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Abstract: 

Religion qua religion needs no apologetics to establish the fact of its 

existence, and that it has been a concomitant of almost every 

sphere of human activity from time immemorial is not debatable. 

From Biblical times, human trafficking which has been the practice 

of the Old Testament, has found its way even to the present times. 

Human trafficking is a crime against humanity. Many who get 

involved in this crime do so to make ends meet, which is why it is 

expected that the Church must play its God given role of caring for 

the social needs of the people. Unfortunately, the Church rather 

than exercise this role maximally, has engaged itself in what 

seemed a shadow chase and misplaced its priorities. This paper 

calls on the Church to live up to her God given role, which is 

involvement in social concern of the people, since the lack of this is 

what drives many to be involved in this crime against humanity. 

When the Church cares for the social needs of the people, the 

dignity of humanity will be restored and society will be the best for 

it. 
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Introduction 

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) recognizes the fact 

that “all human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights” 

(Article 1). This article further emphasizes the universality of the 

application of these rights and freedoms in the two covenants that make 

up and freedom set forth in this Declaration without distinction of any 

kind, such as race, color, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, 

national or social origin, property, birth or other status” (Article 2).  

Unfortunately in our present times in Nigeria and other parts of the 

world some human beings are seen by some others as being less human, 

hence are seen and treated as mere commodities to be trafficked and sold 

to the highest bidder. Another form of slave trade in the 21st century you 

will agree with me. This paper will limit itself to the role religion ought to 

play in the stoppage of this menace. Our emphasis here will be on the role 

the Christian church in Rivers State, Nigeria should play in the eradication 

of human trafficking among the elite in our society. There is no gain 

saying the fact that this evil of human trafficking is very much with us and 

around us today. It may not necessarily be the high profile trafficking 

reported in the social media and other information platforms, but the ones 

taking place around us, involving those that have no voice. This paper 

will examine those human trafficking around us that are not celebrated. 

 

Classification of Concepts 

Some of the concepts that make up our topic of discourse that will 

be defined for a proper understanding of our topic include: Religion, 

Prohibition, Human trafficking, and Church. 

 

Religion 

Religion has often been discussed as a belief system of a person or 

persons, which guides the individual or group of persons in the worship 

of a being greater than the adherents. This being that is greater than the 

worshipper (adherent) is called and referred to in many climes and 
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religions of the World by deferent names and description. He is called 

God, Allah, Yahweh, Chineke, Olodumare, Abasietc based on the 

understanding of His acts and actions towards the people. The Christian 

religion is founded by Jesus Christ, a Jewish Rabbi, whom Christians refer 

to as the promised Messiah, the only begotten Son of God. In religion 

according to Amaele (2010) “there is more of a spiritual marriage between 

the believer and the object of belief (in most cases the Creator)” (p. 98). For 

religion to be truly religion there has to be belief and practices 

incorporated in the doctrines of that religion. It is what one believes, that 

guides his practices (actions).Religion as a faith to most people, represent 

contact with the Ultimate Reality, the Unchanging Reality.  

J. B. Pratt (1947:1) reported that one Professor Leuba enumerated 

forty-eight definitions of religion from many great men and elsewhere 

added two of his own, making fifty. But the striking thing about those 

definitions is that persuasive as many of them seemed, each learned 

scholar who defined them was not persuaded to accept any but his own”, 

hence he gave up the attempt to define religion.  

This explains why Durkheim’s definition of religion as “a unified 

system of beliefs and practices, relative to sacred things” is most 

acceptable. By this definition, Durkheim is saying that those set-apart and 

forbidden beliefs and practices which unite the people into one single 

moral community and accepted by all those who adhere to them, form the 

religion of such people. From the above definition, we can see the role 

religion plays in the social life of any people. It serves as a unifying bond 

rather than a divisive force in the society which is what trafficking in 

persons sets out to encourage. 

