
South-South Journal of Humanities and international Studies                      Vol.3 No.3 September, 2020 
 

The Press and Consolidation of Democracy in Nigeria from 1999 to 2015   95 

The Press and Consolidation of Democracy in Nigeria from 1999 to 2015 
By 

 
Amadi, Chidi, PhD 

Department of History and Diplomatic Studies 
Faculty of Humanities 

Ignatius Ajuru University of Education 
Rumuolumeni, Port Harcourt 

08036698110 
Chidiamadi70@gmail.com 

 
Abstract 

The press is an indispensable agent of development in any nation given their 
invaluable contributions to governance. However, one of the elements of 
democracy is the freedom of expression. To democratize is to ensure free 
unhindered communication between the government and the people. The essence 
is to ensure the responsiveness of the government to the yearnings of the people 
and for the people to put their views to the government without fear or hindrance. 
Therefore, the study examined the role of the press in the consolidation of 
democracy in Nigeria. The work also explained the problems and challenges 
facing the mass media in promoting democracy in Nigeria. It reviewed some 
relevant literatures and gave the conceptual and theoretical frameworks. Based on 
the findings, the study recommended the provision of constant power supply, 
good roads and the integration of democratic concepts into the media curricula as 
measures to ensure sustainable media practice in Nigeria. 

 
Key Words: Press, Democracy, Nigeria, Government. 
 
Introduction 

The press as applied in this paper implies the freedom of communication and expression 
in the promotion of democracy through electronic and published materials. The role of the 
press in any democracy has never been in contention. It provides the platform for 
discussions and dialogues between the ruling elites and the masses of the people. It 
contributes to democratic governance by setting the agenda for public discussions in 
contentious issues. It also assists the ruling class to focus adequately on matters that are 
crucial to the growth and development of the social environment and the nation. 
 
In Nigeria contemporary politics, there exist three arms of government namely the 
executive, the legislature and the judiciary. However, due to the role played by the press 
in the promotion of democracy in Nigeria, it has therefore assumed the function of a fourth 
organ in our polity. Perhaps, this is why Anegbode and Azelama (2003) with reference to 
Nigeria stated thus; 
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The press remains the fourth estate of the realm, the watchdog and the 
conscience of the nation. It is the organ that informs the public about the 
activities of the executive, legislature and the judiciary. 

 
Interestingly, the press does not only serve as a watchdog due to its watchful role but 
guides the government and the entire citizens towards the desired goals beneficial to the 
society. Thus, information is the basis of effecting change which engender meaningful 
development in our society. It is on this premise that Adeyemi (2006) posits that the press 
has always occupied the fore-front of socio-political and economic changes throughout the 
history of mankind.   
 
Conceptual Clarification 
The term “mass media” or “press” will be used interchangeably in the study. They refer 
to the means of dissemination of information to a large, heterogeneous audience. The most 
prominent of these means of dissemination of information are the print media (newspaper 
and magazines) and the electronic media (radio, television and the internet otherwise 
called the new or social media). 
 
Gahia (2012: 563) conceives the mass media as communication channels – whether written, 
broadcast or spoken that reach out to a large audience. They include television, radio, 
advertising, movies, the internet, newspapers and magazines. According to him, they are 
called media because they are literally in the middle. “Media” means “middle” in Latin. As 
channels of communication, they essentially serve in connecting the sender and receiver 
of information. 
 
Aderinoye and Medubi (2012:552) sees the press or media as the watchdog of society 
which gives a reflection of happenings in the society as well as perception of the people. 
The media is affected by the society just as the media also affects the society. Corroborating 
this review, Omoera (2010:1) supports that the press does not only serve as a watchdog 
but guides the government towards change. Information is the basis of effecting change 
and the information needed to run an open and successful government is, to a large extent 
provided by the press. 
 
Oyeniyi (2012:29) conceptualizes the press or mass media to include print, radio, television 
and most recently, internet. These have played important roles in social, economic and 
political lives of peoples, products, institutions and nations. Ocholi (2015) accepts that the 
media are very powerful instruments for mass mobilization, integration, capable of 
making or destroying things and can be used as instruments to instigate war or peace. It 
can also promote or hinder development. 
 
