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Abstract 

The study sought to ascertain the causes of voter apathy during the 

December 10th, 2016 legislative re-run elections in Rivers State. 

The objectives, among others, were to find out extent and gravity 

of voter apathy during the election, identify its consequences and 

do a comparative analysis on the effects and democratic discourse. 

Founded on the tenets of attitude-Change theory, the study 

adopted both descriptive and focus group interview methodology. 

Out of a population of 3,326,734, a sample size of 385 was drawn 

using Taro Yamani formular and respondents responded to the 

data collection instrument. Out of which an average of 128 was 

administered among respondents in Obio-Akpor, Tai and Degema 

LGAs respectively that make up the three Senatorial Districts of 

the State. More so, multi-stage cluster sampling techniques was 

adopted to gather data because of the population size, cost 

implications and heterogeneous nature of the population. A five-
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point likert-scale using weighted mean score (WMS) was also used 

for questionnaire design, while simple frequency and percentage 

tables, and charts was used for data analysis and interpretations. 

Findings revealed that while electorates were keen on democratic 

participation but none-fulfillment of campaign promises by 

politicians and violence cast a spell of despair and hopelessness on 

them. The researcher, therefore, recommended that both the 

government, the state and national electoral bodies (INEC & 

RSIEC) should conduct and manage election affairs properly to 

avoid manipulation by some politicians. It was further 

recommended that the Government, INEC, Politician, Security 

and Non-Governmental agencies should provide unbiased and 

nonpartisan security protection for electorates during elections.  

 

Introduction 

Mass participation in elections and other forms of political engagements is 

the lifeblood of representative democracy. The essence is to allow for 

credible, transparent, free and fair elections that will be acceptable by all 

stakeholders.  Since voters’ active participation in a state or country’s 

elections is the basis of this, the need to look at it from the perspective of 

the quantum of voters in terms of the numerical strength, whether low or 

high that may lead to voter apathy or absence of it is needful. Hence, 

voting, as one of the major instruments and processes by which political 

office-holders are either elected or removed from office, cannot be said to 

be without some challenges, whether as a result of apathy that leads to the 

rate of voter turnout, the world over, or some other reasons, is being 

considered as a yardstick in measuring democratic progress or 

development. Voter apathy otherwise called boycott is in relations to 

failure of electorates or voters not participating, boycotting or refusing to 

participate in an election. It also means the quantum of registered voters 

who participate or turnout to vote on elections days vis-à-vis incidences 

that takes on such days must be given serious attention. 
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According to Agaigbe (2015) “apathy is lack of feeling of personal 

responsibility, a passivity and indifference for political affairs, could make 

significant impacts (negatively) on elections development in any state or 

country. It could also denote the absence of a feeling of personal 

obligation to participate in an election or program/event (p.15)”. 

According to Goddey (2016): 

 Political participation means activities that have intent or effect of 

influencing government action – directly by affecting the making or 

implementation of public policy or directly influencing the 

selection of people who make these policies; that participation is 

not obligatory and receives no pay or financial compensation and 

not by being attentive to politics but by doing politics. This 

suggests that political participation requires the involvement of the 

citizens through participating in democratic activities, which 

influence the political actions of the state (p.59). 

Corroborating, Agaigbe (2015), said voter apathy is the indifference on the 

part of electorates as regards their attitude towards electoral processes 

such as   voting.  It is the absence or interest in or concern about electoral 

process. It occurs when eligible voters do not vote in public elections. 

Voter apathy thus brings about low voter turnout because it has negative 

connotations. Though some might call it boycott and/orcynicism in 

election participation. This is clearly true as no election could be said to 

have been impressive, credible, transparent, free and fair and command 

large turnout without recourse to voter apathy as it is a yardstick in 

determining voting strength of the electorates too. In order words, when 

voter apathy is not well handled the resultant effects or consequences will 

be low turnout of voters during elections. 

More so, voter apathy is multidimensional in nature as it operates at the 

intersections of psychology, sociology, economy and geography, history 

and the contemporary, laws, culture and structures, process and actors, 

memory retention and perception, among others (Agbaje, Fayehun & 

Ibrahim 2011).Considering that voter apathy in a democratic system elicits 
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democratic discourses, it is expedient that the nitty-gritty is looked at with 

a view to linking it with the re-run elections that took place in Rivers State 

in 2015 and 2016 respectively.  

According to O’Shaughnessy et al (2011), “democratic discourses are both 

ideological and psychological in nature. It means engagement or 

deliberation/conversation or articulation, voicing or putting forward of a 

point of view of political issues by all political stakeholders for discussion 

that will lead to peaceful, transparent elections and political development 

(p.173. It also means discoursal action or the actual talk or writing in a 

democratic system (Fairclough, 2011,p.24) in Amadi,(2017,p.95). The 

whole essence is to ensure that there is an all-inclusive discussion on 

political matters that could lead to meaningful democratic progress. In 

order words, it is way of stimulating public discourse on voter apathy, 

development of standards for voters and civic education material, conflict 

resolution at its early stage before it turns to violence. Democratic 

discourses could also lead to trends of elections in the state and other 

process or ideas that may hinder electoral development (Adetula, 2008).  It 

is how we agree not to kill each other through discussions/conversations 

that matters here. We choose rather to engage each other in open public, 

substantive discussion and debate. The operating assumption is that we 

can work out disagreements through persuasion and/or political 

engagement and deliberation rather than coercion or violence. This entails 

meaningful deliberations, whether during town hall meetings, 

conferences, referendum by voters and politicians on issues of grave 

electoral concern like thuggery/kidnapping, killings, falsification and 

manipulation of election results, and outright destruction of electoral 

materials, etc. This can also be described as participatory inclusiveness of 

all political stakeholders that will lead to national development in line 

with the ideology of development communication as prerequisite for mass 

mobilization. 

