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Abstract
This paper examined the roles of political education on sustainable
democracy  in  Opobo/Nkoro  Local  Government  Area  of  Rivers
State. The objective of this paper is to ex-ray the reasons why the
civilian and military regimes in Nigeria are yet to enthrone proper
political  education,  the  required  knowledge  about  the  political
systems.  The  electoral  institutions  are  therefore,  proceeding
without the requisite political culture that is necessary to nurtures
tolerance, dialogue and peaceful resolution of disputes. This paper
employed secondary data. The objective of the paper is to examine
the roles of political education at sustaining democracy, to look at
previous attempt at democratization and to find reasons for their
failures, this will allow the paper to offer solutions that will help in
consolidation the gains of democracy. This paper adopted political
culture  approach,  as  its  theoretical  framework  which  held  that
attitude,  belief,  values and affection that are consciously held or
implicitly  in  a  society  in  relation  to  the  political  process.  Our
finding  is  that  democracy  cannot  survive  without  cognitive-
knowledge awareness and beliefs  about the political  system. The
study  recommended  among  others  proper  electoral  reforms  that
will  impact  positively  on  political  behavior  and  sustainable
democratic culture. To achieve credible election, sound democratic
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culture  and  popular  participation  of  citizens  in  elections  in
Opobo/Nkoro  Local  Government  Area,  proper  and  enhanced
political education of the electorate be implemented and enforced
systematically.

Keywords: Roles, political education and sustainable democracy.

Introduction:
The military had ruled Nigeria for thirty (30) years as at 29thMay 1999 out
of the Nigeria’s forty (40) years of political history. From the above date, to
29thMay,  2016  the  democratic  rule  or  civilian  regime  had  only  ruled
Nigeria  for  seventeen  (17)  years.  Based  on  this  premise  the  need  for
democratic sustainability in Nigeria as a whole and Opobo/Nkoro Local
Government Area of Rivers State in particular need to be examined. The
nation within the period above, both the successive regimes, military and
civilian, can be said to be characterized not only by failed political parties
but  by  political  apathy,  coups  and  counter  coups,  corruption,  ethnic
militancy,  hunger  and  hardship,  diseases,  one  party  dominance,  self-
successions and electoral irregularities. 
In order to address these problems, the Federal Government in Nigeria
have  tried  through  diverse  Structural  reforms,  such  as  state  and  local
government creation, introduction of the federal character principle, the
use  of  “zoning  system”,  multi-party  system and the  two party  system
amongst others are pointers to the tortuous path of Nigeria’s search for a
stable or sustainable democratic social order.
For  this  paper,  the  political  parties  play  the  most  important  roles  of
political education. The political parties are formal organizations which
compete  through  the  electoral  process  to  control  the  personnel  and
policies of government. Therefore, in the process of providing legitimate
governments and many other activities,  political parties have enormous
roles to play in sustainable democracy; among others functions are:
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(i) Educating the electorates and spread political awareness about
important political issues;

(ii) Mobilization of  the  electorates  and stimulate  their  interest  in
election;

(iii) Not  only  observe  rules  and regulations  as  well  constitutional
provision guiding  the electoral process but also help to ensure
that the electorates do the same;

(iv) Provide the citizens with the opportunity of participating in the
management of their nations affairs;

(v) Serve as agencies of recruitment for political offices;
(vi) Serve as agencies for national integration;
(vii) Parties aggregate and articulate public interest;
(viii) They discover, mobilize and utilize available national resource

for rapid development of society;
(ix) Provide  alterative  public  policies  for  national  progress  to  the

people in order to enable the electorates choose the best policies;
(x) Provide the most peaceful or constitutional means of changing

government in order to promote democratic stability; and
(xi) Political  parties,  promote  political  culture  and  political

socialization etc.

This paper having evaluates the functions of Nigeria’s political parties
over the year’s one can clearly see a malfunction in their roles. This
becomes glaring when one focuses on the violent and rigged general
elections of 1964, 1979, 1983, 1999, 2003, 2007, 2011, and the recently
just concluded 2015 including the re-run elections in River State (where
there were hi-tech manipulation of election results sheets) 
Lapalombara,  (1974:34),  examines  Almond  Verba’s  view  on  how
subjective  attitudes  and  feeling  in  the  individual  influence  his
character of political education and political participation and contend
that:
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“these attitude involves, cognition, or what its people know 
and believe about politics; affect whether people fell positive,
neutral, negative about what they know or believe, and 
evaluation, leaders, process third persons and themselves in 
politics”.

