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Abstract 
The paper examines the causes and consequences of xenophobia in South Africa. 

The import of the study stems from the rising tide of intra-race animosity which 

has elicited grave inter-state unrest, suspicion and massacre in Africa. The paper 

adopts both quantitative and qualitative methods in exploring the issue so as to 

situate how its ramifications are posing as grave challenges to the continent’s 

developmental aspirations and potentials. This becomes worrisome because 

Africa is a continent that yearns for urgent development to pull it from the 

backyards and backwaters of the global economic system. It also adopts the 

conflict theory to operationalize its subject-matter. At the end, the study discovers 

that the xenophobic attacks are manifestations of failure of the state in South Africa 

to frontally address the menace. It is also a manifestation of lack of cognizance for 

history in terms of the roles played by countries like Nigeria in liberating the 

xenophobic country from colonialism and apartheid rule. The study also showed 

that the attacks have hampered development possibilities, foreign direct 

investments and intra-Africa trade relations. It recommends that the South African 

authorities should be more frontal in dealing with the situation by bringing to 

book those responsible for the heinous act. It also recommends that rather than 

scare away nationals from other countries, South Africans should be better-

behaved so that they can attract FDI to the country which will in turn create jobs 

and other economic opportunities for them. The paper concludes that if Africa 

must move forward developmentally, there must be synergy among Africans.  

 

Keywords: Xenophobia, Development, Underdevelopment, South Africa, Colonialism 

 

Introduction  

Africa of today is replete with situations of anti-state unrest, economic underdevelopment, 

political malfeasance, administrative competency gap, all of which are signposts of 

governance failure or its manifestations. This situation has led to mass poverty, mass 

illiteracy, mass disease, mass decay in virtually all sectors and segments of the continent – 
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from East to West, from South to North and indeed with the Center almost assuming the 

status of the most dismal.  Africa which represents the most populous black continent is to 

this end been tagged the most regressive in that its socio-political cum economic indices 

continue to nosedive, falling below ground zero, yet it is one of the most naturally 

endowed region of the world.  

 

The rise of intra-racial animosity in Africa popularized by recurrent xenophobic miasma 

and tremors in South Africa is deepening the already parlous development conditions in 

which the biggest black continent finds itself. 

 

It is also a manifestation of the fact that Africans have learnt nothing from the divide-and-

rule tactics by the ex-colonialists to balkanize, polarize and pulverize them so as to 

foreclose any possibility for them to organize and galvanize towards incarnating the 

fidelity of progress on the continent. 

 

Mazrui (1980) asserts that:  

i. Africa is the first habitat of man but is the last to be made habitable.  

ii. Africans are not the most brutalized of peoples but are probably the most 

humiliated in modern history.  

iii. African societies are not the closest to the west culturally but have been 

experiencing the most rapid pace of westernization this century.  

iv. Africa is not the poorest of the regions of the world in resources but it is the least 

developed of the inhabited continents.  

v. Africa is not the smallest of the continents but it is probably the most fragmented.  

vi. Africa is the most central of all the continents in geographical location but 

politically and to some extent militarily, it may be the most marginal  

 

Oyebola (1976) laments that “the black (African) man has always been and he is still the 

world’s underdog”. He notes further that “as black peoples, we have no country to be 

proud of in terms of its great inventions and discoveries, its technical equipment and 

political power. No black country has successfully developed or adapted the technology 

of industrial civilization to assure its citizens a high standard of living…No black country 

has solved the problem of poverty among a great majority of its citizens. None has found 

any concrete solutions to the problem of poor nutrition, endemic diseases, inadequate basic 

education and infrastructural facilities”.  

 

This sordid picture is given impetus by the position of Okolo (2002) when he submitted 

that “…The history of the Blackman has remained, in most cases, that of numbers without 
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power, quantity without quality indeed with very little achievement to show for it….He 

constantly slaughters his kith and kin in ethnic rivalries, border clashes, fratricidal wars, 

etc, with foreign weapons and worse still, personnel (mercenaries)”.  

