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Abstract 
 This article articulates the methodologies and their effects on diplomatic studies. 

The research design incorporates descriptive and scientific analyses.  The data for 

the study was systematically collect, organized and critically analyzed as well as 

synthesized and authenticated. In the data analysis, the researcher interrogate data 

collected and consider the authenticity of the evidence by checking the 

genuineness or validity of the sources and the admissibility of the evidence. A 

systematic research procedure must be objective and detached from primary 

interests. The work hopes to assist the government and society on how to conduct 

both internal and external diplomacy to the benefit of the nation state.  
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Introduction 

Diplomacy is most often an act carried out by representatives of a state or non-state actors, 

usually behind closed doors. It is a silent process working along in its routine (and often 

highly complex) form, carried out by the rank-and-file diplomats and representatives, 

(McGlinchey, 2017, p.1). Because diplomacy is conducted fairly often behind closed doors, 

it becomes imperative for scholars to understand how to conduct research in a field that 

can be so taciturn. 

 

This article discusses the research design that can help to conduct research in diplomatic 

studies. It explains its method of the data collection, and how they were stored and the 

challenges that most likely would be encountered in the field in the research of diplomacy 

or any such fields in the history and social sciences. It not only shows the methodology 

that scholars can use but also how the research data needs to be analyzed.  They must be 

based on variety of sources, of primary and secondary sources. They must be from genuine 

and valid sources that re verifiable. 
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Research Design 

It is appropriate to use historical research design because when that is adopted adopted in 

this kind of research work it provides both descriptive and scientific analyses. These 

methods stick to the procedures and practices, and acts as compass to guide any researcher 

to arrive at an acceptable and verifiable conclusion. Therefore, any researcher of diplomatic 

studies must take into cognizance the historical procedures that identify a specific problem 

of inquiry, systematically collect the data, organize and critically analyze them, synthesize 

and authenticate the data that would be available. 

 

Such research design must adopt descriptive method because it describes a phenomenon 

and its characteristics. It is concerned with what has happened and how it happened. 

Descriptive design has to be used to describe the characteristics and situation of the 

population of study (Nassaji, 2015, p.121).  

 

Historical research method is the systematic collection of data to describe, explain, and 

understand actions or events that occurred sometime in the past. It is an act of 

reconstruction performed in a spirit of critical reflective investigation, for the purpose of 

achieving an accurate representation of the reality of past times, based on physical 

evidence, contemporaneous documents, observations and written accounts of other people 

(Albulescu, 2018, p.186). The historical research method needs to be used in the research 

to examine the events and conditions that occurred in the past as related to the present 

study for a better understanding of the intricate nature of the conflict. 

 

Sources of Data 

The study must be work built on a variety of sources of data, both primary and secondary 

sources. Such study must be based on an interface of oral tradition, oral history, direct 

interviews and analyzing contents of accessed documents in articles, books, write-ups, 

periodicals, academic journals, newspapers, books, advertorials, and it the case of the 

Ogoni struggle, the research analyzed tribunal judgements and Provisional ruling Council 

(PRC) decisions. 

 

In using historical research methodology primary sources of data must be collected for the 

research in which oral interviews, both group and individual interviews. Oral data so 

collected would be oral tradition and oral history. Oral tradition are historical information 

or testimonies passed on orally from one person to another over several generations and 

are the verbal account of a community’s history and culture. Oral history is the verbal 

account of an event(s) or life experience by an informant(s) or participant observers, actors 

or eye-witnesses of those events. Oral data uses are consist of oral tradition and oral 
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history. The researcher must ask deep searching questions of his oral sources and about 

the theories he uses in his explanations and analysis of his sources. 

 

Both sources need to play significant roles in any such study.  Even when most of the work 

might be contextually contemporaneous, oral tradition as a historical source material 

would provide an added fillip to the discourse. The advantages of these oral sources are 

their capacity to provide first hand data which the researcher used to collaborate or refute 

other works on the Ogoni struggle. In the Ogoni struggle they helped the researchers to 

properly understand the grievances of the oil bearing communities in the Niger Delta and 

Ogoni in particular. To understand the challenges they faced with their occupation of 

farming and fishing, socio-political organization, their wellbeing, and their anger over the 

destruction of their environment because of the oil scourge. The research explains the 

enormity of their sentiments and their desire to control their resources or at least gain some 

substantial benefits out of it as well as clean up their environment as a solution to national 

integration. 

 

Oral sources have been of huge assistance in historical reconstructions regardless of their 

vulnerabilities of political manipulations, unreliability based on shortcomings of memory 

and poor chronology, these shortcomings do not discount their use in the reconstruction 

of the past in the present. It had been noted that “Most of the problems found in oral 

tradition are not peculiar only to oral tradition nor strong enough to invalidate it as an 

authentic source of evidence, it can only be used with care and discrimination as other 

sources” (Alagoa,1977, pp. 24-26). What this research has done was to select from the past 

the data that had bearing on this study. 

 

Profoundly useful could be the scholarly writings on the issue, social commentators, public 

policy analysis, internet documents of relevant government agencies, Transnational 

Advocacy Networks, tribunal, third-party sources from SPDC etc. These secondary 

sources would include data relied on from written sources such as archival materials, 

documents, books, journals, newspapers, magazines etc. This would include the researcher 

visiting the National archive at Enugu, Nigerian Institute of International Affairs, Lagos, 

University of Lagos library, University of Port Harcourt library and other major Nigerian 

university libraries and several Port Harcourt libraries. In the case of the Ogoni struggle 

efforts to interview staff of the Federal Ministry of Foreign Affairs or obtain documents 

from there were rebuffed with clear understanding that the Ogoni case was still active 

therefore government agencies cannot respond to a researcher on the issue. It was also 

practically impossible to obtain any information from SPDC as roadblocks were erected 
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every step of the way including from even friends in the establishment to forestall any 

cooperation. This behavior of SPDC and the government is understandable.  

