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Abstract 
The need for ethical and moral standards in all societies of the world cannot be 

overemphasized. This is because ethical rationality engenders a sense of discipline, 

civility, wellbeing and a comfortable human society that is capable of attaining 

and promoting social order and public morality. This study therefore succinctly 

seeks to adopt Aristotle’s ethical rationalism as a basis for analyzing the crisis of 

corruption in contemporary Nigeria. Our analysis is guided by the thesis that the 

absence of ethical rationality will likely lead to the crisis of corruption in Nigeria, 

as it were. As a philosophical study in political philosophy, a historical - analytical 

method of analysis was employed with a view to providing clarifications of 

concepts and explanations through normative political arguments based on 

syllogism. Using Aristotle’s teleological theory, the study argues that ethical role 

of the state is sacrosanct in producing good citizenship for the actualization of 

public morality in Nigeria. Furthermore, it recommends amongst others that the 

Nigerian political class, public officers and Nigerians at large should as a matter 

of necessity imbibe self-discipline and civility (ethical rationality) in all their 

conduct for a better Nigerian society relatively devoid of the monster called 

“corruption”. 
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Background to the Study 

The concept of ethical rationalism in Aristotle’s moral and political philosophy cannot be 

ignored. It is in itself the central theme in the study of his theory of the state. This is because 

of the inextricable relationship between ethical rationalism and public morality in all 

human societies, but, with a particular reference to the Nigerian society. This essentially 

explains in specific terms the relevance of his morality philosophy in achieving the good 

life, rationality cum sanity in a political community (state) as well as a relatively corrupt 

free Nigerian socio-political entity. For example, Aristotle believes that politics must be 

tied to the ethical to enable man to achieve peace being the main purpose of human life 

(Ikejiani-Clark & Ani, 2009, p .9). 
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 Normally, when we talk about ethics in its broad sense, we are thus concerned about the 

idea of rightness and wrongness of human actions wherever they may be found. Infact, 

ethics needs to be understood as a consequence of the moral compass in any human 

existence, interaction, social milieu and society (Ozumba, 2001; Okujagu, 2006; Afanasyev, 

1980; Nwanegbo-Ben, 1999; Agbakoba, 2009). The role of ethics has since time immemorial 

increasingly become sacrosanct in achieving an ethical and moral society for the good of 

all (Ubani, 2019). Ethics is no doubt synonymous with morality. This is because it 

investigates the laws of morality and formulates rules of conduct (Appadorai, 1975, p.9). 

However, virtually all human societies have been confronted with one form of ethical crisis 

or the other. Indeed, corruption has been identified and considered as the most disturbing 

social phenomenon in Nigeria right from the colonial era till date. Irikana (2021) in his 

analysis of the crisis of corruption in Nigerian society, rightly observed that: 

 

It is generally known today that our country has become morally 

bankrupt and the cherished values of society have become not only old 

fashioned but also extinct, especially as a result of its colonial experience 

and imbibed foreign values (p.26). 

 

According to Chu (2017, p.21), corruption has been part of the human society from the 

earliest times. Aristotle, like most political philosophers is essentially preoccupied with the 

problem of societal order. In other words, the ultimate search for social and political 

decorum has often remained the philosopher’s utmost concern for the attainment of an 

ideal and just human society. Clearly, Aristotle remains very particular about ethical 

rationalism in his political philosophy and thus noted for that especially in appreciating 

the historical circumstances that led to the issues articulated in his “Ethics” and “Politics”. 

 

Citizens’ eudemonia, according to Aristotle, cannot be realized in a morally challenged 

political community. For instance, it is now a common knowledge that seven out of ten 

Nigerians, are grossly corrupt given their destructive tendencies towards public morality 

(Ubani, 2019). Come to think of it morally speaking, these Nigerians cannot claim to derive 

happiness from their highly corrupt practices. Remarkably, in the words of Aquinas: 

 

 Since the good is the object of the will, the perfect good of a man is that 

which satisfies his will. Thus, to desire happiness is nothing else than to 

desire that one’s will be satisfied and this everyone desires” (Aquinas 

Summa theological 1 - 1 1  a s  cited in Ewuoso, 2009, p.2). 
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 The above, by implication, underscores the significance of ethical rationalism in the 

regulation of man's actions as well as the citizens’ conduct for peaceful co-existence. 

