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Abstract 
This paper examined how in the South East region of Nigeria, the Governors were 

worried and challenged by worsening insecurity to established a joint security 

outfit code named “ Ebube Agu” on Sunday April 11 2021,  This was disclosed by 

the chairman of South East Forum and Governor of Ebonyi state , Dave Umahi, 

after a security summit in Owerri, Imo state. The meeting was attended by 

stakeholders including Security Chiefs and President General of Ohanaeze 

Ndigbo, professor George Obiozor. The establishment of “ Ebube Agu” security 

outfit was part of efforts to tackle insecurity in the South East  region.   

Unfortunately, the Indigenous People of Biafira (IPOB) rejected the new security 

network, says anyone joining “Ebube Agu” to spy on Eastern Security Network 

(ESN) should be prepared to meet his ancestors. Hence, the situation put the South 

East governors, Indigenous People of Biafra on collision course over “Ebube Agu”. 

Meanwhile, Civil Society Organizations (CSOS) backed the establishment of 

regional security networks across Nigeria to provide cover for defenceless 

Nigerians.  They, however, cautioned governors not to use regional security corps 

to oppressed perceived enemies and gag voice of citizens that will lead to abuse in 

operation. The study adopted the descriptive design. It drew upon primary and 

secondary sources. Primary source include oral information and testimonies. 

Newspapers and magazines reports were also used together with official records 

in government publications. Secondary sources include relevant books. The 

researcher makes use of direct observation method; all the information consulted 

was subjected to proper historical evaluation. 

 

Keywords: Insecurity, Ebube Agu security outfit, c, creation hallenges, South East region, 

Nigeria. 
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Introduction 

Disturbed and frightened by the deterioration and retrogression of insecurity in Igboland, 

governors of the South East geo-political zone on Sunday April 11, 2021, announced the 

establishment of a joint security outfit, codenamed “Ebube Agu”. This was revealed by the 

chairman of the South East Governors Forum and governor of Ebonyi State, Dave Umahi, 

after a security summit in Owerri, Imo state. The meeting was attended by stakeholders, 

including security chiefs and president general of Ohanaeze, Professor George Obiozor 

(2021). Governor Umahi (2021) who addressed journalists on behalf of his colleagues said 

the establishment of the “Ebube Agu” security outfit was part of efforts to tackle insecurity 

in the South East. Thus, the political leadership in the South East has resolved to bring 

together all the arsenal of their command, as one united zone to fight and flush out 

criminals and terrorist from the zone (Uzoaru, 2021). 

 

It was important to note that the summit resolved to form the “Ebube Agu” and believe 

that, it will achieve their goal of fighting insecurity in the South East zone, there was a need 

to galvanised, inspired, and spured all the relevant stakeholders in the South East, the 

political class, the business community, the bureaucrats and the intelligentsia to provide 

all necessary support to security operative in the five South East states to ensure total 

success in the fight against criminality in the zone. 

(1) The aim of “Ebube Agu” security outfit was to ensure that the following goals 

were achieved by their head or coordinator, in the person of chairman of the South 

East security committee, General Obi Umahi (rted), the heads of all the security 

agencies in the South East had resolved to exchange intelligence in an effective 

new order that will help to checkmate crime in the region. 

(2)  To fast track crime-busting in the South East, the heads of security agencies was 

mandated to draw up a comprehensive list of their logistics and material needs for 

sustainable success in the fight against criminality, for the immediate provision by 

the leadership of the South East. 

 

The Owerri meeting resolved to maintain a joint security vigilante for the South East 

otherwise known as “Ebube Agu” with headquarters located at Enugu to coordinate the 

South East vigilante. To further strengthened the “Ebube Agu” security network in the 

South East zone, the Abia state governor, Okezie Ikpeazu (2021) explained that the new 

security outfit will be backed by the law, saying the Houses of Assembles in the region are 

working to give it a legal backing and teeth, so that it would not be like a toothless bull 
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dog that can bark but cannot bite. But unfortunately, the South East governors and the 

Indigenous People of Biafra (IPOB) were be on a collision course over “Ebube Agu”, as the 

later rejected the new security outfit codenamed “Ebube Agu”, by the former. In the 

process, IPOB warned Igbo youths to keep their distance from “Ebube Agu”, if its motives 

is to spy on the pro-Biafra groups. On the other side of the story, Ralph Uwazuruike (2021), 

founder of the movement for the Actualisation of Soverign State of Biafra (MASSOB), 

threw his weight behind “Ebube Agu” saying the Eastern Security Network (ESN), 

launched by IPOB remains a “social media network” that has noform of recognition. 