A clear evaluation of our democratic experience show that from 1964, the
political parties according to Bello-Imam in the first republic ignored all
the known rules of competition and resorted to the percept of “zero-sum
game”. The collapse of the first republic ended the practice of the British
West-Minister  model  and  put  Nigeria  under  another  thirteen  years  of
military (mis) rule.
The subsequent  1979 elections  ushered in  the second republic  with  an
executive – Presidential system. Soon, the republic came to an abrupt end
when  the  military  struck  again  in  December,  31st 1983,  accusing  the
civilian administration of Shehu Shagari of electoral malpractices, looting,
arson and embezzlement. Thus, the country could not transit to another
civilian administration.
Democracy  and democratization have been misconstrued by  successive
civilian regimes as the means of satisfying their socio-economic desire by
allocating  political  offices  and  enjoying  the  perquisites  arising  thereof
amongst  themselves.  They do this  by  using  their  membership  and the
instrumentality of their political parties, to the detriment of the collective
interest of the masses.
Democracy  therefore,  becomes  a  “cake-sharing”  business  while  our
“political  entrepreneur”  takes  pleasure  parading  their  ill-gotten  wealth
before the voiceless,  hungry masses.  The consequences of  the brand of
democracy are predictable; an atmosphere of political apathy, a feeling of
alienation, volatile discontented electorates and an unhealthy opposition.
The question that comes to mind, is that Rivers State for years now had not
conducted successful local government election into the twenty three (23)
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local council, how can the roles of the political education in Opobo/Nkoro
local  government  area  sustained  democracy.  Furthermore,  political
stability will remain elusive when ballot papers are not only forged, and
voters  or  the  electorates  will  undergo  various  forms  of  intimidation,
harassment, and inducements.

Political Education
In  order  to  create  a  patriotic  and  responsible  citizenry  as  well  as
strengthen  and  consolidate  national  democratic  political  culture,  even
under  normal  circumstances,  civil  or  political  education  is  essential.
Political education, are all political learning, including not only explicitly
political  learning  but  also  nominally  non-political  learning  that  effects
political behaviors, such as learning of politically relevant social attitudes
and the acquisition of political relevant personality characteristics. 

Political Parties
This can be defined as a body of men and women united for promoting by
their joint endeavors the national interest upon some particular principles
in which they are all united. The common aim of a political party is what
defines  it.  Political  parties  seek  political  power  either  simply  or  in  co-
operation with other political parties.

Political Participation
This  is  the  individual  character  of  political  involvement  in  any  society
differs  significantly  though  directed  at  the  same  thing.  Political
participation include, election, campaign and voting election and electoral
activities provide enormous opportunities for political participation to a
great  number  of  citizenry.  Electoral  related  participation  include
registration, voting, campaigning meeting, party meeting, party funding
and contesting for elective office.
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Political Culture
This composed of the attitudes, belief, emotions and values of society that
relate to the political system and to political issues. These attitudes may
not  be  consciously  held,  but  maybe implicit  in  an individual  or  group
relationship with the political system. A political culture whether diverse
or homogenous, is a product of may interrelated factor.

Political Socialization
This  is  the  establishment  and  development  of  attitudes  to  and  beliefs
about  the  political  system.  The  process  may  encourage  loyalty  to  the
nation,  the  fostering  of  particular  values,  and  it  may  increase  either
support for or alienation from the system. It is particularly important in
the degree of participation in political life, that is expected for groups and
individuals.  Political  socialization  is  not  a  process  confined  to  the
impressionable  years  of  child  hood but  one that  continued throughout
adulthood.

Theoretical Framework
This paper adopted the Political Culture Approach which state that every
society has its pattern and relation with the state, their general attitude to
the and political  process  determines  largely  how political  activities  are
carried  out  and  this  sharpens  the  individual  character  of  political
education and participation.
George, (1975:16) see political culture thus: 

“The  attitude,  belief,  values  and  affection  that  are
consciously held or implicitly in a society in relation to the
political process.”

