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Abstract 
Theoretical framework is very germane to problem formulation, questions 

crafting, methodological approach and the conclusion drawn in social research. It 

is expected that this instrument should serve as a researcher’s “blueprint” or 

“maps” to navigate every aspect of social research. However, it has been observed 

in most articles, projects and dissertations that theoretical frameworks have been 

abused ranging from absence or non-deployment in a research, inappropriate 

theoretical framework, lack of application or outright failure to deploy the 

instrument to explain social research investigation. This paper examines the uses 

and abuses of theoretical framework. The researcher avers that deep or extensive 

reading of existing literatures on the issue under investigation, consultation of 

more experienced researcher or mentors to be the possible remedy to the identified 

problems.   
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I. Introduction 

In research process, the importance of theoretical framework is anchored in the initiation 

of a research topic, the crafting of the research questions with visible linkage to the 

literature review, the adoption of the research design and framework for data analysis. 

This instrument serves as a blueprint for research paper; it provides a structure for flow of 

thought or linkage from the beginning of the research process to the conclusion of the final 

thought (Hart, 1998; Herek, 1995). 

 

mailto:theophilus.okojie@uniben.edu


South-South Journal of Humanities and international Studies                      Vol.4 No. 2 June, 2021 
 

Theoretical Framework: An Assessment of Its Uses and Abuses in Social Research   326 

This important research technique serves as a base to construct a research study through 

the formulation of problem of the study, the objectives, the literature review, methods and 

the analytical process (Grant and Osanloo, 2014).The researcher’s blueprint referred in here 

as the theoretical framework helps to provide common world view to support one’s 

thinking on the problem statement and the data analysis (Grant and Osanloo, 2014; 

Mertons, 1998).  

 

In a research paper, theoretical framework helps in the development of concepts, 

principles and constructs that relates to the subject under research. A good understanding 

of the chosen theoretical framework helps to eliminate variables that do not align with 

subject under research. According to Maxwell, (2004:33-34) “The function of this theory is 

to inform the rest of your design to help you to assess and define your goals, develop 

realistic and relevant research questions, select appropriate methods and identify potential 

validity threats to your conclusion. It helps you justify your conclusion”. 

 

A research frame connects to existing knowledge of study (Lovitts, 2005). It informs in the 

formulation of research question which sign post the relationship between the existing 

knowledge and the problem under research. Research finding equally birthed its 

understanding and interpretations on the issue under discourse. This informs “western 

scholarly research articles on ubiquitous structural requirement of theoretical framework 

at the introductory stage of research” (Casanave and Li, 2015:105).  

 

Also, theoretical structure or framework is a purposeful framing of research blueprint “it 

is not something out there hidden in the literature waiting to be found or discovered 

instead it is better seen as a verb to frame with the task of constructing a framework resting 

with us, base on our observing, reading, thinking and discussing and our reflection on how 

a framework might connect to the specifics of our project” (Casanave and Li, 2015:107). 

 

The topic under investigation as a research blueprint in its conception for crafting or 

constructing a research work is expected to flow from the research problem to the 

conclusion drawn (Salana and Omasta, 2018). The valuable nature of this instrument in a 

scholarly research made Lincoln and Guba (1994) quoted in Collins and Stockton, (2018:2) 

to conclude that “theory-free research does not exist”. Elaborating this position, Collins 

and Stockton (2018:3) aver that researchers that fail to articulate theoretical structure or 

postulations lack depth and rigor for unearthing the “operating principles and 

preconditions about their study”. Hence Mitchel and Cody (1993) to conclude that “all 

knowledge is theory laden and all methods are theory driven” 
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Essentially, it is expected in research papers for the existence and demonstration of 

alignment of theory with data (Luse et al, 2012; Silverman, 2001). However, there exists a 

large disconnect in most scholarly literatures and research projects. It beats ones hollow to 

discover multiple abuses, lack of linkage of research questions to the theoretical constructs 

for the explanation of the topic under investigation. According to Imenda (2014) theoretical 

framework acts as an oxygen to the researcher hence its non-usage or application blurs the 

understanding of the readers. 

