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Abstract 
Cosmology which simply means world-view of a people, is the rational 

explanation of natural phenomenon that influences the activities of man 

in all sphere of life which include among others politics, economy, 

religion, cultural beliefs, etc. Mankind is inundated with different needs 

which drives his inclination to seek for help from a Higher Being through 

the act of prayer, these activities are unique and contextual. To this end, 

and within the African context in particular every event and practice of 

man is shaped by the cosmology of his environment, this is also applicable 

to mankind all over the universe. Hence, there exist numerous 

cosmologies which explain the reason for every action and inaction. 

Prayer which is an appeal to the Supreme Being is often used as a way to 

let out the steam of life. This is evident in the syncretized prayer pattern 

of the Pentecostal churches in Africa. Using the conceptual framework of 

African Philosophy and experimental research methodology enclosed in 

a structured questionnaires based on four research questions, the data was 

analyzed using the Pearson Chi-Squared Test techniques that fits the 

categorization of data. A maximum p-value of 0.002 which is less than 

0.05, shows that there is significant association between the research 

questions and degree of agreement of the various respondents. The paper 

sets out to bring to the fore the mixed element from the traditional 

religious belief manifest in the Pentecostal prayer pattern. 
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Introduction 

Man unlike other creature is not a passive being as he is gifted with natural 

intellect which makes him distinct from other creatures. This is crystallized 

in the way man initiates and negotiates with his natural environment as 

well as adjust and adopt to changes.  Man depends on his natural instinct 

and experience to interact with his environment and has continued to 

survive over the years. More so, the inexplicable realm of life has continued 

to arouse man’s curiosity to seek for the assistance of higher power to help 

him pull through the storms of life. Suffice to say that these experiences 

coupled with environmental interactions has shaped man and as well 

formed the bedrock of the society which he finds himself (Owete K.I and 

Iheanacho .N.N 2009). 

 

Further to this, the mysteries of the inexplicable natural phenomenon which 

places man in a continuous state of enquiry has made man to strongly 

believe without doubt that there are supernatural forces which controls the 

world; thus for man to live in conformity with these forces, he must adhere 

to certain rules to please these forces as some of them are patient, lenient 

and easy to placate while some are impatient and strikes at the slightest 

provocation. These antecedents and occurrences gave birth to the belief that 

spirits are everywhere, above the sky, on earth and beneath the earth 

thereby vulnerably placing man at the center of these metaphysical entities. 

Man aside other means of pleasing these forces resort to prayers, divination, 

medium ship, etc. (Ikenga- Metuh 1988).  

 

It is against this background that prayer is strongly influenced by the 

African thought pattern since spiritual forces are believed to be responsible 

for everything that happens to man. With this perception man tend to 

continually appeal to the forces beyond him to get respite each time he is in 

one dilemma or the other. This view is in tandem with Kanu (2015) 

definition of cosmology as the way Africans perceive, conceive and 

contemplate their universe, the lens through which they see reality, which 
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affects their value systems and attitudinal orientations. Thus, 

understanding the African world view makes it easy to appreciate the 

characteristics of the people in their different life endeavor. This is because 

African cosmology is the foundation that holds the value system as well as 

philosophy of life, ritual, morality, theologies and social conduct. It is what 

gives a satisfactory meaning to the African life. For this reason, every event 

and practice is shaped by the cosmology of the people. Hence, there exist 

numerous cosmologies which explain the reason for every action of the 

people. This is evident in the expression of basic African religious practices 

that are syncretized in the Pentecostal practices. Hence, it is essential to 

understand the influence of the indigenous African religion on the 

Pentecostal churches. The world view of the Africans gave meaning and 

understanding to inexplicable phenomenon as well as answers to basic 

questions of life. There are four foundational religious beliefs in African 

religion which are: 

 

i. The belief in the Supreme Being, 

ii. Belief in spirit beings, 

iii. Belief in divinities/gods and 

iv. The belief in mystical powers/magic.  

 

These foundational religious beliefs are essential to our theological 

interpretation and analysis of the traditional religions. Any meaningful and 

effective approach to the traditional religious influence on the Christian 

faith movement such as Pentecostalism in Africa begins from this 

perception. 

