility remained intense which led to the enlargements of their
respective armed forces and acquisition of modern weapons on a large
scale by both nations, with Ethiopia aided by the United States of America
and Somalia by the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. This intense hatred
among  neighbouring  eastern  African  states  and  the  internal  rivalries
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among the old ethnic and regional groups within Somalia continued even
beyond  when  the  French  territory  of  the  Afars  and  Issas  French
Somaliland,  Djibouti  was  eventually  supported  by  Somalia  for
independence in June 1977 (Briggs, 1995: 27-28). 

Causes of Ethnic Hostilities and the Furthering of Modes of Colonial
Control in Eastern Africa
        Although hostilities between ethnic groups are often observed as a
result of age long hatreds, like that of the ethnic conflicts among Eastern
African states  between Ethiopia  and Somalia though very complex but
have very little to do with ancient acrimonies.  However,  as complex as
ethnic  hostilities  equally  are  their  causes.  Reason  being,  that  the
observable  complications  are  inseparable  from  other  divisions  such  as
religious  affiliation,  regional  ties,  and  socio-economic  status.  These
divisions in the case of Eastern African states have increasingly proven to
be difficult to maintain even after post-independent leaders pursuit after
economic  development  allowing  certain  forces  of  capitalist  economic
models to dominate creating a greater degree of interdependence among
groups within the region as well as among nations of the world (Michael,
1994: 147-148).  
        In response to the intricate causes of ethnic hostilities, as Payne and
Nassar  (2008:  251)  had  outlined,  the  most  obvious  cause  of  ethnic
hostilities is the geographic proximity of different groups brought together
to form countries. For them it was the European colonizers who set the
stage  for  ethnic  conflict.  Take  for  instance  Africa  the  second  largest
continent  of  the world having a large number of  ethnic  groups,  haven
attained independence in the 1960s found themselves in hostilities with
each other  beside the interference of  external  bodies.  More so,  group’s
identity when based largely on adversarial relationships such as Somalia
and her neighbouring eastern African nations that has been on the basis of
“us versus them” in such, conflict is almost inevitable. Thus, adversarial
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approach influences members of different groups to expect only the worst,
and to strongly distrust each other, thereby requiring members of a group
to be susceptible to viewing people not as individuals, but as stereotypes. 
        In addition, the deliberate manipulation of negative perceptions by
leaders in mobilizing support  groups for their own political,  economic,
and social  objectives  and as  well  competition among groups for  scarce
economic  resources  are  all  major  causes  of  violent  ethnic  conflict.
Economic  development  for  instance  often  results  in  the  unequal
distribution of resources among individuals, groups, and regions within a
nation. Disparities in the economic growth within a country or region may
as well increase the fears of some ethnic groups that are disadvantaged
when that is felt it leads to the creation of a separate country because one
group will not want to share their resources with other region or groups
even in the same country. 
        Given the fact that states in Africa were never properly emancipated
from  society,  deadly  colonial  legacy,  and  significantly  from  weak
institutionalized  political  and  economic  practices,  thus  studies  have
acknowledged the fact that African states have nothing within it that is
uniquely African as it is an artificial wholesale transplant of its Western
counterpart. Azarya asserts that;

“The form of the state Africans inherited from colonialism
has written into it a distinction between native and settler,
and that each unit of political identity has become the basis
of  a  different  type  of  citizenship  in  the  period  following
independence.  Understandably,  the  colonial  state  in
Equatorial  Africa  for  instance  recognized  two  types  of
political  identities:  civic  and  ethnic.  Civic  identity  was
ascribed the identity of the citizen that was racially defined.
This citizen’s rights were both civil political, limited to those
considered civilized. This rights of the civilized were written
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into  civil  law  and  were  enforced  by  the  central  state”
(Azarya, 2003: 10-15). 