 

Africa is the root of the black man. 

It could be argued that it was against the above backdrop that Adedeji (1987) contends that 

Africa as a third world continent has fallen from being a third world continent to a fourth 

world continent or to that despicable level Collier (2007) calls the “bottom billion”.  

 

Adedeji buttresses his argument by enumerating seven indices of a fourth world country 

– these he calls the 7 Ds: Dependence, Debt, Demography, Drought, Desertification, 

Destabilization and Disequilibrium.  

 

He asserts that rather than Africa moving upward on the social mobility ladder of 

countries that are developing and that have developed, Africa has been experiencing 

downward social slid or mobility.  

 

The seven Ds, he argues, are essentially caused, especially in contemporary times, by weak 

state institutions and bad political governance.  

 

No doubt, Africa's deteriorating socio-economic situation is baffling, but not surprising. 

The continent's untapped mineral wealth is immense and its tourism potential is 

enormous. Yet, it is inexorably mired in steaming squalor, misery, deprivation, and chaos. 

According to the African Observer(June 7 – 20, 1999: p.23): “Four out of 10 Africans live in 

absolute poverty and recent evidence suggests that poverty is on the increase . . . If Africa 

wants to reduce poverty by half over the next 15 years, it needs to attain and sustain an 

average annual growth rate of 7 percent – an enormous task.” 

 

The African continent, consisting of 54 countries, is the least developed region of the Third 

World. In 1997, the PPP GNP per capita for Africa was $1,460, compared to $1,590 for South 

Asia, $3,170 for East Asia and $6,730 for Latin America (World Bank, 2001; p.8).4 Economic 

growth rates in Africa in the 1970s averaged only 4 to 5 percent, while Latin America 

recorded a 6 and 7 percent growth rate. From 1986 to 1993 the continent's real GNP per 

capita declined 0.7 percent, while the average for the Third World increased by 2.7 percent. 

For all of Africa, real income per capita dropped by 14.6 percent from its level in 1965, 

making most Africans worse off than they were at independence. African growth rates in 

the late 90s – around 5 per cent on average – were higher than the 2 percent growth rate of 

the early 90s. But subtract an average population growth rate of 3 percent and that leaves 
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miserly rates of growth of less than 2 percent in GDP per capita – woefully insufficient to 

have a substantial impact on poverty. 

 

Several factors have been identified for this horrendous condition. Some scholars see the 

causes are internal while others believe they are external. The position of this research is 

that neither only internal nor external factors are able to explain these parlous conditions 

but that it is a grand conspiracy between the two that have led to this outlook. In this light, 

it contends that foreign mercantile or bourgeois elements represented in multinational 

corporations, the Bretton Woods institutions like the International Monetary Funds, the 

World Bank and the World Trade Organization, Paris Club of Creditors and other 

multilateral bodies team up with internal African political elites to bankrupt and vanquish 

the continent while nonetheless feigning real determination to develop it. In all this, the 

African people turn out to be the only losers or the losing and oppressed class.  

 

To this end, the study uses the Marxist political economy approach as its theoretical 

framework. This becomes relevant because it seeks to show how one class of bourgeoisie 

exploit and expropriate another class which is weak and disempowered. It however shows 

that the oppressed class will not remain oppressed forever because a time will come when 

they will rise up to unseat their oppressors in revolutionary struggles which could 

manifest in form of rebellion, revolt, arm combats, or any other anti-state activity that 

directly destabilizes the entire empire of the oppressors. The research, in applying this 

theory, argues that both the internal and external forces form a class of the oppressors 

while the disempowered African people form the class of the oppressed. It argues that the 

series of people-centered mass movements and militant or terrorist insurrection against 

the state are signs of raging storms or revolutions against the class of the oppressed. 

 

Development and Underdevelopment 

Okowa (1996) contends that “fundamentally, underdevelopment and development must 

be seen in terms of the degree to which societies are able to device tools, materially and 

institutionally, with which to productively manipulate their environments”. 

