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Abstract 
Nigeria is a great nation with abundant mineral and human resources. It is a big 

nation, popularly known as the giant of Africa. Unfortunately the country is in 

leadership quagma and this made her to be the poverty hub of the world. This 

ugly situation is due to bad leadership as well ignorant followership. The 

leadership of the country has been centered in the hands of selfish, greed, gangs 

of godfatherism and godmotherism who know the language of how to share the 

national cake among themselves than bake the bread and share to all. This trend 

thrives because the majority of her citizens have no knowledge of political 

education which ought to liberate them from the hands of these ill-glorious 

leaders. The work recommends political Education which will run from primary 

to secondary school as well as workshops, symposiums, and seminars with core 

Democratic Values, principles, methodology e.t.c. in contents as well in Nigerian 

languages. This will wake the patriotic zeal in the citizens to participate as to know 

their rights in democratic governance. 
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Introduction 

Since her independence in 1960, Nigeria like most of her African counterparts has 

experienced both military and civilian leadership. From first civilian era 1960 – 1966, first 

military era 1966 – 1979, second civilian era 1979 – 1983, second military era 1983 – 1998 

and the third civilian rule 1999 till date. This points to the fact, that Nigeria and Nigerians 

has enjoyed or otherwise in the hands of both the military dictators and elected civilians 

leadership. 

 

One may want to know or ask for the best out of the two (The military dictator and the 

democratic elected government), the one that favored the country most. The answer is 

none. None of the two has put the county in the level she ought to be among the comity of 

nations. 
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Yacub (2010) lamented that: 

Whether it is the Military in the saddle of the Nigerian governance system or it is 

the civilians, corruption and the general decline in the moral fiber of the country 

has not abated both system has its pitfall that hangs the nation in the 

developmental draught facing the nation today.  

 

If we examine the military system that has been coming to power without permission to 

exercise their dictatorship and Impunity governance, without being questioned, we will 

observe that they are not meant to rule a country but to defend a country. Looking at all 

the past Military administrations in the country, they had been so tyrannical in nature. 

 

 On the other hand, the civilian administrations that were ought to be a libration from the 

tyranny bondage of the military are not even either better. It is seen as an arena and avenue 

in which the political class exploits the country’s resources to better their families and hide 

the remaining at their overseas bank accounts. 

 

It is due to this exploitative nature of Nigeria civilian leaders, that some people quote it to 

the inherited colonial governance that exploited this nation to develop their metropolitan 

British. But there is a different and disconnection between the two, as the colonial 

authorities exploited their colonies and used it to develop the metropolitan country, the 

Nigeria leaders exploits the country resources and hides the monies in their overseas bank 

accounts. 

 

In his observation of these disconnections, Yakub (2010) lamented that:  

Although this time, the indigenous administration was not to exploit the Nigerian 

people’s resources with the express intent to develop metropolitan Britain; all the 

same its own form of exploitation was geared toward the self aggrandizement of 

the ruling class.  

 

This means that the general resources meant for development and betterment of the 

masses from the shackle of poverty, diseases and ignorant are sheared among the ruling 

class for their selfish welfare. 

 

This is an indication that Nigerian governance system has failed in almost every 

ramification. The system is deficient and its deficiency covers several respects.  

 

A country with huge crude oil and gas deposits that earns her billions of dollars annually 

but remains the poverty hub of the world. How would one explain that, with such wealth 
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there is nothing to show as the serious attempt to lead the polity to economic, industrial 

and technological development? The governance lacks transparency, focus and defined 

philosophy. The leaders had been directing the affairs of this country without being 

questioned about the legitimacy or otherwise. They are so powerful that those who elected 

them into power are afraid of them, which ought not to be so. In the real democracy, the 

leaders (rulers) ought to be afraid of the citizens because they are answerable to them but 

in Nigeria it is not so, instead it is the other way round. It may interest one to know why it 

is so, or what has gone wrong in the system or even if Nigeria and Nigerians is the only 

people colonized by Britain, and again if Nigeria is the only country that has been ruled 

by both military and civilians? 