The fact  that  the  states  in  Africa  were  never  significantly  emancipated
from society could be attributed to the reason for the continued existence
of failed states in Africa such as Somalia,  Sierra Leone, the Democratic
Republic  of  the  Congo,  and  Cote  d’Ivoire.  This  acclaimed  reality  has
rendered several African conflicts and hostilities intractable. Though this
problem is not uniquely African, but it is in Africa that the problem of
failed states is more apparent. Making the situation even more complex is
the absence within international legal instruments of the necessary tools
either to reconstruct failed states or to establish more than one sovereign
entity from the existing boundaries of the failed state. Almost inevitably,
local warlords have seized that opportunity to control areas and establish
commercial  activities  within  it  through  extortion  while  keeping  weak
central authorities at bay through armed resistance. 
        However,  studies  have pointed out  that  the  acquired legacy of
political  fragmentation  that  could  neither  be  eliminated  nor  made  to
operate satisfactorily was a liability resulting from the three months of
ignorant,  desire  in  exploiting  the  natural  resources  of  Africa,  and  the
greedy acquisitiveness of those imperial powers for minerals and markets
that  was  insatiable  between 15th November  1884  to  26th February  1885.
What ultimately resulted from that Berlin Conference was a hodgepodge
of geometric  boundaries  that  divided Africa  into  fifty  irregular  nation-
states. The superimposed domains on the indigenous cultures and regions
of  Africa  further  divided  the  continent  into  irregular  countries  having
coherent groups of people who only emerged together as a result of the
acquisitions of the various imperial powers but did not get along even up
till date. 
         A notable example is that of Somali Democratic Republic and her
regional neighbours who as a result of her strategic location in the Horn of
Africa happens to be the guardian of the eastern extremity of the continent
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of  Africa.  Somali  people  who  got  their  independence  in  July  1st 1960
desired to address themselves in shaking off the debilitating after-effects
of colonial domination by three European imperialist nations and another
African  colonial  imperial  power  Abyssinia  who  got  involved  in  the
scramble for Africa during the closure of the nineteenth century (Farah,
1984: 18-19). This suggest that the scramble for Africa by the imperialist
powers ratified by the Berlin Conference, which partitioned the continent
among themselves assigning to each participating imperial power what
came to be regarded as spheres of influence. But however, the nature of
continuity in Eastern African region regarding the expansionist imperial
policies of the principal  Europe-American and African colonial powers,
notably Britain, France, United States, Italy and Ethiopia has taken a more
deeper roots in military occupation, continual subjection and pacification
of the Africans in that region and as well to strategically maintain their
respective imperative cardinal foreign policy objectives in order to secure
their place and maintain a balance of power in the global system (Adele,
2010: 16-17). 
        Beside the seeds of political crisis laid by colonialism after when it
had disrupted pre-colonial African political structures that had worked for
Africans  for  centuries  before  the  imposition  of  foreign  system.  The
imperialist ambitions of an aggressive expansion between 1880 and 1900
was strategically intended by all of the imperialists not willing to hold off
the undesirable for fear that their own interests might be preempted by
another  imperialist.  Thus,  either  the  anticipatory  dimensions  of  the
imperial  annexations  or  the  residual  import  of  an  imperialist-driven
enterprise what is  indisputable,  however,  is  that  expansionist  economic
policies  of  neocolonialism was  immersed in  the  political  economy and
public policy of those imperial powers. This is true because globalization
in  contemporary  era  has  set  the  pace  for  a  continual  historical  and
structural  process  of  capitalist  and  imperialist  domination  on  a  global
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scale and as well as the replication of economic substructures and political
superstructures. 
         However,  scholars have pointed out that the end of empire has
changed neither the master and servant relations since neocolonialism is
propelled by the trans-nationalization of finance capital, control of global
markets  through  Multinational  Corporations  seeking  to  control  most
profitable  industries,  in  establishing  industrial  military  complex,  and
putting in place dependent national comprador bourgeoisies. In addition,
going by the notion of neocolonialist policies of economic expansion it is
evident  that  its  feature  is  to  ensure  the  continual  dependent  of  those
former territories for their foreign exchange earnings, military protection,
and  the  formation  of  a  comprador  element  of  the  native  bourgeoisies
together  with  native  industrial  monopolist  which  will  act  as  stalwart
defenders of the established order (Smith, 2003:81). 