 

African system of belief in spiritual qualities of nature and the same time 

the conception of a supreme being are two significant traits which 

characterize the traditional relation of Africa. The spiritual world of the 

people is dominated by a number of sprits which could be benevolent or 

malevolent. It is normally believed by Africans that various diseases, 
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miseries and misfortunes are caused by evil spirits. These spirits have such 

great powers that they may exert influence on man in his earthly life and 

after life too. Almost every tribal people believe in a supreme God, who is 

just, benevolent and good. (Wotogbe-Weneka 2001). This perception and 

belief in the precarious world of Africans which most Pentecostal leaders 

use to take advantage of adherents has in no small way contributed to their 

increase as well as raise gullible Christians in recent times. Following this 

predicament, four research questions were used in analyzing the 

phenomenon under study is as stated below: 

 

1. What is prayer? 

2. In what ways do African cosmology manifest in their prayer pattern? 

3. Does the cosmology influenced prayer pattern facilitate its efficacy? 

4. What is the nexus between Pentecostalism and African way of life? 

 

The Concept of Prayer 

Every human being is shaped by the cosmology within his milieu and it is 

expressed in virtually every sphere of life including prayers despite the new 

wave religious belief system. Prayer is a religious rite that cuts across all 

religion although its pattern may be different depending on the religion and 

the environment in which adherents find themselves. However, it expresses 

a dependence on the supersensible being. Prayer is communication with the 

Supreme Being who is believed to meet the needs of man in the time of need 

(Odili and Oforibika 2005). We pray when we want God to intervene in our 

situations, when we are in distress or discouraged. 

 

Prayer is the expression of desire presented in the form of request found in 

all religions at all times. It can be an individual or group, silent or spoken 

(encyclopedia Britannica 1988). For Christian, prayers expresses their belief, 

reliance and dependence on God. So “prayers are made to keep balance, to 

keep faith and focus firmly on God, to know that whatever happens, God 

journeys with his own”. But in recent time, prayer has been misunderstood 
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either through the kind of sermon being preached or the miracle people 

profess to experience especially in the Pentecostal setting (Daneel, 1990)  It 

is worrisome to note that African cosmology or African thought pattern has 

immensely affected the way prayers are said in some Pentecostals churches. 

This influence has created a drift from hard work and sincerity to a blame 

game of the devil being responsible for every set back as well as raised more 

gullible members of the society than ever (Anderson, 2011). This is 

expressed in the manner in which members who work hard to add value to 

themselves in their various life endeavors resign to fate just because they 

have suffered one setback or the other. They attribute their misfortune to 

evil spirit or their perceived enemies, thus instead of re-strategizing and 

setting new target for success, they depend on their religious leaders to tell 

them about their destiny (Asamoah-Gyadu, 2013). Religious leaders take 

advantage of their followers by using the basic fundamental belief of the 

African Indigenous Religion which among others are belief in spirits and 

mystical powers/magic. These fellows are made to believe that there are 

forces monitoring and bewitching their progress and would not let them 

progress unless certain religious rituals are carried out (Anderson, 2011). 

Adherents are subjected to paying certain amount as well as buying 

different items for ritual cleansing and redirection of the eyes of their 

perceived enemies. This is a clear manifestation of the indigenous religious 

belief system of the Africans because in the traditional setting nothing 

happens without a spiritual cause; be it business failure, drought, sickness 

and death. In corroborating this claim, Kanu (2015) was explicit when he 

said “in African Traditional societies, sickness, disease, misfortune are 

generally believed to be caused by the ill will or ill action of one person 

against the other” hence an African will always seek solutions from a 

diviner or medicine man to satisfy his curiosity of the cause of his problem, 

he does not just pray on his own to seek solutions as he believes that there 

are those who are specialized to handle problems which are always 

believed to be metaphysical. Suffice to say that this is exactly what is 

happening currently in the present day Pentecostal churches where 
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adherents are taught to run to their religious leaders for every misfortune 

as he is believed to be the specialized personnel to diagnose the root cause 

of every problem of his members, the leaders in turn use the opportunity to 

exploit and make merchandise of their followers. Just like the traditional 

diviners, the Pentecostal leaders tell their members how their relatives at 

home is the reason for their misfortune. This has caused more harm than 

good as it has created enmity and separation among relatives and kinsmen. 

The case scenario is that some families have not travelled to their villages 

(country home) for decades because of the believe that their problem is from 

the village, hence, if travelling to their village or country home will worsen 

their misfortune or lead to eventual death of the individual they prefer not 

to travel at all. Families have been divided because religious leaders 

prophesied to certain members of their religious group to desist from their 

family members. This is not just limited to external family members, 

sometimes within the nuclear family children who are stubborn, introverts 

or melancholic in nature are punished and dehumanized because they are 

believed to be possessed by evil spirits as pronounced by the so called men 

of God.  

 

Amazingly, attention is shifted from faith in God through prayers to the 

domination of evil and monitoring spirit in all activities of mankind. The 

psych of adherents is filled with the presence of malevolent spirits, Satan 

and its power is magnified more than the power of God in the hearts of 

followers; thus raising gullible followers who run from pillar to post 

looking for who to pray for them. The truth of the power in prayer is 

replaced with the operations of the powers of evil spirits which is a 

complete shift from what Pentecostalism stands for.    

