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Abstract 
Man’s glory as the only intellectual animal on earth imposes upon human beings 

the obligation to lead intellectual lives (Adler, 1990). That statement might be well 

received in some circles but treated as mere trash in some other circles. For 

instance, anti-intellectualism in the Christian community may find it very difficult 

to accommodate. Thus, the view that intellectualism distorts the Christian gospel 

has often put the church in a disadvantaged spot. This seems to re-echo the age-

long myth that religion and science cannot co-exist. Upon this backdrop the paper 

attempted a comparative analysis of apostles Peter and Paul, highlighting lessons 

for contemporary gospel ministers. The method used in this paper is qualitative 

research method. It was observed that the Christian gospel is not averse to 

intellectualism and that ministers of the gospel who are indifferent to 

intellectualism do so to their disadvantage. 
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Introduction 

From the first century of Christian Era the Christian Gospel finds its way in to the hands 

of both literates and illiterates whose managerial ability gave it a sense of genuineness to 

flourish. 

 

The notion that intellectualism and the Christian gospel are at loggerhead is not novel. On 

the one hand, it appears that intellectuals are high up there in their high horse thinking 

that every other person below is unintelligently insignificant. While on the other hand, 
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some gospel ministers are here concluding that intellectuals are “proud fools” as the 

Psalmist puts it: “the fool has said in his heart, ‘there is no God’” (Psalm 14:1). Bridging 

this massive gap sometimes becomes more or less a herculean task. Nevertheless, an 

attempt shall be made in this article to reconcile both parties, because often than not, it has 

been observed that the problem is that of misunderstanding. The writer aims at raking in 

advantages of intellectual endeavor of ministers of the gospel, as the life of Peter is 

examined with Paul. 

 

Conceptual Framework 

The concept of intellectualism is basically value and preference for reason, fact and logic 

over emotion as reflected in deep and clear thinking, resulting to rational conclusions. This 

accounts for why intellectuals are considered as intelligent persons (especially well-

educated) who engage in critical thinking about complicated ideas and come up with 

propositions for solving societal problems (Jeremy and Anthony, 1997). Likewise, Reno 

(2013) viewed an intellectual as someone who has something intelligent to say that makes 

a difference in how people think and act. Thus, worthy of note is the key word in both 

opinions which is intelligence. In other words, intellectualism is primarily a function of 

intelligence which involves the development of the mind, relying more on it and engaging 

it most proficiently. Simply put, being well-educated to be able to reach rational 

conclusions and make quality decisions. 

 

Meanwhile, the term “gospel” was synonymous to the Christian message in the 1st century. 

But later it denoted the books in which the message was set out (Cross and Livingstone, 

2005). Hart (1999) has observed that the gospel as used by Paul the apostle has a wider 

scope than popular notions about the word. However, Vine (1996) simplified it arguing 

that the gospel encompasses the good news of the kingdom of God and of salvation 

through Christ. Referring to the essence of the Gospel, Mamvura (2019) asserted that the 

core message of the Bible is anchored on the birth, death, burial and resurrection of Jesus 

Christ. Henceforth, the gospel is referred to as the message and mission mandate given to 

the church by her Saviour and Lord, Jesus Christ. More so, gospel ministers simply refer 

to people who propagate the gospel message. 

 

Intellectualism and the Christian Gospel 

In the early 20th century, many Pentecostals rejected formal academic training since its 

outcome in the church is coldness and “lifeless religiosity of denominational Christianity” 

(Vreeland, 2002). During this period, intellectual endeavours were considered as 

endangering the faith of the individual and corrupting the church (Chan, 2000). Little do 

they consider the fact that, according to Horton (2006) that learning experience fosters a 
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deeper understanding of scriptural truth and action in a world where Christianity is 

undervalued and often undermined by people and forces that shape contemporary 

culture. In essence, what was emphasized as requirement for ministry work were nothing 

other than knowledge of the Bible and the felt anointing of the Holy Spirit. Thus, the need 

to engage in intellectual activities never crossed the minds of ministers of the gospel. 

