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Abstract 
The thrust of this study is to analyse the impacts of ethnicity on nation building in 

Nigeria, reflecting particularly on Andoni/Opobo inter-group relationship over 

the years in Eastern Niger Delta Region. The relationship of these ethnic groups 

span from the pre-colonial epoch. The work used primary and secondary sources 

of information to generate the required data for the study and the qualitative 

approach to data analysis was used in the analysis. The study revealed that 

ethnicity is an anathema to nation building vis a vis socio-economic and political 

development. During the pre-colonial era when Chief Jaja eluded Bonny with his 

Opubo house group and established Opobo Kingdom at the estuary of Imo River, 

east fringe of the Eastern Niger Delta Region, a cordial relationship was 

established between the two ethnic groups (Andoni Obolo) and (Opobo (Ibani)) in 

the area, an which fostered peaceful integration among their people and 

consequently encouraged unity, progress and socio-economic development in the 

area, as they traded in palm produce with the European traders. The study further 

revealed that during the colonial period, the structure of the political 

administrative system established in the area by the colonial masters contributed 

in fuelling ethnic consciousness among the groups. Consequently, encouraged 

ethnic rivalries which fostered disunity and unharmonious relationship in the area 

since then, and thus, retard harmonious integration among the people vis a vis 

socioeconomic development of the area. The study established that the colonial 

political administrative structure in the area favoured Opobo, hence gave them an 

edge in the politics and economic development of the area, and consequently 

midwifed the prejudice Opobo people de eloped against the Andoni people. Thus 
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laid the foundation of ethnicity in the area. This study and the ones by previous 

scholars on Eastern Niger Delta Region are geared towards preservation of 

different ethnic heritages in the area, as well as proffer solutions that will enhance 

better inter-group relations, and thus, contribute positively in the nation building 

process of Nigeria. 

 

 

Introduction 

The quest and measure for nation building process in Nigeria spanned from the colonial 

epoch (Nwabughuogu, 2004) and is a continuum. Many scholars such as Otite (1983) and 

Nwabughuogu (2004), had adduced many factors impeding on nation building efforts in 

Africa and one of such factors is ethnicity, which is the degree of conformity to one’s ethnic 

group (Cohen, 1974). 

 

There are about 250 ethnic groups that were joined together by the British colonial 

government to create a state or country called Nigeria. From the time Nigerian state was 

created till the present, majority, if not all the citizens of Nigeria tie their loyalties 

absolutely to their ethnic groups, a development that had contributed to absence of 

nationalism among Nigerian citizens toward the nation state. 

 

However, inspite of laudable efforts put forward by the colonial and post-colonial 

Nigerian governments to reduce ethnicity among her citizens, the propensity is still high, 

and had continued in fostering crises prone intergroup relations among ethnic groups and 

consequently hindering nation building process in the country.  

 

Nevertheless, this study x-rays inter-ethnic relations in Nigeria, particularly on Andoni 

and Opobo relations in Eastern Niger Delta Region of the country, from the pre-colonial, 

colonial and post-colonial eras, with the aim of identifying how their relationship overtime 

had enhance nation building process in Nigeria, with sub-title such as, introduction, 

clarification of concepts, intergroup relations and conclusion.     

 

Conceptual Clarification 

Nation building according to Nwabughuogu, (2004) is a search for nationhood, which 

involves the transformation of many separate nations into a single nationand the 

stimulation of love for that new nation state. In Nigeria, the task of nation building process 

had been a continuum since 1914 when the entity was created by the British colonial 

government for various reasons such as, administrative convenience and maximum 

economic exploitation. 
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This implies as Nwabughuogu, (2004) observed, that there were many nations that were 

forcefully merged to create the nation, Nigeria. However, efforts by different colonial and 

post-colonial governments in transforming these separate nations into a Nigerian state 

constitute the nation building process. And one of these efforts is the enhancement of 

peaceful neighbourliness and intergroup relations among these separate groups in a given 

environment. 