It is a way of   stimulating   public discourse on issues of national interest 

and that organized knowledge and social order. This way helps the 
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masses to politically get themselves   involve   in discussing national 

issues that may arouse solutions and, sometimes, lead to national 

development.  

Similarly, re-run election, which may come about as a result of 

inconclusive elections mean   to conduct another election (s) after the first 

or initial one has failed to produce desired results or is flawed. In order 

words, re-run   election means running or conducting election or elections 

over again or  the second time. Re-run election by its   phenomena   may 

be as a result of electoral mal-practice, violence, poor turnout in elections 

and most times, voter apathy or total boycott in elections as a way of 

protest and/or expression of displeasure by the citizenry. For instance, 

according to Wiley (2016), the re-run that took place in Rivers State on 10th 

December, 2016 during the State and National Assemble elections may be 

hinged on political violence.  

Since voter apathy is multidimensional in nature and a subset of 

psychological behavior, the need to thoroughly ascertain its root causes 

and consequences, with particular regard to democratic discourses during 

the 2016 legislative re-run elections in Rivers is the thrust of this work. 

 

Statement of the Problem 

Voter apathy, as a multidimensional psychological phenomena, connotes 

negativism and so has direct bearing on voter turnout and electoral 

progress of any state or country elections. Voter apathy operates at the 

intersection of politics, psychology, economy and culture.  Since voter 

turn out is used to measure the success or failure of any elections and/or 

political development  of a State,  the need to clearly investigate it  has 

become necessary in order to  explore  the  extent  voter  apathy has 

affected electoral process in Rivers State, especially during the 2016  

legislativere-runelections,  and its attendant  democratic discourses.  

Recounting the downward trend of elections participations in Nigeria 

since 1999 till date, it could be seen that it is worrisome. For instance  in 

the report released after the 2011 elections by Independent National 



South-South Journal of Humanities and international Studies                     

 

Voter Apathy and Democratic Discourse Of December 10, 2016…    114 

Electoral Commission (INEC), voter turnout in the country was  put at 

52.2% in  1999 and gradually dropped to  32.11 %  in 2015 hence, dismal, 

according to Mahmud (2015, p.8).That obviously  will have serious 

implications on the electoral prospect of the State if not  checked.  Since 

this is seen as a serious concern, it is thus needful to consider the rationale 

behind it in order to tackle its root causes. 

Therefore this study stands to investigate the length and breadth of voter 

apathy, as a political psychological factor, in line with concerns expressed 

by the electorates on its declining effects and democratic/electoral 

progress of the state (Zhang, 2015).  

 

Objectives of the Study 

The major objectives of the study were to: 

1.  Evaluate the gravity and extent of voter apathy as it affected the 

December 10,`2016re-run elections in Rivers State 

2.  Identify consequences   of voter apathy on the re-run elections and   

electoral   progress   of   Rivers State. 

3.  Determine comparative effects of voter apathy and democratic 

discourses on re-run elections in Rivers State 

4.  Ascertain   root causes of voter apathy on   re-run elections in 

Rivers State. 

5.  Ascertain ways voter apathy can be addressed in Rivers State 

 

Research Questions 

The following research questions were posed to help the researcher 

achieve objectives of the study: 

1.  What are the gravity and extent voter apathy affected   the 

December 10,`2016re-run elections in Rivers State? 

2.  What are the consequences of voter apathy on re-run elections in 

Rivers State? 

3.  What are the comparative effects of voter apathy and democratic 

discourses on re-run elections in Rivers State? 
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4.  What are the root causes of voter apathy as it relates to democratic 

discourses and re-run elections in Rivers State? 

5.  How can voter apathy be addressed in Rivers State? 

 

Scope of the Study 

Scope of the study was on the December 10th, 2016 Legislative re-run 

elections while the geographic entity is called Rivers State. It also looked 

at the democratic discourses during and after the re-run elections that re-

run elections. However, the universe, which is Rivers State, was 

segmented into three senatorial districts, with one Local Government 

Council each taken from the three senatorial districts. Electorates within 

the voting age of 18 above and above were the target audience. Besides, 

INEC officials and members of political parties like APC, PDP, APGA, LP, 

etc, professional groups, chiefs, students, farmers, businessmen/women 

and members of NGOs were interviewed during focus group interview. 

Time frame is around re-run elections that took place on December 10th, 

2016 - aftermath of the 2015 Governorship and State/National Assembly 

elections. The essence was to determine what make people stay away 

from voter’s registration, accreditation, and elections and generally show 

indifference in participating in political activities. Rivers State (universe) 

was further be segmented into three Senatorial Districts, of which one 

local government each will be chosen. These are: Obio-Akpor in Rivers 

East Senatorial District, Tai in Rivers South East Senatorial District and 

Degema in Rivers West Senatorial District respectively. 