An Unending Vested Interest in Eastern African Economic and Political
Crisis 
          The destabilization of the continent of Africa was as a result of the
arbitrary  borders  created by the  infamous  Berlin  Conference reshaping
Africa across pre-existing ethnic groups, states, and kingdoms. Overtime
this  has  resulted  to  widespread  social  disruption  and  displacement  of
people and as well  unending conflict  with ethnic  groups.  The artificial
creation of many African states have made some just not viable and which
cannot compete with others. In a similar vein the imposition of Western
multi-party democracy by the erstwhile colonial powers further divided
most states into ethnic interest. As it was rightly observed the introduction
of party politics, shadow representation and as well comprador elements
of the colonial administrations who will be involved in ethnic and African
issues  to  lay  the  foundation  for  ethnic  conflicts  in  most  African  states
(Osei, 2010: 12-13). 
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          Frankly, speaking the conflict of 1977 to 1978 which resulted to an
unpleasant rife between Ethiopia and Somalia involved states and powers
outside the Horn of Africa and within African continent as well. Thus, the
abrogation  of  the  Soviet-Somalia  friendship  treaty  was  alongside
altogether with that of Cuba whose military facilities that were accorded
halted arms supplies to Somalia but rather determined to decisively be on
the side of Ethiopia. 
          Despite all of that it is pertinent to state here that Somalia like every
other  Eastern African nations and the continent  of  Africa  at  large.  The
states in Africa are either sustained by armed or constitutional struggle
because the so called acclaimed political autonomy had not really been
achieved as long as their economic dependency remains with their former
colonial  masters.  This  is  the  more  reason  why  most  scholars  view
neocolonialism like colonialism, a system that is motivated by the West’s
economic  and  political  self  interest  only  to  meet  their  administrative,
technological  advancement,  onward  exploitation  and  exportation  of
Africa’s  vital  natural  resources,  and  as  well  to  continue  their  imperial
game of resource confiscation in its old, undisguised form (Armah, 2010:
28). To Smith and Roxborough (2003: 77-79; 1979: 59) neocolonialism as an
interpretation of post-colonial African history never expresses itself in the
positive and active underdevelopment of the economies of the colonized
territories through an imposed colonial rule and dominant economies. But
rather used the application of foreign exchange knowing too well that the
developmental advancement of their former colonial economies required
foreign  exchange  which  must  be  acquired  from  the  export  of  a  very
limited range of primary products of those independent African nations.
Not  surprising,  like  the  eastern  African  nations,  Africa’s  commodities
were for what world prices fluctuated alarmingly. Thus, this became the
feature of continued neocolonialist policies from the early 1970s to present
even as the global market prices of major products in which the economies
of  African  societies  are  dependent  for  their  foreign  exchange  earnings
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declined. Take for instance during the 1980s Africa’s exports rose to 25% in
volume but fell in value by 30%. 
         The economic basis of neocolonial political application after being
put to use has been observed that when the purchasing power of Africa’s
economies falls and foreign exchange crises could only be averted when
African nations keep borrowing foreign investment and aid from Western
nations. However, this has led to growing demands on export earnings to
service debts rather than financing imports from developed countries of
industrial equipment or consumer goods which tend to increase in cost.
Furthermore, as foreign capital keeps substituting for inadequate domestic
savings rather than supplementing them, only high profit multinationals
could take risk to invest rather than weak indigenous enterprises. Thus,
this enabled modern and dynamic sectors of neocolonial African economy
to  come  under  the  control  of  multinational  corporations  while  the
backward sectors were left to local capitals. 