 

Meanwhile, in the process of time it was noticed that there was a kind of apprehension 

among some gospel ministers when they come under the spotlight of intellectuals. Yancy 

(2017) might have observed this based on his comment that Christians need not to be afraid 

to subject their faith to intellectual scrutiny. He stressed that this will make the Christian 

worldview to fair well intellectually and consistently especially against other worldview 

that challenge the faith. Yancy’s view favours Christian apologists. Also, he suggested that 

intellectual endeavour, which involves the cultivation of the Christian mind, is so 

important that it would become a reliable resource in a post-Christian society. Harris (2018) 

corroborated this, stating that an essential ministerial duty is the cultivation of the mind. 

 

However, Pentecostal intellectuals are worried about academic scholarship that over 

depend on the intellect and downplay the individual’s faith life (Vondey, 2013), showing 

high regard for Tillich’s (1957) assertion that “faith transcends reason.” In a sense, this is a 

genuine concern and could lead to a valid argument since the Christian gospel emphasizes 

more of faith. Noll (1994), nevertheless, has urged Christians to realize that there is nothing 

unspiritual or unbiblical about being a careful, rational thinker. Snodgrass (1996) agreed 

with Noll when he stated that “the church should be a place for analysis, reflection, and 

reasoned discussion about the significance of the gospel.”  

 

While pushing it further, Macarthur (1994) contented that biblical faith is rational and 

reasonable as against the view that it is an abandonment of reason. He maintained that 

spiritual truth is to be rationally contemplated, examined logically, studied, analyzed, and 

employed as the only reliable basis for making wise judgment. This, of course, may sound 

very brilliant to those of the intellectual circle. But that may not always be the case; because 

the gospel does not offer rational explanation for "everything," else faith is needless. For 

instance, gospel ministers do not have rational explanation as regards the exact location of 

heaven, yet they often preach and teach about it. 

 

According to Vanhoozer (2015), the pastor-theologians must also be intellectuals in order 

to minister truth. To him, an intellectual is that person who speaks meaningfully and 

truthfully about broad topics of ultimate social concern. However, he made an insightful 

contrast between an academic intellectual (a mere specialists and theoretical) and a 
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generalist intellectual who could relate big truth to real people (being practical). More so, 

while referring to an interview granted by Rick M. Nanez, Rau (2006) warned that 

neglecting the intellectual side of faith and life leaves us unable to respond to or 

communicate with the culture around us in a meaningful way. Both views suggest that 

gospel ministers ought to be effective communicators, and of course, this requires 

intellectualism. 

 

It is deduced, therefore, from the foregoing that many gospel ministers fall under the 

description known as “anti-intellectuals.” Just like Nathaniel said to Philip “can anything 

good come out of Nazareth?” (John 1:46), these sets of ministers are sceptics who would 

hardly believe that there is something good about intellectualism. However, obvious 

changes are occurring as contemporary gospel ministers are coming to the realization that 

intellectual endeavour is neither evil nor apostasy. 

 

Life and Minister of Peter 

Meier (1991) argued that modern people do not have immediate access to individuals of 

ancient history. Though we may share that view to an extent, yet we can as well slightly 

differ by asserting that there are authentic sources and archaeological evidences that could 

lead anyone to certain truth history holds. Hence, Cox (2003) was able to point us to the 

fact that information about the background of Peter, regarding his family and occupation, 

were well recorded in the synoptic Gospels. Thus, we shall examine these sketches of 

information to see if we can get a grip on the personality under study. 

 

The Background of Peter 

Peter the apostle, also known as Simon or Simeon Barjona (son of Jonah or John), was 

renowned as one of the Twelve Apostles of Jesus Christ and often considered the foremost 

(Cross, 2005). He was born BC 15 or so, a Galilean who hailed from Bethsaida, lived in 

Capernaum (StudyMoose, 2016), and had a mother-in-law who was healed of an illness by 

Jesus (Quinn, 2011), implying that he was married. He was a fisherman by profession, but 

it was not certain if he owned a fishing business or not (Schlumpe, 2007), even though he 

was partner with the sons of Zebedee (James and John) who also later became disciples of 

Jesus Christ (Ehrman, 2006). First mention of Peter in the Gospels was when Jesus Christ 

found him "by the Sea of Galilee," busy with his fishing net in the company of his brother 

Andrew (Matthew 4:18). Immediately, Jesus invited him to be His follower henceforth and 

he forsook what he was doing and followed Jesus. 
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The Education of Peter 