 

Regrettably, this form of prayer pattern negates the Pentecostal prayers 

which was witnessed by the early apostles in Acts 2:1-18, as the spirit of 

God enabled every one of them (disciples) to pray. Hence, believers of the 

early apostolic era were taught to pray and not depend on anybody. In fact, 
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Jesus taught his disciples how to pray and commanded them to pray 

without ceasing (Mathew 6:5-15, Jesus chided his disciples by addressing 

them thus: “O ye of little faith” when they could not cast out a demon from 

a person. To encourage dependence on God for help Jesus encouraged his 

disciples to add fasting when they are in difficult situations and call on God 

for help (Mathew 17:21). 

 

Ironically, the teachings of the present day Pentecostals is dependent on the 

leaders who are believed to have divine grace to approach God on their 

behalf especially after offering cash and other gift items to facilitate speedy 

answers to their prayers, these leaders do not take out time to teach on the 

benefits of hard work and resilience in the face of difficulty. For this reason, 

every problem or misfortune is spiritualized or mystified irrespective of the 

magnitude. Adherents of the some modern day Pentecostal groups lack 

knowledge of the Bible because they are not taught. Instead of quoting the 

Holy Scriptures, they will tell you what their leaders have said. Their 

leaders have become the reference point of their belief. This has raised 

gullible Christians who do not know the tenets of their belief but only know 

what their leaders tells them to do. This set of Christians are psychologically 

caged and obsessed with fear which torments them daily. 

 

Methodology:  

The experimental research method was employed in data acquisition for 

this work as it gives room for the use of primary data either through 

observation or direct communication with respondents in one form or the 

other or personal interview. A structured questionnaire was used as an 

instrument of primary data acquisition.  The sample data were obtained 

with four research questions from 220 respondents representing 80% of the 

total respondents being adherents and lovers of Pentecostalism. The data 

was analyzed using the Pearson Chi-Squared Test techniques that fits the 

categorization of data. This is apt for this research as it investigates the 
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variable under study using the descriptive type to bring to clarity the 

variable being examined (Kothari and Garg, 2014). 

 

Conceptual Framework 

African philosophy can be viewed as critical thinking by Africans on their 

experiences of reality. Nigerian born Philosopher K.C. Anyanwu defined 

African philosophy as "that which concerns itself with the way in which 

African people of the past and present make sense of their destiny and of 

the world in which they live. African philosophy is enshrined in her 

cosmology which is a body of the thoughts arising out of the people’s 

history, experience and culture that addresses issues of reality and value 

(Sage, 2019). The concept of African philosophy as a framework for the 

topic under discuss is very apt as it exposes the typical life of an average 

African in respect to his perception about the environment he finds himself 

and how to stay safe in that environment. It also brings to bear Kalu’s (1978) 

opinion about man’s place in the universe that is dominated by spirits 

which are ready to prey on man whenever he errs. Man is said to be 

between and betwixt in other words man is in a precarious positions which 

preoccupies his thoughts and imaginations as well as manifest even in his 

new religious inclinations regardless of his height and exposure to western 

education. The African perception of a spirit dominated cosmos is what is 

daily manifesting in the modern day Pentecostal churches.  

 

More so, the gods are seen as the chief security officers of the environment 

and thus takes possession of whatever is placed in their care; that is why 

objects are brought in the place of prayers for the spirits to take possession 

and carry out the bidding of those in need (Kalu, 1978) sand which is 

believed to be a replica of mother earth is used as an efficacious means of 

prayers whose potency can affect any mortal so far as the person steps his 

foot on the ground. It is a manifestation of the African-ness in the life of an 

African. This implies that the thought pattern of the Africans which brings 
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experience to reality and makes sense of their destiny in the very world 

which they live in, is very much with them.    

 

Pentecostalism 

Pentecostalism is a charismatic Protestant Christian movement that 

emphasizes a personal encounter with Jesus Christ as savior and healer, 

with the potential for converts to be “born again” as Christians. It is a 

practice of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit which was first experienced in the 

Bible book of Acts of the Apostle chapter two. It is a belief that is hinged on 

the acceptance of Jesus Christ as Lord and Personal savior with a 

confirmation of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit which enables the 

believers to speak in an unknown tongue with emphasis on divine healing 

and spiritual gifts (https//www.bbc.co.uk, accessed 23/6/2019). 