 

The answer to these multiple question is no. The reason for these abnormal situations is 

that the majority of Nigerian lacks knowledge of political education. This ignorant of the 

knowledge of political education has gave the elected leaders since independence the 

power to turns the electorates into tools that could be used when in need and dumps under 

harsh weather without taken care of. So the task of this paper is to critically examine 

political education as to showcase those ingredients that could lead to good governance, 

but in the cause of doing this task, the concepts of politics, education, good governance 

and political education will be analyzed for better understanding and application. 

 

Conceptualizing Politics, Education, Good Governance, and Political Education. 

Politics as a concept may looks very easy and simple to define. This may be due to the fact 

that it takes place in almost every organized human sector even in the family. It is based 

on this, that Aristotle sees man as a “political animal” because it is human activity which 

takes place in every human organization. 

In the real sense, the concept is not so simple and easy because it takes different form in 

different government. To this fact, the paper would look at politics in Democratic system 

of government. 

 

Democracy from its two Greek derivative words demo (people) and crates (authority, rule 

or power) which came together to mean “The power of the people” has been the most 

acceptable system of governance universally. It’s acceptance as one of the best is due to the 

fact that every citizens of a state or country participates directly or indirectly in it which is 

one of its values. 

 

Politics in a democratic system of governance could be seen as human activities in quest 

for power. In every human association there must be leaders, and there must be politics. 
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The means by which leaders emerged in an organization is known as political means which 

is accompanies with activities otherwise known as political activities. 

 

Onyekpe (2013) defined politics as “the struggle for power which itself is the authority to 

determine or formulate and execute decisions and polices which must be accepted by the 

society”. This means that political power is not an end itself but a means to control and 

execute polices on the investment and acquisition of resources to better the economy for 

the progress and development of a society. It is through this aspect of the management, 

distribution and allocation of resources of a state through political power that gave birth 

to “political economy”. Therefore, the reason for politics is to acquire power which could 

be use for the reconstruction of a society within the framework of a new ideology or the 

modification of the existing once. 

 

Nwokugha (2015) Cited Magstadi defined politics as:  

An aspect of statecraft which preoccupies itself with how people consciously rule 

and are ruled as well as actions and activities which legitimately derive from 

norms which are willingly and acceptably established by a people for the control 

of public decisions in a specified territory. 

 

This definition points to the fact that politics is a skill that concerns all the activities in 

rulership and followership which the people select or elect their leaders by themselves that 

sees to their affairs within a specific area. It is based on this fact that in a democratic system, 

people channel their demands or decision through their representative for deliberations. 

But sometimes too, the representative presents issues that affect his people (constituency) 

or personal issues for deliberation. The ability to convince his fellow members to win 

deliberation in his favor makes him a smart representative. 

 

In democratic system of governance, it is the duty of the electorates to tender to their 

representatives issues that affect them, and such an issue must be for the benefit of the 

masses. It is based on these issues/functions that political education is necessary to both 

the ruled and the rulers. All the deliberations and submission of striking issues are all the 

activities of politics. From here, let us look at education as a concept that is linked to 

politics. 

 

Education: Ordinarily, Education is a slippery concept. This is because it means different 

thing to different people at different period. This attest to the fact that it is dynamic in 

nature, and based on this slippery and dynamic nature of the concept of education that 

Nwafor (2010) lamented that, “The concept of education is an elusive, difficult and 
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contentious one because there is no universally accepted definition on it”. To this fact, 

Nwafor viewed it as a “chameleon” because of its dynamic nature. This is not to say that 

philosophers and educationist has not came up with some definitions that if properly 

analyzed would solve the problem of understanding the concept. 

 

According to Fafunwa (1974:17) “Education is the aggregate of all the process by which a 

child or young adult develops the abilities, attitudes and other forms of behavior which 

are of positive value to the society in which he lives”. He further explained the definition 

thus: “that is to say, it is a process for transmitting culture in terms of continuity and 

growth and for disseminating knowledge either to ensure social control or to guarantee 

rational direction of the society or both.” 