In the earliest stage of his ministry, the apostle Peter alongside John was referred to as 

“uneducated and untrained men” (Acts 4:13). That description has sparked up unending 

debate among theologians and biblical scholars over the years. Some interpreted the above 

description from a religious context to mean that Peter was not as educated as the religious 

rulers of his day. In essence, he was neither instructed in the professional rabbinical school 

nor formally trained as a scribe (McKellar, 2012). Others are of the view that Peter never 

got any form of formal education. Whichever way, anti-intellectualism regards such 

description as a strong basis for their case. They rather prefer to concentrate on prayer and 

the preaching of the word of God, just as Peter and the rest of the apostle did (Acts 6: 4). 

 

Contrariwise, Horsley (1989) argued that Peter had education, though the extent of his 

education could not be ascertained. However, he posited that the form of education Peter 

received probably was principally informal from family socialization and prescribed 

lessons in the synagogue where he learnt about the  laws, prayers, meditation as well as 

committing to memory some portions of the scriptures. This assertion has a clearer view 

in the discourse of Peter at Pentecost where he declares that what the book of Joel described 

has its hopeful conclusion in Jesus. In Acts 2;16-17 Peter asserts that the gift of the Spirit 

and prophecy are moments which will ultimately lead one to salvation (Kanachikuzhy, 

2013).   

 

Dyson (2018) also supported the position that Peter was educated. According to her, Peter 

was transformed through an educational relationship with Christ (which was well 

observed by the religious rulers in Acts 4:13b). She argues that the Gospels record instances 

where Peter, as a keen listening student, asked Jesus to explain certain Parables and clarify 

some unclear subjects of discuss (Mark 11:21; Matthew 18:21). Granted, Peter got some sort 

of education but not the one that could earn him the status of an intellectual like the apostle 

Paul. At best, one could say that he was well discipled by Jesus Christ. 

 

The Ministry of Peter 

The ministry of Peter began in earnest when he asserted his leadership role by leading the 

disciples to get a replacement for Judas to complete the number (twelve) of the Apostles 

of Jesus Christ (Acts 1:15-26), as part of the activity during the prayer meeting that took 

place in the upper room. This was followed by his powerful preaching ministry that took 

off on the day of Pentecost, which saw 3, 000 persons converting to the Christian faith. 

Such a remarkable moment may have inspired Dschulnigg (1996) to refer to Peter as “the 

speaker of the Messiah’s confession.” Before long, the ministry of Peter became associated 
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with spectacular miracles, as the lame man at the Beautiful Gate sparked off the power 

dimension (Acts 3:1-10). 

 

Further, “through his initial actions and the spread of his message of hope and peace”, 

noted Ferda (2012) “Peter brought many new followers into the early church and helped 

to expand its influence beyond the regions of Bethlehem, Judea, and Jerusalem.” Wells 

(2006) also acknowledged that “through the actions of Saint Peter the early church was 

able to sufficiently spread and establish itself to such an extent that eventually it became 

the official religion of the Roman Empire.” These actions Grant (1995) observed as 

preaching the teachings of Jesus Christ by “journeying from Caesarea to Joppa and Lydda” 

and “corresponded with many individuals across the region encouraging them to become 

followers of Christ.” In addition to this, he was also credited as the author of two books.  

 

The Influence of Peter in the Early Church 

Though he was the most outspoken and dominant figure among the disciples of Jesus, 

Peter’s unstable personality made him an unlikely leader. However, post resurrection 

events and his actions in the early church undoubtedly earned him the title often accorded 

him- chief Apostle and leading spokesman in Jerusalem (Dschulnigg, 1996). He was also 

credited for his effort in defending the inclusion of the Gentiles into the Christian church 

at the Apostolic Council in Jerusalem (Acts 11:1-18). Nevertheless, Perkins (1994) has a 

contrary view noting that Peter may be regarded as the spokesperson and central character 

among the apostles in Jerusalem, but that he does not enjoy supremacy over the other 

apostles like James the brother of Jesus Christ. 

 

Describing his influence, Schlumpe (2007) noted that “Peter acted as the base from which 

the early church rose into prominence.” According to Cline (2020), Peter is treated as a 

model for Christians to emulate. Meanwhile, Card (2003) saw him as an impetuous 

fisherman that was transformed into the pivotal leader of the early church. In essence, he 

was able to rise from being a “common fisherman” to becoming a famous church leader, 

even with his poor educational background.  