 

Scholars like Sheriff, M. and Sheriff, C.W. viewed intergroup relations as “a state of 

friendship or hostility, cooperation or competition, dominance or subordination, alliance 

or enmity, peace or war between two or more groups and their respective members” 

(quoted form Omolumen, 2014). They further explained group“ as a social unit consisting 

of a number of individuals who standin role and status relationships to one another and 

who poses a set of values or norm of their own to regulate their behavior towards each 

other in matters affecting them” (Omolumen, 2014). Supporting this position, Nwabueze 

sees inter-group relation as “simple or complex, conflicting or accommodating, 

cooperation, consensual; peaceful or acrimonious; intense, dense or indifferent ways that 

one group is connected or associated with another in the course of their interaction with 

each other (quoted from Ayangaor 2007). In his own part, Afigbo defined intergroup 

relations as a contact and interaction between groups each of which has an identity to make 

some inputs into the relationship, in short, each of which has some scope and area of 

autonomous action (Omolumen, 2014).The forgoing definitions therefore identifies that, 

 

i. Intergroup relation is an interaction or contact of two or more groups, 

ii. That each of the different groups are not necessarily being bind by a common 

descent but has an identity and  

iii. That the interactions can be that of cooperation leading to peace and development 

or competition leading to suspicion, hatred, dominance and violence. From these 

submissions therefore, intergroup relations is not totally characterized by these 

two interrelated variable features, conflict and violence, but also harmonious 

peaceful coexistence. 

 

Hence, group behaviour in inter-ethnic relations determine the kind of variable that play 

out in that relationship. Cohen, (1974) identified the role of interest in determining a 

variable in inter ethic relations, when he observed that; “one need not be a Marxist in order 

to recognize the fact that the earning of livelihood, the struggle for a larger share of income 

from the economic system, including the struggle for housing, higher education and other 

benefits...constitute an important variable significantly related to ethnicity. In the same 

vein, Schildkront, (1974) noted that,… when ethnic groups became primarily political 
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interest groups, cultural differences changes their meaning…political confrontations 

causes group to become structurally similar and therefore, comparable, and that this 

causes a reduction in the cultural differences between them. 

 

This in the contrary suggests that when group’s unity rests on their racial, linguistic, 

religions and cultures, in their interethnic relations, ethnicity is bound to occur. 

Nwabughuogu, (2004) had identified ethnicity as a reoccurring decimal in inter-groups 

relations in Nigeria and as one of the issues militating against efforts towards nation 

building process. As Nwabughuogu, (2004) noted that ethnicity is derived from the term 

ethnic Cohen, (1974) defined ethnic group as “a collectivity of people who (a) share some 

patterns of normative behaviour and (b) form a part of a larger population, interacting 

with people from other collectivities within the framework of a social system”. He 

however, defined ethnicity as,“the degree of conformity by members of a collectivity to 

these shared norms in the course of social interaction.” 

 

However, Cohen, (1974) in his definition of ethnicity tends to suggest, as observed by Bah, 

(2004) that in intergroup relations, ethnicity is a factor. This perhaps is because in the 

course of ethnic or groups relationship, there is this propensity of differentiation among 

the groups which generates feeling or thought about “them and us.” Schildkrout explains 

further on this when he observed that, “it is true that once ethic communities are 

differentiated, they tend to develop ‘content’ minimally providing stereotypes about how 

their members differ culturally from the members of other communities (quoted from 

Cohen, 1974). 

 

Actually, the differentiation arising from the feeling about ‘them and us’ in intergroup 

relations did not presuppose ethnicity as totally characterized by conflict as argued by 

Nnoli (Ojie,& Okaba, 2005). Further, ethnic conflicts in intergroup relations are not 

reflection of normal attributes of ethnic interactions. Mafeje explains more on this when he 

observed that; ethnicity is an ideological loaded concept which is not a natural outcome of 

ethnic existences but is all about mobilization and politicization of ethnic group identity 

drawing on those elements that mark out the groups, such as language, culture, territory, 

mode of dressing and sharing jokes (quoted from Ebefo, 2015). 