 

This is to say that education transmits values of the people that would make the society 

and people to develop and progress. 

Values here are those valuables that are cost worthy, praise worthy, important, cherished, 

admired, desired, honored, e.t.c. that impacts positively to the progress and development 

of individual and his society. These are the ingredients that education transmits to the 

recipients for better society. This is to say that education is a values enterprise because it 

deals on societal cherished values. It is due this values nature of education that Okoh 

(2003:86) views it as “the testing laboratory of human values”. 

 

He further lamented that “the cherished values of a society must form the basis of a 

people’s education”. 

 

Elechi (2015) equally followed the same line as he cited peters and Hirst who viewed 

education as “the initiation into worthwhile activities, the initiation into forms of 

knowledge and public traditions enshrined in a public language”. Education in this paper 

could be seen as the transmission of Democratic values for good governance. From this 

point, let us look at good governance. 

 

Good Governance: 

The main reason for people to elect or choose their leader in a Democratic system of 

governance is to bring in to power those that would provide the necessary requirement of 

life. These essential life requirements are many and they normally form the basis of 

campaign topics during electioneering campaign. The politicians or contestants always 

based their campaign promises on these necessities as they know that they are the 

yardstick for the measurement of good governance. 

 



South-South Journal of Humanities and international Studies                      Vol.4 No. 1 March, 2021 
 

Political Education and Good Governance in Nigeria: Issues, Chalenges and Prospects.   234 

No Politician or Political contestant would promise his/her electorates or his people during 

electioneering campaign that he would provide insecurity, poisonous water, epileptic 

light, dearth trap roads, steal public resources, selfish, tribalistic e.t.c and equally, no 

electorate would vote in such a person or persons into power. 

 

Therefore, the provisions by government of those required life necessities makes the 

people feel sense of good governance. 

So, good governance could be defined based on the provision of necessary life 

requirements, such as social amenities, freedom, rights, security e.t.c. to the people by 

government as well as liberate their polity when necessary. It is careful Utilization of the 

people’s time and resources to better their lives. It is based on this that Shaaba (2015) 

defined the concept of good governance as “a consistence, coherent, and rational use of 

authority to manage the affairs of the people, with the Ultimate aim of taking care of their 

welfare needs in all ramifications”. He further lamented that “the rules and regulations 

guiding the authority should also be stated in clear, Unambiguous terms as to avoid 

unnecessary confusion and controversies that may prevent meaningful progress and 

development”. This shows that transparency and openness in governance are all attributes 

of good governance. 

 

The direct opposite of good governance is bad governance which lacks the qualities 

mentioned above. This is what Nigeria is facing. It is what kept Nigeria in this 

developmental draught situation that is facing the Country today. Nigeria is begging to 

survive in midst of plenty, the poverty hub of the world upon her abundant mineral and 

human resources. In his observation of this, Okolo (2015) cited Achebe thus;”One easily 

remembers the respect view of Professor Chinna Achebe that the trouble with Nigeria is 

her leadership”. 

 

According to Achebe as cited by Eneh and Okolo (2015) “The unwillingness or inability of 

its leaders to rise to the responsibility, to the challenge of personal example which are the 

hallmark of true leadership”. From here, let us look at political Education. 

 

Political Education 

The coming together of politics and Education gives us political Education. Here, 

Education is limited to the business of Politics, most especially Democracy which is the 

core area of this paper 

 

Democracy in its true nature has some values and norms. For a sound democratic system 

to thrive, the knowledge on the application of these principles and norms is necessary. 



South-South Journal of Humanities and international Studies                      Vol.4 No. 1 March, 2021 
 

Political Education and Good Governance in Nigeria: Issues, Chalenges and Prospects.   235 

Understanding the principles and practice of democracy is necessary for peaceful and 

smooth play of the game. The Democratic game players require the proper understanding 

and apprehension of the secrets, rules, methods and ideas behind the Democratic game. 

 

Lack of the knowledge of Political game by either the electorates or elected will make them 

spectators of the political game. 