 

Life and Ministry of Paul 

Paul, “an apostle of Jesus Christ” as he often identified himself though not one of the 

“Twelve,” dominated the apostolic age, and his epistles have left a tremendous impress on 

Christianity (Powell, 2009). His dogged labour to ensure that “the Church is an 

authentically international and intellectually coherent community is unparalleled” (Paul 

the apostle, 2020). This is evident as he was credited as the author of thirteen of the twenty-

seven books of the New Testament (Brown, 1997). Thus, Paul was an exceptional minister 
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of the gospel of Jesus Christ, as his contribution to the Christian faith remains indelible in 

the history of the Church. 

This brief chronology of Paul and his ministry shall be considered looking at his 

background, education, conversion experience, and missionary activities. Also note that it 

is widely accepted that the main source for information about Paul's life is the material 

found in the book of Acts and his epistles (Dunn, 2003).  However, Perkins (2010) observed 

that Luke the author of Acts of the Apostles was not one of Paul’s regular associates 

because most of the problems referred to in Paul’s letters never appear in Acts. As a result, 

Acts 15 reports a very different agreement about the Gentiles than Paul does in Galatians 

chapter 2. 

 

The Background of Paul 

Paul (also known as Saul) was born in around AD 5 in Tarsus, the principal city of Cilicia 

and a commercial hub in Asia Minor, located not too far from the Mediterranean coast 

(Bruce, 1980; Essay, UK 2018). He was a Diaspora Jew, a member and devotee of the Judaic 

sect-Pharisees, but later got converted to Christianity after he experienced a revelation of 

the resurrected Jesus (Denova, 2013). Though born a Jew, Paul also had a Roman 

citizenship (Essay, UK); a privilege and honour very rare to be conferred upon Jews 

(Wright, 1974). Paul’s marital status is unclear: it has been held, variously, that he was a 

celibate, a widower, or legally separated from a wife (Paul the Apostle, 2020). 

 

The Education of Paul 

Becoming a distinguished theologian and teacher like the apostle Paul requires one to get 

proper education. Zuck (1998) subscribed to this when he noted that Paul was well 

equipped for a lasting ministry by subjecting himself to getting the right education, 

learning the techniques of expounding the Old Testament Scriptures, debating, posing 

rhetorical questions and raising discussions and arguments. Few persons other than Yancy 

(2017) could have said it better stating profoundly that in this day and age there is no 

excuse for Christian ministers to not have a basic knowledge of the arguments that sustain 

the faith. Such a statement is fundamental as we investigate information on the education 

of Paul to appreciate the impact it made in his evangelical ministry and mission 

endeavours. 

 

Paul probably started his training as early as age five according to Jewish customs, because 

this is woven into the fabric of the Jewish people to form their worldview in the early years 

(Yonge, 1997). The preservation of customs and laws of any given people is always top 

priority; hence the Jewish nation, viewing their law code as divine, instil them as doctrine 
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in the early stages of a person’s life journey (Yonge, 1997). This is widely held as the basic 

form of education that Paul got. 

 

“As a Jewish boy,” noted by the Essay UK (2018), “Paul’s mother read the Torah to him 

until around age four or five” when he would be sent to school to learn the teaching of 

Moses in Hebrew and Greek at about age six, and at age fourteen or fifteen was taken to 

rabbinical school to study under Gamaliel, the Master of Rabbi. The immense influence 

Gamaliel had on Paul might have inspired Peterson (2009) to remark that Paul’s education 

cannot be discussed without the mention of Gamaliel, the grandson of Hillel of a great 

pharisaic educator and influential figure in the early 1st century AD. It is observed that 

beyond the traditional informal education system of the Jews, Paul was privileged to have 

further academic exposure. 