 

The thrust of Pentecostalism is firm believe in the Holy Bible which 

enlightens the believers and gives them boldness to exercise spiritual 

authority, power to perform miracle as well as illumination to teach the 

Bible like the early Apostles did. Pentecostalism gives room for individuals 

to have divine enablement that gives them leverage to have spiritual clarity 

of the written words in the Bible. Believers are encouraged to exercise 

spiritual authority over every evil powers and call on God at all times and 

not to be dependent on others including pastors because the authority of 

Christ is vested on every one that believes. This is validated in the Bible 

books of Luke 10:19, Mark 3:15, Mathew 10:8 and Mark 16:17-18. For 

instance, the book Luke mentioned above reads thus “Behold I give you 

power to tread on serpents and scorpions and over all the power of the 

enemy and nothing shall by any means hurt you” (king James version). 

 

After the biblical day of Pentecost, Pentecostalism was reborn in the 20th 

century by some by some Christian enthusiast who strongly believed that 

the coming of Christ was so close that they have to speed up action to 

sensitize the world about his coming, this reawakened the teachings on 
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speaking in tongue and a renewed faith in Christ. More so, faith in Christ 

qualified believers to be caught up to heaven where Christ sits with His 

father.   

 

Nigerian Pentecostalism emerged in the 1970s as university-educated, 

charismatic youth began creating their own spaces for worship. Its roots are 

in the African originated Churches such as the Aladura and especially in 

American and British Evangelical and Pentecostal of the 1960s (Kalu, 2008). 

 

Analysis and Discussion on Findings 

The analysis of the data was viewed from the degree of agreement and 

disagreement to the research questions based on a 4-point scale criteria viz 

(SA) Strongly Agree; (A) Agree; (D) Disagree and (SD) Strongly Disagree in 

relation to the four (4) fundamental research questions in this study and the 

accompanying responses by the adherents of the Pentecostals and 

indigenous Africans. The acceptance and rejection of the Null and Alternate 

hypothesis was predicated on the value of the Pearson Chi Square value (p-

Value) in relation to the 95% confidence interval (i.e. 0.05). 

 

Question 1: What is the Meaning of Prayer?  

Fig. 1: Pie Chart of the Degree of Agreement in the Meaning of Prayers (Source: Author) 

http://hwpi.harvard.edu/hds-rlp/faq/aladura-churches-nigeria
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The percentages of the responses show that 81.8% of the respondents 

agreed that prayer is communication with God, 6.8% agreed that prayer is 

making request, 50% agreed that prayer is one of the religious rituals, 47.7% 

believed that it is dependence on God and 49.1% agreed that it is an appeal. 

Does this observed differences in the definition of prayer indicate an 

association between what a prayer is and respondent degree of agreement 

on the definition of prayer? We can address this question by the Chi-Square 

test for independence, i.e. no association. 

 

The Null hypothesis state that there is no association between what a 

prayer is and the respondent's degree of agreement on the definitions of 

Prayer. 

 Value Df 

Asymptotic 

Significance (2-

sided) 

Pearson Chi-Square 327.286a 12 .000 

Likelihood Ratio 361.777 12 .000 

Linear-by-Linear 

Association 
.638 1 .424 

N of Valid Cases 1100   

a. 0 cells (0.0%) have expected count less than 5. The minimum 

expected count is 7.40. 

 

From the Pearson Chi square test of independence, it gives an evidence of 

an association between what a prayer is and the respondent's degree of 

agreement on what a prayer is (p = 0.000). A p-value of 0.000 is less than 

0.05 i.e. we reject the null hypothesis of no association between what a 

prayer is and the respondent's degree of agreement on the definition of 

prayer. 

 

This means that there is an association between the different definitions of 

prayer and their degree of agreement by the respondents. So the definition 
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of prayer cannot be ignored since it determines the degree of agreement. In 

that case, the data will be analyzed based on the different definitions of 

prayer. From the statistical analysis, it is clearly seen by the respondents 

that Africans perceive prayers as religious rituals which expresses 

dependence through an appeal to get what they desire. With this 

consciousness which is also practiced amongst the Pentecostals every 

problem or situation is communicated to God through prayers. Nothing is 

taken for granted since the earth is dominated by spirits which influences 

everything that happens to humanity. The common understanding of the 

import and dynamics of prayers by the adherents of the Pentecostals and 

indigenous Africans underscore the challenge of this study. 

 

Question 2: In what ways do African Cosmology Manifest in their Prayer 

Pattern 

 

37%
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Strongly Agree
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Disagree

Strongly Disagree
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Fig. 2: Specimen of Pie Chart Analysis in Response to Research Question 2 

(Source: Author) 

 

The percentages show that 47.7% of the respondents agreed that cosmology 

manifest through the tone of voice, 36.4% agreed that it manifest through 
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dramatic and acrobatic display, 47.7% agreed cosmology manifest through 

the use of symbolic objects, 49.1% believed that it manifest through 

chanting of songs and 47.7% agreed that it manifest through giving of 

special assignment for miracles. The Null hypothesis state that there is no 

association between how cosmology manifest and the respondent's degree 

of agreement. 