 

“The questions to ask about a country’s development are therefore what have been 

happening to poverty? What has been happening to unemployment? What has been 

happening to inequality? If all three of these have declined from high levels, then beyond 

doubt this has been a period of development for the country concerned. If one or two of 

these central problems have been growing worse, especially if all three have, it would be 

strange to call the result ‘development’ even if per capita income doubled.”(Seers, 1969) 
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“Development, in its essence, must represent the entire gamut of change by which an entire 

social system, tuned to the diverse needs and desires of individuals and social groups 

within that system moves away from a condition of life widely perceived as unsatisfactory 

and toward a situation or condition of life regarded as materially and spiritually ‘better’.” 

(Todaro, 1981). 

 

Today, Africa faces the simultaneous challenge of improving the lot of the weaker section 

of the community through the policies that re-distribute wealth and stimulate economic 

growth through business investment.  

 

Achieving the optimum balance between economic growth and re-distribution of wealth 

is not an easy task. The business community perceives that wealth-transferring policies 

increase the risk of complete government expropriation of business interests.  

 

Thus the redistributionist policies drive away capital. Without capital, growth is slow or 

non-existent, and as a result, driving away skilled employees and entrepreneurs. 

 

Conflicting Understandings of Africa’s Dismal Outlook: 

Dependency Theories 

According to dependence theories, the cause of underdevelopment is the dependence on 

industrialized countries while internal factors of developing countries are considered 

irrelevant or seen as symptoms and consequences of dependence. The development of 

industrialized countries and the underdevelopment of developing countries are parts of 

one historical process. Developing countries are dependent countries. The economic and 

political interests of industrialized countries determine their development or 

underdevelopment. The goals are superimposed. Underdevelopment is not backwardness 

but intentional downward development.  

 

As to the causes of dependence, the various theories differ, economic factors always 

dominating. External trade theories concentrate on economic relations between countries. 

Imperialism theories stress the politico-economic interest while dependencia theories 

concentrate on the deformation of internal structures by dependence which perpetuates 

the situation.  

 

Dependence theories concentrate on explanations of the genesis of underdevelopment and 

pay little attention to strategies for overcoming this situation. Implicit development here 

means liberation, end of structural dependence, and independence.   
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For instance, Mazrui (1980) asserted that almost everything that has gone wrong in Africa 

is the fault of Western colonialism and imperialism, which: “harmed indigenous 

technological development” and caused the infrastructure (roads, railways, and utilities) 

to collapse. Even, "the political decay is partly a consequence of colonial institutions 

without cultural roots in Africa". Therefore, according to this externalist view, self-

congratulatory western assertions of contributing to Africa's modernization are hollow: 

"The West has contributed far less to Africa than Africa has contributed to the industrial 

civilization of the West". In Mazrui’s version of events, decay in law enforcement and 

mismanagement of funds were all the fault of Western colonialism, which signal "the slow 

death of an alien civilization" and Africa's rebellion "against westernization masquerading 

as modernity." Western institutions are doomed “to grind to a standstill in Africa" or decay. 

Many African leaders rigidly adhered to this externalist position. In fact, since 

 

independence in the sixties, African leaders, with few exceptions, attributed almost every 

African malaise to the operation or conspiracy of external agents. President Mobutu even 

blamed corruption on European colonialism. Asked who introduced corruption into Zaire, 

he retorted: "European businessmen were the ones who said, 'I sell you this thing for 

$1,000, but $200 will be for your (Swiss bank) account.’” 

 

African leaders still point fingers at everyone else but themselves. Kenyan President Daniel 

arap Moi blamed the IMF and various international development agencies for “denying 

Kenya development funds, thus triggering mass poverty.” As his country faced economic 

meltdown in 1999, Robert Mugabe refused to accept any blame: “It is, he says, the fault of 

greedy Western powers, the IMF, the Asian financial crisis and the drought.” (The 

Washington Times, June 3, 1999; p.A12). 