 

Quarles (2003) advanced a description of a possible regimen of training Paul could have 

experienced. He explained that the Jewish education system begins with the religion 

traditions, the Mishnah, which deals with the Pentateuch at age five and ten respectively; 

continuing with other details of the commandments at age thirteen as well as the Talmud 

at age fifteen; then the bride-chamber at age eighteen; pursuing a calling at age twenty; 

and becoming an authority at age thirty. Wallace (2002) suggested that part of Paul’s 

Hebrew education also involved the study of the Midrashim (expositions of the Hebrew 

Scriptures); the Halacha (additional legal customs and practices); and the Haggadah (non 

legal narratives exegeting the scriptures). 

 

Elmer Towns (1975), an erudite Christian education scholar, commented on Paul’s 

rabbinical school education as a formal learning system that was focused on the study of 

the Hebrew Bible and its interpretation. Furthermore, in discussing Greco-Roman 

education and the University at Tarsus which Paul might have been exposed to, Gundry 

(1994) stated that Greco-Roman education was versatile such that young boys learnt until 

they graduated into adulthood then they will be exposed to study philosophy, rhetoric, 

law, mathematics, astronomy, medicine, geography and botany. 

 

Concerning the status of Tarsus, reputable historians Kee and Young (1958) acknowledged 

that “Strabo once ranked Tarsus above Athens and Alexandrai as an intellectual 

community.” Thus, they were not surprised that traces of Stoic ethics and religious 

vocabulary often featured in the epistles of Paul. Meanwhile, in his discussion of the 

reasonings concerning Paul’s exposure to Greek philosophy, Drane (1986) speculated that 

“of the many philosophical schools of the time, Stoicism was probably the most congenial 

to Paul.” He explained that Paul’s reasoning in his arguments sometimes resembles the 
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Stoics arguments, adding that “Paul’s letters also often reflect Stoic terminology”. Perkins 

(2010) added that Paul’s use of the Greek language permitted very complex patterning of 

clauses within a single sentence with the use of parallel words and phrases, paradoxes and 

metaphorical images as materials for his readers.] 

 

According to Wallace (2002), “Paul’s early life in his home town of Tarsus exposed him to 

Hellenistic Judaism, which allowed for Grecian learning and influence, even though his 

parent were devoted Jews.” He emphasized that in his formative years in Tarsus, having 

been tutored by great rabbinical scholars of all time in the liberal Hillel school, Paul 

probably was exposed to diverse cultures and teaching, wide range of Greek philosophy, 

as well as Orthodox Pharisaic Judaism in addition to his traditional Hebrew training. This 

made him to conclude that Paul had the best education that his religion had to offer in his 

days. Hear what Wallace had to say conclusively 

 

God, in His divine wisdom and grace, exposed Paul 

 to a wide spectrum of experiences and education,  

giving the apostle  to the  gentiles   the   tools to  

effectively  spread   the Gospel and  establish the  

Church solidly in   all parts of the Roman Empire. 

 

Addressing area of adequacy in Pastoral ministry, Adams (1975) concurred that “while it 

is true that God loves to use weak vessels powerfully to show that the power is of Him, 

nevertheless He never discourages intellectual preparation so long as it is dedicated in 

submissive fervor to Him.” He stated that the Bible is not an anti-intellectual Book. This 

implies that God is not against adequate and higher level of education for ministry work. 

If God is interested in reaching the intellectual circles with the gospel of Jesus Christ, then 

He has to penetrate it by giving His servant exposure in that regard. 

 

Based on the information garnered thus far on the education of Paul, we can submit that 

the apostle had a sophisticated (or classical) education in Greek philosophy, literature, and 

rhetoric, studying under one of the best Scripture scholars of his day. His vastness also 

stretches across Roman, Hellenistic, and Jewish cultures – the major cultures of the Middle 

East then. No doubt he was gifted and shaped intellectually for the role he assumed in the 

church. Therefore, he was able to deploy all these arsenals to wage an apologetic war and 

defend the Christian faith in its early stages. 
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The Conversion Experience of Paul 

Paul’s miraculous conversion from Judaism to Christianity described by Yates (2006) as 

“dramatic” has been dated as early as AD 34.  After the conversion of Paul some years later 

he was taking to Antioch by Barnabas and from there to Cyprus. It was in Cyprus’ visit 

that he was known as Paul, which is the Greek form of the Hebrew name Saul (Acts 13:6-

9). The first mention of Paul (Saul) in the Bible was when he stood as a witness to the 

stoning of Stephen, the first martyr to the cause of Christ (Acts 7:58). What is said about 

Paul here gives us a clear impression of what was to be expected from him, which began 

in earnest in chapter eight (8) of same book. He not only consented to the killing of Stephen, 

Paul also wrecked “havoc of the church” (Acts 8:1, 3). Thus, one who was once a persecutor 

of the early Christian (Dunn, 2009) converting to same faith could be described as indeed 

miraculous and dramatic. 