 

According to Merriam (2009), theoretical framework exists in all research which may be 

implicit or explicit in researchers’ disciplinary orientation or through the examination of 

related literature of study. Merriam (2009: 69) stresses the importance of theoretical 

framework to be the bedrock of every part of a study elucidating the relationship between 

variables in research problems which she sees as “set of interlocking frames”. Also, every 

research is informed by theoretical framework whether the researcher is aware of it or not 

because they are always embedded in the assumptions of the study (Glesne, 2011). Collins 

and Stockton, (2018: 6) theory helps to make sense out of difficult phenomenon by 

articulating theoretical framework which helps “the sense-making process to be more 

explicit”. In the process of sense making it helps researchers not to be trapped in or caught 

up in rendering “personal diaries” (Wolcot 1995: 184). While Maxwell, (2005:46) posits that 

“every research design needs some theory of the phenomena in reality, to guide the other 

design decisions that you are going to make”  

 

The purpose of this paper is to assess the different areas researcher abuses theoretical 

framework and also provide possible remedy for the identified problem. Accordingly, the 

article is structured with the following headings: The first deals with the introduction 

assessing the subject under study. The second heading explored clarification of concepts 

in the subject under investigation and also unveils the different levels and functions of 

theoretical framework. The third heading assessed the form of abuses of theoretical 

framework while the fourth heading provided possible remedy to the identified problem 

and the demonstration of usage of theoretical framework in a social research. The final 

heading renders the concluding thought.    

 

II. Conceptualizing Theoretical Framework 

One of the research frameworks that serve as a point of departure from journalistic 

rendition of phenomena is the role of theoretical framework which shapes the worldview 

of the academic researchers (Cresswell and Cresswell, 2018). The concept of theoretical 

framework has two terms which are theory and research framework. It is appropriate to 

clarify the two terms to have a lucid understanding of the subject matter. 
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Theory: There are inconclusive opinions about the meaning of theory in social research. 

According to Silver (1983), once there is the emergence of a formal and generally acceptable 

definition of theory, the true beauty, emotional attachment, significance and importance 

in social research will be lost. However, according to Kerlinger (1986:9) refers to it as “a set 

of interrelated constructs, definitions and propositions that present a systematic view of 

phenomena by specifying relations among variables with the purpose of explaining and 

predicting phenomena” Theory comprises of sets of related concepts which show or made 

clear how the concepts are related (Maxwell, 2005; Silverman, 2005; Kerlinger, 1979)). 

“Theory can also be seen as a big idea that organizes many other ideas with a high degree 

of explanatory power” (Collins and Stockton, 2018:8). Theory can also be likened to a 

“spatial network” for observation, interpretation, control and guide in research process 

(Hempel, 1952:36).  

 

Central to the important features of a theory are: (a). Fecundity: Theory should be able to 

generate multiple models and hypotheses (b). Uniqueness: It should have special features 

that differentiate it from other theories. (c). Conservatism: It should be able to gain 

acceptance for use until it is outlived by a superior theory. (d). Generalisability: It should 

have broad application in research. (e). Internal Consistency: A theory should be able to 

clearly establish the relationship in a phenomenon which it serves as a base for 

explanation. (f). Parsimony: The assumptions of a theory should be direct, brief and clear. 

(g). Abstraction: Theory should be an idea existing independently of space and time. (h) 

Empirical riskiness: A good theory does not denote the absence of its refutation (Imenda, 

2014; Wacker, 1998).    

 

Some of the constitutive elements of theory are concepts, constructs and propositions. 

According to (Anfara and Mertz, 2006; White and Klein, 2008) cited in Tavallei and Abu-

Talib (2010:572),  

 

…concepts are words assigned to events, distinguishing one event from another 

and in return allow us to relate the past events to the present or even future 

events. When these concepts cluster, they finally form a higher-order unit of 

thought, which is known as construct. The next level of abstraction includes 

moving towards propositions which express the relation among a number of 

constructs. Since propositions count as new inventions, their definition and 

explanation demands close attention. Usually one proposition alone is not 

sufficient for explaining new insights on aspects of reality. Therefore, researchers 

consciously use a set of logically related propositions together and finally the 

relationship among propositions forms a Theory.  
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Some of the reasons for its formulation are to understand, explain and predict phenomena 

(Maxwell, 2005; Sire, 2004). 