 

Human Trafficking 

Human Trafficking is the trade of humans for the purpose of forced 

labor, sexual slavery, or commercial sexual exploitation for the trafficker 

or others. The first week of October is marked annually as the National 

Human Trafficking Awareness week. Human trafficking in persons is a 
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serious crime and a grave violation of human rights. Every year, 

thousands of men, women and children fall into the hands of traffickers in 

their own countries and abroad. Almost every country in the world is 

affected by trafficking, whether as a country of origin, transit or 

destination for victims. The United Nations Convention against 

Transitional Organized Crime (UNTOC) and the Protocols thereto, assist 

countries in their efforts to implement the Protocol to prevent, Suppress 

and Punish Traffickers in Persons. 

Article 3 paragraphs (a) of the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and 

Punish Trafficking in Persons defines trafficking in persons as: 

the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harboring or receipt 

of persons, by means of threat, or use of force or other forms 

of coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse 

of power or of a position of vulnerability or of the giving or 

receiving of payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a 

person having control over another person, for the purpose 

of exploitation. Exploitation shall include at a minimum, the 

exploitation of a person for sexual exploitation, forced labor 

or services, slavery or practices similar to slavery, servitude 

or the removal of organ (p.4). 

On the basis of the definition given, it is evident that human 

trafficking in persons has three constituent elements: (i) The Act: 

recruitment, transportation, transfer, harboring or receipt of persons. (ii) 

The Means (how it is done): threat or use of force, coercion, abduction, 

fraud, deception, abuse of power or vulnerability, or giving payments or 

benefits to a person in control of the victim. (iii) The purpose (why is it 

done?): for purpose of exploitation which includes exploiting the 

prostitution of others, sexual exploitation, forced labor, slavery, or similar 

practices and the removal of organs. 

The definition contained in Article 3 of the Trafficking in Persons 

Protocol is meant to provide consistency and consensus around the world 

on the phenomenon of trafficking in persons. It therefore requires that the 
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conduct set out in Article 3, be criminalized in domestic legislation. 

Domestic legislation does not need to follow the language of the 

Trafficking in Persons Protocol precisely, but should be adopted in 

accordance with domestic legal system to give effect to the concepts 

contained in the Protocol. These legislation should prescribe punishment 

due persons involved in this heinous crime against humanity. It should 

identify further attempts to commit a trafficking offence; participation as 

an accomplice in such an offence; organizing or directing others to commit 

trafficking as a benchmark for such punishment. No matter how one looks 

at it, human trafficking is and remains a crime against humanity and 

should be fought headlong by all nations of the world. 

 

Christian Church 

Derek (1989) says that “the English word Church comes from a 

Hebrew word QAHAL (to assemble) meaning ‘a local assembly’ of 

people”. Church is the people of God who come (assemble) together to 

worship. According to Schilling (1998), “the first Old Testament word 

used for God’s people is QAHAL (from Hebrew qhl= to assemble)” it is 

most often translated as Synagogue among the Hebrew of the Old 

Testament. The Old Testament word for church is ECCLESIA, derived 

from the Greek verb ek-kaleo, which simply means ‘to call out of’. In 

secular Greek, ecclesia was used for various types of assemblies that came 

together for political or religious purposes. However in the New 

Testament, it is a term which designated the people of God, those whom 

God has Himself called out of the world and made a special people of 

faith. 

Schilling sums it up when he posited that ‘church is a group of 

people that God has called out of the world through Christ for the 

purpose of worshipping and serving Him’. Willington (1981) writes that 

“the Greek word in the New Testament for our English word ‘church’ is 

ekkaleo. The compound word ek means ‘out’ and kaleo means ‘to call’ or ‘to 

summon’. Thus the literal meaning is ‘to call out’. The Christian Church is 
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described by Douglas (1987) as “derived from the Greek adjective 

‘Kyriakos’ as used in such phrase as Kyriakon-Dioma or Kyriake-oika– 

meaning ‘the Lord’s house’ – that is a Christian place of worship”. 

Okwueze (2003) on his part opined that “Church is an organized body of 

followers of Jesus, the people of God as such”. While Uche and Obi (2011) 

adds that “the Church is the sanctified body of believers, purchased with 

the precious blood of the Lamb, called out for the purpose of worshipping 

God”. For Faulkes (2001), the Church might have come from the 

Testament people of God”. 