Another vital term to our discourse is the concept of democracy. Democracy is popularly 
conceptualized as government of the people, by the people and for the people. However, 
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democracy has problems of homogeneity in that its usage means different things to 
different people in different context (Ojo, 2003:15). The concept can better be examined 
from two points of view; that is, as ideology and as politics. Democracy as an ideology is 
the philosophy of governance which sets a high premium on the basic freedom or 
fundamental human rights of the citizens, the rule of law, the right to property, the free 
flow of information and the right of choice between alternative political positions. On the 
other hand, democracy as politics is concerned with the institutions and processes of 
governance that may illicit, promote and sustain respect for the ideology of democracy 
(Imoh, 2013:48). 
 
Gbenenye (2010:132) defines democracy as a form of government in which all eligible 
citizens have an equal say in the decisions that affect lives. It ideally includes equal (direct 
or indirect) participation in the proposal, development and passage of legislation into law. 
According to Gbenenye, democracy originated from the Greek word demokratia rule of the 
people, which was coined from demos “people” and kratos “power” to denote the political 
system then existing in Greek city-states, notably Athens. Owolabi (1999) sees  democracy 
as the “rule of the people” or “sovereignty of the people”. Izibili and Eribo (2008) give the 
ideal definition of democracy as that which gives recognition to the essence of the concept 
as “rule of the people”. By this, they meant that democracy implies a system of 
government which every individual participates in the process of governance. 
 
Theoretical Framework 

The work was conducted within the framework of the theories of Liberation and 
Development Media which attempts to explain the role of the press in the consolidation 
of democracy in Nigeria. The liberation theory promotes the liberalisation of the media 
because of the belief that democratization of information followed by the individual’s 
ability to distinguish between the right and wrong is the best way forward in the 
development of society (Imoh, 2013:45). 
 
By the 17th and 18th centuries according to Oyeniyi (2012:33) emphasis was shifted from 
the authoritarian theory of the 16th century which considered information an exclusive 
preserve of the ruling elite and disseminated whatever the ruling elites deemed fit. 
However, the liberation model emphasized that the individuals and groups should be 
treated by the government as rational beings, capable of making independent judgments 
on social issues and developing their own senses of truth. The proponents of this theory 
like John Milton, John Locke and John Stuart Mill advocated for intellectual freedom and 
open market place of ideas. The freedom of thoughts and opinions should be guaranteed 
as the people are presumed able to discern between truth and falsehood and having been 
exposed to a press will help to determine public policy. 
 
The development media theory places emphasis on the “right to communicate” and the 
need to use communication to achieve social change and better life, which is the pivot of 
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development (Daramola, 2001). This theory has equally shed useful light on the impact of 
the press most especially on governance. Thus, armed with these frameworks, the study 
will be able to examine the role of the press and the consolidation of democracy in Nigeria 
from 1999 to 2015. 
 
Literature Review 

The review of literature cuts across masses of documents such as books, journals, 
magazines and research works by graduate students of the universities. Gahia (2012), “The 
Mass Media and Political Conflicts in Nigeria: Theoretical and historical perspective” in 
Albert (ed.), A History of Social Conflict and Conflict Management in Nigeria focused on the 
media and its involvement in political conflicts in Nigeria. The wok explained that the 
first, second and third republics were characterized by an intense struggle for power with 
competing newspapers “advertising their fanaticism”. The work also beamed its lights on 
the activities of the past military heads of state against the freedom of the press. The work 
was not focused on the role of the press in the consolidation of democracy in Nigeria but 
however gave an insight in the activities of the press. 
 
Isola (2012) “Newspaper press and election violence: Case studies of 1965 and 1983 
elections in Nigeria” in Albert (ed.), A History of Social Conflict and Conflict Management in 
Nigeria discussed the Nigerian newspaper and election conflicts, ownership influence on 
newspaper performance, and the influence of political shadow parties on newspaper 
editorials during elections. He espoused that the extent of coverage and the level of 
criticism of election malpractices and violence by the newspaper were often dependent on 
which political party was involved and which political party members were victims. 
 