Uwazuruike (2021) said only South East governors have powers to establish a security 

outfit for the region.  Promoters of “Ebube Agu” strongly believe with the high level of 

insecurity in the South East zone that has steadily snow balled into the hydra-headed 

monster that it has grown to be, the formation of Ebube Agu is justifiable, acceptable, and 

defencible. As this is the right time to do the needful to protect “Ndigbo”. The 

establishment of Ebube Agu was proper, reasonable, right and well founded because the 

security of the people is the priority of the South-East governors. “Ebube Agu” security 

network will protect the people and make the South East safe for investment. But critics 

continue to argue that the formation of “Ebube Agu” without huge financial budget to 

support the security outfit from the governors of the South East makes the project “talking 

workshop” and “a toothless bull dog that can bark but cannot bite”. 

 

Meanwhile, Ebube Agu was formed as a result of the heightening insecurity that played 

out in the South East and Nigeria at large. It was a security outfit formed to respond to 

urgent security threat in the South East. According to Obi Umahi (2021) Ebube Agu 

Coordinator in the South East region, there will be Ebube Agu in each of the states with a 

command and control centre that will help to share information, acquire some security 

assets as may be permitted by the federal government. Such assets may be difficult to get 

financially speaking but when the five states come together they will be able to acquire 

them. Ebube Agu will operate as a team, the vigilante in Enugu state could support that of 

Ebonyi and that of Ebonyi could support that of Abia etc. and should there be any need 

for such support, the central body will be in-charge of awareness, information sharing, 

managing the alarm system which the governors have agreed it will be located at Enugu. 

 

The need for Ebube Agu Security Network in the South-East Geo-political zone 

It is unfortunate to note that insecurity in the South-East geo-political zone started like a 

fairy tale and gradually metamorphosed, transfigured and translated into the hydra-

headed monster that has grown to challenge the people of the South-East. The rampaging 

criminals in the zone have kept operating under different umbrella gangs, squads and 
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mops like, killer herdsmen, Boko Haram, cultism, banditry, armed robbers, kidnapping, 

insurgency invaders, islamization agenda and a lot more. 

 

The common denominator of their modus oprandi is attacking innocent law abiding 

citizens. Many Igbo people have died in the ugly operation of these deadly invaders, 

aggressors, attackers, intruders, ruthless trespassers, rapers and kidnappers. The 

immediate families of the lucky ones, who lived to tell their stories, have been forced to 

part with varying sums of their hard earned money as ransom to get freedom from their 

abductors. The need for “Ebube Agu” in the South East is justifiable, understandable, right 

and well founded. This is because in the recent history of the South East, the highways, 

private homes, schools, community farmlands and the forest remain unsafe. Women are 

raped, mothers and fathers are killed and kidnapped and the young men and women can 

no longer go to farm or to the forest to hunt because of the fear of insecurity. Nobody 

knows whose turn it is going to be tomorrow. Criminals have no respect for women, 

children and the aged. Even religious leaders, priest and worshippers are brutally 

murdered, a case in point was in Ngbo clan, Ebonyi state, Nimbo clan Nsukka, Enugu state 

and Ozubulu, Anambra state, where people were murdered. It is also important to note 

that the formation of Operation Amotekun security outfit to fight criminality and crime in 

the South West zone spurred the people also and led to the establishment of “Ebube Agu” 

to fight criminal elements in the South East region. Moreso, the deafening calls for 

restructuring Nigeria urgently also justified the birth of “Ebube Agu” to fight crime in the 

region. Each of the states in the South East zone will have their “Ebube Agu” structured in 

a way that will enable quick mobilization, deployments and operations. 