The knowledge on application of Political principles by both the politicians and the masses 

enhances the smooth running of governance. This is because to act better, requires 

knowing better. It is based on these facts that Wokugha (2015) defined Political Education 

as “any conscious and deliberate move by a people to socialize its citizen into embracing 

those values, virtue, principles, methodology, knowledge and skills that increase their 

motivation and curiosity for participation in Politics”. He further cited Nwankwo who 

affirmed that “Political Education is a process; the process of preparing especially the 

young ones for the socio-political world in which they live”. 

 

What these definitions means is that Political Education equips the people with the 

knowledge of the values, virtues, methods and principles for active participation in the 

game of politics. It also serves as motivator or motivational force into politics as it equips 

the recipient with the knowledge of mobilizing, sanitizing and conciencetizing a people 

for active participation in the game of politics. 

 

In short, Political Education is the study of the principles, methods, values, norms, etc of 

politics for active participation. It increases the zeal to participate in politics. 

From this point, let us look at the roles of Political Education to good governance. 

 

Political Education and Good Governance 

There is no ground arguing that Democracy is the most acceptable system of government 

all over the world. This is due to the fact that it has a wider participatory capacity for all 

citizens more than any other system. In Democratic system of government, citizens 

participate directly or indirectly in the governance. Apart from this wider participatory 

capacity of democracy, there are other benefits of Democracy to the citizens. They include; 

it allows for multi-party system which allows citizens to belong and make choice among 

candidates. This helps the citizens to choose better candidate of their choice that would 

heed to their demands and cries among themselves.  

 

Hence, there are multi-party, the citizens also choose the political party that its manifestos 

favors them. Democracy also allows for freedom or human rights such as freedom of 

speech, association, religion, freedom from arbitrary arrest, of press etc. It equally make 
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provision for the Rule of Law, free and fair election, application and observation of 

separation of powers among the three organs or arms of government, allow for well 

organize opposition, allows for criticism of government negative actions by citizens, 

allows for equality of all citizens, protection of minority group from majority against 

oppression and so on. The Application and practice of these norms and principles of 

Democratic system of governance makes it the best and universally accepted system of 

governance. 

 

Hence, Education is seen as the transmission of societal cherished values for the 

development of the recipients and the society, then, Political Education equally is seen as 

the transmission of Democratic values, principles, and methods etc. for better political 

participation. 

 

People act better when they know better; this is the link between knowledge and action. 

The knowledge of Political Education which increases the zeal for Political participation 

exposes electorates to know when and how to follow Political issues. It equally helps them 

to know when and how their leader is deviating from the norms and values of the system. 

It gives the citizens the knowledge of   the limit of their rights and that of their leaders. It 

helps them to know when to apply dialogue into an issue to achieve their general aims. 

The knowledge of Political Education creates awareness in the citizens to know that they 

have equal participatory rights in the game of politics. It wakes the political zeal in them 

making them active political participators thereby stand against ill polices of wicked and 

selfish leaders. It is a liberator which liberates the citizens from the shackle of political 

ignorant. No wonder those wicked and selfish leaders’ kicks against Political Education 

because it exposes the citizens to know their political rights which they use in challenging 

their ill and selfish policies. When an elected leader knows that the citizen has sound 

political knowledge, he would have no option than to dance to their tune in the provision 

of good governance. Such a leader would be very careful in policy formulations and 

implementations as not to stand against the rights of the citizens. Nwokugha (2015) argued 

on this direction thus;  

 

Because the powers that be recognize the importance of the knowledge of Political 

Education for the moral health of the state but are constantly afraid of it, their 

attitude towards it is ingloriously one in which they pray to make the knowledge 

of it the exclusive reserve of an insignificant minority in the state whose interests 

are to enslave the citizens and pocket the state in their purse. 
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So Political Education liberates the citizens and the society from being pocketed by wicked 

and selfish leaders through its means of bringing the citizens together with one ideology 

to stand against ill and bad policies. It creates awareness in the people to criticize and reject 

bad policies. Therefore, there is no ground arguing against the link between Political 

Education and Good governance. 