 

III. Research Framework 

Research framework is seen as a set of ideas to form decisions and judgments. According 

to (Casanave and Li, 2015: 107) It can be described as “more or less abstract idea that 

encircles a study the way a frame encircles a picture and provides a space in which it is 

situated”. Research framework helps the readers to know what the study is and also 

support, interpret the findings of a researcher by extension help to connect the study to 

existing work. It serves as the structure that guides research in question formulation, 

determination of appropriate methodologies for data measurement and techniques for 

data analysis. It denotes a given world view to explore, explain and interpret research 

(Imenda, 2014; Ridley, 2008)  

 

Theory helps to make predictions and also guide the researcher in the formulation of 

research questions. While the framework helps the researcher to erect an abstract structure 

to decipher the relationship between variables embedded in a phenomenon. 

 

IV. Theoretical framework 

There are multiple viewpoints, definitions of the subject under study in scholarly 

literature. These definitions will help in unraveling the essence of this research paper. 

Theoretical framework is seen as a collection of interrelated concepts to frame research to 

enable the researcher to explain, predict and interpret the research findings (Akintoye, 

2015; Novak and Canas, 2006; Anfara and Mertz, 2006). 

 

According to Merriam and Tisdell (2016:85), it is seen as “the underlying structure, the 

scaffolding or frame of your study”. Also, Anfara and Mertz (2015:15) posit that theoretical 

framework is any empirical or quasi-empirical theory of social and or psychological 

processes of a variety of levels (grand, middle range and close to data theory) that can be 

applied to the understanding of phenomena”. 

 

Also, Eisenhart (1991: 205) defined theoretical framework as a “structure that guides 

research by relying on formal theory constructed by using an established, coherent 

explanation of certain phenomena and relationships” it is a blueprint that guides 

researchers approach in every aspects of a paper (Grant and Osanloo, 2014). It signpost 

how the research will process new knowledge and also serves as a tool to (a) unravel 

existing knowledge and previously formed ideas about a study under research (b) an 
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instrument to know the worldview of a researcher and (c) research tool to unravel the 

methodological component of the research (Collins and Stockton, 2018). 

 

However, there are different levels of theoretical framework. Their usefulness to research 

is anchored on their applicability, the degree of abstractness of the concepts, constructs 

and propositions associated with each of the identified levels (Imenda, 2014; Smith and 

Liehr, 1999). The following are levels of theories: Grand/grounded, middle-range/ mid-

range and low-level/micro /close to data theory (White and Klein, 2008). 

 

The Grand theory: This level of thinking is a theoretical stance rather than working theory 

(Glaser and Strauss, 1967). It is broad, general framework or approaches which helps in 

understanding, identifying the problem and pin pointing the acceptable methodology for 

a given research problem. For Leedy and Ormrod (2005), grounded theory seen from the 

prism of methodology serves as a researchers’ tool for obtaining data and developing 

theory in the process of a research, corroborating the assertion above, Creswell (2007:62) 

avers that it is researcher’s instrument for generating and discovering a theory.  Grand 

theories are not generally testable hence not very useful for carrying out most researches, 

Corroborating the assertions above (Bryman, 2012: 21) noted “grand theories offer few 

indications to researchers as to how they might guide or influence the collection of 

empirical evidence. So, if someone wanted to test a theory or to draw an inference from it 

that could be tested the level of abstractness is likely to be so great that the researcher 

would find it difficult to make the necessary links with the real world”. According to 

(Imenda, 2014; Smith and Liehr, 1999) grand theories appear broadest in scope and less 

abstract while the concepts, hypotheses and propositions associated with them are not 

amenable for empirical testing.  Example of Grand theory is Marxism. A researcher may 

not be sure to conclude that Marx ideas were “right” about his postulations on the driving 

forces of the society. However, most of the constructions in Grand theory are keys to 

research formulations and findings (Wolcott, 2005) (Atkinson, 2010). 