 

Challenges facing the creation of “Ebube Agu” security Network 

The formation of “Ebube Agu” was done hastily. The South East governors were slow to 

quicken their various Houses of Assemblies to enact laws to establish the security outfit in 

their areas of jurisdiction. Sadly, when the North East and North West were forming their 

own Sharia Police they did not consult anyone to help them fight criminality and crime in 

the North. Meanwhile, the reluctant of the South-East governors to form a regional security 

network provoked the IPOB to form the Eastern Security Network (ESN) to fight 

criminality and crime in the East. The reluctant of the South East governors to also form 

“Ebube Agu” long before now was because none of them wanted to offend President 

Muhammadu Buhari, from Fulani ethnic group. It was alleged that they all wanted to play 

the second fiddle in the 2023 general elections, as some also wanted to play into the game 

of Nigerian president of Igbo extraction in 2023. They believe speaking truth to power in 

defence of the poor masses may distort their drive to secure power; so it was better to down 

play the security of life and property in the South East. Therefore, South East before “Ebube 
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Agu” formation witnessed how cows roamed everywhere unhindered, including the 

farmlands. Reports of kidnappings, deaths, injuries and rape, linked to killer herdsmen, 

kept coming from farming communities. People hardly heard about arrests and 

prosecution of culprits. People’s anger especially that of IPOB members hit the roof, the 

vice of the killer herdsmen could not be uncovered by the authorities that were meant to 

protect the people. The governors were desperate to be in the good books of the Buhari 

administration. The consequence was that the governors became weak, passive and lacks 

the political will to protect the indigenous farming communities and their forest reserve. 

The negative end result is that South East farmers were being maimed and their farmlands 

destroyed. This unenviable scenario remained until IPOB formed the Eastern Security 

Network, ESN to protect farmlands and forest in the South East. (Chidi Nkwopara, 2021). 

It was unfortunate to note that as insecurity of life and property continued to deteriorate 

in the South East as result of bad leadership that does not think of the well-being of Ndigbo 

at heart. “Unknown gunmen” and “unknown bandits” assumed a larger than life 

reckoning in the nation’s security lexicon. In a surprise attack, Ebonyi state was badly hit 

by these unknown gunmen. Precious lives were lost. Next to be given a dose of the 

unknown gunmen treatment, was Imo state, the state Headquarters of the Owerri 

correctional facility was broken opened and freed many prisoners and utility vehicles were 

burnt. 

 

Furthermore, the same unknown gunmen destroyed the State Police Command 

Headquarters, Owerri. This catastrophe, fiasco and upheaval sent a blow of fear, down the 

spines of the South East Governors, which urgently called a security meeting, which Imo 

state governor, Hope Uzodima hosted and was attended by all the governors, president of 

Ohanaeze Ndigbo, Commissioner of Police and all the heads of security agencies operating 

in the geo-political zone. A communiqué was issued thereafter, it included, but not limited 

to the formation of joint security outfit called “Ebube Agu”, as well as the banning of open 

grazing and plea for peaceful co-existence of farmers and herders. (Chidi Nkwopara, 2021). 

For many observers the formation of “Ebube Agu” as a new security outfit for the people 

of South East came more of an impressionistic, naive, responsive and vulnerability 

approach to a very bad situation on ground. It came behind schedule as the people long 

expected it to salvage their deplorable condition from bandits and killer herdsmen attacks. 

But the South East governors were unwilling to form a security outfit when it matters must, 

they were only forced to establish “Ebube Agu” security network to cover up their 

weakness, involuntary service, lope holes and pretence for not protecting their fatherland 

willingly from invaders, not until IPOB formed the eastern security network as a child of 

destiny to fight insecurity in Igboland. This was when the governors and Ohanaeze wake 

up from their slumber and sleep to now form “Ebube Agu” out of shame, denial, 



South-South Journal of Humanities and international Studies                      Vol.4 No. 2 June, 2021 
 

Issues and challenges facing the creation of Ebube Agu Security outfit in the South East Region of Nigeria. 176 

contradiction and negation to response to the South East urgent need of home grown local 

security, driven by the passion to protect Ndigbo from their perceived invaders. 