 

The foregoing therefore suggest that conflict and peaceful interactions are important 

variable characteristics of inter group relations in Nigeria, particularly among groups in 

the Eastern Niger Delta Region. Group interest is a major factor that determines the 

variable in relationships overtime. However, Falola, Mahadi, Uhomoibhi & Anyanwu, 

(1999) had noted some factors that promoted inter group relations in Nigeria as, trade, 
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diplomatic ties, management of trade routes, boundaries/ water resources and wars. On 

their parts also, Yinusa & Adeoye, (2005) had identified some attributes that causes conflict 

in intergroup relations as, incompatibility of goals regarding material resources, 

manipulation of ethnic group against others to achieve inordinate ambitions by few 

persons, promotion of a group interest and collapse of negotiation tools and diplomacy. 

Further, as noted in Mafege, these attributes that causes conflict in intergroup relations are 

not natural outcome of ethnic existence, hence, could be curtailed and possibly eliminated 

with proper negotiation tools and diplomacy arising from the groups, as they understand 

their limits and live by it for the peaceful natural outcome of ethnic existence which is sine 

qua non for nation building process. 

 

Interestingly, the relevance of issues discussed in this conceptual definitions are germane 

and will guide us, as we reflect on the nature of intergroup relations between Andoni and 

Opobo Kingdom in the Eastern Niger Delta Region and how sustainable their relationship 

had been in the face of changing socio-political and economic activities of the area over 

time, vis a vis nation building in Nigeria. 

 

Analysis of the Nature of Their Inter Group Relations 

The proto-Ijo group of the Nikio-speakers were the aborigines of Eastern Niger Delta 

Region (Horton, 1997). They occupied the area and established trade contracts with the 

hinterland communities through the Imo River, for the exchange of their sea foods and salt 

with hinterland vegetable items and other produce for their physical and also spiritual 

sustainability. It was this relationship that first showcased the knowledge of Eastern Niger 

Delta area to the people of interior hinterland communities, a development that 

contributed to the migration of many hinterland people into Eastern Niger Delta Region 

for economic advantages of the area such as in fishing economy and salt making. 

Nzewunwa, (1980) had noted the economic importance of salt and how it had been a staple 

commodity for inter- group trade in Nigeria. 

 

However, it is unknown if the Obolo speaking group that settled at the mouth of Cross 

River from Urombi, had knowledge of Eastern Niger Delta area from a contact with the 

proto-Ijo inhabitants before their incursion into the area. Jeffreys,(1931) and Eneyo, (1991) 

narrated Obolo migration from Benin into Eastern Delta Region and then into Urombi in 

Cameroon, and later back into Eastern Niger Delta Region through the mouth of Cross 

River, an area where some of the Obolo groups also settled. Perhaps, these chains of 

migrations gave the Obolo group the knowledge of Eastern Niger Delta. However, 

Ejituwu, (1991) rejected the Benin migration account of the Obolo people and settled for 

Urombi migration. 
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The incursion of Obolo speakers into Eastern Niger Delta, established their contacts with 

Ijo aborigines of the area. According to Horton, (1997) the incursion of these Andoni group 

into Eastern Niger Delta, pushed the Ijo aborigines from the fringe inward of the area and 

their consequent dispersion and establishment of Ijo-Nkoro speakers, Ijo-Kalabari 

speakers, Ijo-Ibani speakers and Ijo-Okrika speakers. Horton, (1997) further suggested that, 

some Ijo aborigines that didn’t leave the fringe with others, were assimilated by the Obolo 

speakers (Andoni) and they founded Andoni communities such as Asarama, Alabie 

among others. 

 

However, Jeffereys, (1931) and Eneyo, (1991) suggested that Andoni group in Eastern 

Niger Delta are made up of many communities that were autonomous and Ejituwu, (1991) 

also observed that the Andoni communities established the fishing economy as their main 

stay. This development encouraged trade relationship between them and the Ijo 

communities of Eastern Niger Delta, and some hinterland communities, such as the Ogoni 

and Ibibio people. Furthermore, Dike, (1956) suggested that the contacts of these Ijo 

communities of Eastern Niger Delta with the Europeans, especially the supercargoes, 

increased their contacts with the hinterland people and consequently had a positive 

demographic impact on the area as well as economic and territorial expansion. 