 

Middle-Range/Mid-Range: These theories at this level deal with specific aspects of human 

behaviour. Most of the theories grew out of Grand theories e.g Deterrence theory was 

generated from the assumptions of rational choice theory. Vast majority of social science 

research are anchored on middle-range theories. Corroborating the assertions above, 

Imenda, (2014:188), Smith and Liehr, (1999) aver that middle range theories are narrower 

in scope than grand theories with limited number of concepts that “relate to a limited 

aspect of the real world”. The concepts, hypotheses and propositions associated “with 

middle range theories are empirically measurable”  



South-South Journal of Humanities and international Studies                      Vol.4 No. 2 June, 2021 
 

Theoretical Framework: An Assessment of Its Uses and Abuses in Social Research   331 

Low-Level/Micro/Close to data Theory: This categorization is not theory in usual sense. 

They are concepts constructions that appeal to common sense (Wolcott, 2005; Atkinson, 

2010). Micro theories are ideas to describe what a researcher has observed over time, the 

ideas may gravitate towards a new model or theory (Guba and Lincoln, 1994). 

 

V. Roles and Abuses of Theoretical Framework in Social Research 

Theoretical framework which is seen as the tailoring component in research study plays 

many roles in formulation and conclusion of the research paper. It serves as an important 

frame “to the social researcher because it provides a backcloth and rationale for the 

research that is being conducted. It also provides a framework within which social 

phenomena can be understood and the research findings can be interpreted” (Bryman, 

2012: 20). According to Ravitch and Riggan (2017:) the function of the theoretical 

framework in social research are; (a) Identification of theory cluster: This is combination of 

theories that can be used to explain subject under research e.g there are several theories 

that can be used for development such as modernization, Marxism, structural-

functionalism etc. (b) Theoretical framework help the researcher to select specific theories 

relevant to the cluster. The frame also help to include the theorists, the assumptions, 

propositions etc. (c) The theoretical framework helps to identify major theory selected from 

the cluster for research under investigation. It also helps to review prior studies anchored 

on selected theory by connecting the study to existing literatures. (d) Theoretical 

framework helps to state the contribution of selected theory to the body of knowledge.  

 

In addition, theoretical framework helps the researcher to demonstrate the relationship of 

selected theory to the subject under investigation. According to Herek (1995:83-99), 

Theoretical framework should be able to provide:  

 (a). An explicit statement of the hypothesis or theoretical assumptions on which 

the research is based and the relevant research method that will guide the 

researcher in his or her attempt to test the assumption - the ‘why’ and ‘how’ of 

the research. Here the researcher should identify important omissions and 

limitations, such as whether undue emphasis is being placed on a particular type 

of variable or relationship. (b). A clear explanation of how the hypothesis 

connects the researcher to existing knowledge. In other words, to what extent 

does the research build upon existing research or knowledge? (c). A clear 

articulation of the theoretical assumption or supposition on which the research 

is based; the why and how of the research and how it permits you to move from 

simply describing a phenomenon to generalizing about various aspects of that 

phenomenon through observation. (d). A comprehensive explanation of the 
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research method to be used and how it proceeds from a theoretical hypothesis or 

theory to an empirical hypothesis or theory. 

 

However, these uses of theoretical framework are sometimes abused. According to Lester 

(2005), the abuse of theoretical frameworks accounted for one of the major reasons for the 

rejection of articles by journal editors. This underscores the importance of theoretical 

framework in framing the undercurrent of the research. Theoretical framework paints a 

clear picture of problem formulation and resonate its rhythms throughout the research 

process (Tardy, 2010). Therefore atheoretical research provides a blurred picture 

throughout the aspects of research process (Torraco, 1997). 

 

The following are the ways researchers abuse the use of theoretical framework in research 

papers according to Casanave and Li (2015);  

 

(a) Absence of theoretical framework in a research paper: The absence of foundational 

frame will compound the challenges of linking the subject under investigations to existing 

literatures and connecting to others in the field.  

 

(b) The use of inappropriate theoretical framework: The use of theory that does not align 

with the purpose of the research. The use of theory that is irrelevant to a study will make 

the linkage of theory to data a major problematique. Researcher attachment to a particular 

theory create mismatch of framework that is entirely different in a study.   

 

(c) Lack of application of theory to the study: in this case, the theoretical framework may 

be relevant to the study, the problem here is the failure of the researcher to deploy the 

assumptions of the theory to interpretation and discussion of the subject matter. This 

particular abuse of theoretical framework in research paper serves no purpose other than 

a display of the technique in a study.  