         It is on the basis of the above explanation that the United Nation
Development  Programmes  reports  that  if  profits  are  to  be  reinvested
locally will increase the share of domestic industry, controlled by foreign
capital. And that foreign investment, when combined with debt and aid, it
only decapitalize the host economy through a net outflow of capital, with
more being extracted in excess profits than being invested locally (UNDP,
1992). 
         Honestly, it is however, possible to identify neocolonialist tendency as
an organized interest,  an interest  having political significance internally
but mainly external oriented economically while carrying more political
weight than economically marginal local groups. This is true because lack
of effective state institutions and the inability of  those states in eastern
Africa to exert their bargaining power and as well poor representation at
the global level provided the ideological support for regional bourgeois
nationalism.  A  fundamental  ideological  condition  of  the  West  for  the
creation  of  modern  nation-states  in  Africa,  a  continent  previously
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characterized by feudal particularism, religious and communal division,
and all varieties of patriarchal backwardness (Twitchett, 1965: 319). 
         However, based on historical investigation the territorial expansion of
Abyssinia right from the early twentieth century has been at the expense
of his independent African neighbours in the Eastern part of the African
continent. Thus, the expansionist ambition of Abyssinia as an African state
along  the  line  of  her  fellow  colonialists  European  nations  desired  to
colonize  the  people  of  the  Ogaden,  Somaliland,  and  other  part  of  the
region. This was evidence in her diplomatic negotiation with the British
authority in giving up most of the Ogaden to British administration in
return  for  port  Zeila  a  territory  in  Somaliland  and  support  for  the
annexation of former Italian colony of Eritrea. But from 1960s towards the
end of the twentieth century when the three major colonial powers may
have left those territories, Somali aspiration was that Ethiopians will as
well liberate their colony and not seek to frustrate the right of universally
recognized  self-determination  for  colonized  people.  Regrettably,  it  was
not.  Rather the Somali territory became subjected to intense diplomatic
and often military harassment by the imperial Ethiopian military forces
aided by foreign assistance. 
         More so, the refusal to permit Somalis residents in northern Kenya to
secede and join Somalia by the Independent Commonwealth Commission
and the oppressive diplomatic tact played by the imperial Ethiopia using
the Head of State and Governments of the Organization of African Unity
to pass a resolution granting the frontiers of her empire during the Cairo
Summit of  1964.  Furthermore,  the intension was neither to refer to the
Ogaden (Mohamed, 1984: 21-22; Nyerere, 2012: 31). 
         These and many other issues such as the oppressed people of Eritrea
whose  territory  were  militarily  occupied  and  annexed  in  1963,  the
resistance  war  between  Eritrea  and  the  Ogaden  and  as  well  as  the
colonized nationalities of southern Ethiopia who were at constant conflict
with  the  Amhara  soldier-settlers  in  the  twentieth  century.  All  of  these
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issues contributed to the raise of militant character exhibited among the
eastern African countries in the twenty-first century as they began to view
persistent colonialism as the key to further their expansionist ambition.
This is as well the key to the region’s problems as all of the eastern African
countries,  Kenya,  Uganda,  Djibouti,  Eritrea,  and  Ethiopia  sees  the
presence of Somalia in the region as the only black spot, an ungoverned
space that precipitates concerns of organized crime, and bandit economies
which affect the region directly and indirectly. However, those states who
felt they are affected because they have Somali elements that operate in
their countries thought it is imperative for regional states to take charge of
the current situation in the region (Kantai and Smith, 2012: 21-22). 
        For Emmanuel (2010: 138-139) this contending hegemonic wrangling
and trans-border ethnic conflicts which has taken the form of boundary
and trans-territorial wars in eastern Africa has diverted the attention of
leaders  in  the  region  from the  economic  development  of  their  society.