 

Challenges of Political Education 

Hence Political Education is a liberator of people from shackle of political ignorance, the 

leaders are not always happy with it. Because of the nature of Nigeria and her corrupt 

leaders, Political Education hinders them from achieving their selfish aim. For this reason, 

Political Education is kept as high order curse/ advance course that would only benefits 

few. Subjects like social studies and civic education which are of shallow curriculum and 

contents are been used in the place of Political Education for the masses. Political 

enlightenment programs, seminars and political symposiums that would teach the masses 

methods, values and principles of Political Education are being locked up so as to denied 

the citizens the knowledge of their political rights. Anyone found with the sound 

knowledge of Political Education is either call to join the leading queue or arrested and 

prison so that he would not teach the masses their political rights. In short, any attempt to 

bring the knowledge of Political Education to the masses would not work because it would 

be a threat to the leaders who wants to achieve their selfish and oppressive aim. Again, 

because the gap between Education and Politics is so cordial because it is the leaders that 

makes rules and budgets for education, those subjects that stands for the place of Political 

Education for the masses are neutralized with shallow curriculums for core political 

values, methods, norms, and principles of Political Education as to deny the masses these 

knowledge. This is because the powers at the top are always not comfortable with the 

masses acquisition of Political Education knowledge as this prevent them from executing 

their selfish and wicked aims. 

 

Prospects of Political Education in Nigeria 

We agree with Aristotle that “Man is a political Animal”. We equally know that man act 

better when he know better. Therefore there is no gain disputing the facts that knowledge 

of political education for the masses would brings active participations in Democratic 

game which in turns leads to good governance. Hence Good Governance is the hallmark 

of development of any society, therefore whatever means that will lead to the achievement 

of this all important phenomenon should be taken serious by all. 

 

Nigeria is a democratic country, for this reason, the knowledge of political Education is 

necessary for active participation and good governance.  Hence political education is 



South-South Journal of Humanities and international Studies                      Vol.4 No. 1 March, 2021 
 

Political Education and Good Governance in Nigeria: Issues, Chalenges and Prospects.   238 

advance course for tertiary institutions, in order to equip the Nigeria masses with this all 

important Knowledge, those primary/secondary school subjects that are used in the place 

of political Education should be enriched in content for in-depth knowledge of political 

Education. This would help in making the knowledge of values, norms, virtue, methods 

and principles of democratic reachable to Nigeria masses. 

 

Hence the knowledge of the values, Virtue, norms, principles and methods of democracy 

is Inseparable from good governance, and good governance is Sin-qua-non to 

development, seminars, symposiums and workshops that would Imparts the knowledge 

of political Education is fundamental. This will helps in equipping those that are not 

opportune to formal education. These proposed seminars, symposiums and workshops on 

the values, methods, principles and virtue of Democracy should employs Local dialects or 

languages so as to be understand and apprehend by all Nigerians. This will wake the 

curiosity in many Nigerians to participate in the Game of politics. This is because 

Democracy is seen as the game of number, therefore, the more the participants, the better 

the game. 

 

In short, the more the people with political knowledge in a Democratic State, the closer the 

Link between the leaders and the leads, the rulers and the ruled, the more closeness 

between the leaders and the leads, the better the governance.  

 

Conclusion 

Nigeria is a big name among comity of nations. It is based on this that she is regarded as 

giant of Africa. Her greatness is based on her economic and human resources as she is 

endowed with multiple mineral resources as well the most populous black nation in the 

world. 

 

Unfortunately, how to use these resources to better the life of her teaming population is a 

case for concern. This is due to lack of patriotic and visionary leadership. Evidently is the 

developmental backwardness in the country. 

 

The leaders turns their electorates into tools that could be useful when in need and useless 

after gaining power. This is due to the fact that majority of her citizens lacks the knowledge 

of political Education which ought to equips them with Democratic Principles, Values, 

Virtue, Methodology e.t.c. 

 

This is the Solution to Nigerians leadership shambles.     
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