 

(d) Another area of abuse of theoretical framework is the incomplete treatment of a 

theoretical framework: Incomplete treatment of theoretical framework according to 

(Cassanave and Li, 2015:110) is a major recurrence in the dissertations, projects and 

research articles of novice scholars and even an issue with experienced researchers which 

“appears only in the introductory sections of a dissertation or article, without much further 

discussion at all. In other words, it seems to serve no purpose beyond display”. Theoretical 

framework serves as a scholarly blueprint for a researcher. Therefore, it is expected that 

reasonable pages should be devoted to the explanation and elaboration in a study. Most 
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literatures are implicated for devotion of little spaces or just a paragraph for the 

explications of an identified theories and selected theory for research subject. 

  

(e) Similarly, instances of abuses are the misinterpretation of theoretical framework in a 

research paper: This abuse can possibly occur when the researcher lacks proper 

comprehension or understanding of some basic concepts in a theory. This can make the 

researcher to misinterpret the assumptions of the theoretical framework in a research.  

 

(f) Scholars attraction to theoretical framework with big names, concepts, popular and 

current theory: The obsession with the use of big concepts, current and popular theoretical 

framework to elicit a favorable reviewers judgment without proper fitting of the 

assumptions of the theory to the study constitute serious abuse of theoretical framework 

in a scholarly research. Researchers tend to deploy big concept, names, popular and 

current theoretical framework “give the appearance that the author is knowledgeable and 

sophisticated, but more often reveal that he or she has felt obligated to cite certain names 

or theories rather than use them with understanding” (Casanave and Li, 2015:112). 

 

(g) Concept missing is an aspect that constitutes the abuse of theoretical framework in a 

study. The identification of concepts that are peculiar with a theory helps to explain and 

also state the assumptions of the theoretical framework used.  

 

(h) Failure to Identify Theory Cluster in a Research: This is one of the ways researchers 

abused the use of theoretical frameworks in their projects or dissertations. The 

identification of theory cluster helps to the researcher to know various alternative theories 

that can explicate the issue under investigation. A typical example is a researcher 

interested in studying societal development. He/she may select development theories as a 

cluster. The identified theory cluster can contain structural-functionalism, Marxism, 

modernization etc. The various theories in the cluster will help the researcher to choose 

better and fit theory that can explain the issue or topic under study     

 

VI. Remedying the Situation 

The abuse of theoretical framework distorts the ideas and blurs the comprehension of a 

research study. The researcher should endeavor to build theoretical framework to rob on 

the methods and data of the research work to aid clear interpretations and discussion of 

findings. The following are hereby suggested as remedy for the possible abuses of 

theoretical framework in research paper. 
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There should be either implicit or explicit use of theoretical framework in a study. The 

presence of this important technique serves as a blueprint to link every aspects of research 

paper. It is the deployment of theoretical framework in scholarly article that differentiate 

it from a journalistic research. 

 

Researcher should ensure that a selected theoretical framework for a study is relevant to 

the research. The researcher should be guided by one of the checklist questions provided 

by Grant and Osanloo (2014: 24) “is the theory an appropriate fit with the methodological 

plan”. The issue of relevance is very germane to a good research and important 

consideration by reviewers for possible publication. 

 

Another area to check against abuses is for the researcher to ensure that the theoretical 

framework apply to the study. There should be rigorous consultation of different sources 

both primary and secondary to know how a chosen theoretical framework has been 

applied to a topic in existing literature. The researcher should be guided by the checklist 

question by Grant and Osanloo (2014: 24) “Do the problem, purpose and significance of 

your study align well with theoretical framework”. 

 

A researcher should devote reasonable pages even a chapter to the explication and 

elaboration of theoretical framework in a research. Superficial treatment of theoretical 

framework will not provide ample space to treat all relevant concepts and variables in a 

theory. Deep reading of existing literatures on a particular theoretical framework will 

make the researcher to be knowledgeable about the theoretical framework which will 

ultimately translate into elaborate treatment of the theory in a given research topic. Every 

researcher should purposefully devote a space for elaboration of theory in a research. 

 

The researcher should ensure that there is deep reflection and deep reading to avoid 

misinterpretation of theory. In a case where a theory is not fully understood researcher 

should consult more experienced researcher or mentor to decipher the ideas behind a 

theory. 