 

Chi-Square Tests 

 Value Df 

Asymptotic 

Significance (2-sided) 

Pearson Chi-Square 30.382a 12 .002 

Likelihood Ratio 31.843 12 .001 

Linear-by-Linear 

Association 
1.894 1 .169 

N of Valid Cases 1100   

a. 0 cells (0.0%) have expected count less than 5. The minimum 

expected count is 7.80. 

 

From the Pearson Chi square test of independence, it gives an evidence of 

an association between how cosmology manifest and the respondent's 

degree of agreement on how cosmology manifest (p = 0.002). 

 

A p-value of 0.002 is less than 0.05 i.e. we reject the null hypothesis of no 

association between how cosmology manifest in their prayer pattern and 

the respondent's degree of agreement on how cosmology manifest. This 

means that there is an association between the different ways that 

cosmology manifest and their degree of agreement by the respondents. So 

how cosmology manifest cannot be ignored since it determines the degree 

of agreement. In that case, the data will be analyzed based on the different 

ways cosmology manifest. 
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The cosmology in prayers manifest as a result of the belief that world is 

dominated by spirits thereby making the world a precarious place to live 

in, hence dangerous/warfare prayers and killing enemies through prayers 

is a regular phenomenon in the Pentecostal churches. This is due to the 

belief in the presence of evil forces that affect people’s fate or distort their 

destinies. Since the average African is conscious/afraid of black magic and 

the potency of witches and wizards especially from their families; their 

prayers often focuses on ‘killing’ real or imaginary enemies who are bent 

on destroying their lives, symbolic objects and items are worn or placed at 

strategic places of their homes for safety and security (Adamo, 2018, 

Alvarado, 2016). Sometimes physical (symbolic) objects or items are used 

to represent their perceived enemies. The symbolic weapon for the chase 

the enemies could be cane or broom which is used to flog the evil spirit 

according to Bodiako, K (1995) the symbolic objects works on the psyche 

and emotions of the people thereby giving them a sense of  satisfaction. For 

this reason, this act is religiously adhered to because they are ignorant of 

biblical verses which clearly states that the weapon of our warfare are not carnal 

but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds (2 Corinthians 10:4) 

It is appalling to see Christians who deliberately go to the markets to buy 

dolls and other symbolic items just to pray as it is believed that it is a 

representation of the one bewitching them, so with such symbolic items it 

is easier to reach their enemies which they wish death as they pray and 

dramatically inflict pain on the object in their possession. With these items 

in their possession there is a feeling of closeness to the enemy who in the 

imaginary they are inflicting pains on. According to Okwu J. having an 

object during prayers boost her faith as it makes her have a sense of physical 

closeness to the one troubling her. This is a typical ‘homeopathic magic’ 

which is a practice in the traditional African setting. 

 

Typical examples of this kind of prayers are; “All my enemies, die by fire” “All 

my enemies from my father’s side and from my mother’s side die by fire” “Every 

arrow fired by my enemies; back to sender” and such like declarations. The 
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movie industry, alias Nollywood also share in the blame for these enemy-

focused prayers. Some Pentecostal Ministers have exploited the fear in ‘juju’ 

or evil forces to keep their congregation in a state of fear and paranoia. This 

enables them exert undue influence over their followers and keep them 

under their authority. Their followers tend to believe that they are safe only 

when they are under the control of their leaders or pastors as the case may 

be (Mercy Orlu, 2019). 

 

Question 3: Does the cosmology influenced prayer pattern facilitate its 

efficacy? 

 
Fig 3: Pie Chart of Degree of Agreement on How Prayer Pattern Facilitate 

Efficacy (Source: Author) 

 

The percentages show that 47.7% of the respondents agreed that cosmology 

influenced prayer makes it look real,  50% agreed that it makes believers act 

out what they want, 47.7% agreed that it facilitate answers to prayers, 47.7% 

believed that it enhances an adherent's believe and 53.3% agreed that it 

influences as it gives a sense of fulfilment. The Null hypothesis state that 



South-South Journal of Humanities and international Studies                      Vol.3 No.2 June, 2020 
 

African Cosmology and the Pattern of Pentecostal Prayers     160 

there is no association between how cosmology influenced prayer pattern 

facilitate its efficacy and the respondent's degree of agreement. 