This corroboration of the South East governors to form “Ebube Agu” was long overdue, 

but the denial and negation to come up with the peoples security at the grassroots to serve 

as an information gatherer to compliment the role of the police portrayed them as weak, 

helpless, cowardly, defenceless, toothless, powerless, and weak-hearted governors and 

leaders in Igboland. Whereas “Ebube Agu” was supposed to be the watch dog, house dog 

and guard dog that protect and monitor intruders into the South East. 

 

For many observers and watchers who lookout, they desired the South East governors that 

are watchful and observant to protect Ndigbo, not to form the likes of “Ebube Agu” that 

was behind the times and behind the back the people that portray the governors as 

deceitful and treacherous. “Ebube Agu” was a wonderful idea and conceptualisation to 

protect the people from criminality and crime in the South East zone but its timing factor 

was ill-provided as the governors provided it late and behind hand to the people to fight 

their invaders. Behold, the South Easterners had no choice than to hold onto the safety 

device of the IPOB who formed the Eastern Security Network in provident to protect the 

farmlands and forest of the region from invaders and killer herdsmen. Thus the people 

were obliged and bound to be indebted, grateful and thankful to IPOB, ESN, and not the 

governors and Ohanaeze Ndigbo who came slow, late and behind the time to rescue them 

from their abductors and invaders (Anayo Okoli, 2021). 

 

As a challenge to the formation of “Ebube Agu” IPOB in a statement by its media and 

publicity secretary, Emma Powerful (2021) he reflected on the Ebube Agu security outfit, 

saying “the establishment of another security outfit in the South East is unnecessary”. IPOB 

said the Eastern Security Network (ESN) set up in December, 2020 by its leader Mazi 

Nnamdi Kanu, is enough and already living up to expectations. According to IPOB, “the 

action of the governors was rather belated and suspicious”. The statement read: “How can 

you launch a security outfit without first assembling the personnel and equipping them? 

When Amotekun was formed, personnel and their equipment were handy. When our 

leader Nnamdi Kanu floated the gallant Eastern Security Network (ESN), the men were on 

the ground. “How then did South East governors announce a security outfit without any 

personnel or were they under any pressure to hurriedly make the announcement after 

years of foot dragging and deceit”.  The challenges facing the “Ebube Agu” security outfit 

is that, the South East governors set up the outfit probably to fulfil all righteousness or to 

spy on the ESN to carry favour from their slave masters. IPOB warned of bitter 

consequences for any one joining “Ebube Agu” with the intension to spy on ESN. For 
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IPOB, the protection of Biafrans is their priority even in the farmlands and in the forest. 

They are prepared to sacrifice anything to achieve it. (Anayo Okoli, 2021).  

Furthermore, some of the monumental problems and challenges facing Ebube Agu 

security network was that the World Igbo Congress (WIC) rejected South East governors 

formation of Ebube Agu as an alternative regional security outfit. The group rather, urged 

the governors to support the Eastern Security Network (ESN). The WIC believe (ESN) will 

serve the people patriotically than “Ebube Agu”. This challenge came as the Indigenous 

People of Biafra (IPOB), raised the alarm, that South East governors in collaboration with 

Ohanaeze Ndigbo and some treacherous traditional rulers and the President General of 

some communities, are compiling names of suspected operatives of the Eastern Security 

Network (ESN) as well as IPOB members and supporters for persecution.  This is even as 

Ohanaeze Ndigbo leadership has warned that military deployment to the South East zone 

may lead to the breakup of Nigeria. Similarly, chairman of the Board of Directors, World 

Igbo Congress, Prof. Anthony Ejiofor and members of the Executive of the group, in a 

statement said ‘they rejected “Ebube Agu” security outfit because it is a duplication of 

function. The group said that its decision was reached as it became clear that they key 

security officers of the ethnic group that wants to see to the annihilation of the Igbo race 

were involved in the meeting with the South East governors. 