The view above explains the dominant orientation and general perception
and attitudes of the people toward politics.  In spite of the widely held
perception that the individual no matter the genelogy and brotherhood,
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what remains common to mankind is this issues of differences in attitude,
behavior  and  reaction,  within  the  political  realm  every  political
community as a standard attitude and behavior  held in relation to  the
state structures, political authority, major polices or issue of government.
Political  parties  as  a  medium  of  political  activities  such  as,  political
education, political culture, political socialization, etc., the malfunction of
these roles led to democratic instability in the country and adversely affect
all the state of the federation and Opobo/Nkoro LGA.
The citizen’s general reaction and relation to the state in terms of levels of
political participations, political education and activities and efficacy or
cynicism,  level  of  trust  or  mistrust  of  leadership,  level  of  compliance,
loyalty, allegiance, patriotism etc, are all elements of and are governed by
the  political  culture.  Political  culture  therefore,  is  the  determinate  of
peoples attitude towards politics, electoral behavior of political parties and
the elite in the political system has successfully shown in the prevailing
political  culture  in  the  country  given  the  fact  that  electoral  fraud  and
irregularities in most part of the state and Opobo/Nkoro LGA., especially
during  electoral  process  are  political  parties  and elites  centre  induced,
which contribute to democratic instability in the country. Therefore, the
political education and political culture of a society therefore influenced
the individual political participation to the extent that, it underscores the
value which the very political system, regime and ideologies place on it,
wide spread participation is a priced value in liberal democracies, socialist
regime and on party system.

Types of Political Education:
a. Direct  or  formal  political  education:  This  kind  takes  place

consciously.  The individual  deliberately and consciously learn
political  behavior  through  imitating  or  coping  the  skills,
behavior and attitude of others. It may take a structured form
eg., teacher student situation in the school where the students
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are  taught  about  the  political  system,  political  process  and
institutions, and also patriotic history and literature. Often this
type occurs through the impact of direct  political  experiences
eg., any government official or political campaign.

b. Indirect  or  informal  political  education:  This  occurs
unconsciously. Adults and children acquire certain knowledge
or information through informal or indirect learning situations
without being aware of it, much of the learning here acquired
sub-consciously in an unstructured m manner. Children acquire
skills, attitudes and behavior from parents without being aware.
For instance, a child brought up under strict parental authority
may  expect  political  leaders  to  operate  under  same  code  of
conduct,  or  remarks  about  political  values  eg.,  corruption  or
honesty in government etc., can shape a child deposition and his
political behavior.  Non-political but political relevant behavior
or skills are learned through this process, the learning is often
unintended.

c. Role political education:  This take place when the individual
through involvement in the political process learn on the job.
The individual  learns  while  performing his  role  or  functions
expected  of  him in  the  position  he  occupies.  For  instance  of
Local Government Councilor learns the act of law making by his
involvement in the councils parliamentary debate on the floor of
the house a newly recruited ad-hoc staff of (INEC) is thought
the process of how to conduct the election etc. 

Agents of Political Education
Political  education  is  an  interactive  process  between  the  learner  and
certain agents in the political system. These agents are:

Roles of Political Education on sustainable democracy in Opobo/ Nkoro…      104



South-South Journal of Humanities and international Studies                    

(a)  Political  Parties:  This  is  the  most  important  agent  of  political
education for  this  research.  This  agent  educates  members  of  the
public about government and government policies and programs.
During electoral campaigns the citizens learns about the electoral
process, manifestos are presented, the programs and policies of the
party are highlighted. Through these activities (education) citizens
gain knowledge about  politics,  the  government  and the  political
system.

(b)  Civil  Leaders:  In  our  society  (Opobo/Nkoro  LGA,)  we  have
prominent  persons  who  we  often  look  on  to  for  one  form  of
information  or  the  other.  These  categories  of  persons  could  be
retired public ser5vants, politicians or academicians. In their own
right, they are leaders of the people we learn a lot or copy from
these persons. Often, we can say these categories of persons are role
models.