However the most appropriate definition of the church that is 

relevant for this paper is that by Nkwoka (2000), who defined the church 

from the sociological perspective when he said that “the church is a 

sociological entity bound by time and space, as well as a redeemed 

eschatological community, which transcends time and space”. For 

Nkwoka, Social concern and action are an inalienable part of the mission 

of the church. The role of the Church in tackling the menace of human 

trafficking, which is a social problem, cannot be over emphasized. 

 

Prohibition 

The Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary (New 8th Edition), 

defines the verb “prohibit as, to stop something from being done or used 

especially by law. It means to forbid something usually by law of 

prohibition” (Hornby: 2010). Prohibition therefore is a noun which means 

the act of stopping something being done or used especially by law. It 

comes usually with a law or a rule that stops something being done or 

used: a prohibition. A person or group who supports the act making 

something illegal especially the sale of human beings is known as a 

prohibitionist. Any law making human trafficking illegal is often regarded 

as the law of prohibition. 

 Prohibition law destroys or gets rid of something completely 

(especially something bad). It conveys the idea of erasing or wiping away 

something that is condemnable, unacceptable, and constituting a nuisance 
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to humanity. For anything to be prohibited, it means it is unacceptable to 

the generality of the people or government. It is something that is against 

the laws of the land and not for the good of the immediate society and as 

such must be done away with. Nations of the World are doing their best 

in ensuring that certain practices against humanity such as trade on 

persons which is anti-human and against international laws are 

prohibited. 

 

The Role of the Church in Nigeria 

It is estimated that about 12 million people are living in slavery 

worldwide, and about 700,000 persons are trafficked across various 

International boarders annually (United Nations Convention against 

Transitional Organized Crime: UNTOC). Trafficking in persons is the 

third most lucrative illegal business in the world today. Despite the fact 

that it is the 21st century, and it is presumed that we are living in a 

civilized world this illicit trade on humans has not abated.  

Nigeria is the most suitable state for human trafficking where 

everything begins from the criminal traders who promises their 

unsuspecting victims a life of higher level to his future ‘good’. A major 

role in the trade is played by the city of Benin in South – South Nigeria 

where there is a branching network of trafficking. The traffickers of these 

human commodities are looking for girls who are attracted by bright 

perspectives of work or education abroad. The victims are offered forged 

documents and are told that they are supposed to pay only for transit after 

they get to the destination country. After this, the young ladies are often 

coerced into various voodoo rites to ensure their obedience. Stories 

abound of how girls are sold into slavery in Benin in the past. It is said 

that the smugglers took clothes from girls, a strand of hair from their 

heads, underarm hair and then gave these materials to the medicine 

man/woman for the ceremony which should guarantee debt repayment. 

The victims of trafficking are exploited and abused, suffer from 

different infection contaminations and diseases (more often sexually 
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transmitted diseases such as hepatitis, syphilis, HIV etc), physical and 

psycho injuries and even death. After the victims of human trafficking are 

revealed, they can still have long time depressions and psychological 

traumas, even after rehabilitation and social re-integration. Very often 

psychological damage stay for the whole life and it is difficult to call the 

life after normal. As a social institution whose main task is to restore hope 

to the hopeless, the role of the Church in prohibition of this crime against 

humanity cannot be over emphasized. 

Social concern and action is an inalienable part of the mission of the 

Church. Right from creation, God expressed a social concern for Adam – 

the first created being – and this concern led to the action in providing 

him a help suitable for him. In the Exodus event, God told Moses: “I have 

seen the affliction of “My people who are in Egypt, and I have heard their 

cry because of their taskmasters. I know their sufferings and I have come 

down to deliver them out of that land to a good and broad land, a land 

flowing with milk and honey…” (Exodus 3: 7-8). 