 

The territorial expansion which occurred in Eastern Niger Delta within the period of 

European contact in the area resulted into among other wars, inter-ethnic wars, 

particularly between the Ibani people and some Andoni communities (Dike, 1956 and 

Eneyo, 1991). Dike, (1956) and Jones, (1963) recorded different wars between Andoni 

communities and Ibani people (Bonny is English corruption of Ibani). Interestingly, this 

was the nature of inter-group relations between Bonny and the Andoni people when Jaja 

Annie Pepple became the Head Chief of Opubo Annie Pepple group of War Canoe Houses. 

 

Chief Jaja Annie Pepple opened a new vista in Bonny relationship with the Andoni 

neighbouring communities. As the Head Chief of Opubo group of houses, he toured many 

neighbouring and some hinterland communities, especially those that had economic 

related contact with Bonny; like trade routes, markets and traders. He familiarized himself 

with them and started diplomatic ties for peaceful co-existence. It was this peaceful 

coexistence he established with the neighbouring Andoni communities that paved the way 

for his negotiation with some Andioni elders for a right of way through their River into 

their present settlement (Ejituwu, 1991 and Oko-Jaja, 2020). When Chief Jaja led members 

of his Opubo group of houses out of Bonny, they temporarily settled at Nkoro and some 

Andoni communities (Ejituwu, 1991 and Oko-Jaja, 2020). According to Cookey, (1974) Jaja 

on transit to establish Opobo, entered into an oath relationship with Andoni elders at 
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Alabie, a development of a transcendental tie for a harmonious relations between the two 

groups. Alagoa, (1970) also observed that Jaja  entered into similar relationship with King 

Kpokpo of Nkoro, who harboured him and many of his people at a place known as Olom 

Nkoro, there they stayed and gradually established at Opobo in 1870. 

 

The harmonious relations that Jaja diplomatically established with the neighboring 

communities paved way for the peaceful establishment of Opobo kingdom at the east 

fringe of Eastern Niger Delta. The sustainability of the peaceful relations between Opobo 

and Andoni people throughout the pre-colonial era in Eastern Niger Delta boosted the 

socio-economic and political developments of these two groups. The relationship between 

these two group and the Europeans in Eastern Niger Delta, favoured the people of Opobo 

in the area of trade and western civilization and consequently, the economic and political 

system established by the colonial government in the area. This development sowed the 

seed of ethnicity between the two groups and in-turn nurtured conflict/unharmonious 

relationships which had contributed in the plummeted economy and political 

development of the two groups till date.  

 

Socio-Economic and Political Relations 

The east fringe of Eastern Niger Delta was first occupied by the proto-Ijo group of Nikio 

speakers. It was the incursion of Andoni (Obolo) group into the area from the mouth of 

cross River that contributed to west and north movement of these proto-Ijo group and 

consequent establishment of Ijo speaking groups of Nkoro, Kalabari, Ibani and Okrika 

(Oko-Jaja 2020). The Andoni group occupied a reasonable part of the area as they 

assimilated some proto-Ijo groups that remained in their ancestral land. The Andoni group 

was pre-occupied with the fishing economy of the area, which formed the basis of their 

inter-group relations with neighbouring communities. In the same vein, the Ijo-Ibani 

speakers continued the existing trade relations with the hinterland people initiated by their 

patriarch founders, the first inhabitants of the Eastern Niger Delta, through the Imo River 

estuary, that is part of the area Opobo (Ibani) presently occupied. It was this trade relations 

with the interior hinterland people by the proto-Ijo Ibani speakers, who first settled at the 

Okolomatoru area, that provided the leeway for the migration of some Ijo Ndoki people 

into the Eastern Niger Delta in about the 14th century and by the 15th century they 

contributed in the establishment of grand Bonny Kingdom through the development of 

kingship and other basic structures (Alogoa, 1976 and Horton, 1997). 

 

The migration of the Ijo Ndoki group into Eastern Niger Delta, their contributions to the 

establishment of grand Bonny Kingdom and Bonny contact with the Europeans, 

transformed the socio-political and economic activities of the area. The slave trade 
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transaction which the European merchants introduced to Eastern Niger Delta 

revolutionized the trade relations between the people of Bonny and the hinterland people. 