 

Researcher should resist the temptation of allowing personal preference and obsession to 

use current theory to override the whole intention of making a theory fit into a research 

problematique. Current and old theoretical framework are good for a research as far is able 

to demonstrate and communicate the purpose of the research. Researcher should frame a 

theory at the level of mid-range to be able to convey the essence of the research study. 
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A researcher should go back and forth during consultation of literatures to avoid concept 

missing. Concept missing can deny the researcher an important variable that is key to the 

assumptions of the theoretical framework. Researcher should engage in pilot study that 

should be thoroughly examined for possible concept missing. A more experienced 

researcher should be consulted for checks against concept missing in a research. 

 

Efforts in remedying the abuses in the use of theoretical framework can be exemplified by 

(Okojie, 2017) article. The theoretical framework as a blueprint to communicate the 

researcher’s ideas and orientation as well as a map for a particular study has been abused 

in different ways in most articles—hence, the need to simplify a model for scholars. 

 

An example of a theoretical framework will be used as guide for demonstrating the 

processes involved by deploying Ravitch and Riggan (2017) stages for applying this 

instrument to a study. 

 

The first stage, according to Ravitch and Riggan (2017), is to identify the theory cluster of 

a theoretical framework. In Okojie (2017) article titled: Card Reader and Electoral 

Credibility in Nigeria; A Case Study of the 2015 General Elections. Theories of 

developments were deployed as the theory cluster. 

 

The second stage is to identify theories relevant to the cluster because according to Ravitch 

and Riggan (2017) theory cluster is a combination of theories to explain a phenomenon, the 

theorists and the major assumptions of the theories in the cluster. According to Okojie 

(2017), the theories that make up the cluster are structural-functionalism, Marxist and 

modernization theory. The theories of development cluster explain how societies evolve 

and adapt to changes which could involve technological advancement. The major 

assumptions and theorists are rendered thus;  

 

Structural-Functionalists assume that society is a system which comprised of social 

structures theorized as institutions, or roles according to (Fisher, 2010). The elements are 

characterized functionally and they can be latent or manifest. The functionality of the 

structure affects the whole society either positively or negatively. In this case, the use of 

Card Reader as part of the structures of management of elections and its functionality or 

efficiency can enhance the growth of credible elections or scuttle it in Nigeria. 

 

In Marxist political thought, those who manage the machinery of the state do so to promote 

the interest of the capitalist class that owns and controls the commanding heights of the 

economy. In promoting the interest of the bourgeoisie, different strategies are deployed in 
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alienating the poor masses from governmental affairs (Okojie, 2017). In much of the under-

developed societies like Africa, the bulk of the masses constitute the voters. Being hugely 

illiterate and unfamiliar with the modern technology including the card readers, these 

people are alienated from the electoral process by the introduction of these gadgets. 

Therefore, the introduction of the card reader by the government could be strategic aimed 

at alienating the illiterate poor masses from the electoral process. 

 

Modernization Theory: It refers to a model of a progressive transition from a pre-modern 

or traditional to a modern society (Huntington, 1986; Okojie, 2017). Modernization theory 

is used to explain the process of transition in a society. The theory look at the internal 

factors of a country while assuming that, with assistance, "traditional" countries can be 

brought to a progressive path to development in the same manner more developed 

countries have attained.  

 

The third stage is to specify a particular theory from the cluster for the study and the major 

propositions that relates to the theory. The particular theory selected amongst the 

numerous theories in the cluster is modernization. It refers to a model of a progressive 

transition from a pre-modern or traditional to a modern society (Huntington, 1986). 

Modernization theory is used to explain the process of transition in a society. The concept 

of modernization incorporates the full spectrum of the transition and drastic 

transformation that a traditional society has to undergo in order to become modern which 

gained currency in the 1950s and  early 1960s (Pye,1979: Matunhu, 2011). The most notable 

exponents of this theory are Lipset (1959); Huntington (1986). They see modernization as 

a complex, systemic, global, lengthy, phased, homogenizing, irreversible, and progressive 

process that transforms a society from traditional to modern society. The theory look at the 

internal factors of a country while assuming that, with assistance, "traditional" countries 

can be brought to a progressive path to development in the same manner more developed 

countries have attained. According to Rostow’s model on Modernization theory, society 

evolves through stages of development as shown below. 
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Source:Fajan-Turner (2014:66) 

 

 

HIGH MASS CONSUMPTION 

Exploitation of comparative advantages in international trade 

DRIVE TO MATURITY 

Development of wider industrial and commercial base; investment in 

manufacturing exceeds 10% of national income, development of modern 

social, economic and political institutions.  