 

Luke (Acts 9: 1ff) recorded further how Paul was “still breathing threats and murder 

against the disciples of the Lord” embarked on a journey to Damascus with the intention 

of arresting and imprisoning believers in Christ there. Unfortunately or fortunately, he 

who was en route to arrest people “of the Way” was eventually arrested by the Lord of the 

Way. Luke (Acts 9:3ff) had it that just before Paul and his co-travellers got to Damascus, 

“suddenly a light shone around him from heaven” and “then he fell to the ground, and 

heard a voice saying to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?’” Analysing the 

incident, Quarles (2003) observed that “at the appearance of Christ, Saul immediately 

surrendered to His authority and went into the city to await further orders,” implying that 

Paul has been resisting divine authority. Indeed, Quarles observed rightly based on the 

statement of the Lord Jesus that “it is hard for you to kick against the goads” (Acts 9:5). 

 

Commenting on Paul’s conversion, Zavada indicated that it “showed that Jesus himself 

wanted the gospel message to go to the Gentiles, quashing any argument from the early 

Jewish Christians that the gospel was only for the Jews.” Zavada must have borrowed that 

thought from Luke (Acts 9:15) who recorded the instruction given to Ananias by the Lord 

Jesus in a vision which says “go, for he is a chosen vessel of Mine to bear My name before 

Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel.” However, the above instruction by the Lord 

Jesus unequivocally summarized His aim of influencing Paul’s conversion. 

 

In response to the question on why there are three accounts of Paul’s conversion in the 

book of Acts, Jackson (2020) equally gave three reasons. First, that the initial historical 

narrative in Acts 9 only served the primary function of sketching the basic details of Saul’s 

conversion to Christianity. Secondly, that Acts 22 constitutes the “defense” Paul gave to 

his Hebrew kinsmen as reasons for his change, from opponent to proponent of 
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Christianity. Thirdly, that the “defense” of Paul in chapter 26 aimed at disabusing the 

minds of the political class that Christianity was never intended to be a political rival to 

Rome. 

 

Suffice to state at this juncture that the chronology of Paul would be incomplete without 

the inclusion of his conversion as contained mainly in the book of Acts. Also, that the 

three accounts in Acts simply serve different purposes and there is no need for 

confusion. The second and third are simply Christian apologetic. 

The Ministry/Missionary Activities of Paul 

 

Investigation into the ministry and or missionary activities of Paul, Bosch (2011) posited 

that Paul’s ministerial narrative should begin with the Damascus event of his dramatic 

conversion and call. Information available showed that Paul did not start ministry 

immediately after his conversion as clearly stated in the book of Galatians: 

 
16To reveal His Son in me, that I might preach Him 

 among the Gentiles, I did not immediately confer  

with flesh and blood, 17nor did I go up to Jerusalem  

to those who were  apostles before   me;  but I went  

to Arabia, and returned again to Damascus. 18Then after  

three years I went up  to Jerusalem to see   Peter, and  

remained with him fifteen days. 19But I saw none of the  

other apostles except James, the Lord's brother. (Galatians 1: 16-19) 

 

This account has attracted speculations from authorities on the life of Paul and there are 

some propositions on his where about few years after his conversion. Some suggested that 

he went to Arabia (the kingdom of Nabatean) for reflection and to process the drastic 

change that had occurred in his life; others held that he went to there for solitude and to 

receive revelation and further directions from Jesus Christ; another explanation given was 

that he went there to preach. However, Barnett (2005) noted that speculations concerning 

what happen during this period can only be reliable to the extent to which they agree with 

the details provided in the books of Acts and Galatians. 