 

Furthermore, the group questioned and wondered, “How do you expect Fulani security 

officers whose kiths and kins are the herdsmen to plan the security of the South East?” Our 

tormentors cannot protect us from planned annihilation. Governors should beware of the 

Trojan Horse! The leaders of World Igbo Congress (WIC) insisted that the governors 

impromptu behaviour was a mitigating effort against Igbo plan to protect themselves, 

noting that it can only support a genuine interest to the security of lives and properties in 

Igboland which should be an Igbo project. WIC further insist that homeland protection 

should be an Igbo affair. Many Igbos are also disturbed why the government security 

agencies in Nigeria have failed to prosecute captured Fulani bandits, with this behaviour 

they have not shown fairness and justice to the nation. This negatively affects the strength 

of Ebube Agu to fight crime in the South East. 

 

Another monumental difficulties and problems facing the establishment of Ebube Agu 

security outfit was suspicious, lack of unity and mistrust between the South East governors 

and Ohanaeze leadership on the one hand and IPOB and ESN on the other hand. This 

problem confounded, debased and demoralised the mutual relationship between the two 

groups in Igboland. IPOB and ESN perceived the governors and Ohanaeze as sabotage 

and underground spies designed to undermined and ruined and disrupted the fight 

against criminality and crime in the South East region, of course, the position of IPOB on 
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the governors and the Ohanaeze leadership to form Ebube Agu security outfit in the region 

suffer grieve, hurt and set back because Ohanaeze and the South East governors needed 

the support of South East Youths to form Ebube Agu security outfit in the region. Thus, 

the unwillingness and reluctant of IPOB and ESN to recognised and serve in Ebube Agu 

was a challenge and huge blackmail, that destroyed, invalidated and contaminated the 

good name and intention of “Ebube Agu” as a security outfit in the South East. 

 

IPOB threat against Ebube Agu as a spy to the good work of ESN was a misery and bad 

ordeal to the establishment of Ebube Agu security network in South East as there cannot 

be two captain in the same ship. At the same time, Ohanaeze leadership and the South East 

governors were reluctant to strengthen the Eastern Security Network. Therefore the 

suddenned and hastiness that hurried the governors and the Ohanaeze leadership to form 

Ebube Agu as collective security to check crimes in the South East once more suffer setback, 

as the effort of collective security was becoming collective blackmail for the governors and 

Ohanaeze leadership. In the efforts to settle Ebube Agu security outfit in the South East 

region to fight crime with other groups, Ohanaeze leadership tasked President 

Muhammadu Buhari to resist the temptation for military deployment to the South East 

zone as it might lead to guerrilla activities or another avoidable war against Ndigbo in the 

country. This is because Ndigbo as one of the major ethnic group in Nigeria are suspicious 

about the absence of any Igboman as Inspector General of Police, Brigade Commander of 

the Army, Navy or Air force, or state Director, DSS, from all the South East states.  This 

lopsided composition of the national security in the Buhari led administration is 

unfortunate as it does not reflect the honesty of the federal character in a multi ethnic and 

multi-religious country like Nigeria. 

 

Moreover, for such unbalance composition of security chiefs without an Igboman among 

them to be in the forefront of the Owerri meeting with the governors of the South East and 

Ohanaeze leadership to decide the formation of Ebube Agu security outfit to defend 

Ndigbo created suspicious and fear down the spine of indigenous Igbo groups such as, 

IPOB and ESN that are label as terrorist group, whereas IPOB is peaceful and non violence 

in their modus operandi of operation. These are some of the issues and challenges 

surrounding the creation of Ebube Agu as a security outfit to protect life and property in 

Igboland. Thus, Ndigbo need governors, Ohanaeze leadership and security chiefs with the 

interest and wellbeing of Ndigbo at heart. Hence, it was also sad to note that Ebube Agu 

was formed without thorough consultation with and inclusion of serving and retired 

senior military and police officers, self determination groups and key stakeholders of Igbo 

extraction. The excluded groups were suspicious that Ebube Agu was a product for 

surveillance and spy against them. 
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Conclusion 