Cognizant of ethics as primarily concerned with life in itself, and life is a fundamental 

value, this study becomes highly imperative in the analysis of corruption as an ethical crisis 

of all human societies.  

 

Statement of the Problem 

The issue of corruption has alarmingly dominated academic and public discourse among 

theorists, scholars and commentators due to its concomitant negative consequences on 

both humanity and society. For example, Ribadu (2006) as cited in Onu and Wosu (2017, 

p. 289), described corruption as worse than terrorism since it is responsible for perpetual 

collapse of infrastructures and institutions in Nigeria. This is predicated on the fact that 

corruption is seen as the most disturbing social phenomenon, a terrible nightmare and 

above all, a cankerworm that has eaten deep into the fabric of the Nigerian society (Ubani, 

2019). It constitutes an impediment and equally has a contagion effect on our overall 

development, ethical standards of living and public morality. 

 

Viewing Nigeria from independence in 1960 till date, corruption has assumed a historical 

trajectory from one administration to another. Quite unfortunately, corruption in Nigeria 

has apparently manifested its ugly head in virtually all critical sectors of our national life 

through various dimensions. It is therefore in this context that Uranta (2016) observed that: 

 

Such particular areas of corruption include electoral malpractice, 

misappropriation, mismanagement and misapplication of public funds, 

impunity and blatant disregard for the rule of law, Godfatherism, bribery, 

extra-judicial killings, human sacrifice and sensuality (p.7). 

 

Ubani (2015) had earlier argued philosophically that: 

 

If an investigation or a study was to be carried out on where to find 

happiness, certainly it cannot be found in gross misconduct, 

embezzlement of public fund, robbery, corruption, drinking, drug abuse, 

prostitution, kidnapping, Boko haramism, suicide bombing, and cultism 

amongst others (p.6). 

 

From all indications, the above has ethical implications for Nigerian society. Against this 

backdrop and given the cacophony of corruption in Nigeria, the study seeks to provide a 

philosophical interpretation of the crisis of corruption in Nigeria by employing Aristotle’s 
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ethical rationalism as a basis of its analysis. Infact, the study further believes in the thesis 

that the absence of ethical rationality on the part of Nigerians (especially politicians and 

public office holders) is largely responsible for the astronomical level of corruption in the 

Nigerian public space which has seriously affected her public morality.  

 

Objectives of the Study 

The cardinal objective of the study is to employ Aristotle’s ethical rationalism as a basis for 

analyzing the crisis of corruption in contemporary Nigeria. The realization of the foregoing 

is rooted in the pursuit and achievement of the following objectives: 

 

 To determine the relationship between Aristotle’s ethical rationalism and public 

morality in Nigeria 

 To show the relevance of Aristotle’s moral and political philosophy in achieving 

the good life, rationality as well as sanity in a modern state and a relatively 

corruption free Nigeria. 

 To make useful recommendations that will serve as a general solution to the 

crisis of corruption in contemporary Nigeria. 

 

Literature Review 

Ethics is a philosophical concept that appears controversial in its meaning. Several 

scholarly interpretations abound. However, there are certain human actions that are 

considered to be right or wrong even to the individuals that indulge in them. Whereas, 

there are still other human actions and conduct that some persons will judge as right and 

others will see them as wrong; for example, prostitution, stealing, cheating, abortion 

gossiping etc. These are areas that concern ethics. 

 

According to Omoregbe (1993, p.3-4), ethics like philosophy has no universally acceptable 

definition and can be seen as a branch of philosophy which deals with morality of human 

actions or the branch of philosophy which studies the norms of human behaviour. 