Consequently, this activity soared the population of Bonny kingdom as many slaves were 

adopted and integrated into Bonny society (Dike, 1956). The European slave trade lasted 

for centuries and within the period, Bonny had attained the city state status, with the house 

system in the formation stage from the Duawari system. 

 

However, in about the second quarter of 19th century, Bonny economic mainstay shifted to 

the palm oil trade which the European merchants again introduced following the abolition 

of slave trade by many European governments, particularly Britain in 1807 and in their 

British West Africa in 1833. According to Alagoa (1980), the palm oil trade was capital 

intensive and required serious manpower to carry on effectively on the palm produce 

transaction as middlemen. The European merchants provided the capital through a 

financial system known as “trust” (Dike, 1956), a development that paved way for the 

acquisition of many domestic slaves and effective participation in the trade by Bonny 

traders. The increased number of domestic slaves in Bonny, soared the population of the 

kingdom as well contributed in the formation of the house system (Dike, 1956). The house 

system increased the competition on the trade among Bonny traders. This eventually led 

to economic enrichment of some houses, vis a vis establishment of more houses, and the 

moribund state of others, who were left with no choice but to align with any of the 

prosperous houses to survive or fissile into oblivion.       

 

Interestingly, this situation created economically powerful personalities as well as 

powerful War Canoe Houses that metamorphosed into group of War Canoe Houses in the 

city state. Consequently, the economic tussle between the powerful houses degenerated 

into the political arena of the kingdom after the transmigration of King Opubo Annie 

Pepple in 1830 (Finapiri, 2001), and contributed in the fratricidal crises witnessed in the 

city state in the 19th century. However, to put an end to the crises and continue the 

domination on palm oil trade, Chief Jaja, shortly after his enthronement as Head Chief of 

Opubo group of War Canoe Houses, and the discovery of the possibility of re-opening 

trade with the European merchants at the strategic location of east fringe of Eastern Delta, 

quickly eluded Bonny with members of Opubo group of Houses and settled at the estuary 

of Imo River area. 

 

The establishment of a section of Ibani people in the east fringe under the leadership of 

Chief Jaja (later King  Jaja) with the name Opubo Ama, corrupted to Opobo town, 

revolutionized the area, as they immediately opened trade with the European merchants 

at Opobo River in January 1870 (Oko-Jaja, 2020). The commencement of palm oil trade on 
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Opobo River opened a robust chapter in Opobo/Andoni inter-group relations in the area 

of trade promotion, markets and traders, diplomacy and war. However, Opobo’s strong 

participation in the trade, resulted in the acquisition of many domestic slaves, which in-

turn, contributed to population increase and geographical expansion (Oko-Jaja, 2020). 

Furthermore, Opobo expansion on palm oil trade encouraged some Andoni communities 

to permanently settle at the east fringe. According to Jaja, (1991) Andoni communities 

never established a permanent settlement at the east fringe close to the mouth of Imo River 

before the establishment of Opobo in that area. Rather, they only established a temporary 

settlement like other groups such as Nkoro and Ibibio in the nature of fishing expedition. 

The establishment of Ikuru, an Andoni community at the east fringe, made possible the 

propinquity of these two groups and encouraged a stronger trade and diplomatic relations. 

 

Andoni’s specialization on fishing economic activities contributed greatly in paralyzing 

Opobo’s interest in fishing economy as they depended hugely on Andoni people for the 

supply of fish and other see foods, while they specialized in the middle man activities in 

the palm oil trade between the hinterland producers and the European buyers at the coast 

(Ejituwu, 1991 and Oko-Jaja, 2014). Opobo specialization in palm oil trading activities 

exposed them well to the socio-economic activities of the interior hinterland communities 

as well as European civilization. However, according to Ejituwu, (1991) and Cookey, (1974) 

some group of Andoni people, especially those from Ikuru community participated in the 

palm oil trade through the assistance of Opobo traders. They passed through Opobo 

traders to sell their oil to the European merchants at Opobo River and also learnt the secret 

of the oil business from Opobo traders as apprentices in different War Canoe Houses. 