 

Theoretical   Framework 

The following theories were used to anchor the study:  

 

Agenda-Setting Theory 

The agenda-setting theory is indeed one of the most important theoretical 

frameworks for this study. According to Baran et al (2006), “the media 

don’t tell us what to think but what to think about (p.316)”. According to 
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Cohen (1963), the idea behind the agenda-setting theory is not only to 

make people change their attitudes or opinions, we must  have to think, 

they do tell us what issues we should focus and concentrate on.  In order 

words, for the succinctly challenge of voter apathy to be addressed using 

the media, more campaigns and enlightenment/mobilization need to be 

carried out by the media. This is so because, since the political parties, 

aspirants, and both  government and the electoral umpire cannot do 

without the media, they need to employ all communications avenues to 

educate and enlighten the electorates on the benefits (value) of 

participating in elections, which is not just to exercise their fundamental 

rights as enshrine in Chapter IV Sections 38 & 40 respectively of the 

fundamental Rights of individuals  in the 1999 Constitution of the Federal 

Republic of Nigeria (As Amended 2011). The essence was to choose who 

govern him/her (them) through voluntary conscience, thoughts and 

freedom of association with other persons and/or political parties of their 

choice. Regrettably, reverse could be the case! Nevertheless the major 

elements in political communication like the media, politician and voters 

must be carried along in all scheme of things if the agenda-setting theory 

work must be applied (Ike &Udeze, 2015). Remember we must not lose 

sight of the fact that, since voters must be told what to think about - like 

participation in every elections in order to increase voter turnout and 

guarantee free, fair, transparent and credible elections (Goodwin, 2006) - 

all stakeholders must be well informed, mobilized and motivated towards 

that by using the mass media hence, the theory is necessary in political 

communication and persuasion in order to achieve set objectives. 

 

Attitude-Change Theory 

However, the study was essentially hinged on attitude-change theory 

because of the multifaceted nature of the subject under study. In other 

words, it means “apathy’, which is the central word of the research theme 

is multidimensional because it carry   with it behavioral approach, 

political approach, social/environmental approach.   
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Attitude-change, also called persuasion is a theory. The theory was 

postulated after series of research and literature review by the Payne fund 

studies in the United States of America in 1993. The study focused on the 

influence of films and children and young people. That indeed was used 

as a way of assessing the emotions, attitudes, behaviors of the young 

people and to persuade or inform them (McQuail, 2012, p.456). 

Attitude change is a change in the evaluation of an object of thought. This 

is true as attitude refers to feelings that express whether a person likes of 

dislikes a person, place or thing, objects in his/her environment. It is an 

evaluation of a thing or objective with the expectation, feelings or hope of 

liking or disliking it. According to Gabriel (1998), “human being changes 

their attitudes as they engage in relationships and receive new 

information about a particular thing, object and/or event 

(pp.127.131).”That is to say human attitudes are unpredictable hence 

could change as a result of so many factors.  It is also worthy of note that 

when there is a classical conditional of one’s attitude, what we see is a 

balance attitude. This is because information received over time through 

learning (learning theory) could lead to consistence (consistency theory), 

moving away from already held believe, we can say that the media 

audience have accepted it (information). In other words, it means once 

someone receives information that can change his/her attitude, inasmuch 

as it is in consonance with the person’s believe in terms of likeness, the 

desired or expected change will be seen. But, however, once attitude is 

changed behavior will also change. 

The onus of attitude change theory is embedded in interest and do often 

have devastating effects on voter apathy especially when there is memory 

retentions because of unrepentant attitudes of politician in the past (The 

British psychological Society promoting excellence in psychology, n.d.). 

What this means is that what  drives attitude is whatever or where 

someone derives interest that is where he/she goes or respond  or  his/her 

behavior is influenced .  These could either positive of negative events. It 

could also be change towards or away from certain things or objects. Some 
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of the factors that influences attitudes are be action, target, context and 

time. Action is considered when it is perceived and tangible, target when 

it comes expectation, context is considered when the inherent benefits is 

considered  and, finally, time come into play when period of realizing 

such expectation is achievable or realistic within ones estimated period.  

So, according to Baran et al (2006), “during the World-war 11, the United 

States of American used the attitude-change theories to change the 

attitudes of most Americans at the home front to accept and approve for 

them to counter the forces shown by the Japanese and Germans. The 

essence was to counter the Nazi propaganda and defend the America 

values and prevent defeat (p.143)”. Hence ,use of attitude-change theory 

may also be require to change voters’ behavior  who  may  be adamant 

due to variables enumerated above, etc. Again, since apathy is 

behaviorally inclined, attitude/behavioral change indeed will go a long in 

addressing the teething challenges associated with it. 

 

Conceptual Review 

Democratic Discourses on Voter Apathy 

Democratic discourse is a way of involving the masses or public in 

discussion about their own welfare. It may be in the areas of political, 

economic, social and cultural affairs. It is a way of hearing different voices 

or a way of thinking from a range of fields. “It offers a way of thinking 

about a particular topic O’ Shaughnessy & Stadller (2011,p.68)”. The 

central idea about democratic discourses with regard to the topic under 

investigation is to stimulate valuable discussions among the people that 

will engender rapid electoral development, discourage apathy and 

increase voter turnout. 

According to Kumar (2011), there are two perspectives from which we 

need communication for development – communication’s needs and 

audience’s needs. The communicator may communicate by information 

and education, and thus motivate the masses. The audience may 

communicate for development information, making demands for 
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development and asking solutions for development problems”. It is 

necessary because it goes to resonate the fact that we understand and 

appreciate development from the perspective of our political 

problem/challenges, and we’ll able to resolve it in order to have a well-

coordinated  elections administration and management devoid of apathy 

and killings.  