 

Chi-Square Tests 

 Value Df 

Asymptotic 

Significance 

(2-sided) 

Pearson Chi-Square 35.196a 12 .000 

Likelihood Ratio 38.834 12 .000 

Linear-by-Linear 

Association 
.914 1 .339 

N of Valid Cases 1097   

a. 0 cells (0.0%) have expected count less than 5. The minimum 

expected count is 6.92. 

 

From the Pearson Chi square test of independence, it gives an evidence of 

an association between how cosmology influenced prayer pattern facilitate 

its efficacy and the respondent's degree of agreement (p = 0.000). A p-value 

of 0.000 is less than 0.05 i.e. we reject the null hypothesis of no association 

between how cosmology influenced prayer pattern facilitate its efficacy and 

the respondent's degree of agreement. This means that there is an 

association between how cosmology influenced prayer pattern facilitate its 

efficacy and the degree of agreement by the respondents.  

 

The efficacy of cosmology influenced prayers is replete in the different 

assignments, instructions and pronouncements which the pastor makes on 

the adherents who is made to believe that if the instructions are strictly 

adhered to, all their needs will be met. For this reason, there is always 

prayers for breakthroughs and sweat-less success which has birthed a 

common orientation to expect a magic wand kind of success because of this 

sort of prayers. This is cosmologically influenced as it is akin to traditional 
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display of power by the priest as well the concept of making money through 

blood sacrifices. In such situation, the individual in need of money goes to 

see a ‘native doctor’ or ‘traditional priest’ who performs magic with the aid 

of the human/animal sacrifices or any symbolic object which may be needed 

for an individual to become rich.  

 

Surprisingly, some Pentecostals priest have subtly brought the practice to 

their gatherings by persuading their congregations with utterances such as 

, “Sow a seed to prosper” “Provoke God with a dangerous sacrifice” “Speak 

to your offering and tell it what to do.”  

 

These kinds of prayers neglect the place of hard work and process in the 

pursuit of success. The clergy makes bogus promises laced with ‘spiritual’ 

prayer/religious language to encourage the people to just give ‘to God’ and 

expect to be millionaires or billionaires. This has impacted negatively on the 

youths of today who desire to become rich doing nothing. The routine is to 

go to some of these Pentecostal or charismatic gatherings and receive 

prayers with choruses of, “I receive” and “Amen” without recourse to 

determination, hard work and the dignity of labour. (Elizabeth Njoku, Oral 

Sources, 2019) 

 

Consequently, this kind of prayer pattern downplays common-sense as 

intending couple who are enlightened with the knowledge that their 

genotype does not match still go ahead to give pictures to their pastors to 

pray and tell them if they are the perfect match for each other. Again, 

families who are faced with misfortune run to their pastors to pray and 

reveal the source of their problem which is a replica of the role of the 

traditional diviner (Quayesi-Amakke, 2013). The truth is that aside the 

influence of African religion on the Christians, the Pentecostal leaders have 

also used the perceived nature of the African environment to brainwash his 

followers such that African Traditional Religion is practiced in disguise as 

seen in the prayer style. 
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Question 4: What is the nexus between Pentecostalism and African way 

of life? 

 
 

The row percentages show that 43.2% of the respondents agreed that there 

is no stereotype attitude in religious beliefs. 46.8% agreed that it gives 

activities in music and dance, 47.7% agreed that it leverages on the use of 

divers tongues, 50% believed in spirit possession and 68.2% believe in the 

place of an intercessor/medium as God's vessel to deliver message. The 

Null hypothesis state that there is no association between the nexus 

between Pentecostalism and African way of life and the respondent's 

degree of agreement.  

Chi-Square Tests 

 Value Df Asymptotic Significance (2-sided) 

Pearson Chi-Square 70.481a 12 .000 

Likelihood Ratio 67.798 12 .000 

Linear-by-Linear 

Association 
.966 1 .326 

N of Valid Cases 1100   

 

a. 0 cells (0.0%) have expected count less than 5. The minimum expected 

count is 7.80. 
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From the Pearson Chi square test of independence, it gives an evidence of 

an association between the nexus between Pentecostalism and African way 

of life and the respondent's degree of agreement (p = 0.000). A p-value of 

0.000 is less than 0.05 i.e. we reject the null hypothesis of no association 

between the nexus between Pentecostalism and African way of life and the 

respondent's degree of agreement. This means that there is an association 

between the nexus between Pentecostalism and African way of life and the 

degree of agreement by the respondents.  

 

The nexus between the African way of life and Pentecostalism is evident in 

the freedom which people express in their religious activities unlike the 

orthodox setting which is regulated with strict religious dogma. (Womack, 

2005) calls it Pneumatic Christianity as he posits that it is closer to the grain 

of African culture and its worldview which unveils indigenous religious 

worldview.  This freedom creates lively and high spirited activities which 

endears people to the Pentecostal churches; more so, members are free to 

meet with their leaders regularly for prayers and seek directions from them. 