 

Methods of Data Collection 

Researchers must ensure the genuineness and validity of the sources of their data 

collection. To ensure this was creditably done, he must apply the strictest possible 

historical methodology in the collection and interpretation of the materials from variant 

versions of events and combining same with other sources. He could use theories from 

other disciplines such as in anthropology, sociology, economics, political science, 

environmental economics, geography, etc and written sources to explain his findings. 

 

Data collection through oral interviews needs to be in a one-on-one, and group interviews. 

These interviews should be conducted face to face and recorded on electronic devices to 

avoid mistakes and misunderstandings, and in some cases repeat interviews would be 

needed to clarify issues. Often the same questions should be asked different persons or 

groups to authenticate prior narration of events earlier obtained.  Data should be collected 

from books, journal articles, publications, newspapers, magazines, libraries, etc. It will be 

important to conduct interviews in a large enough population and groups to have a wide 

knowledge in the area of study. In the Ogoni struggle, no less than forty persons were 

interviewed ranging from the gamut of the foundation members of KAGOTE, signatories 

to the Ogoni Bill of Rights still alive, retired politicians of Ogoni extraction, some members 

of the first MOSOP executive who are still alive, some MOSOP activists, some victims of 

the Ogoni struggle, etc.  

 

The scholar will have to list representative samples of his interviewees in the appendix for 

the purposes of authentication the views obtained in the field. One of the barriers in 

research could be language i.e. the mode of communication in the area of research. The 

researcher needs to fluent in the language in which his interviewees communicate or 

employ a reliable interpreter. Again, for the purposes for authentication, sample 

questionnaires should be included in the researched work to see how much the researcher 

rigorously interrogated his data.  

 

Methods of Data Analysis 

A major tool of historical research is data analysis. By so doing the researcher must 

confront and consider the authenticity of the evidence collected by checking the 

genuineness or validity of the sources. This gives the researcher the opportunity to cross-

check the admissibility of the evidence, compare to see if it is what it appears to be,  gives 
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room to draw synergies, and if it can answer the questions the researcher posed and adopt 

the inter-disciplinary approach as the principle methodology in his work. 

 

It is the responsibility of the researcher to demonstrate honesty and competently evaluate 

the data at his disposal by adopting the comparative methods of data analysis from the 

various sources before attempting historical reconstruction of the objectives of this 

research. 
 

The researcher need to analyze the data through qualitative data analysis method which 

include; narrative analysis, discourse analysis, framework analysis and all grounded in 

theory. The researcher must repeat research questions to several audiences to distill what 

was correct or what was not so. The critical evaluation of the sources must intentionally be 

done to check the reliability of the various sources and compare those with the finding of 

scholars of other disciplines. This methodology juxtaposes the oral evidence with archival 

and written sources. In the Ogoni struggle, this method exposed the changes in revenue 

sharing formulars from the colonial, first republic to the era of military incursions into the 

administration of the country up to the present. It also uncovered how the economic 

fortunes of the country changed with crude oil and gas resources from Ogoni and the Niger 

delta by boosting the finances of the Nigerian state. How it improved the economic, social 

and political life of the nation while leaving the Ogoni and other oil producing 

communities with the short end of the stick of polluted and damaged environment with 

nothing to show for it. This explains what has been called the Lazy economy of Nigeria. 
 

Conclusion 

Whenever a researcher fails to adopt a rigorous methodology, the researcher’s findings 

will fail to neither effectively neither illuminate the past into a living present nor 

adequately reconstruct the cause and effect of such conflict to stave off future diplomatic 

crisis. Because such an exhaustive or in-depth research studies were never conducted by 

most researcher on how the despoliation of the Ogoni environment, its citizen revolt 

against the MNOCs operating in their region and the Nigerian government and her 

business partners, they failed to see the nexus between Nigeria being enmeshed in 

diplomatic conflict with the international community in 1995. The Ogoni agitation for a 

clean environment, and for a fair proportion of the benefits of the resources mined in their 

land and political autonomy within Nigerian federation was the ligament of Nigeria’s 

woes while the execution of Ogoni nine and the suspension of Nigeria from the 

commonwealth of nations, sanctions, and denial of hosting FIFA under 17 world Cup in 

1996 was the ligature of Nigeria fall from being the darling of the West to a pariah state. 

In using historical research design, the researcher must understand the benefits of 

descriptive and scientific analysis to describe a phenomenon and its characteristics.  He 
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must pay particular attention to his sources of data collection, particularly using primary 

and secondary sources. He must ensure to employ direct interface of oral tradition, oral 

history of interviewees and properly analyze them. His sources of data collection must be 

top notch and genuine. His oral interviews need to be conducted from amongst large 

population of his area of study and from creditable sources.  
 

The researcher needs to have both group and one-on-one interviews and crosscheck the 

information received from one source with those of the others to sieve what was real from 

fiction. In his data analysis he has to confront the data against each other for genuineness 

and authenticity. As a researcher he has to exhibit honesty and competence in his analysis 

of the data he obtained from the field and also use appropriate theories from related 

disciplines to explain his findings. 
 

The research methods in diplomatic studies must be an attempt to establish the facts of the 

events arrive at the conclusions and provide a good prognosis of the handling of the vexing 

issues or the course that need to be stay to enhance the relationships. In the example used 

above of the events of MOSOP and Nigeria, it has to establish why Nigeria was in 

diplomatic conflict using the vexing issues of the oil-bearing communities in the Niger 

Delta and how those has to be addressed to the benefits of all. 
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