 

Political Violence and Thuggery 

Violence, which is a state of being violent, intensity, furyand also an 

instance of violent action (Allen et al,2013). Ladan-Baki (2016) did not 

mince words when he said that: 

At the just concluded 2015 general elections, violence was recorded 

though it was mostly exhibited at the South-South 

geopolitical zone of Nigeria in states like Rivers and 

AkwaIbom. The ruling party the PDP and its agents were 

accused of deploying all means necessary including barbaric 

methods to clinch victory at the polls. There has been a 

barrage of accusations and counter accusations by the All 

Progressives Congress claiming that the People’s Democratic 

Party (PDP) used its hoodlums, security agencies and its 

thugs to truncate the elections in their favor. 

Looking critically at the events that unfolded in the state and as reported 

by NGOs, election observers, the people and residents, predominately, 

violence and thuggery could be a major factor leading to voter apathy. 

This was buttressed by Sturies (2013) when he said that electoral 

malpractice and prosecution of election offenders is a mute in Nigeria. 

Hence, from their views, the issue of violence and thuggery, in whichever 

guise,   during elections, that may not been well handled by both the state, 

residents and particularly the law enforcement agencies, could   continue 

unabated Ladan-Baki (2016).  
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Electronic Voting (e-Voting) 

The issue of electronic voting otherwise called e-voting, maybe another 

interesting and quite essential democratic discourse in our political 

dispensation. That could be a way of improving significantly on the 

current manual and archaic ways of voting and counting ballot papers 

during elections in Rivers State. The   method is a way of using electronic 

device to cast votes and then transmit it across a communication channel. 

(Goldsmith, Ruthrauff, Sweeney & Wollack ,2013). Since this is one of the 

latest technological methods of voting and a convenient way of curbing 

the cancerous nature of voter apathy during elections, though it has its 

own challenges, if employed, could be a way of reforming our electoral 

system and engender optimal voters’ participation and increase turnout. 

Another advantage it has is that the chances of kidnapping will greatly 

reduce compared to the current method where electorates must walk to 

polling stations, stay on queue for accreditation and cast their votes for 

long hours – face-to-face contact is the method here. The manual and old 

method encourages apathy; more so, when the attendant benefits that will 

lead to the value of it is not being felt by the electorates or voters.   

Coming back home, in Rivers State University, Port Harcourt, during the 

2017 Students Union Government ( SUG) election e-voting was adopted 

and acclaimed modern and successful especially for those who might 

have experienced fatigue and other unprecedented challenges during the 

period. For a while so many radio stations including Radio UST 103.7 and 

92.3Radio Info, Port Harcourt, gave life commentary on it and also made it 

a national discourse just to see whether. The INEC and RIEC and other 

electoral agencies could buy the idea for improved election administration 

and management. 

 

Compulsory Voting 

Since the issue of voter apathy has become worrisome the world over, 

maybe due to the perception that votes don’t count, and/or are negligible 

thereby leading to what political scientist may call paradox of voting. 
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Meaning some people do vote even though a simple rational choice model 

of human behavior suggests they ought not to. Regrettably, the impulse 

behind this discourse is the fact that voters are made to vote by law 

otherwise they’ll be punished. Dictatorial as this may sound, it may not be 

the ideal electoral system in a democratic process that will encourage high 

voter turnout and reduce voter apathy which is the main thrust of this 

study. The need to expatiate on this and fashion out possible ways of 

getting out of the perceived electoral quagmire has become necessary. 

Though The Electoral Act (2010) stipulates that for every citizen of Nigeria 

to be qualified  for registration he/she must attain the age of Eighteen (18), 

the need to also make it compulsory in order to discourage voter apathy 

and increase voter turnout  maybe necessary (Olakanmi, 2010). Some 

countries life Peru, Brazil, Austrialia, has adopted this method as their 

citizens are made to show proof of having voted in an election before 

being employed and to benefit from other social amenities. According to 

Harvard Law Review (2007):  

Under this method, a federal agency would be charged with documenting 

which eligible voters fail to vote in any election.  These nonvoters 

would be notified by mail of their failure to vote and assessed a 

small fine.  The agency would also offer them a chance to provide a 

legitimate reason for their non-vote, such as illness, emergency, or 

conscientious objector status.  If the agency accepts the excuse, then 

the fine would be waived.  Otherwise, failure to pay the fine would 

potentially lead to a judicial action and, ultimately, a prison 

sentence.  Australia has achieved very high voter turnout using 

such a system.  Since the Australian Electoral Commission takes 

less than 2% of nonvoters to court, 130 the costs of enforcement are 

relatively low(p.612). 

In conclusion, therefore, since this may not be the best  approach for 

democratic discourse, it might also  not be  the panacea for voter apathy, 

because of its incompatibility with so many global laws on fundamental 

human rights and freedom, but  it could be a stepping stone in improving 
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on the multifaceted  challenges  of  voter  apathy and  turnout. To say the 

least, it is compelling and an apparent infringement on personal freedom 

of voters as it can only be applied under a dictatorial and totalitarian 

government like the military.   

 

Non-fulfillment Of Campaign Promises 

Non-fulfillment of campaign promises to electorates is another very 

serious  democratic discourse that could lead to voter apathy. For so long 

we’ve heard politicians making empty promises during campaigns just to 

persuade electorates to vote for them during elections. But what usually 

turned out is the abracadabra style of making U-turn after they have been 

elected. That indeed has discouraging effects on electorates from 

participating in elections thereby creating voter apathy even when they 

have PVC. This does not only cause voter apathy but also political apathy 

as electorates might find it difficult to see integrity at play in the lives of 

the politicians and participate in political activities generally. 