With challenges facing the creation of Ebube Agu and other security outfits in the six-

geopolitical zones of Nigeria. There should be constitutional amendment for state 

governors to freely form state police. That is one sure way of improving security of this 

nation. Moreover, there is a provision on the constitution that confers on the governors the 

power as chief security officers of their states. This envisages that the governors will have 

state police that they can use in achieving that constitutional responsibility. Nigeria need 

state police today more than ever and I think the national Assembly, the Federal 

government and every right thinking Nigerian should go for state police. So that police 

operation will go closer to the grassroots and the locals for every community. The creation 

of state police security operation outfit is like a step ahead of Ebube Agu and Amotekun 

and many other vigilante groups across Nigeria. 

 

Recommendations 

This paper has come forth with the following recommendation to explain the benefit and 

the way forward of Ebube Agu security outfit in the South East region of Nigeria. 

(1) The Ebube Agu security outfit in the South East region of Nigeria need to improve 

on the stability of the institutional culture of the South East domain. The security 

outfit should be people centred and oriented, doing the right thing, at the right place 

and at the right time. 

(2) Governors and politicians in the South East should not use Ebube Agu as a device 

to meddle with elections malpractice and to intimidate and oppressed opponents 

and rivals. 

(3) To better enhance the effectiveness of Ebube Agu security outfit, the creation of state 

police in the South East and other geopolitical zones in Nigeria will help fight the 

menace of insecurity. 

(4) Nigeria need a coherent and internal security doctrine to know the institution that is 

not operating effectively, and then we know where to pass the buck (Obi Umahi) 

(5) For Ebube Agu to function effectively, each of the states will have their own Ebube 

Agu structured in a way that will enable quick mobilization, deployments and 

operations. 

(6) Ebube Agu should be used as step to the creation of state police. State police will 

come with constitutional amendment. That is the best way of improving security of 

this nation. 
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(7) Ebube Agu as a regional security outfit for the South East region need to wear the 

same uniform and have tag numbers and their names label on it, so that they can 

easily be located as a people friendly security network. 

(8) Ebube Agu need to honestly and transparently collaborate with Eastern Security 

Network to fight criminality and crime collectively in the South East region of 

Nigeria. 

(9) The role of Ebube Agu is to compliment the work of security agents in the South East 

region. “Ebube Agu” is not going to work with other security agencies and outfits 

as enemy, security agents are friends. Ebube Agu cannot succeed without other 

security agencies. That is why a lot of cooperation and collaboration will be sought. 

Otherwise “Ebube Agu” will not succeed. 

(10) “Ebube Agu” security outfit should operate transparently to avoid the breeding of 

confusion, bad blood, security contradiction, hatred and betrayal. 

(11) Good policies and programmes should be explored in “Ebube Agu” security outfit 

to enhance effective crime fighting in the South East. 

(12) The elders of Ohanaeze Ndigbo worldwide should take steps to get the IPOB and 

ESN to work with Ebube Agu. Ebube Agu requires experienced personnel, training 

and funding to fight criminality and crime in the South East region. IPOB and ESN 

were on board before Ebube Agu, they acted in all honesty to defend Ndigbo and 

nobody was against it. In the fight against insecurity in the South East all hands 

should be on deck for everyone or groups to have a sigh of relief. Ndigbo want an 

end to banditry and terrorism. According to Iwuanyanwu, (2021) a great Igbo patriot 

“We acknowledge there, ESN interest and enthusiasm to protect our people and it 

would be good if they work together with Ebube Agu. Nobody should say it is 

illegal. The governors of the South East should get IPOB and ESN to work with 

Ebube Agu”.  

(13) Igbo leaders and governors should be strong hearted and develop the political will 

power not to be receiving evil advise and instructions from outsiders that will be 

detrimental, harmful and unfavourable to their people, especially the youthful 

population that are future leaders of tomorrow. Igbo leaders should avoid bad 

negative and selfish politics that will hinder the growth of Ndigbo. 