However, Ejituwu, (1976) assertion that “… Jaja’s personality and justices, also attracted 

some Obolo and stimulated their interest in commerce, drawing in Obolochiefs like Ikut 

of Agarongo and Ogboro Aron of Ngo…”, illuminates further on this claim. As observed 

in many Opobo hinterland trading communities, Opobo Chiefs utilized marital 

engagement in furthering their relations with the Andoni group. According to Ejituwu, 

(1976) Jaja married Soba from Agarogo and established in her honour a plantation, three 

miles away from her Andoni community, named Ozuefere Jaja but the area is known to 

Andoni people as “uko-efek.” This development however contributed in enhancing 

Opobo-Andoni relations so much so that, they were at each other’s assistance Ejituwu 

(1976) further observed Ikut (an Andoni man) assisted the people of Opobo to recover the 

corpse of chief Ebe Cockeye Brown who drowned at minimafe and Jaja praised him by 

saying, “Ngu belebele, mbapa belea”, meaning “while all had sunk like the pot, Ikut had 

floated like the calabash.” However, Opobo tradition added that when Chief Ede (Ebe) 

Cockeye Brown drowned at minimafe during a war canoe gig parade, recovering his 

corpse was difficult and King Jaja placed a bounty of a War Canoe House to whoever that 
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recovered the corpse, Ikuru (Ikut) recovered the corpse and Jaja fulfilled his pledge by 

establishing a War Canoe House for chief Ikuru in his Andoni community, and that is the 

only Andoni community with a War Canoe House status. According to Iyowuna Jaja who 

interviewed Ukama of Ikuru town in 2020, said that the paraphernalia of the War Canoe 

House is still visible at Ikuru. 

 

On establishing trade contact with the European merchants at Opobo River, Jaja and his 

Chiefs enhanced the trade through establishing monopoly over the trade in Opobo River 

and the communities in the QuaIbo areas that was rich in palm produce. According to 

Cookey, (1974) Opobo Chiefs used means such as peace, diplomacy and war to achieve 

and sustained their monopoly on palm oil trade with the people of the Qua Ibo areas. One 

of the communities in this area that experienced Opobo bombardment was Ibeno. 

According to Enemugwem, (2009) Ibeno is an Andoni (Obolo) community in the Qua Ibo 

area and Opobo bombardment of the community caused a crack in Opobo Andoni 

relations though their rift was diplomatically resolved. According to Cookey (1974), Ibeno 

bombardment in 1881 enhanced sanity and Opobo overwhelming control of the palm oil 

trade in that area, as well as Ibeno submission to Opobo monopoly of the palm produce at 

the time. 

 

The Ibeno saga was another failed attempt by some British merchants to achieve their 

inordinate ambition to penetrate into the hinterland markets (Ejituwu, 1991).However, this 

time, the British traders with the help of Consul Hewett, who had scores to settle with King 

Jaja (Epelle, 1970) manipulated the Ibeno crisis against Opobo monopoly of the trade. Thus, 

laid foundation for British supercargoes’ penetration into the hinterland markets, and the 

consequent crises that led to the kidnap and exile of King Jaja and British colonization of 

Opobo. 

 

With the colonization of Opobo and other Eastern Delta communities, British 

administrative and economic system introduced by the colonial government favoured the 

Opobo people, much more than others particularly their Andoni neighbours. 

Consequently, the British government opened trade in Opobo River to all nationals and 

constituted a Governing-Council made up of Europeans and Opobo Chiefs as members, 

with the aim of overseeing Opobo affairs. Later, Opobo vice-Consulate was established 

following proclamation of Opobo River as a Consular District in 1887 (Epelle, 1970:14), 

hence, Opobo had a separate administrative unit under the Oil River protectorate covering 

Calabar to Warri, with its headquarters at Norah beach, Opobo Island established by King 

Jaja for settlement of European traders. By 1901 a Native Council was established in Opobo 
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and named Chief Cookey-Gam as president who hitherto was British political agent in 

Opobo Rivers. 