Thus, the present day Pentecostal preachers performs the functions of the 

priest and diviners who perform sacrifice and make petitions to the 

supreme God on behalf of those in need, followers are taught to believe that 

leaders have special grace to approach God on behalf of others through, 

thus, followers remain dependent on the leader. This is a display of the 

African philosophy where there is the perception of evil spirit everywhere 

and the priest or the diviner is always sought for as an intermediary 

(Anderson 2001). The impression so created make members to be so 

obsessed with fear and then succumb to the biddings of their leaders even 

though some demands for seed sowing, offering and sacrifice seem 

obnoxious. All these are done just to get a positive response to ones prayers. 

 

Effect on the Society 

From the findings, we can see that prayers pattern among the Pentecostals 

has shown a significant mix with the pattern and operations of the 
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indigenous Africans in their prayer style (Lawrence-Hart, 2015). The 

Pentecostals irrespective of their worldview are deemed to have implicit 

trust in the ability of God Almighty to solve their problems when they 

personally come to God in prayers by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 

However, the African Pentecostals in their quest to pray to the Almighty 

has adopted certain practices of the indigenous Africans such as consulting 

“Man of God”, the use of objects as symbols of contact, procuring favour through 

certain rituals and practices, having to do some form of prayers at a given time and 

locations and the mindset that misfortune and failures are caused by human 

enemies and must be discovered and prayerfully dealt with or recompense. This no 

doubt has promoted pseudo prayers in variance with the true worship and prayer 

style expected from the Pentecostals, this according to Bentley (1995) can be 

seen as cultural compromise. The propensity of this mix-up has promoted 

a high sense of dependence on the human pastors to solve or say something 

to their problems rather that the Divine. This again, is akin to the 

perspective of the indigenous Africans that believe in the priest or diviner 

to actually proffer solution to human problems as presented. From the 

foregoing, the influence of the African cosmology in prayer patterns of 

some Pentecostals has created a paradigm shift in the prayer lifestyle of 

many adherents which in turn has impacted on the contemporary society. 

It has further demonstrated the reason of the increase of many such 

churches within and around most urban locations with the guise of 

evangelization but in actual sense it is the propagation of syncretized 

settings with significant influence of the indigenous African religious 

practices (Lawrence-Hart, 2018, Imbach, 1984). It also underscores the 

assertion that many of these pastors depend and are inspired by the spirits 

of several deities and cultic societies, thereby promoting the worship of 

these spirits and has undermined the very essence of Pentecostal values. In 

another vein, this development has undoubtedly, increased the number of 

gullible persons that shows mental laziness in pursuit of their God-Given 

capabilities rather depend on their pastor’s revelation or prophesy. The 

patronage of these churches are unending, politicians, businessmen, 
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students, unemployed, etc.  The consequence of this today is that  Africans 

pray to God for things that ordinarily should be provided by a responsible 

government due to the belief that evil spirits could be responsible for their 

plight: this is akin to the African believe that nothing happens except the 

gods allow regardless of the human elements that has caused such 

occurrences. Thus, a person’s carelessness or negligence to duty either on 

the part of government agencies or individual is attributed to God hence 

prayer points are raised in that regard.   

 

Conclusion 

From the foregoing, it has been established that Pentecostalism advocates 

and encourages individual to believe and approach God in faith as no 

problem is insurmountable before God, if only a person exercises faith. It 

does not call for dependence on man because it is a believe system that 

maintains that God has given man power to destroy evil force irrespective 

of its magnitude. However, the application of the experimental research 

method in the analysis of the research questions has buttressed the fact that 

African thought pattern which is encompassing has greatly influenced the 

mode of worship such that if prayer points does not reflect the African 

cosmology, one is seen as not being spiritual enough. Pentecostal leaders 

have used philosophical thought of a typical African to exploit gullible 

members of the society because they know that the average African is 

conscious of the invisible or spiritual world and the powers therein. Suffice 

to say that what exist today is the syncretized form of Pentecostalism. Since, 

Pentecostalism in the African society is laced with the African Indigenous 

Religious practices. 

 

References 

Anyanwu K.C and C.A Ruch: (1981) Africa Philosophy: An Introduction, 

Catholic book agency. 

Adamo, D.T., 2018, ‘Reading Psalm 23 in an African context’, Verbum et 

Ecclesia 39(1), 1–8, a1783.  



South-South Journal of Humanities and international Studies                      Vol.3 No.2 June, 2020 
 

African Cosmology and the Pattern of Pentecostal Prayers     166 

Alvarado, J.E., 2016, ‘Exploring Africanisms in Latin American 

Pentecostalism,’ in V.  