 

Money Politics and Vote-Buying 

Money politics otherwise called bribery or buying of votes and electorates 

may be seen as another very daisy and worrisome aspect of politics in the 

State. This is a situation where aspirants and their party faithful go round 

a day or two (sometimes a week to the election days) to bribe electorates 

with salts, money, clothes, wrappers, and other things that will induce 

them to vote in their favor. Most regrettably, the electorates are made to 

believe it is the “dividend of democracy”, while the implied narrative is 

inducement towards accepting their person through bribery!  This does 

not only amount to vote-buying or selling of vote in return for goods or 

money, but to show the level of corruption among our politicians and 

poverty tendency within our society (Adetula, 2008).  Otherwise   why 

will someone sell his/her political right to choose who will govern him/her 

because of inconsequential things? Because most electorates are naïve, our 

politicians who are aware of their shortcomings, sometimes go about 
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buying votes with peanuts thereby gaining advantage over them 

(electorates). This is no different from the mentality of investment in 

politics which is the general ideology of most Nigerian Politicians; and 

they continue to stick to power no matter public outcry against bad 

governance! This is indeed is the conventional thing in our contemporary 

politics’.  At times most voters go to the highest bidders no matter his/her 

antecedents for subventions and/or cash even before elections days. 

Because integrity and/or track records of the party standard bearer or 

aspirants is not considered, just for the fact that some goodies have been 

provided, the electorates lose their sense of reasoning that, in an ideal 

society, they ought to elect only credible candidates no matter the levels of 

inducement and bribery thereby selling their conscience to greedy and 

wicked politicians who have no plan to develop   an iota of  basic 

infrastructure  in our communities - not to talk of  the  state.  

Similarly, money politics could also be said to amount to how much a 

politician or group of politicians invest in vying for elective position in the 

state. Ugly part of the trend is that they tend to satisfy themselves and 

their sponsors alone after been voted into office at the detriments or 

expense of the electorates. When  they  are eventually sworn into office 

they will start paying back those things to their sponsors or  place them on 

monthly bogus salary or be rewarded with contracts that does not pass 

through procurement processes.  Some may even go as far as taking oaths  

in shrines as was the case of Otokoto and Okija saga at Umuhu Okija 

village, in Ihiala Local Government Area of Anambra State on 4th August, 

2004 (Ellis,2008), thereby committing  themselves to the dictates and 

caprices of their sponsors or godfathers. When such happens voters may 

be discouraged from voting or participating in elections and that could 

create voter apathy or indifference because they’ll complain that their 

leaders don’t care or have neglected them.  
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Democratic Engagements and Voting 

Voting and discussion are both essential for democracy. The central 

concept and practice of democracy in democratic discourse, with 

particular regard to apathy, therefore are the wishes and the will of the 

people. It encompasses the idea of democratic engagement or deliberation. 

Democratic engagement otherwise called deliberationism (Swystun& 

Moore,,2010,p.416) and Mackie (2008).  It  is  a method  of voting  that  is  

very important  for  democratic discourse in our 21st century world. The 

concept emphasizes on the process of democratic discussion that is not 

merely expressing and registering, but as transforming voters’ preferences 

for particular candidates or aspirants, interests, beliefs and judgment 

during an elections.  

The succinct indicator framework of this is by simultaneously getting 

voters (individuals) and government engage in democratic discourse or 

deliberation before, during and after elections for maximum benefits to 

all. “Democratic engagement however is characterized only when citizens 

participate in political activities, express their political views, foster 

political knowledge, governments build relationships, trust, shared 

responsibility and create participation opportunities for citizens; and 

democratic values are sustained by citizens, government and civil society 

at the local, national and global level Swystun et al ( 2010)”.This is in line 

with the ideals behind economic theory of democracy because of its value 

oriented nature. According to Mackie (2008), the rational choice school 

replaced group seeking motive with that of individual and self-seeking 

motives. The essence is to treat voting as commodities sold in the market. 

Just as consumers purchase commodities in the market, so do citizens cast 

their vote in the democracy based on benefits or value, meaning, value 

must be attached to it in terms of what one is expected to gain in 

participating in elections.  

All the elements of the democratic methods are meant to render voting 

practically effective and politically significant, and all the elements of the 

democratic ideal are moral extensions and elaborations of the features of 
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the method that make voting. So therefore, voting, inasmuch as it could be 

made compulsory or obligatory by the constitution of some countries of 

the world, the essence of it must not be defeated.  

Hence democratic engagement and deliberation toward voting is another 

discourse that must be taken seriously if voter apathy must be tackled 

head-on in the State, because it makes democracy both participatory and 

engaging. Thus, voting beneficially transforms citizen’s preferences from 

self-interested to public-interested, and recite the overwhelming evidence 

that voters are in fact public-spirited (Mackie.,2008). That is the reason 

value in arousing voters interest is very essential in a democratic setup. 

 

Research Methodology 

Descriptive survey research design was used to gather data for the study. 