(c) The  Government:  Successive  administrations  in  Nigeria  had
introduced one institution or the other for the enlightenment of the
citizen  about  the  political  system,  eg.,  Independent  National
Electoral  Commission  (INEC),  during  election  ad-hoc  staffs   are
recruited and trained for the act of election. Another institution that
acted as  a  political  educative  body is  the  Centre for  Democratic
Studies that  was  instituted  for  the  training  and  educate  the
politicians  and  stakeholders  in  the  act  of  electioneering.  Other
institutions include MAMSER, The Political Bureau etc.

(d)  The  Mass  Media:  The  mass  media  ie.,  Radio,  Television,
magazines,  news  paper  etc  are  another  major  agent  of  political
education.  We  learn  everyday  through  this  medium.  The  mass
media  provide  massages  and  visual  pictures  of  government
activities.  For  instance,  through  the  television  we  can  watch
government officials  perform public  function or provide political
education.  The  campaign  against  corruption  for  instance,  has
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received prominent air time and space in the newspaper, television
and radio.

(e)  Family: Political education begins in the family. This is so because
the first political relevant knowledge is acquired from our homes,
as children, we interact with our parent, brothers and sisters. The
family  is  the  first  human group with  a  child  interacts;  it  is  the
foremost agent of political learning, and to some people, the most
important of other agents. Through the family children acquire the
basic  personality  development  and  have  great  influence  on
acquisition  of  non-political  but  political  relevant  values  eg.,  the
children  learns  politically  relevant  ideals,  behaviors  and  values
such  as  proper  conduct  or  orientation  to  the  political  system,
political  process,  rules  and regulations,  authority  and obedience
within the family. A family that encourages child participation in
family decision tends to encourage the child’s political participation
in the larger society when he becomes an adult. Finally, a child who
obeys his parents would definitely obey constituted authority and
his attitude to political structures would be influenced by how his
parents respond to them.  A child from a politically active home
would himself tend to be politically active in politics; in fact he may
even join his parent’s political party.

(f) The  School:  Political  education  in  schools,  are  ordered  and
structured to meet with the curriculum and is transmitted by the
teachers  through  classroom  activities  and  extra-curriculum
activities.  The  students  are  taught  political  values  such  as
participation,  competitiveness,  achievement  and  observing  the
rules of the game. Subjects such as civil or social studies are taught
in schools to educate the students about government politics  the
entire  political  system,  through  these  subjects,  students  are  also
taught proper political attitudes.
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The school forms the individual to become a useful citizen and induces in
the student a politically active mind. The rights duties and obligations of
citizens are taught in schools. The students are taught how to participate
in political activities like voting expressing ones opinion and keeping law
and order. The informal aspect of political education in school takes place
through interaction with other students eg.,  student union government.
More so, the government uses the school as an agent of political education
to install some political attitudes and behavior patterns in citizens. The
school provides an effective means of shaping citizens political attitudes
and behavior.

Recommendations:
Based on the findings, the following recommend are made:  
First,  the  entire  Nigerian  citizenry  should  imbibe  values  capable  of
promoting discipline, justice and fair play in order to consolidate the joy
and  happiness  that  characterized  political  education  and  political
participation in the Nigerian politics. 
Secondly, identification and support for parties should be based on the
parties programmes especially political education and election. 
Thirdly, government agencies for example Independent National Electoral
Commission (INEC), Centre for Democratic Studies, Political Bureau and
National  Orientation  Agency,  should  be  strengthened so  that  they  can
embark on political education of the politicians, electorate and the entire
citizen on the act  of  participation in election, votes orientation and the
importance of voting. 
Finally,  political  parties  should  strictly  apply  the  rules  in  their
constitutions, adhere to the electoral laws and constitution of the country.
This will bring about political tolerance among the intra and inter politics.

Conclusion:
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This  paper  concludes  that  political  parties  as  a  medium  of  political
education,  which  are  veritable  instrument  towards  the  sustainable  of
democracy in any country. The case in Nigeria is that they have not been
able to properly carry  out these roles  as it  is  obtainable in some older
democracies. This had been shown in their failure in this regard which
had  variously  led  to  the  collapse  of  earlier  civilian  institutions  and
structures, so that democratic rule is still nascent in Opobo/Nkoro Local
Government Area of Rivers State
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