Synan & M. Álvarez (eds.), Global renewal Christianity: Spirit-empowered 

movements past, present, and future, vol. 2: Latin America, pp. 337–

353, Charisma House, Lake Mary. 

Anderson, A., 2000, Zion and Pentecost: The spirituality and experience of 

African  

Pentecostal and Zionist/Apostolic churches in South Africa, University of 

South Africa Press, Pretoria. 

Anderson, A., 2011, ‘Deliverance and exorcism in majority world 

Pentecostalism,’ in  

W.K. Kay & R. Parry (eds.), Exorcism & deliverance: Multidisciplinary 

studies, pp. 27–44, Paternoster, Carlisle. 

Ansberry, C.B. & Hays, C.M., 2013, ‘Faithful criticism and a critical faith,’ in 

C.M.  

Hays & C.B. Ansberry (eds.), Evangelical faith and the challenge of 

historical criticism, pp. 204–222, Baker Academic, Grand Rapids. 

Asamoah-Gyadu, J.K., 2013, ‘Pentecostalism and the influence of primal 

realities in Africa’, in H.D. Hunter & N. Ormerod (eds.), The many 

faces of global Pentecostalism, pp. 139–161, CPT, Cleveland. 

Bediako, K., 1992, Theology and identity: The Impact of Culture on 

Christian thought in the Second Century and Modern Africa, 

Regnum, Oxford. 

BBC-Religious-Christianity-Pentecostalism;https//www.bbc.co.uk, 

(accessed 20-10-2018) 

Bediako, K., 1995, Christianity in Africa: The renewal of a non-Western 

religion, Edinburgh University Press, Edinburgh. 

Bentley H.J (1995) Old World Encounter: Cross Cultural Contacts and 

Exchange in Pre-Modern  

Times. Journal of World History. Vol 1 (Accessed 15-10-2018, 

http://www.jstor.org/20078623) 

http://www.jstor.org/20078623


South-South Journal of Humanities and international Studies                      Vol.3 No.2 June, 2020 
 

African Cosmology and the Pattern of Pentecostal Prayers     167 

Calton, Eric: (1973) Patterns of Belief: George Allen and Unwin Ltd. 

London. 

Encyclopedia Britannica (Dublin: Clonmore and Rayolds 1949) Vol.26 1988, 

Pg.56   

Imbach,S.  R. 1984 “Syncretism.” In Evangelical Dictionary of Theology, 

edited by Walter A. Elwell, 1062–1063. 

Kalu, O. (2008) African Pentecostalism: An Introduction, Oxford: Oxford 

University Press. 

Online version, https.rlp.hds.harvard.edu. (Accessed, 12-11-2019) 

Kalu, O. (1978) African Cultural Development; Fourth Dimension 

Publishing Co. Ltd University of Nigeria. 

Kanu, I. A. (2015). A Hermeneutic Approach to African Traditional 

Religion: Theology and Philosophy. Augustinian Monastery 

Publication, Jos, Plateau State, Nigeria.  

Kothari, C.R and Garg, G. (2014) Research Methodology: Methods and 

Techniques, third edition, New Age International Publishers, New 

Delhi, India. 

Lawrence-Hart, G. (2015) “The Place of Respect for Culture in the 

Dissemination     of the Gospel” in Bassey Andah Journal of 

Cultural Studies. Vol. 7 & 8. ISSN 2141-8020. 

Lawrence- Hart, Grace (2018) “Religious Syncretism in Port Harcourt: A 

Development or Denigration” International Journal of Humanities, 

Social Sciences & Work Place Ergonomics in Africa, (Africa Research 

Corpse Network, ARCN), 11(4&5) Pp. 22-31, ISSN: 2384-6161. 

Odili U.J and Oforibika A., “Prayer” in Wotogbe-Weneka, W.O. (ed.) 2005) 

Themes in Comparative Religion:Hamaz Global Publishing Co. 

Ado-Ekiti, Nigeria. 

Owete I.K. and Iheanacho N.N. (2009) West African Traditional Societies: 

Fundamentals of  

 Religion and Socio-Cultural Heritage; Stepson Printing Press, Rivers 

State, Nigeria. 

Sage P. (2019) Burew of Applied research in Anthropology 



South-South Journal of Humanities and international Studies                      Vol.3 No.2 June, 2020 
 

African Cosmology and the Pattern of Pentecostal Prayers     168 

The Holy Bible 

Wotogbe-Weneka, W.O (ed) 2001, Religion and Spirituality, Emhai printer, 

Port Harcourt. 

Womack, Mari (2005). Symbols and Meaning: A Concise Introduction. 

California: AltaMira Press. 

 

 

 

 

 