 

The Chairman of Ghana’s ruling NDC, Issifu Ali, claimed that whatever economic crisis 

the nation is going through has been caused by external factors, claiming that since 1982 

the NDC had adopted pragmatic policies for the progress of Ghana but that the adverse 

macro-economic situation in Ghana was caused by “global economic developments." Even 

Ghana's President, Jerry Rawlings, who executed corrupt former heads of state, also 

blamed the West for African corruption, saying it has “a responsibility to curb the menace 

so as to promote good governance on the continent." (Panafrican News, Sept 8, 2000).  

 

Modernization or Backwardness Theories  

According to modernization theories, internal factors in the countries, such as illiteracy, 

traditional agrarian structure, the traditional attitude of the population, the low division 

of labour, the lack of communication and infrastructure, etc., are responsible for 
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underdevelopment. Differences in structure and historical origin are considered of little 

importance; international dependencies are not taken into account.  

 

Consequently, a change of these endogenous factors is the strategy for development. The 

industrialized countries are the model for economy and society, and this model will be 

reached sooner or later. There is a continuum between the least and the most developed 

country and each country has its position on this line. The difference as compared to the 

industrialized countries is the degree of backwardness which has to be made up for. 

Suitable measures are the modernization of the production apparatus, capital aid, transfer 

of know-how, so that the developing countries can reach the stage of industrialized 

countries as soon as possible. Development is seen as an increase of production and 

efficiency and measured primarily by comparing the per capita income. 

 

One of the strongest representatives of this theory is W.W. Rustow whose book Theory of 

the Stages of Growth: Anon-Communist Manifesto  tries to explain the long-term processes of 

economic development from the point of view of economic history by describing five ideal 

types of stages through which all societies pass:  

 

The 'traditional society' has more than 75 per cent of the population engaged in food 

production, and political power is in the hands of landowners or of a central authority 

supported by the army and the civil servants.  

 

The 'transitional stage' creates the preconditions for take-off by bringing about radical 

changes in the non-industrial sectors. Export of raw material gains momentum; a new class 

of businessmen emerges; and the idea of economic progress coming from outside spreads 

through the elite.  

 

The 'take-off stage' brings a sharp increase in the rate of investment in the per capita 

output. This stage of industrial revolution is accompanied by radical changes in the 

production techniques. Expansion takes place in a small group of leading sectors at first 

and, on the social side, is accompanied by the domination of the modern section of society 

over the traditional one.  

 

The 'drive to maturity brings a spread of growth from the leading to the other sectors and 

a broader application of modern technology followed by necessary changes in the society 

at large.  
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The 'stage of high mass consumption' can be reached after attaining a certain level of 

national income and formulating an economic policy giving priority to increased private 

consumption. The critical phase for development is the 'take-off stage' during which net 

investment rates have to increase from 5 to 10 per cent of the national product and during 

which the political, social, and institutional framework has to be built in order to reach a 

situation of self-sustained growth. The financial resources must be accumulated internally 

by higher saving rates. Income distribution favouring classes and strata which are willing 

and able to use capital more productively than others has the same effect.  

 

While this theory became widely known, perhaps because of its author's political post and 

the fact that it is a counter-position to Marxian approaches, this "time-table of 

development" does little to explain why some societies go ahead on this ladder and others 

not. As well, its value for forecasting the results of development activities is limited. The 

rather fixed stages hardly allow for alternative goals and processes of development and 

incorporate a high degree of ethnocentrism. 

 

It is important to state that for decades this externalist position held sway in African 

government circles and intellectual discourse. Naturally, its disciples comprise mostly 

African leaders, scholars, and intellectual radicals. By the early 1980s, however, Africans 

were fed up with the colonialism/imperialism claptrap and the refusal of the leadership to 

take responsibility for their own failures. A new and angry generation of Africans 

emerged, who stressed the role of internal factors, including: misguided leadership, 

misgovernance, systemic corruption, capital flight, economic mismanagement, declining 

investment, collapsed infrastructure, decayed institutions, senseless civil wars, political 

tyranny, flagrant violations of human rights, and military vandalism, among others.  