Thus, giving room for continues neocolonialist policies of the West in the
region since the Gulf of Aden remains an important trade route for the
international shipping which passes through the Somali borders. And for
France her strategic interest was in the protection of the same shipping
lanes in the Gulf of Aden, and as well to monitor security in the Horn and
the Arabian Peninsula. Whereas, for the United States of America and the
British  Government  their  strategic  interests  were  for  the  maritime  oil
reserves  along  Somalia’s  coast  and  the  other  Multinational  Companies
stakes in the rapid growth of East Africa’s regional market. They as well
focused on the arrest of Al Qaeda operatives and local affiliates in Somalia
since  the  Pentagon  approves  Somalia  as  one  of  the  back  office  for  Al
Qaeda operations in the Middle East. On a general note the concern of the
international  community  were  mainly  because  of  regional  and
international  security  since  piracy  in  the  region  has  become  a  serious
threat to international shipping (Kantai and Smith, 2012: 24). 
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Conclusion 
        It  has remained a historical fact that the three fold increase and
expansion of the Ethiopian empire in area during the scramble for Africa
and her reluctant attitude towards decolonizing neighbouring territories
has long actually further expanded the occupation of vast Somali territory
in the Horn of Africa. As a typical case in point, Somali territory came
under five different administrations with the British Somaliland on one
hand,  the  North  Frontier  District  of  Kenya  on  another  hand all  under
British sphere of influence, the Italian Somaliland, French Somaliland of
Djibouti,  and  the  Ogaden  region  where  Ethiopia  claims  to  be  an
independent region of hers. In as much as Ethiopia’s policy of expansion
has not ended there will remain air raids, armed incursions, and continues
vicious  colonial  regime  that  will  further  keep  the  region  as  victim  of
destabilization. 
       However, as long as Ethiopian persistent colonialism over the years
still lies at the root of the Ogaden region in south-eastern Ethiopia and the
forceful holding back of those Somali territories to remain under Amhara
colonial domination and as well as the countries within the region who
sees Somalia as an ungoverned space, precipitating concern of organized
crime and bandit economies which affect the region. Thus, the continues
interference  in  the  governance  of  Somalia  through  successive  weak
transitional governments sponsored by international and regional actors
by way of peace conferences, lacked popular legitimacy because Somalis
tend to see them as foreign creation. And the competing interests among
regional actors in intervening in Somalia such as Ethiopia’s deep interest
of  controlling  the  sea  as  a  way  of  breaking  of  her  landlocked  nature,
Eritrea’s interests was to stabilize southern Somalia to enable her stand up
to Ethiopia’s hegemonic interests and then support the US interests. 
       Nevertheless, the continual contest for influence among regional states
of Eastern Africa in Somalia has further created Western neocolonialist
policies  in  the  region  in  the  name  of  international  management  of
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diplomacy on Somalia, using Somalia as a base point to arrest Al- Qaeda
operations  and  local  affiliates  who  has  posed  serious  threat  to  their
economic  gains  in  the  region.  Financing  peacekeeping  operations  and
regional economic summits and as well as monitoring the security in the
Horn and the Arabian peninsula just for their maritime oil reserves that is
along Somalia’s  coast  were  the  intensions  of  the  West  for  encouraging
rapid growth of East Africa’s regional market (Kantai and Smith, 2012: 22-
24). 
       These and many other issues such as the unprecedented military
influx in the Somaliland and the joint invasion launched by Ethiopia and
Kenya  make  up  the  perils  of  a  carve-up  and  an  avtar  of  continues
exploitation of economic advantage and political obedience of sovereign
states in Eastern Africa. These actions prove counter-productive, given the
lack  of  resources  for  stabilizing  local  politics  and  strengthening  the
economy of  Somalia.  It  is  on the  basis  of  this  scholars  have described
Africa, characterizing its economic instability, unabated political turmoil,
and succession crisis,  pervasive corruption and gross abuse of office as
problems foisted by colonizing influences. But in consequence it has being
perpetuated by the greed and selfishness of leaders in the continent.
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