 

TAKE-OFF 

Development of a manufacturing sector; Transition triggered by 

Installation of physical infrastructure (roads, railways etc.) and 

emergence of social/political elite. 

PRECONDITIONS FOR TAKE-OFF 

Commercial exploitation of agriculture and extractive industry; a 

transition triggered by external interest or markets. 

TRADITIONAL SOCIETY 

Limited technology, static society. 
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Modernization theory not only stresses the process of change, but also the responses to 

that change. It also looks at internal dynamics while referring to social and cultural 

structures and the adaptation of new technologies. It stands on the ground that western 

countries are well-developed and serve as compass of development while there is 

practically no other alternative to the path of development. The theory of modernization 

had been the position of some Western scholars who use the economically advanced and 

politically stable societies as models for analyzing emergent societies (Fadakinte, 2014). 

 

The proponents of modernization theory, according to Macridis and Brown (1972), Okojie 

(2017), assume that: (a) The societies move from traditional to modernity (b) The traditional 

society is generally understood as ascriptive (class placement primarily hereditary), 

majorly into primary economic activities, undifferentiated political structure (c) The 

Western society is characterized with dominant achievements, universalistic, 

predominance of secondary economic activities and production of exchanges, self-

sustained growth (d) To enter the modern world, undeveloped societies have to overcome 

traditional norms and structures, opening the way for political transformation and 

economic development. 

 

It is the view of the modernists that tradition in its many ramifications is the basic obstacle 

to modernization. Modernization theory maintains that traditional societies will develop 

as they adopt more modern practices such as new technology and the need to update 

traditional methods in all aspects of life. Modernization is about Africa following the 

developmental footsteps of Europe. 

 

However, the theory has been criticized for failing to recognize the creativity and initiative 

of the Africans or the developing spheres. It obviously based on western experience and 

can be clearly faulted for not taking into account cultural differences (Pye, 1979; Okojie, 

2017). Instead it places value on externally sourced aid without attending to the inhibiting 

conditionalities attached to such aid. The failure of the theory to attend to such 

conditionalities may demonstrate the hidden hand behind the metropolitan states’ 

application of the theory to Africa. The theory’s emphasis on the supremacy of the 

metropolis in the development of Africa is a cause of concern in contemporary discourse 

on Africa’s development Matunhu (2011).  

 

The final stage according to Ravitch and Riggan (2017) is to demonstrate the applicability 

of the theory to the study. In applying this theory to the Card Reader and Electoral 

Credibility in Nigeria; A Case Study of the 2015 General Elections, it is the view of the 

proponents of modernization theory that for a society to be adjudged as developed, the 
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country needs to model its institutions, electoral democracy and the rule of law in line with 

those in Western societies by deviating from the traditional norms, while at the same time 

imbibing the logic of information communication and technology (ICT). This scenario 

propelled the internal agitations and clamour for the use of foreign technological devices 

for electioneering process in order to eliminate or reduce electoral frauds in Nigeria. This 

led to the utilization of Smart Card Reader for the accreditation of registered voters in the 

2015 general elections in Nigeria touted with the ability to eliminate electoral malfeasant 

and other electoral frauds. 

 

VII. Conclusion 

Theoretical framework is very useful in crafting every aspect of social research works. This 

informs the intellectual stance of the researcher in assessing the areas of abuses and 

possible remedies to the identified problem. The importance of identifying the areas of 

abuses is to contribute and deepened the frontiers of knowledge generation by researchers 

which ultimately serve as a check-list to avoid the identified pitfalls in its deployment in 

social research. Another contribution of this research piece is the ample demonstration of 

model for deploying theoretical framework in a social research investigation. It is thus 

recommended that every research must stipulate its general or specific theoretical 

framework for it to be adequate.   
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