 

Moreover, at the end of this period Paul had to travel back to Damascus where he began 

to preach that Jesus is the Son of God and the promised Messiah, a message that was 

strongly resisted by the Jews there and led to the plot to kill him (Acts 9:20-25). Having 

escape assassination, Paul later left for Jerusalem where he met with Peter and James, but 

the religious climate there was also unfavourable for him. It was after then that 
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Barnabas went to find him and brought him to Antioch, and from there the mission to the 

Gentiles properly took off; a mission, in the words of Dunn (2009), which would 

“fundamentally change the character of the early Christian movement.” The Antioch 

church became pivotal, one of the influential churches among Gentile Christians which 

would eventually be sending financial aid to Jerusalem and Judea by the hand of Paul and 

Barnabas (Barnett, 2005). 

 

Paul’s ministry took a different turn of event after he was commissioned alongside 

Barnabas in the Antioch church by the Holy Spirit (Acts: 13:1-3; Dunn, 370). The trips they 

made to Seleucia, Cyprus and Anatolia in Southern Asian Minor, and other places like 

Iconium, Lystra, Derbe, Perga, Pamphylia became known as the first missionary journey 

of Paul. Probably, it was during these trips that the epistle to the Galatians was written, 

since these cities were located in the Roman province of Galatia (Fitzmyer 1992; Quarles, 

2003). 

 

During his second missionary journey, Paul travelled to Macedonia, Achaia, and Corinth. 

But by this time he had parted company with Barnabas as a result of a disagreement that 

ensued between them whether to take John Mark (Barnabas’ nephew) along or not, who 

abandoned them in the first journey (Acts 15:36-41; Quarles, 2003). Thus, Paul travelled 

with Silas through Philippi, Thessalonica, and Berea planting churches. This itinerary also 

saw Paul revisiting the places he had earlier visited in his first missionary journey, and in 

the process he discovered Timothy, his protégé. In addition, about four epistles were said 

to have been written during this period. 

 

Paul’s third missionary journey was mainly to strengthen the churches in Galatia and 

Phrygia which he had earlier planted. Moreover, he also travelled to the city of Ephesus 

where he spent almost three years, writing four epistles to the church in Corinth and one 

to that in Rome respectively (McRay, 2007). Toward the end of this journey, Paul collected 

some offerings which he sent to believers in need in the church in Jerusalem. However, on 

getting to Jerusalem Jewish opponents incited a riot that resulted to his arrest, and this led 

to a chain of event that culminated in his death (Quarles, 2003). 

 

Intellectualism as an Advantage to Gospel Ministers 

It is profitable to recall the concept of intellectualism as we consider how it could be an 

advantage to gospel ministers. It was stated that intellectualism is value or preference for 

reason, fact and logic over emotion. In essence, an intellectual person is one who is well-

educated to be able to reach rational conclusions and make quality decisions that are not 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barnabas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Early_centers_of_Christianity#Antioch
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swayed by emotion. Therefore, below are some ways solid educational background could 

be advantageous to ministers of the gospel. 

 

Enlarged Horizon: Solid educational background is basis for better perspective. It 

broadens the horizon of ministers of the gospel and removes certain limitations or barriers 

they might likely encounter in ministerial work. Paul the apostle had a solid educational 

background which enlarged his horizon, exposing him to different cultures of his day and 

enabling him to penetrate people of diverse culture and class, becoming “all things to all 

people.” Thus, contemporary gospel ministers need to have a wide range of experience, 

including academic exposures to afford them privileged opportunities and enlarge their 

scope in the ministry; for coast to be enlarged scope must be enlarged. 

 

Effective Communication: Ministers of the gospel are communicators and they need solid 

educational background to equip them to be effective in their communication of the gospel. 

It would require some level of education for the minister to translate the contents of the 

gospel into concepts that are well articulated. Paul was well-educated and his wealth of 

knowledge played out in the manner he constructed his arguments in his letters. He was 

said to have written almost half of the New Testament books of the Bible. Most of present 

day ministers of the gospel who wrote rich literatures also have autobiographies that show 

that they have had some educational exposures. Thus, they were able to preserve their 

messages through writing and documentation. 

 

Energetic Apologetic: Solid educational background equips the gospel minister to be able 

to deal with hard intellectual questions confronting the Christian faith as an apologist. Paul 

was well prepared for the apologetic role he played in the establishment of the Christian 

faith. His intellectual prowess was deployed in combating the forces that confronted the 

early church. Similarly, gospel ministers of the 21st century cannot afford to be ill-equipped 

intellectually to combat contemporary forces that pose threat to the survival and thriving 

of the Christian faith. 