(14) Ebube Agu should operate as a legitimate body complimenting the police. The 

group should become avenues for some youths to be fully engaged to legitimately 

protect lives and property in the South East, if well and honestly coordinated. 

(15) The development of the South East region is directly tied to its security. No one 

invest in an insecure environment. This is to ensure that the Igbo entrepreneurship 

spirit survives. Thus, the people of the South East zone want a better and meaningful 

Ebube Agu to fight criminality and crime in the region.  
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(16) Nigeria should be urgently restructured into a true federal system. A restructures 

Nigeria will produce a better state police, and unbundled the great potential of an 

Igboman to do better than what it currently is. Those who are exploiting the unitary 

system and pinning the Igbos to the ground and expect to remain standing and 

prospering are deceiving themselves. They are also down with the Igbo as long as 

they are holding down the progress of Ndigbo. 

(17) The South East governors need to revitalize their justice department and begin to 

prosecute violators of the open grazing law by enforcing the laws in their book. It 

will help in checking the marauding killer herdsmen. It will immediately help in 

strengthening Ebube Agu as a home grown security network for Ndigbo. 

(18) The South East governors need to work for their people, especially the youths, to 

earn the confidence of the citizenry. The governors and Ohanaeze need not continue 

to neglect their youths because they are future leaders of tomorrow. Likewise, Igbo 

homeland leaders must not be seen as a tool of second fiddle in the hands of the 

dubious leaders who are attempting to annihilate Ndigbo and make Nigeria a 

conquered territory. That was the reason the youths embraced ESN and reject Ebube 

Agu security outfit. 

(19) “Ebube Agu” security outfit should truly explore indigenous security agency that 

understand the South East terrain. Ebube Agu security outfit should be a grass root 

security to addressing insecurity in the South East. The state government should 

provide them with vehicles, motorcycles, communication gadgets, technical 

backups and the political will for an effective take-off and efficient operation. All the 

differences between Ebube Agu and ESN should be urgently addressed so that the 

provision of equipment and recruitment of personnel would be a continuous 

exercise, as Ndigbo expected superlative performance from them. With this 

initiative, Igboland will not be a safe haven for criminal and criminality in whatever 

form or guise. Moreover, Ebube Agu must not tamper with the fundamental human 

rights of Ndigbo and other citizens in Igboland. With proper linkage with all Igbo 

youths, communities and community heads and regular provision of information by 

Ndigbo at the grass root, criminals will be in for a raw deal in the days ahead, if the 

differences between Ebube Agu and ESN are resolve peacefully and honestly, their 

operatives should go about their duties with patriotic fervour and godly demeanour 

and end the banditry and killings recently witnessed in Igboland. They should stop 

the menace of Ndigbo being kidnapped in our farmlands and forest. The Igbo want 

to be in Nigeria with a sense of meaning and relevant to national unity and not to be 

excluded and marginalised by other ethnic groups. 

(20) The drive to produce a Nigerian president of Igbo extraction come 2023, should not 

blindfold Igbo governors and Ohanaeze leadership not to protect life and property 
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of South-Easterners suffering the menace of intruders and invaders in their farmland 

and forest reserves, who will replace Zik, Ojukwu, Ekwueme? as a unifying and 

uniting political figure to rally a consolidative one political voice and strength of the 

people to move the Igbo forward to their promiseland. The Igbo need a hero who 

will unit them, cheer them up, embolden them, encourage them, regroup them, 

revive them, and summon them to pick up what belong to them in Nigeria in the 21st 

century.  

(21)  Ebube Agu needs capable hands of youths that would protect life and property in 

the South East. Ebube Agu needs younger persons, and the better for such an energy-

sapping position to fight crime in modern times. Ebube Agu is a self help security 

outfit finding ways of securing the South East region, space, people and property. 