Similarly, Ozumba (2001) sees ethics as the branch of philosophy known as moral 

philosophy or philosophical thinking about morality dealing with judgment as to rightness 

or wrongness, virtuous or vicious, desirability or undesirability, approval or disapproval 

of our actions. Morality therefore is the ability to be able to differentiate between what is 

good and what is bad; and what is right and what is wrong (Okujagu, 2006, p.4). As 

Afanasyev (1980, p.374) puts it, morality or ethics is the aggregate of standards of rules of 

behaviour in society, reflecting the people’s ideas of justice and injustice, good and evil, 

honour and dishonor etc. But, in the Nicomachean Ethics, Aristotle proposes that two 

kinds of virtues exist - the intellectual and the moral virtues. The former is a product of 
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time, experience and learning while the latter is as a result of one’s habits. However, m 

demystifying the controversial concept of ethics, especially within the context of this study, 

it is all about the morality of human conduct or actions (Nwanegbo-Ben, 1999, p.16). Thus, 

it is obviously understood that morality, emphasizes the conformity to virtuous or right 

conduct at every given point in time. Above all. Ethics remains one concept that has 

attracted wide audience and definition. 

 

Rationalism as a concept in itself is also philosophical. However, it is the philosophical 

doctrine of reason or rationality. While rationality is considered as the state of having 

good sense and sound judgment. According to the Merriam - Webster Dictionary, 

rationalism is the practice of guiding one’s actions and opinions solely by what seems 

reasonable (Ubani, 2019, p.7). The concept of rationalism is traceable to Plato’s political 

philosophy and can be better assimilated within the context of his theory of rationalism 

based on rulership. No doubt, rationalists could be likened to Plato’s conception of 

philosopher kings who are supposedly comprehensively knowledgeable in politics and 

governance. 

 

Ndu (1998, p.19) strongly believes in this Plato’s position, when he posited that only those 

who have acquired the knowledge of this science of government, of rulership, should rule 

everywhere. This, of course, justifies the rationale for intellectual leadership which Plato 

exemplified in the philosopher king for the good of society. Based on epistemology, there 

is the general perception that rationalism emphasizes “reason as the chief source and test 

of knowledge” (Ubani, 2015, p.22). It is also any view appealing to reason as a source of 

knowledge or justification. Lacey (1996) views rationalism as a methodology or a theory 

in which the criterion of the truth is no sensory but intellectual and deductive. This is 

evident in the feet that there is a great deal of synergy between ethics and rationalism. 

Thus, ethical rationalism is essentially about the identification of the distinction between 

right and wrong choice as well as the distinction between reasonable and unreasonable 

choice (http;//mind.oxfordjoumals.org/content/LI/204/343.extract). 

 

Corruption, simply put, was and is still a growing concern of all human societies of the 

globe. Several interpretative explanations of corruption have been offered. Thus, in the 

context of moral and religious studies, corruption can be said to mean total moral, socio-

political and economic decadence affecting the entirety of the social equilibrium. 

According to Alapiki (2015, p.35), corruption can be viewed as the deliberate or 

inadvertent violation of ethics and codes that are supposed to govern the behaviour of a 

particular profession, public service, private transaction, contractual agreements and 

actions which lead to selfish and dishonest personal gains to the disadvantage of another 
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person, the system or society in general. It must be recalled that corruption is an 

aberration, so to speak, and the abandonment of good habits as well as ethical standard. 

It mostly emphasizes bribery, embezzlement and the use of position power to influence 

decisions in order to benefit the selfish interest of those involved in it. 

 

Corruption is any deviation from the societal accepted standard of behaviour for the 

purposes of aggrandizing one's personal interest as opposed to the interest of the 

collectives (Awuzie, 2010). Egwemi (2012, p.2) while conceptualizing corruption, quoted 

Osoba’s definition of the term as “an anti-social behaviour conferring improper benefits 

contrary to legal and moral norms, and which undermines the capacity of authorities to 

improve the living conditions of the people”. Corruption seemingly has a contagion effect 

devoid of respect for sectorial boundaries; hence, it is a global phenomenon. That in itself 

makes corruption endemic, pervasive as well as systemic in all ramifications. Aluko (2006) 

as cited in Saliu (2012) puts it thus: 

 

Corruption (is) the act of illegally diverting resources 

(particularly financial resources) meant for the good of 

the citizenry in a defined geographical area by a 

privileged individual or a group, for personal use 

presumably for self-aggrandizement (p.119). 

 

Given the definitional controversy of the term “corruption” and its dimensions, it is 

therefore inter alia - ranging from political, economic, bureaucratic, electoral, judicial, 

social etc. In a nutshell, what is of interest to us, is that in whatever guise it raises its ugly 

head; it perverts public morality and also disturbs the social equilibrium which obviously 

is the case in contemporary Nigeria. 