The Church right from early centuries has impacted society with 

Christian philanthropy. The issue of secularism and industrial revolution 

gave rise to some misery and poverty. The Church’s role had to change 

radically as it was now opposed and set against society which became 

somehow hostile to religion and Christian morality. This hostility to 

society did not start in the 21st century, but have been there right from the 

days of the early Church. This inaction and evil against humankind may 

have prompted Pope Leo XIII, in his Pontifical Social Encyclical of 1891 to 

say among other things that: 

No Christian truly aware of the mystery of God’s personal 

love for man as revealed in Christ Jesus and the vocation of 

every man to be a member of Christ’s Body on earth can 

remain passive and indifferent towards a malfunctioning 

socio-economic order which forces vast numbers to live in 

conditions utterly unworthy of their dignity as human 

persons and members of Christ’s Body (p.260,261). 
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 In other words, there is a compelling role and responsibility that 

God Himself has thrust on the Body of Christ - the Church, that leaves her 

no room for nonchalant in the face of social deprivation. Most people are 

lured into becoming victims of human trafficking because of poverty.  

According to Billy Graham, there are 175 pages in the Bible that 

command care for the poor and needy, making anti-poverty efforts a 

major teaching of the Bible. The fact that the Church must of necessity 

involve itself with the social needs of the people within her area of 

operation has been emphatically established both from the Bible and 

Church mission protagonists. Until the Church apart from preaching the 

Good News which is her primary charge as handed to her by the Lord of 

the Church, Jesus Christ, goes further to also be involved in the social 

concern of humanity especially in her immediate environment, the 

challenge of human trafficking will continue to plague our society and 

world. It is not enough to claim to be followers of Christ without 

following His teachings on care and concern for human needs.  

Unfortunately many Churches in Nigeria today measure success in 

ministry by the Cathedrals they build, fleet of cars they own and the level 

of affluence exhibited by the Bishop, General Overseer or Pastor as the 

case may be. The Church must take seriously the issues of social concern 

of humanity. That is the greatest duty and Mission to which the Church is 

called to. 

 

Conclusion 

 The major aspect of the Mission of the Church as taught by Jesus 

Christ was the establishment of the Kingdom of God among human 

beings. In line with this He has commanded Christians to be the salt of the 

earth and the light of the world (Matthew 5:13-16). The Church is in the 

world to continue the incarnational and redemptive ministry of its Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ. It has the responsibility of teaching the Great 

Commission and making them to observe the ethics of Jesus. The greatest 

challenge to the Mission of the Church is new pluralism occasioned by 
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secularization and the cosmopolitan nature of modern societies like 

Nigeria. 

Stott (1984) considered this problem and came up with the 

suggestion that persuasion may be the best alternative to impositions of 

the Christian values or maintaining a laissez-faire attitude which means 

the attitude of apathy and indifference. It must be observed that the 

decline of Christianity in Nigeria has led to the problems of 

permissiveness and pluralism. This is because in Islamic States and 

recently the collapsed Communist States, these two factors were not 

allowed to interfere with what they thought were good and lawful for 

their citizens. Perhaps the prayers and perseverance of convinced and 

committed Christians who carried on the Great Commission. 

In Nigeria, two factors have militated against the social concern 

and action of the Christian Church. The first is the government take-over 

of social institutions like schools, hospitals and charity institutions owned 

by the Churches. This action by government has resulted to the moral 

decadence experienced today in our country. This take-over not only 

frustrates previous involvement, but also kills future initiative which 

would have produced responsible citizens. The second factor is the 

orientation of the leadership of the prosperity preaching Churches. These 

crops of leaders are rather interested in self-welfare rather than the social 

welfare of the people committed to their charge. In some cases, these 

wolves in sheep clothing extort from the poor and do not care how those 

who they give honorific titles in the Church because of the huge donations 

they bring, make their money. 

The Christian Churches must adhere strictly to the teachings of 

Jesus Christ. One of the aspects of the Mission of Jesus was the 

establishment of the Kingdom of God among human beings. In line with 

this, he has commanded Christians to be the salt of the earth and majorly 

in preventive, preservative and seasoning, the Church cannot rightly 

avoid social involvement. The light has to shine in the form of good works 

which people have to glorify the God of the Christian. 
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