Ebube Agu came on board because the police and army that are funded specifically 

to handle internal security look overwhelmed and overtly despondent. These 

security lapses on the part of the government and the police have warranted the 

establishment of “Ebube Agu” (might of the Leopard). Unfortunately, the five 

governors of the Eastern states waited for 15months after the South-West governors 

set the pace with their ingenious strategy before they are up with theirs which is still 

engrossed in controversy, argument, contention, debate and disagreement and 

ranging of strife and war words and warning between the governors and Indigenous 

People of Biafra. 

 

References 

An Editorial (2021, April 12) “The mayhem in Imo” Daily Sun. p.11 

Anayo O. and Ewepu G 92021, April 14) South East governors, IPOB on collision course 

over Ebube Agu” vanguard, p.5 

Anele, D (2021, April 18) “on the alleged non-negotiability and sacrosanctity of one Nigeria 

(4)” Sunday vanguard, p.14 

Anikwe, O (2021, April 8) “Security breaches in the South East” Daily sun p.31 

Chidi Ibeh (2021, April 19) “Ohanaeze warns against military deployment in the South 

East” Vanguard p.13 

Chimaobi, N (2021, April 18) “Ebube Agu won’t stand, IPOB insists Emma Powerful” 

Sunday Vanguard .P.8 

Chinonso, A (2021, April 18) “Row: Ohanaeze to get IPOB, ESN, to work with Ebube Agu 

– Isuanynawu “Sunday vanguard p.9 

Egwu, S. a policeman, Aged 45, interviewed at Owerri on 20/4/2021 

Ehumelu (2021, April 8) “Youth restiveness ticking time bomb for Africa, others “Daily 

sun. p.25 

Emeka, J, a policeman, Aged 40, Interviewed at Enugu on 21/4/2021 



South-South Journal of Humanities and international Studies                      Vol.4 No. 2 June, 2021 
 

Issues and challenges facing the creation of Ebube Agu Security outfit in the South East Region of Nigeria. 183 

Emma Powerful (2021, April 19) “South East governors, PGs compiling names of IPOB 

members, ESN operatives” vanguard. P.13 

Eya. W. (2021, April 12) “South East as new theatre of Insecurity” Daily Sun, p.13. 

Eze, A civil servant, Aged 50, interviewed at Aba, on 19/4/2021 

Ezema, T, a policeman, Aged 45, interviewed at Onitsha, 25/4/2021 

Ezenwa V.C (2005) “The cry of the Igbos” Enugu: Rabonni publishers. 

Ezinwa V.C. (2015) “A History of Nigerian Peoples and Cultures” Enugu: Ezinwa 

production. 

Ibe, A, a lecturer, Aged 50, interviewed at Enugu on 21/4/2021. 

Mbele K (2021, April 18) “Ebube Agu “Cordinator” Vows: from Enugu command centre, 

we will secure South East” Sunday Vanguard. 

Nanlong, T and Agbo D (2021, April 19) “Insecurity: why Igbo congress rejects Ebube Agu, 

ask South East governors to strengthen Eastern security Network (ESN)” 

Vanguard p.13 

Nnanna, O (2021, April 14) “South East in the trenches (2)” Vanguard, P.16 

Nwabughiogu L. (2021, April 18) “No political party is more accepted in the South Est than 

APC Hon Ogene”, Sunday Vangaurd p.9 

Nwakanma, O (2021, April 18) “Buhari’s  Nigeria” Sudnay vanguard. 

Okezie, B (2021, April 8) “Salvaging relics of our security “Dailysun, p.16 

Okoli, S., a civil servant, Aged 46, Interviewed at Abakaliki on 22/4/2021 

Okutu, P (2021, April 14) “Ebonyi Massacre: 15 persons killed, over 70 houses burnt” 

Vanguard, P.7 

Uchegbu, AC (2021, April 8) “Insecurity in the South East: in whose interest” Daily sun, 

p.16 

Umoru H and Anayo O (2021, April 19) “2023: Why South-East should produce Buhari 

Successor – Edwin Clark, Obiozor” Vanguard. P.30 

Uzoru, S (2021, April 12) “South East governors unveil Ebube Agu security outfit to fight 

crime” Dailysun p.8 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 

  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

 

 

 

  

 

 