Parameter for the questionnaire was focused on the use of five-point likert 

scale. To ascertain population of each of the three LGAs, multi-stage 

cluster sampling method was adopted to access eligible 

voters/respondents and the sample size of 400 was taken randomly.382 

questionnaires were retrieved and analysed using simple frequency and 

percentage tables, Bar Chart to ascertain reliability. However, the 

retrieved questionnaires was subjected to further review and eighteen (18) 

found  invalid thus rejected, leaving a total of three hundred and sixty 

nine ( 369) for analysis.   

 

Data Presentation and Analysis  

Table 1: Response rate of respondents on questionnaire administered in 

the three LGAs of the three Senatorial Districts of the State 

  OBIO-

AKPOR LGA 

DEGEMA 

LGA 

TAI  

LGA 
Total 

A. Number of questionnaires 

circulated  

129 128 128 385 

B Number of questionnaires 

returned 

127 127 128 382 
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 Total Response (B/A X 

100%) 
98.4% 99.2% 100% 99.2% 

C Nil  replies ( unable to give 

information) 
6 Nil 7 18 

D Effective replies ( B-C) 121 127 121 369 

 Effective responses ( D/A x 

100%) 
93.7% 99.2% 94.5% 95.8% 

      

From the table, Obio-AkporLGA, the overall response rate  was 98.4%, 

Degema also showed another significant overall response rate of 95.3%. 

92.1% was made by the residents of Tai LGA.   

 

Research Question 1 

The effect of voter apathy on re-run elections in Rivers State. 

 

Figure 1:showed that 77.2% respondents who are residents of Degema 

LGA actually cast their votes in the area during the December 10th, 2016 

re-run elections. This is slightly above Tai LGA which shows 55% and 

Obio-Akpor LGA 45.5% respectively.  
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Figure 3: Did you register as voter in Rivers State? 

From the chart, it could be seen that 84.3% of the respondents at Tai LGA 

agreed to have been registered in Rivers State, while 79.3% did in Obio-

Akpor and 75.6% also registered in Degema. However, 15.7% said they 

did not register in Tai, 20.7% also said they did not and 24.4% didn’t in 

Degema.  

 
Figure 4: Voters participate in an election only when they will benefit 

from it. 

From the chart, Degeme LGA had 33.1% that strongly agreed that voters 

will participate more when they anticipate some benefits, while 29% from 

Obio-Akpor LGA and 18.2% from Tai LGA also agreed. Nonetheless, 
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15.7% from Tai strongly disagreed and that was corroborated by 12.4% 

from Obio-Akpor and 4.7% from Degema LGAs respectively. Using the 

likert-scale mean score, it is revealed that 3.6% for Tai and 3.6% for 

Degema LGA, which are both closer to 4% signified that they agreed 

participation in election should accrue some benefits to the electorates. 

This was also supported by Obio-Akpor LGA with 3.3% - though slightly 

close to 3% which is undecided. Therefore, since both LGAs agreed, it is 

concluded that benefits for participation in elections is a panaceas for 

tackling voter apathy.  

 

Figure 5: Have you ever participated in any election in Rivers State? 

64.5% of the respondents in Tai LGA agreed to have participated in 

elections in Rivers State. This was compared with 65.3% in Obio-Akpor 

LGA and 63% in Degema LGA respectively. That was very significant 

compared with 35.5% in Tai LGA, 34.7% in Obio-Akpor LGA and 37% in 

Degema LGA respectively who had not participated. 

 

Research Question 2 

What are the consequences of voter apathy on re-run elections in Rivers 

State? 
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Figure 6: Voter apathy has greatly affected election participations in Rivers State. 

The table showed that 39.7% of Tai LGA agreed that voter apathy had 

greatly affected election participation in Rivers State. Compared with 

26.4% for Obio-Akpor and 33.9% respondents rate forDegema LGA.9.9% 

in Tai LGA, 9.1% in Obio-Akpor and 7.8% in Degema LGA respectively 

disagreed with that school of thought. Thus, using the likert scale mean 

score, it is revealed that 3.8% respondents in Tai LGA agree voter apathy 

has greatly affected election participation in Rivers State. This is because 

3.8% is closer to 4% (agreed) on the continuum. Conversely, 3.2% for 

respondents in Obio-Akpor and 3.1% for Degema showed that they 

slightly agree. This the researcher confirmed based on the fact that  both 

rates ( 3.2% & 3.1%) are slightly above 3% ,i.e., in-between 3% ( 

undecided) and 4% ( agree).  Therefore the researcher say  that  since 3.2% 

for Obio-Akpor and 3.1% for Degema LGAs  slightly agree  and/or  were 

undecided , while only 3.8% in Tai agree, an insignificant rate of 

respondent did  agree that voter apathy  has not affected elect. 

Research Question 3  

What are the comparative effects of voter apathy and democratic 

discourses on re-run elections in Rivers State? 
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Figure 7:  Whether turnout  of voters  of Tai, Obio-Akpor and Degema 

LGAs during the last  December 10th, 2016 re-run elections 

in  Rivers State  was impressive. 

From the chart, 36.4% in Tai LGA strongly disagreed that the turnout was 

impressive. This is contradictory to 26.8% in Degema LGA who agreed it 

was impressive. But that was not the same in Obio-Akpor  LGA with 33.15 

disagreeing that it was impressive. However, the least number of 

respondents in Obio-Akpor with a total of 7.4% strongly agreed that it 

was impressive. Thus, comparing 26.8% in Degema LGA who agreed that 

the turnout was impressive  with 36.4% in Tai LGA who strongly 

disagreed that it was not impressive, it is obvious  that the highest  rate of 

respondents in Tai LGA,  vis-à-vis all LGAs, that the overall turnout was 

not impressive. Thus, since the mean score for Tai LGA shows 2.6%, Obio-

Akpor 2.7% and Degema LGA 3.1%, it means respondents in Degema   

somewhat agreed that voter turnout was impressive while both Tai and 

Obio-Akpor disagreed. See Appendix ii for details on mean score. 