Aderinoye and Medubi (2012) “Meaning” in Newspaper Editorials: An Essential Index of 
Peaceful co-existence in Nigeria” in Albert (ed.), A History of Social Conflict Management in 
Nigeria informed that as a channel of information dissemination, the print media such as 
the newspaper outfit forms a major medium through which the elites of society get 
informed of happenings around them. The newspaper also serves as the channel by which 
government policies and activities are relayed to the public. Generally, newspaper 
editorials are short essays or write-ups representing the official views or opinions of a 
media outfit on issues of public concern. The present study benefitted from the present 
work. 
 
Furthermore, Oyeniyi (2012) “Radios Don’t Kill, People do: Media, Post Election Violence 
and Democracy in Nigeria” in Albert (ed.), Journal of Peace and Development selected three 
representative examples of media use to demonstrate the nexus between media, 
democracy and violence in Nigeria. It cited Chief Bola Ige’s radio message, after losing the 
1983 gubernatorial election and how personal influence could ride on power of the media 
to wean post-election violence. The annulment of 12 June 1993 presidential election and 
the Ekiti state gubernatorial re-run elections measures how the media, through 



South-South Journal of Humanities and international Studies                      Vol.3 No.3 September, 2020 
 

The Press and Consolidation of Democracy in Nigeria from 1999 to 2015   99 

sensitization, contribute to the frenzied page of agitation for democratic consolidation in 
Nigeria. 
 
Mogekwu (1993) “Media Potency and the Evolution of a Democratic Political Culture:  
Critical Assessment of US/Nigeria Experience” in Nigeria Journal of American Studies 
espoused that since independence in 1960, Nigeria has been experimenting the various 
political systems of governance. First was the parliamentary system of government and 
then the presidential system. The two systems of government have all been interrupted by 
military regimes. He explained that dysfunctional fallout of the presence of the military 
on the political scene in reference to the media is the establishment of a “climate of fear”. 
Apart from the climate of fear which has adversely affected the potency of the press, the 
quality of our mass communication practitioners is another disturbing issue. 
 
From the review of related literature, it is very glaring that it provided a basis for the 
present study – the press and the consolidation of democracy in Nigeria since 1999. 

 
The Role of the Press in the Delivery and Consolidation of Democracy in Nigeria 
The constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria in recognition of the sacred role of the 
media included (section 22 of 1999 constitution) that: the press which comprise the radio, 
television and other agencies of the media shall at all times be free to uphold the 
responsibility and accountability of the government to the people (Omoera, 2010:33). 
Regrettably, the Nigeria state at one period or the other before this time was plunged with 
military and autocratic regimes. This dysfunctional state of the military in the political 
scene created a climate of fear for the media. It however destroyed the motivational 
capacities of the media practitioners thereby hindering the most important function of the 
media which is the information carrying function. Anegbode and Azelama (2003) cited in 
Omoera (2010:35) admitted that there is no better means of arousing Africans than that of 
the power of the pen and tongue which the media possessed. 
 
Information Role 
The Nigerian press has helped in the dissemination of useful and developmental 
information in both the print and electronic media to society. The media has also helped 
the people to keep abreast of the developments in the political space of the country. For 
instance, the “Nigeria Decides” programme on NTA during the 2007 elections graphically 
illustrates a contemporaneous information giving role played by the media to make the 
electorate know the profiles of their potential leaders from the interviews and fact files of 
aspiring politicians (Omoera, 2010:34). Also, in preparation for the 2015 elections in 
Nigeria, the media also featured documentaries of the politicians aspiring for positions. 
This was to allow the people make informed choices of the right candidates that will pilot 
their affairs. 
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However, the use of the mass media in political campaigns, public announcements and 
enlightenment testify to the fact that its role in the consolidation of Nigeria democracy 
cannot be neglected. Oyeniyi (2012:32) posits that the media aims at eliciting a response, 
which could be to buy a new product, to vote for a particular candidate or to pay taxes to 
government. This implies that language usage is an essential ingredient in mass media 
which should drive home the meanings and the purpose it was intended for (Aderinoye 
and Medubi, 2012:161). Stressing on the importance of the information role of the press, 
Opubor (2002) cied in Adeyemi (2006) asserted that; 
 

Many people in our urban areas will find it difficult to imagine life without 
the media. Just think how… feel to wake up one morning, turn on your 
radio set and receive nothing but static noises. Many of us would not want 
to experience such a deprivation… in a life time. 
 