 

Methodology 

This study adopts the descriptive survey design. This design is chosen as the most 

appropriate given the nature of the study. As a philosophical study in political 

philosophy, it is non-empirical and its source of data collection is usually secondary data 

and qualitative. However, this is analyzed through a historical-analytical method; with a 

view to providing clarifications of concepts and explanations predicated on political 

arguments and syllogism. 

 

Theoretical Framework 

Philosophically, it is apropos for this study to adopt Aristotle’s teleological theory. This 

is particularly with a view to understanding his argument in the context of the ethical role 
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of the state. Teleology is therefore any philosophical account that holds that final causes 

exist in nature. It is also the science of the ends or purposes that things serve. This is why 

Ndu (1998, p.40) explained that Aristotelian teleology deals with the developmental 

process of anything. He also stated that the nature of anything is to be appreciated at the 

point of its fullest maturity which is invariably a clear manifestation of the good. Aristotle, 

of course, argues that the ethical role of the state is to produce a morally upright, rational 

and law-abiding citizens. According to Jaja (2007): 

 

The state does not exist merely for companionship but for noble role 

actions, for the production of a good and virtuous man. This, of course, is 

the ethical role of the state. It is the contention of Aristotle that the bad 

actions of a man which do not infringe on the right of others are as vicious 

as those that do. A state that only seeks to prevent infringement on rights 

rather than in the prevention of bad action in general is only performing 

half its duty as a state. To deter a criminal from committing a crime for 

fear of punishment is to leave the criminal as bad as he was before. A state 

which does not care for how good or bad its citizens are so long as they do 

not commit crime is not performing its proper duty (p.41-42).   

 

In Aristotle’s conception of the role of the state is therefore comprehensive. The state, as 

a matter of fact, has the sacrosanct role of character molding, maintaining discipline and 

civility amongst her citizens. The realization of this precipitates healthy human society 

which in turn promotes the needed public morality. It is perhaps for this reason that Jaja 

(2007), while remarking on the purpose of the state also clearly noted thus: 

 

Aristotle says, the purpose of the state is for the good life, not just life only. 

If it were for only life, then slaves and brute animals would form a state, 

slaves of course, have no right. Like animals they cannot participate in 

politics because they have no share in happiness nor in the life of free 

choice (p.41).  

 

However, the relevance of this theoretical perspective of Aristotle is predicated on the 

philosophical thesis that the absence of ethical rationality is the bane of corruption in 

Nigeria since colonialism till date. Thus, it should be noted also that an ideal and good 

state is one which converts good habits of its citizens into good actions. But the reverse is 

the case with contemporary Nigeria as such a state with the brazen moral problem of 

corruption.  
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Ethical Rationalism and the Crisis of Corruption in Contemporary Nigeria: A 

Philosophic Interpretation 

The ethical crisis of corruption is now obviously a serious nightmare in Nigeria. The 

Nigerian society in itself is not only undisciplined, but is corrupt through and through 

(Ndu, 2016, p.23). However, this is a clear pointer to the fact that corruption in Nigeria has 

over the years become a practice with reckless abandon. Thus, Ogundiya (2009) holds the 

opinion that during Babangida’s regime corruption in Nigeria was raised to a level of state 

policy and allegations of corrupt practices were treated with utmost levity thereby 

destroying all the efforts of the previous regimes. 

 

Corrupt practices heightened especially among the political leadership class and public 

office holders, as a result, corruption became Nigeria’s second colonial name, and given 

that commentators agree to a very large extent that the legalization and institutionalization 

of corruption in Nigeria has its root in the heydays of General Babangida (Ubani, 2019). 

Hence, the term “IBB Boys” emerged, meaning fronts for the head of state in business 

realm, someone who will transact dirty deals from drugs dealing to money laundering 

(Ekong & Onye, 2017, p.5). It implies so glaringly that a sense of discipline and ethical 

rationality became a case of a missing link in both private and public conduct of Nigerians. 