Research Question 4 

What are the root causes of voter apathy as it relates to democratic 

discourses and re-run elections in Rivers State? 
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Figure 8: Lack of motivation could lead to voter apathy in Rivers State. 

Apparently 61.2% of the total respondents in Tai LGA strongly agreed 

that lack of motivation could lead to voter apathy, while 36.4% in Obio-

Akporand 26% in Degema LGAs respectively corroborated that. However, 

26.8% in Degema LGA were undecided, so also are 24% in Obio-Akpor 

and 4.1% in Tai LGA. Nonetheless, 18.1% in Degema LGA disagreed, 

10.7% and 4.1% in Tai LGA showed disagreement on motivation as the 

bane of voter apathy during the December 10th, 2016 re-run elections in 

Rivers State. Therefore, using the likert-scale mean score, it is seen that 

3.7% for Obio-Akpor and 3.5% for Degema LGAs respectively agreed that 

lack of motivation could lead to voter apathy. This is because 3.5% and 

3.7% are closer to 4% on the continuum. Conversely, Tai LGA only had 

1.6% which signified that they disagree that lack of motivation could lead 

to voter apathy. Thus, because higher rates of respondents agreed that 

lack of motivation could lead to voter apathy, we generally accept that 

lack of motivation indeed could lead to voter apathy.  
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Figure 9: Violence could lead to voter apathy.  

As shown on the chart, 53.7% of the respondents in Tai LGA agreed that 

violence could lead to voter apathy. This was closely followed by 29.1% 

respondents in Degema LGA who agreed and 26.6% in Obio-Akpor also 

agreeing to that. Conversely, 19.8% rate of respondents in Obio-Akpor 

strongly disagreed, so also 18.1% in Degema LGA. It was however 

without surprise that 27.6% in Degema, 24.8% in Obio-Akpor and 12.4% in 

Tai LGAs were undecided. On the likert scale, it was revealed that Tai 

LGA had 4.3% signifying that they agreed that violence could lead to 

voter apathy. Degema LGA on their part differed   on that with 3.1% 

meaning they were almost undecided on that. But Obio-Akpor LGA 

respondents were obviously not agreeing with that.  
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 Figure 10: Non-fulfillment of campaign promises by politicians is 

responsible for voter apathy  

On the chart, 51% of respondents in Tai LGA strongly agreed that non-

fulfillment of campaign promises could lead to voter apathy. This was 

corroborated by Degema LGA with 31.5% respondents. Respondents in 

Obio-Akpor LGA came with 25.6%, on their part, strongly agreeing that 

non-fulfillment of campaign promises by politicians was responsible for 

voter apathy. However, that was contradicted by 22.8% respondents in 

Degema LGA who were disparaged on that. Obio-Akpor with 21.5% 

respondents and Tai again with 7.5% either disagreed or strongly 

disagreed on no-fulfillment of campaign to be one of the causes of voter 

apathy.   However, using the likert-scale, it was noted that 4.2% of 

respondents in Tai agreed that non-fulfillment of campaign promises 

could lead to voter apathy. This is made true by the fact that 4.2% is close 

to 5% on the continuum. But both Obio-Akpor with 3.3% and Degema 

LGA with 3.0% were indifferent.  
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Figure 11:Voters inability to read and write ballot papers and other 

electoral materials is responsible for voter apathy. 

On the chart, 34.7% respondents in Obio-Akpo LGA agreed that inability 

of voters to read electoral materials could lead to voter apathy. Tai LGA 

also buttressed that with 33.9% followed by 21.3% in Degema LGA who 

strongly agreed. This did not go down well with 26.8% respondents from 

Degema  LGA who disagreed. However, 24.4% respondents  from 

Degema LGA, 23.1%  from Obio-Akpor and 7.4% from Tai  respectively 

were indifferent as they did not decide  whether  inability of voters to read 

electoral materials could lead to voter apathy or not. On the likert scale, 

we had 3.2% for Tai LGA, 3.2% for Obio-Akpor and 3% for Degema LGA 

respectively. Invariably it shows that none of the LGAs agreed that 

inability of voters to read and write could lead to voter apathy.  
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Figure 12: Poor economic management of the Nation resources by our 

leaders is responsible for voter apathy. 

With the chart, 52.8% of respondents in Degema LGA agreed that poor 

management of the nation’s resources could lead to voter apathy, 

especially when they recall that past leaders voted into office have not 

done much in terms of infrastructural development. That was buttressed 

by 51.2% respondents from Tai LGA who strongly agreed, 34.7% 

respondents also agreed with slight variations. However, 23.1% 

respondents from Obio-Akpor LGA somewhat disagreed with 19.7% from 

Degema LGA supporting. But 18.2% from Obio-Akpor, 11.8% from 

Degema and 5.8%  respondents  from Tai LGAs were undecided whether 

poor management of the nation resources is responsible for voter apathy 

or not. However, in order to analysis the data using likert scale mean 

score, we say that  the chart revealed 4% for respondents from Tai 

agreeing that poor economic management of the nation resourced could 

lead to voter apathy because 4% signify to agree on the continuum.  But 

respondents in Obio-Akpor showed 3.3% so also are Degema with 3.35. 