The scenario painted by Opubor imagines the deprivation we could suffer without the 
media in society. 
 
Leadership Role 

The Nigerian press has always been useful for structuring the political landscape of the 
country, an avenue for agitation and proper political leadership. One of the functions of 
the press is educating the public and making them capable of knowing their rights. This 
therefore put on the shoulders of the media, the responsibility of ensuring good leadership 
in Nigeria. Imoh (2014:46) wrote on the leadership role of the media in ensuring that 
Nigeria gained her independence. He posits that the mass media played a significant role 
in the struggle for self determination in most African countries including Nigeria. In 
countries that have gone through autocratic and dictatorial rule (Military regimes) the 
press or the mass media helped to entrench democracy and cooperation between the new 
elected leaders and the citizenry through ideological persuasions and equally won the 
loyalty of the people. 
 
The first recorded effort to formally use the mass media in ensuring independence for 
Nigeria was by Reverend Townsend in 1859 through the publication of the Iwe Irohin a 
bilingual newspaper published in English and Yoruba language. However, Anegbode and 
Azelaru (2003) in their bid to examine the leadership role of the press stated that; 

 
One of the instruments of African (Nigerian) Nationalism therefore, was 
frequency or longevity; each Nationalist newspaper was a vehicle for the 
formation of public opinion. The press was a medium for agitation and 
political leadership. 
 

The press referred to here were newspapers like Iwe Irohin, The Comet, Lagos Times, West 
African Pilot, to mention a few, which were instruments for fighting colonialism or bad 
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policies at different levels and stages of Nigeria’s struggle for self rule (Ufuophu-Biri, 2006; 
Haruna, 2004 cited in Omoera, 2010:35). The aim was to arouse empathy and political 
awareness in the demand for independence. However, the media do not only agitate or 
draw attention to the bad policies of government but also gathers support for the positive 
initiatives of government. 
 
The efforts of the press in leading a credible government policy is seen in the instance of 
organizing press conferences and interviews, undertaking public campaigns or important 
national issues like road safety campaign, you win programme, elections among others. 
The media’s support for the fight against corruption by exposing the highly placed 
politicians and government officials in today’s government are an indication of its 
leadership role. However, the fight against corruption by the present administration has 
been criticized as a hunt against opposition. 
 
Watchdog Role 

The media being described as a watchdog is in recognition of its watchful role against the 
ill practices of the government and individuals. The political leaders at one time or the 
other try to find ways to amend the constitution to suit their selfish needs and aspirations. 
Ugulah and Erebi (2008:15) posits that Obasanjo’s third term bid would have succeeded if 
not the role the media played in ensuring that Nigerians were properly informed to resist 
the unconstitutionality. Olusegun Obasanjo in pursuit of a third term agenda, an attempt 
to remain in power after 2007 motivated the law making organ of the government to 
attempt on amending the constitution. The media in performing their watchdog role 
drummed publicity to this ignoble act and truncated his ambition of staying longer than 
necessary in office. 
 
Another example bordering on Obasanjo which the media criticized was the donation of 
a huge sum in million of naira (about N130 million) to his party, People Democratic Party 
(PDP) during the 2003 elections (Omoera, 2010:35).  Also, the media called attention of the 
masses compelling the petroleum minister to give explanation about the twenty billion 
dollar oil scandal under the Jonathan administration. 
 
Furthermore, various newspapers and broadcast houses played watchdog roles in 
monitoring elections since 1999 in Nigeria. For instance, Newswatch in its January 25, 1999 
reported irregularities in the run-up to the Governorship and State Assembly elections of 
some states. Some of the irregularities include; under age voters in Katsina, multiple 
voting in Abia state as well as bribery stories in Edo, Delta and Ekiti States. The 2011 
general election was adjudged to be the best in Nigeria even though, there were some 
irregularities under the watchful eyes of the press. Interestingly, the public was always 
informed or apprised about these irregularities through the media by trumpeting the 
issues with the aim of affecting a change. 
 