And quite frankly, in Babangida’s regime, it got the point that Nigerians were seen 

displaying all forms of irrationality and moral decadence. While specifically explaining the 

deepening crisis of ethical values in Nigerian public universities, Irikana (2021, p.42-43) 

observed that “the moral decadence in public universities, as reflected in the behaviours 

of students and lecturers, has no doubt impacted quite negatively on the essence of 

university in Nigeria”. Whereas, Nigeria is a country where social irrationality constitutes 

the mode of existence and reproduction of social order (Irikana, 2021, p.23). This perhaps 

may have accounted for several ethical problems ravaging all sectors of the contemporary 

Nigerian state. For instance, between 1985 and 1993, the embezzlement of public funds and 

the activities of 419 operators became so alarmingly high and pathetically touching hence 

the destruction of Nigeria’s public morality and also disparaging her national image in the 

international community. This trend has continued till date whether openly or in any form 

of disguise. It is of course unfortunate that many Nigerians’ ethical orientation has been so 

corrupted and hijacked by corruption agents — corruption minded politicians, religious 

leaders, and ethnic bigots (Ekong and Onye, 2017, p.l). 

 

The increasing level of corruption in Nigeria has been quite problematic. This perhaps 

could have also led to the likening of the Nigerian state as it were to a zoo, by Chief 

Nnamdi Kanu, the leader of the Indigenous Peoples of Biafra (IPOB). Thus, the present-

day Nigeria is seemingly a place where all forms of animalistic tendencies exist such as 
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impunity, state terrorism, ritual killings, homosexuality etc. This is a direct opposite of the 

original purpose of the Aristotelian state - i.e. the good life of the citizenry. Indeed, one can 

also as a result of this surmise that the Nigerian society has degenerated into the Hobbesian 

state of nature which is characteristic of war and the absence of society (Nwosu, 2006; Ndu, 

2017). 

 

Furthermore, most Nigerians have unconsciously lost their sense of rationality due to the 

fact that they no longer and/or at times hardly obey the laws of the land thereby brazenly 

leading to corrupt practices. For instance, in the words of Irikana (2021): 

   

Public universities have degenerated to the level where seating heads of 

department act arbitrarily to alter approved academic programmes; refuse 

to allocate courses to perceived enemy colleagues; hijack courses (with 

large students population) where they have no competence, engage in 

voodoo practices; embezzle funds belonging to the department and even 

funds belonging to students’ associations in the department (p.43). 

 

In Nigeria today, one can equally effortlessly find most citizens obeying laws without 

being compelled to do so. This is worse to the extent that the “Reason” to obey even 

natural law is lacking. The situation appears so worrisome. However, despite the various 

mechanisms and efforts by successive Nigerian governments in recent times, especially 

the setting up of the Independent Corrupt Practices and Other Related Offences 

Commission (ICPC) and the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) by the 

administration of former president Olusegun Obasanjo in 2000 and 2003 respectively; in 

curbing the scourge of corruption in Nigeria have remained a constant nightmare. Some 

scholars like Iwundu (2015), Ndu and Uranta (2016) and Uranta (2017) believe that 

corruption is a psychological problem as well as a product of the human mind and 

psychology. 

 

 Though, corruption is described as a physical symptom and manifestation of the 

abnormality in the development of the human mind and by extension his personality 

(Ndu & Uranta, 2016 as cited in Uranta 2017, p. 94). The human mind, by implication, is 

synonymous with rationality. The absence of ethical rationality then explains the general 

nature of corruption. For instance, the most worrisome of the gravity of the issue of 

corruption in Nigerian public space has been associated with high profile cases of political 

cum bureaucratic corruption. 
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Table 1. Some High-Profile Corruption Cases in Nigeria  

Names Portfolio Nature of Corruption 

Patrick 

Akpobolokemi 

Former Nigerian Maritime 

Administration and Safety 

Agency (NIMASA) boss 

Charged for looting over 12billion 

Alh. Abdullahi 

Dikko 

Former Nigerian Customs 

Service boss 

Accused of looting N40 billion from 

Nigerian customs coffers 

Alex Badeh Former chief of Defense 

staff 

Accused of looting N320 million 

another N260 million 

Diezani Alison- 

Madueke 

Former Minister of 

Petroleum 

Accused of looting over $20 billion 

Sambo Dasuki Former National Security 

Adviser (NSA) 