 

Interestingly, the Opobo Native Council covered Andoni area, including Ngo Native sub-

Court. By 1923 the Ngo Native sub-Court was closed and its members had the right to sit 

on the bench at Opobo Town Native Court (Oko-Jaja, 2020).  The liberalization of trade on 

Opobo River by the British colonial government gave room for direct transaction of trade 

between Opobo neighbours and the European merchants. However, these Opobo 

neighbours such as Andoni and Ibibio traders, came to Opobo River to sell their goods to 

the European merchants, a development that contributed to the increase of trade 

transactions in the River, consequently providing the ground for Opobo recipient of the 

highest subsidy amount of 500 pounds in the whole of the protectorate (Epelle, 1970:17) 

This gesture put more money in the hands of Opobo Chiefs/traders and contributed to 

their favourable competition over the trade in the hinterland markets and inturn, helped 

in the increase of socio-economic and political development of the kingdom compared to 

her neighbouring communities. 

 

Interestingly, the Ngo Native sub-court, served as a modern political rallying point for the 

Andoni group, under the leadership of Chief Erefokuma Aro, and consequently gave rise 

to Andoni nationalism, a development that midwivedthe seed of ethnicity. However, this 

ethnic consciousness by the Andoni communities contributed to their suit, filed against 

Opobo Chiefs in the court in 1923 claiming title to and ownership of the lands at which 

Opobo town and the satellites (Queens town, Kalaama and Kalaibiama) are sited (Epelle, 

1970:25). According to a memorandum dated 2nd December, 1930 from resident Calabar 

providence to the honorable secretary, southern province, it was made clear that not all 

the Andoni communities agreed on the land litigation against Opobo. This development 

suggests that those Andoni communities closer to Opobo at the east, had more contacts 

with the people of Opobo which was more cordial than the other communities at the west. 

However, the litigation opened a new chapter of ethnicity between the two groups, as 

Andoni group made stronger case for Andoni clan court. Furthermore, the establishment 

of Andoni clan court in the 1930s practically ended Opobo political influence over Andoni 

group, though it did not disrupt their economic relationship especially with those 

communities in the east. 

 

The Supreme Court judgment on the land case between the two groups did not give a clear 

delineation of the boundaries between the different Opobo communities and Andoni 

communities. Ogbeide and Fatile, (1998) had noted that, lack of proper boundary 

delineation is one major causes of inter-ethnic crises in Nigeria. This is not an exception in 
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the case of Andoni-Opobo relations. Boundary crises is one major problem that is fueling 

ethnic rivalry between Opobo and Andoni till date. The ethnic consciousness among these 

two groups fuelled by the land disputes had caused more harm in their relationship. The 

many years of Andoni under the political influence of Opobo, had created a sense of 

superiority in Opobo people against their Andoni neighbor, the land dispute contributed 

to the prejudice and the consequent stereotype Opobo people developed against Andoni 

people, with the appellation “Nkpokoro Nwa idoni”, meaning “a common Andoni 

person”, a development that had subsisted in the mind of average Opobo person and 

contributed in fuelling ethnicity among the two groups, consequently creating ethnic 

tension and rivalry in the area. The ethnic tension is noticeable in the area of political 

domination among these groups. Nwabughuogu observed that, ethnicity is promoted and 

sustained by the educated elites who also are its beneficiaries Ethnicity in Opobo-Andoni 

relations is being sustained by the elites for their own selfish gain, especially for the 

political contestation in the area. 

 

Since the introduction of universal suffrage in the political contestation in Nigeria, 

especially in the post-colonial period, the Andoni group with their numerical strength is 

relatively outshining Opobo, a fact they are doggedly fighting to sustain.  However, their 

quest to sustain their numerical strength ahead of Opobo had resulted in land grabs with 

consequent crisis such as, the 1991 census crisis that resulted in the burning of Opobo 

satellite communities (Down Below fishing port and Abazibie Jaja) by Andoni youths, as 

well as incessant attacks on other Opobo satellites communities like Iwoama John Tom-