South-South Journal of Humanities and international Studies                      Vol.3 No.3 September, 2020 
 

The Press and Consolidation of Democracy in Nigeria from 1999 to 2015   102 

Election Role 
The mass media are very useful in the electoral process of any nation. The press has always 
helped the Nigeria electorate to have an insight into the personalities of the political office 
seekers and their manifestoes. Therefore, the press set the issues and the agenda for the 
campaign and the agenda dictate the issues on which many people ultimately based their 
voting decisions. 
 
Olutokun and Seteolu (2003) confirmed that during the transition from military to 
democratic rule, 1998-1999, the media kept the people abreast of the political happenings 
in Nigeria. This explains why Tell Magazines did a weekly countdown to the handover in 
every single issue of its publication between July 1998 and May 1999 to reflect on the 
transition prograamme. Other programmes through which the media helped in elections 
include; “Nigeria Decides” political debate programme on the 2007 general elections by 
the Nigeria Television Authority (NTA), “Focus Nigeria”, “Political Platform” produced 
by the African Independent Television (AIT). Recently, the media also organized debates 
for the presidential and vice presidential candidates of the political parties in 2015 election 
through the NTA and AIT channels. These debates will in no small measure make the 
politicians seeking posts in Nigeria become accountable to their election promises. 

 
Accountability/Whistle Blowing Role 

The media have been responsible in holding the political leaders accountable in Nigeria. 
The media have unearthed high profile cases in effort to expose brazen corruption which 
many political office holders have been entangled. Some of these corruption cases include; 
 
a) The Buhari Scandal: A former speaker of the House of Representatives, Alhaji 

Salisu Buhari was the first to occupy the office after 1999 election. He stayed in office 
despite news of irregularities that trailed his election and biographical records being 
backed by his party (PDP). However, Sani Kabir a Nigerian journalist and his 
counterparts in the United States of America (USA) were not comfortable with the 
state of affairs and decided to dig out facts to support the claims that Buhari’s age 
declaration and educational qualifications declared in his pre-election data form 
were stashed with falsehood. The News, a newspaper in Nigeria published it in July 
12, 1999 edition. The newspaper alleged that Buhari amplified his actual age and 
never attended a famous Toronto University in Canada. The embattled speaker 
reacted by filing a suit against the newspaper but that did not deter the media in 
their fight against this falsehood. In the end, he was thrown and disgraced out of 
office. 
 

Again, the media’s role in ensuring accountability was also displayed in The News editorial 
of July 20, 1999 entitled “Buhari: The path of honour” argued that Buhari should 
honourably vacate his office until thorough investigation to ascertain the veracity of the 
allegations are concluded. Although he fought tenaciously to stay off the impeding 
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political doom, justice prevailed and he was shoved out of office. The story of the aviation 
minister Stella Oduah was also thrown open by the media. She misappropriated about 
N120 billion dollars for the purchase of bulletproof vehicles. The reaction of the populace 
as well as media publicity led to her sack. These events and many more attaches credence 
to the fact that the press go the whole hug to fight political corruption (Olutokun and 
Setolu, 2003). 
 
b) Dr, Okadigbo/Evans/Etteh Scandals: The former senate president, now late Dr. 

Chuba Okadigbo was impeached from office after a vote of 81 to 11 against him on 
August (Olutokun and Seteolu, 2003). The impeachment was on the grounds of 
corruption in the contract awards. The embezzled fund totaling N67 million was for 
the purchase of cars and office furniture among other misdeeds. The clerk of the 
house Alhaji Salim Ibrahim made the stunning revelations at the July 24, 2000 Kuta 
Panel set up to look at the impropriety in the activities of the members of the house. 
The media immediately started the publicity of misconduct with various headlines. 
Examples are; “PDP Abandons Okadigbo” (Tribune, August 7, 2000), “Pressure 
mounts on Okadigbo to quit” (Omoera, 2010:37). Indeed, the media rights of 2003 
affirm the accountability role of the media as the cardinal institution for 
consolidating Nigeria’s nascent democracy. 
 