Accused of diversion of over $2.1 

billion 

Olisa Metuh Former PDP spokesman Accused of benefitting N400 

million from Dasuki’ supposed $2.1 

billion 

Musiiiu Obanikoro Former Minister of State 

for Defence 

Accused of N4.7 billion from 

Dasuki’s supposed loot 

Raymond Dokpesi Former Chairman of Daar 

Communications (AfT & 

Raypower) 

Accused of N2.1 billion through the 

Central Bank of Nigeria on the 

specific orders of the NSA 

Femi Fani-Kayode 
Former Minister of 

Aviation and former 

spokesperson of President 

Goodluck Jonathan 

campaign organization 

Arraigned in court by EFCC 

alongside Sen. Nemadi Usman, 

former minister of state for finance 

over an alleged N1.5 billion fraud. 

And also accused by EFFC for 

collecting N4.7 billion as well as 

collecting money from Dasuki for 

Jonathan’s re-election bid. 

Patience Jonathan Wife of former President 

Goodluck Ebele Jonathan 

Accused by EFFC for running 

several accounts running into 

billions of naira in Skye bank and 

possession of properties in choice 

areas. 

Stella Oduah Former Minister of 

Aviation 

Accused of the purchase of two 

bullet proof BMW cars at inflated 

rate of N255 million in 

collaboration of the Nigerian Civil 



South-South Journal of Humanities and international Studies                      Vol.4 No.4 December, 2021 
 

Aristotle’s Ethical Rationalism and the Crisis of Corruption in Contemporary Nigeria     321 

Aviation Authority. 

Abba Moro Former Minister of Interior Accused of immigration 

recruitment scandal of N1000 

charge on all applicants; and the 

subsequent loss of 20 lives in the 

recruitment process. 

Atiku Abubakar 

Kigo 

Former Director of police 

pension office 

Accused alongside Miss Uzoma 

Cyril Attang; chief accountant and 

four others on N32.8 billion 

embezzled from police pension 

funds. 

Babachir Lawal 
Former Secretary to the 

Government of the 

Federation 

Accused of N200 million for the 

contract of clearing of invasive 

plant species in Yobe state awarded 

to his private company 

Abdulrasheed 

Maina 

Former Head of the 

Taskforce on pension 

reforms 

Accused of pension fund 

embezzlement to the tone of N2 

billion ($5.6 million, 4.8 million 

euros) 

National Assembly Senate Committee on 

Public Accounts 

Reported that 85 government 

parastatals in Buhari’s government 

are yet to submit their reports since 

his government inception in May, 

2015. 

All Progressives 

Congress (APC) 

Zamfara State Chapter 2018 party primaries being 

declared null and void by the 

Supreme Court of Nigeria on May, 

24 2019. 

Muhammadu 

Buhari 

President Being compelled to declare his 

assets by the Code of Conduct 

Bureau. 
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Abba Kyari Suspended Deputy 

Commissioner of Police 

and Commander of 

Inspector General of Police 

Intelligence Response 

Team (IRT) 

Probed by NDLEA and arrested 

with 4 others for N3billion 

Tramadol seizure; an illegal drug 

deal in Lagos 

Source: Researcher’s compilation from various Nigerian Dailies & Television/Radio 

Commentaries. 

 

Similarly, Uranta (2017) reported that since the inception of Nigeria’s Fourth Republic in 

May, 1999, there had been ex-governors in Nigeria facing various corruption cases 

prosecuted by the famous Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC). The table 

below underscores this report:  

 

Table 2: Some of the Ex-governor on EFCC trial 

S/N Governor State Alleged Offence 

1 Abdulahi 

Adamu 

Nasarawa Alleged misappropriation and embezzlement 

of about N15 billion. 

2 Joshua Dariye Plateau 14 count charge of corruption and money 

laundering involving N1.2bn, $110,000 and 

20,000 pounds. 

3 Chimaraoke Enugu Illegal diversion and embezzlement of 5.2 

billion from allocation of local government 

councils. 

4 Aminu Turaki Jigawa 32 count charge of illegally diverting over 

N33bn and $20 million public funds. 

5 Jolly Tanko 

Nyame 

Taraba 41 count charge of stealing. Illegal diversion of 

funds, misappropriation of public funds, 

inflation contract sums, criminal breach of 

trust and bribery to the tune of N1.6bn. He 

reportedly offered to return the alleged loot.  