Therefore, the researcher concluded by that insignificant rate of 

respondents agreed while significant rate did not agree.  
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Figure 13: Votes do not count in elections in the Rivers State. 

Looking at thechart above, it could be seen that 39.4% respondents in 

Degema LGA strongly agreed that votes not count. This was followed 

with 34.7% from Obio-Akpor LGA and 37.2% in Tai LGA. Nevertheless, 

18.2% respondents from Obio-Akpor, 16.5% from Degema and 9% from 

Tai LGA were indifferent.  On the likert scale, 3 .4% in Tai, 2.6% in Obio-

Akpor and 2.2% in Degema LGAs  respectively all lined within a 

continuum of between 2% to slightly above 3% disagreeing. Therefore the 

researcher concluded by saying that in all the LGAs respondents 

disagreed votes does not count. In other words, votes do count in Rivers 

State elections including the last December 10th, 2016 re-run elections.   

Discussion of Findings 

First, analysis of figure 2 revealed that  62.8% of respondents in Obio-

Akpor and  58.7% in Tai LGAs said they did not vote during the 

December 10th, 2016 re-run election; compared with 41.7%  for Degema 

LGAs who also said they participated in the election. Thus using the likert 

weight mean score continuum, it could be seen that both Tai and Obio-

Akpor LGA respondents were on a continuum of 3.3% respectively, while 

Degema LGA respondents are on 2.9%. Thus 3.3%, being  close to 4% 

(agree) on the continuum, it means both Tai and Obio-Akpor LGA 
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respondents agreed that most electorates did not participate in the 

December 10th, 2016 legislative re-run elections, while only Degema with 

58.3%, said yes they participated. Hence, the researcher concluded by 

saying that since greater percentage of respondents in these LGAs said 

they did not participate it also means that most people in the state did not 

participate in the December 10th, 2016 legislative re-run elections hence, 

voter apathy actually took place.  

Secondly, respondents and interviewees of the three LGAs were eager to 

vote because it was their civic responsibility; they were afraid due to 

unabated security challenges in the state. That was corroborated with a 

quote by an interviewee from Degema LGA. According to figure 9, 53.7% 

rate of respondents in Tai LGA agreed that violence must have led to 

voter apathy during the December 10th, 2016 Legislative elections. That 

was closely followed by 29.1% respondents in Degema LGA and 26.6% in 

Obio-Akpor who agreed to that too.  Using the likert scale mean score, it 

was revealed that Tai LGA had 4.3% signifying that they agreed that 

violence could lead to voter apathy, Obio-Akpor 2.7% and Degema LGA 

3.1% respectively. Since 4.3% is closer to strongly agree and 3.1% close to 

agree respectively on the continuum, it means greater number of 

respondents agreed that violence must have led to voter apathy during 

the December 10th,2016 legislative re-run elections.  

[[Third, because politicians do not like to fulfill their campaign promises, 

electorates were discouraged from participating in political activities 

especially the December 10th, 2016 legislative elections. This however 

means non-fulfillment of campaign promises by politicians in previous 

elections could be seen as one of the root causes of voter apathy 

experienced during the December 10th, 2016 legislative elections in the 

state.  Violence, inability of the voters to read the content of the ballot 

papers were also among the factors pointed out as being responsible for 

voter apathy in the December legislative re-run elections under focus. 
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It was further revealed that most electorates only feel motivated to 

participate in the election process when they can discern any benefit 

accruable to them.  

 

Summary 

The study analyzed political participation with particular emphasis on 

voter apathy during the December 10th, 2016 re-run elections in Rivers 

State. Objectives behind the study was to ascertain the extent of voter 

apathy during the 2016 legislative re-run elections in Rivers State and 

identify consequences   of voter apathy on re-run elections and electoral 

progress among other things in Rivers State. 

The study was hinged on attitude –change theory because of its all-

inclusive and psychological nature and adopted the descriptive survey 

design to achieve the research objectives. The accessible population was 

369 (95.8%) for valid questionnaire out of 385 (100%) administered to 

respondents in Obio-Akpor, Tai and Degema LGAs respectively. These 

LGAs each was chosen to represent three Senatorial Districts (Rivers East, 

Rivers West and Rivers South) of the State – which is the universe. Data of 

the study was analyzed using simple frequency and percentage tables, bar 

charts to ascertain reliability. 

 

Recommendations 

In the light of the foregoing, the following were recommended: 

1. Electoral bodies should carry out enough voter education before 

the commencement of any election. 

2. Security agencies should be proactive in tackling election violence 

if not eradicating it completely. This they can do by being 

professional at all times. 

3. Politicians should stick to their party manifesto and fulfill their 

electoral promises to the electorates while in office. 
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Conclusion 

Over the years, electorates have shown more interest in participating in all 

elections but are discouraged by non-fulfillment of campaign promises by 

politicians after being voted into office. 

Voters or electorates are more eager to see benefits of political or elections 

participation through provisions of infrastructure. This supposedly can be 

seen as reward, which must not be in monetary forms, before casting their 

votes during elections.  

Election violence was a major snare to potential voters who for fear of the 

unknown, preferred to stay away from the electioneering process than get 

caught in the web of tears. Other factors such as illiteracy, poor 

management of the economy are also contributory to voter apathy in 

Rivers state.   
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