In different capacities, cases of mismanagement and corruption such as the Evans 
Enweren (a former senate president of Nigeria), Patricia Etteh (a former speaker, House of 
Representatives), Prof. Adenike Grange (a former Minister of Health), House of 
Representatives car scandal, the Halliburton corruption scandal and so many others have 
been blown open by the media. Apart from drawing attention to wrong doing in and 
outside government, the whistle blowing role of the media have to some extent brought 
about some level of sanity into public office. However, every public office holder in 
Nigeria knows that the media are capable of opening their stomach whenever or wherever 
they lay their hands on them (Omoera, 2010:37). The Nigerian government has in the past 
viewed the press as a “bad companion and a dangerous neighbour that should be kept at 
arm’s length. Hope came when President Jonathan in the past regime signed the Freedom 
of Information Bill (FOIB) thereby strengthening the press in their efforts to deepen the 
democratic ethos in Nigeria. This will guarantee safety in dispensing their professional 
duties. 
 
Agitational Role in Electoral Reforms 
The media are at the forefront of the agitation for electoral reforms by reporting the 
irregularities and malpractice that characterized elections and called for immediate actions 
after the elections. This action of the media for instance made the late President Umaru 
Yar’adua to accept in his inaugural speech that the 2007 elections were fraught with 
irregularities and so promised to make reforms. 
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With the persistence and insistence of the Nigerian Media, the government instituted the 
Electoral Reforms Committee (ERC) to examine the entire electoral process with a view to 
raising the standard of elections. This will in no small measure give credibility to election 
activities in Nigeria as well as command national and international acceptance. To this 
effect, Reuben Akpati as reported by The Sun of March, 2008 affirmed that the media 
played a good role in Nigeria’s electoral reforms by carrying out civil campaigns against 
the problems of electoral reforms (Omoera, 2010:38). 
 
In furtherance of the electoral reform process, some Nigeria media professionals have 
attended training programme organized by the International Republican Institute, an 
international body that ensures the growth of democracy in countries of the world to train 
journalists on the effective report of major electioneering issues. 
 
Objective Reporting 
The media, as much as possible should adopt a neutral position while reporting issues of 
democracy so at to present a balanced and credible information. Howard (2003) explains 
that when the media respond well to their professional calling such as accuracy, 
impartiality and independence, the media as the supposed fourth arm can effectively 
consolidate democracy in Nigeria. Unfortunately, Anyadike (2009) notes that many media 
practitioners have given themselves to propaganda, sensational and yellow journalism. 
The press must create an atmosphere of moderation and courtesy in which people with 
contrary views and interests can as well listen and contribute for the overall interest of the 
society. 
 
Problems and Challenges facing the Press/Media 
After independence in 1960 according to Sadeeq (2003:248) cited in Imoh (2013:47), the 
union between politics and the media was broken by ethnic loyalties. For instance, Dr. 
Azikiwe established the “West African Pilot” to fight for the right of Eastern Nigeria, while 
Obafemi Awolowo established the “Tribune” at Ibadan to project the interest of the 
Yoruba. The unstable political and economic climate has led to a divisive, disloyal, praise 
singing, conscienceless and downright corrupt mass media. As a result, our politicians are 
able to use the media to remain in power rather than use it for mobilizing the people for 
national development. The factors which constrain the effectiveness of the mass media in 
democratic consolidation include; 
 
a. Poor Socio-Economic Situation 

Poverty and democracy have an inverse relationship. Obasanjo (1992) cited in Imoh 
(2013:48) categorized poverty to be of three broad types which may affect the 
sustenance of democracy. These are poverty of material wellbeing conceived as the 
lack of basic necessity for the sustenance of life. Poverty of ideas among the leaders 
and the led resulted to lack of good judgment in supporting the democratic processes. 
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Poverty of courage is typified by a situation where those in power could not be told 
that they have done wrong. 

 
In Nigeria, material poverty and the perpetual struggle for survival is overbearing and 
sets apathy into the practices of democracy. When there is abject poverty, the masses are 
easily brainwashed and their rights of choice terribly manipulated. As a result, material 
poverty may lead to poverty of ideas and courage. The harsh economic condition in 
Nigeria has made journalists to be vulnerable and dependent on government patronage 
and support. Evidently, government political parties are the largest advertisers and this 
makes the media organizations to fall over each other. This hinders the freedom of the 
mass media practitioners to criticize the government as criticism of government will send 
them out of business (Ojo, 2003) 
 
b. Inadequate Infrastructural Facilities 

Most countries in Africa including Nigeria still carry the burden of irregular power 
supply which has seriously impeded the usefulness of the electronic media, especially 
television. Consequently, most of the citizens are not aware of what is happening in 
the nation including the government policies that are being implemented. Poor 
transport conditions caused by bad roads and seasonal accessibility to some remote 
villages including the riverine areas make access to rural areas difficult for news paper 
circulation. Shortage of well trained mass communicators has affected the quality of 
programming, production and transmission. 