 

Enduring Legacy: History is replete with gospel ministers who made their mark in the 

ministry. Unfortunately, there were lots of individuals whose works have been eroded or 

were not as conspicuous as others. Paul is still relevant in contemporary discussion and 

part of this is attributed to his solid educational background. Thus, education contributes 

immensely to an enduring and lasting legacy in ministry. 
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Lessons for Contemporary Gospel Ministers 

From the foregoing it is glaring that contemporary gospel ministers have several lessons 

to learn, though, they cannot be exaggerated. Below are some of them: 

 

Requirement: The first lesson here is that education is a requirement for vocational gospel 

ministers. It is the practice of many denominations to require a level of education as a 

prerequisite for ordination of their ministers. For example, the Baptist denomination does 

not allow any individual who has not undergone the Nigerian Baptist Theological 

Seminary or Baptist College of Theology to pastor any Baptist church. More so, education 

qualifies ministers for promotion in the ministry, even though they are not promoted like 

their counterparts in civil service. Therefore, education is a necessity for ministers of the 

gospel particularly those in the well-organized denominations. More so, the minister need 

knowledge to read and understand the Bible for proper interpretation and communication 

with members. 

 

Resource: The next lesson is that of resource. Ministers of the gospel need to recognize 

how essential it is for them to develop themselves intellectually to be useful resource, 

especially in an information age. For example, whether in preaching, teaching or 

counselling, the minister must speak from a well-informed perspective for resonance, since 

a good number of the members are educated persons. Therefore, gospel ministers who 

relegate intellectual endeavours would somehow pay dearly. This is because well-meaning 

members of the society may not be interested to associate with such ministers. 

 

Response: The third lesson is concerned with response to societal issues. There are 

contemporary ethical issues that need to be addressed and gospel ministers need to rise to 

the occasion. The point is that the minister needs a level of education to be able to marshal 

his or her thought to convince those interested parties. Most gospel ministers who have 

become notable voice in the society definitely have also paid their dues intellectually. 

 

Wealthy and Educated: The fourth lesson is the need to meet the wealthy and educated in 

society. In public and special places, it is not unusual to be intimidated by wealthy and 

educated personalities, whereas it is a usual scenario for the educated, politician and 

business tycoon to meet themselves and relate as equals. This is where the intellectual 

gospel minister becomes an important figure, he meets people of class as equals in their 

elevated societal positions and pass on the gospel to such. We think the formation of 

Businessmen Fellowship International is on this wise, meeting the rich in the society with 

the gospel. Thus, the intellectual gospel preacher has the capacity to meet with the small 

and great in society.  
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Rapid Growth: Finally, the lesson of rapid growth of the ministry (church) also needs to 

be emphasized. The impact of intellectual development of the minister enhances the 

growth of the ministry. For example, the Redeemed Christian Church of God was obscure 

until the leadership mantle fell on E. A. Adeboye, who was once a seasoned lecturer. 

Probably, his educational background must have played a role in the growth of the church 

and placing it on the world map as it is today. W.F.Kumuyi of Deeper Christian Life, David 

Oyedepo of Living Faith Church also known as Winners Chapel, Gbile Akani of Living 

Seed, David Ibioyome of Salvation Ministries and so many other men of God who are 

intellectual gurus in their various field of study; suffix to say that their level of academic 

exposure aided their gigantic achievements in the religious sphere. It has often been said 

that people can hardly grow above what they know. Thus, it could be submitted here that 

lack of proper education could be an impediment to the growth of the ministry. 

 

Conclusion 

The discourse undertaken brought to fore certain misconstruction about intellectual 

pursuit. The age-long myth that religion and science (development of the mind) cannot co-

exist is demythologized. The life and ministry of both Peter and Paul were examined 

respectively, with major interest on their educational background and the impact it made 

on their ministry. It was discovered that education is of immense value to the propagation 

of the gospel. Apostle Paul utilized the educational exposure he had in life to accomplish 

great success in ministry. Thus, with the light shed here it is recommended that ministers 

of the gospel who are anti-intellectuals should consider having a paradigm shift and 

embrace higher education to access the advantages it promises. 
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