6 Orji Uzor Kalu Abia 107 count charge of diversion of public funds 

and N5.2bn which was laundered. 

7 Peter Odili Rivers Alleged misappropriation of N89bn, both in 

local foreign currencies. 

Source: Uranta (2017, p.96). 
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In addition, Akpan and Wilson (2020) in their study identified some corruption cases in 

Akwa/Ibom State that have occurred owing to the lack of democratic governance in the 

state in terms of its development. Though, these researchers also noted that the EFCC has 

investigated the underlisted corruption cases without prosecuting or punishing the 

offenders in the state to serve as a deterrence to other officials of government intending to 

do likewise. 

 

Table 3: Cases of Corruption in Akwa/Ibom State of Nigeria 

S/N  Name of Accused 

Persons 

Alleged Corruption Cases Date 

Arrested 

Judgment 

1 Mr. Bassem, former 

Commissioner for 

Finance in 

Akwa/Ibom State 

and Mr. Olajide 

Omokore an oil 

marketer.   

Bribe allegations contract 

for the purchase of 12 cars 

worth 254 million naira for 

Akwa/Ibom State 

Government 

12th of 

March, 

2019 

Pending 

2 Akwa/Ibom State 

Government officials 

Alleged withdrawal of 

N6.5billion in cash from an 

impress account meant for 

the development of 

Akwa/Ibom State 

Government into private 

use. 

14th of 

December, 

2018 

Pending 

3 Senator Godswill 

Akpabio 

Allegations of stealing over 

N100 from the coffers of 

Akwa State when he was 

governor 

 Pending 

Source: Akpan & Wilson (2020, p.131-132). 

 

The above explains the extent and beyond, to which public morality in Nigeria has been 

greatly eroded and devastated. Thus, most Nigerians, without realizing it, especially the 

leaders do not seem to have self-discipline in discharging their public functions as 

enunciated in the foregoing high-prof political corruption cases in contemporary Nigeria. 

Our public office holders shamelessly loot the commonwealth and public funds in their 

possession as privileged. Discipline is then the soul of the society and its absence implies 

that human society being likened to the human body that is alive but the soul is dead which 
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gives credence to the existence of an aggregation of biological human being without the 

ontological element of civility (Ndu, 2016). This, infact, explains the lack of moral 

commitment and ethical rationality in the Nigerian society which automatically 

culminates in the monster called “corruption”. 

 

Law, Morality and the Nigerian State 

The state in actuality is a moral entity (Nwosu, 2006). Aristotle thus accorded a significant 

position to law in his moral philosophy. According to him, laws in the Aristotelian state 

were needed not only for the common man but also for the philosopher ruler in a state for 

without laws even the most disciplined person or citizen can become indisciplined.  He 

believes that law is a great restraining force in a state. He further views it as the sum of all 

spiritual limits and as such dispassionate reasoning. Also worthy of note is that Aristotle 

emphasized that the supremacy of law is a mark of a good state and not merely an 

unfortunate necessary. The wisest individual, for example, cannot replace rule of law 

because whereas law in itself is impersonal; even most passionless ruler cannot become 

impersonal given the sacrosanctity of both natural and positive law (Ubani, 2015). The 

“Will” of the state is generally articulated, expressed and projected through the 

instrumentality of the law. This means that wherever we find the state, law must definitely 

be there. This is because morality is established by the law. Thus, the laws made by the 

state come from definite moral backgrounds (Nwosu, 2006). As Nwosu (2006, p.25) also 

observed, it is such grounds that give legitimacy to it, that command obedience to it and 

enable the State to speak the abstract language of law.  Fundamentally, the aim of law in 

the state is to promote the spiritual life of the citizens as it also determines morality. Hence, 

there is no supreme power in the other than the law for it represents dispassionate 

reasoning, wisdom and social conscience (Mukhi, 2012). According to Aristotle, the law 

has a habituating influence which implies that a continuous obedience to the law has a 

way of influencing human behaviour in a given state. 