Brown (Ozu Cornelius), Ozu Efere Jaja, Ekere-borokiri and among others. These crisis 

orchestrated by land grabbing efforts had rendered many Opobo satellite communities 

desolate and undeveloped   due to fear of uncertainty. Regrettably, Down Below that was 

booming as a fishing port with a cosmopolitan nature, infrastructural development and 

employment centre to many youths, was decimated completely till date. Also, the Down 

Below saga heightened the ethnic tension among the two groups, thus, caused many 

Andoni people resident in Opobo areas particularly those schooling and teaching in 

Comprehensive Secondary School Opobo town to flee and same to Opobo people in 

Andoni areas, particularly those working in their council secretariat at Ngo, a reason that 

strengthened the resolve of Opobo people for a separate Local Government Area. As 

anticipated, Opobo/Nkorowas created from the Andoni/Opobo Local Government Area in 

1996 with headquarters at Opobo Town. 

 

Furthermore, the agitation by Opobo people for a separate Local Government Area was 

greeted with severe resistance from Andoni neighbhours, the reasons for this development 

is unknown but according to Ogolo, (2012) the Andoni people did not want the creation of 
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a separate Opobo Local Government rather the creation of three Andoni Local 

Government Areas which Opobo will be part of because for them, Opobo is part of Andoni 

territories. However, the demand for three Andoni Local Government and the claim that 

Opobo is part of Andoni territories added to the ethnicity build up among the two groups, 

thus, deteriorated their relationship and inculcated the spirit of indifference of one group 

towards the other. These facts inturnushered in a cold war atmosphere that had been 

sustained between the groups till date. 

 

Nwabughuogu, (2004) noted that ethnicity is one major problem of nation building in 

Nigeria, the study of Andoni-Opobo inter group relations supports the position of this 

study as noted in the later parts of the colonial time till this post-colonial period. However, 

there can’t be a meaningful sustainable nation building effort in Nigeria where ethnic 

groups are relating in a cold war disposition. So, an all-encompassing efforts should be 

projected by Nigerian governments as Jaja, Osai & Ogoloma, (2017) noted in their multi-

track approach to peace, which include governments, non-governmental peacemaking 

professionals, private citizens, religious bodies, etc in ensuring peace among ethnic 

groups, aimed at enhancing peaceful inter-group relations, a panacea for socio-economic 

and political development vis a vis nation building in Nigeria. 

 

Conclusion 

Opobo and Andoni nationalities are neighbours in the Eastern Niger Delta Region. Opobo 

is an Ijo ethnic group, while Andoni is not, though when Andoni migrated into the Eastern 

Niger Delta area, they assimilated some Ijo inhabitants of the area, which inturn, impacted 

on their language cognacy rate, but more cognacy with Ibibio, a part of the Delta-cross, the 

language family to which Andoni (Obolo) belongs (Horton, 1997, Eneyo, 1991). As noted 

a proto-ijo group, that later founded many of the Eastern Niger Delta Ijo communities, first 

inhabited the Eastern Niger Delta region before the coming of the Andoni group from the 

mouth of the cross-river into Eastern Delta. The Andoni group as well as Ijo-Nkoro and 

the Ibibio group had traversed east fringe of Eastern Delta for fishing expeditions before 

the permanent settlement of a section of Ibani group (Opobo) in the area, a development 

that made some writers erroneously claimed that Opobo settled at Andoni territory. 

However, this claim and other factors contributed to Andoni sentiment and disparaging 

attitude towards Opobo, as well, enhanced the Andoni nationalism, and the litigation 

against Opobo. 

 

The loss of Andoni claim of ownership of the territories Opobo occupied in the court and 

lack of proper boundary delineation contributed to the boundary crises among the groups 

and consequently heightened ethnic conflagration that endangered their peaceful 
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coexistence and fruitful intergroup relations. Like many studies such as, Ogbeide& Fatile, 

(1998) observed, the danger of boundary delineation to peaceful intergroup relations 

among communities in Nigeria, Opobo-Andoni relations is bedeviled currently, mainly by 

boundary crises and which if solved will go a long way in restoring peaceful atmosphere 

that will enhance cordial inter group relations, socio-economic and political development 

of the area, vis a vis nation building process in Nigeria.        
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