 
To this regard, many urban and semi-urban dwellers have acquired communication 
gadgets such as video tapes, cable television, television games and other entertainment 
gadgets that could divert the people from paying attention to more serious messages that 
affect their lives and their communities (Sobowale, 1988 cited in Imoh, 2013). 

 
c. Military Interventions in Politics 

In the event of a coup, the mass media are the first victims. The military will first of 
all, take charge of the radio station by making efforts to destabilize the works while 
they deliver the speech emanating from the coup plot to suit their action. The military 
has in the past disrupted democratically elected governments. Several years of 
military rule have militarized the civilians just as the soldiers have become part of the 
varying indiscipline masses of citizens. The military tend to relegate accountability to 
the background in their discharge of national assignments. This has brought them into 
conflict with the media, the watchdog of society. 
 

d. Lack of Regular Training for Journalists 
There is a yawning gap in the capacity of media personnel to design and produce  
political education  programmes on democracy, its basic tenets and principles so that 
the masses can be empowered to checkmate the politicians and monitor the process 
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and outcome of democratic consolidation in Nigeria. The schools of journalism need 
to integrate democratic concepts into their curricula to sensitise and empower 
journalists in training. 
 

e. Religious Pluralism 
Africa is a multi-religious continent and religion has been a source of stress to 
democracy in many African countries including Nigeria. Even though religion and 
democracy are neither antithetical nor mutually exclusive there are practices that are 
rampant in Nigeria such as religion fanaticism, aggressive proselytization, intolerance, 
exclusivity, bigotry, competing claims of true superiority of one religion  over the 
others. These tend to undermine the growth of true democratic culture and the 
sustenance of democratic values and norms. In some cases, the mass media has taken 
sides in handling reports and comments about religion which has further aggravated 
crises (Obasanjo and Mabogunje cited in Imoh, 2013:19). 
 

f. Post Election Violence in Nigeria 
The mass media can through their programmes incite post election violence. For 
instance, chief Bola Igeh’s radio message and television broadcast after losing the 1983 
gubernatorial election in Osun stated thus: 

 
My people of Osun division, we were told you cast just 420 votes for UPN 
and 24,000 votes for the NPN? Is this true? With all our friendship and 
relationship? Is this true? (Oyeniyi, 2012:36). 
 

This is a clear demonstration in explaining the relationship between media, democracy 
and violence in Nigeria. More so, he went ahead to tell the people of the state to resist any 
attempt by the NPN to take the state. This action was carried out through the media. 
 
Conclusion 

From the foregoing discussion, the media have done much in consolidating Nigeria’s 
democracy as there is no democracy without the press. Tony Momoh, a former minister of 
information hinges the success of a democracy on the measure of freedom of the press in 
the country (Tell Magazine September 23, 2004). This position emphasizes the function of 
the press in a political setting and the need for it to be free from any government 
interference. Nonetheless, the Nigeria government has in the past viewed the press as a 
“dangerous neighbour” that should be kept at arm’s length. However, President Goodluck 
Jonathan in the past regime signed the Freedom of Information Bill (FOIB) thereby 
strengthening the press in deepening democratic ethos in Nigeria. There also exist a 
number of problems and challenges facing the Nigerian press, such as poor infrastructure 
and facilities, military interventions in politics, lack of regular training for journalists and 
the issue of religious pluralism. 
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Recommendations 
1. The media personnel should design and produce political education programmes 

on democracy. The school of journalism needs to also integrate democratic concepts 
into their curricula to sensitise journalists during training. 

2. The provision of infrastructural facilities such as power supply and good roads 
should be guaranteed by the Nigerian government. This will help in increasing the 
efficiency of media practitioners. 

3. Military interventions in politics should be discouraged and de-emphasized. The 
military tend to relegate accountability to the background in the discharge of 
national assignments which often brought them into conflict with the media. 
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