 

But quite unfortunately, most public office holders in Nigeria today (if not all), from the 

rising incidences of moral decadence and corruption cannot be said to be disciplined from 

this philosophical perspective of our discourse. In civilized societies therefore, disciplined 

citizens have both moral and legal obligations to obey the extant laws and also help in 

administering the laws. This is obviously not the case in Nigeria given that a 

preponderance of its citizens cannot also be said to be law- abiding. They often contravene 

the laws with reckless abandon. Law-abidingness reflects the citizens’ relationship with 

the state, and sociability shows the relationship of the citizen with other citizens (Ndu, 

2016, p.23). This perhaps in itself should have promoted our public morality for a better 

Nigerian state. Regrettably, it has been observed with dismay that over 70% of those 
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personalities involved in the identified corruption cases in contemporary Nigeria have not 

been decisively and conclusively dealt with, within the ambit of the Nigerian 

jurisprudence. Perhaps, due to certain obvious reasons such as ethnicity, religion, legal 

technicalities and bottlenecks, political linings, patronage and affiliations. 

 

The obvious gap between ethical rationality and disciplined public conduct also reveals 

that corrupt practices are overwhelming in Nigeria. For instance, electoral malpractices 

affect the prospects of Nigeria’s democracy and national development because of the 

inordinate ambitions on the part of desperate politicians (Gilbert & Ubani, 2015). Ake in 

Alapiki (2004, p.56) opines that the wealthiest people in Nigeria are generally people who 

have acquired wealth through state power by political corruption, by access to state 

contracts, agency rates or concessions such as import licenses - which does not usually 

involve them in direct productive activity. 

 

However, based on Aristotle’s concept of ethical rationalism, it could be understood that 

those who indulge in whatever corrupt practices are considered ignorant and enemies of 

disciplined and civilized human society where obedience to law is sacrosanct and 

fundamental. This is why Iwundu (2015, p .5) is of the strong opinion that corruption is 

one endemic disease which seems to have done more damages and eroded the chance of 

national rebirth, both at low and high place, and its resultant effect is the skyrocketing 

upsurge in crime and criminality among Nigerian youths. Consequently, the ethical issues 

of kidnapping, militancy, Boko Haram. terrorism and of course cultism are obvious, 

fallouts of corruption in contemporary Nigeria due to the absence of ethical rationality 

and effective social control. 

 

Conclusion 

The problem of corruption is generally as old as time and the cradle of human civilization. 

Undoubtedly, it has been a recurring decimal in all human societies of the world which 

also affects all facets of societal life and public morality. No society as a matter of reality 

is devoid of corruption but that of Nigeria appears unprecedented owing largely to the 

validation of our hypothesis that the absence of ethical rationality has led to the crisis of 

corruption in contemporary Nigeria. This is a clear negation of disciplined political 

practice (Ndu, 2016; Ndu, 2002). Hence, the more ethical a society is, will in turn translate 

into how rational its politics will be. Politics is therefore the soul of human society which 

controls the totality of societal life. 
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Recommendations 

Given the normative nature of this study, we therefore strongly recommend that in order 

to achieve a relatively corruption free Nigeria, the following steps should be taken: 

1. The Nigerian political class, public officers and Nigerians at large should as a 

matter of necessity imbibe self-discipline and civility (ethical rationality) in their 

conduct. This is to enable them become highly patriotic and law-abiding citizens 

so as engender a relatively corruption free and better Nigeria. 

2. The Nigerian should better constitutionally empower its relevant government 

agencies like the National Orientation Agency (NOA) to effectively emphasize 

value orientation for the promotion of public morality in Nigeria. Besides, the 

“change begins with me” orientation programme in Nigeria should be sincerely 

and genuinely pursed with vigour and great commitment so as to promote and 

achieve the slogan of “Good People Great Nation”. 

3. Religious bodies, ethnic groups and other civil society organizations should 

conscientiously educate their respective members and the general public for a 

better Nigeria. Besides, religious and moral education should be made 

compulsory and aggressively taught at all levels of the Nigerian educational 

system for the purposes of value change and orientation.  

4. Politics as a unifying factor should be approached with decency because the more 

ethical society appears, the more rational its politics will be. 

5. The Nigerian legal system should be overhauled and strengthened so as to 

decisively deal with corruption cases without politically influencing them and 

unnecessary delay tactics from the powers that be. 
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