 

Internalists maintain that, while external factors have played a role, the internal factors 

have been more important in determining the current state of Africa. Perhaps it was in this 

regard that Achebe (1983: 1) noted that: 

 

The trouble with Nigeria is simply and squarely a failure of leadership. 

There is nothing basically wrong with the Nigerian character. There is 

nothing wrong with the Nigerian land or climate or water or air or 

anything else. The Nigerian problem is the unwillingness or inability of 

its leaders to rise to the responsibility, to the challenge of personal example 

which are the hallmarks of true leadership. We have lost the twentieth 

century; are we bent on seeing that our children also lose the twenty-first? 

God forbid! 
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The Grand Conspiracy: Africa’s Pirate States and Vampire Metropolitan Powers 

At independence, the most Africa’s post-colonial leaders who were mainly stooges of the 

departing colonial powers, with few exceptions, established defective political and 

economic systems in which enormous power was concentrated in the hands of the state 

and, ultimately, one individual. The political systems were one-man dictatorships and the 

economic systems in which there is heavy state participation or direction of economic 

activity. The rationale for the adoption of these systems is well-known: the need for 

national unity, ideological aversion to capitalism, and the need to protect the newly-

independent African nation against foreign exploitation. 

 

Over time, these systems metastasized into an ugly monstrosity, where government as it 

is generally known, ceased to exist. Today, "government,” as an entity, is totally divorced 

from the people and is perceived by the ruling elite as a vehicle, not to serve, but to fleece 

the people. The African state has been reduced to a mafia-like bazaar, where anyone with 

an official designation can pillage at will. Thus, what exists in many African countries is a 

“vampire" or "pirate” state -- a government hijacked by a phalanx of gangsters, thugs and 

crooks who use the instruments of the state to enrich themselves, their cronies and 

tribesmen. All others are excluded. 

 

To understand why a rich country is rich and a poor country poor, examine how the rich 

in both countries make their money. In the U.S., the richest person is Bill Gates, with a 

personal fortune of around $70 billion (as of early 2002). He generated his wealth in the 

private sector, producing computer software, thus, having something to show for his 

wealth. By contrast in Africa, the richest persons are heads of state and ministers, who 

accumulated their wealth by raking it off the backs of their suffering peasants. Quite often, 

the chief bandit is the head of state himself. This form of presidential banditry merely 

redistributes wealth and does not result in any net creation of wealth. In fact it destroys 

wealth, by discouraging investments in entrepreneurial activity and encouraging 

investments in ‘rent-seeking’ – where political entrepreneurs expend resources attempting 

to capture some of the President’s largesse. 

 

Consequently, a peculiar system of governance now pervades Africa, where the 

primordial instinct of the ruling elite is to loot the national treasury, perpetuate themselves 

in power and brutally suppress all dissent and opposition. Worse, the booty is not invested 

in Africa but in foreign banks. According to a United Nation’s estimate, in 1991 alone, more 

than $200 billion in capital was siphoned out of Africa by the ruling elite –that is equivalent 

to more than half of Africa’s total foreign debt (which stood at $320 billion in 1991). (The 
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New York Times, 4 February, 1996). In fact, every year, capital flight from Africa exceeds 

incoming foreign aid. 

 

In Kenya, government officials have larger bank accounts than business people. 

Estimates in 1995 suggested that individual holdings in foreign banks were larger than the 

country’s entire foreign debt of about $6 billion in 1995 (The Washington Times, 3 August 

1995, A18). Some have suggested that if politicians are serious about eradicating poverty, 

they should start by returning the money they have stolen. 

 

To achieve their nefarious objectives of self-aggrandizement and self-perpetuation 

in power, the ruling elite take over and subvert every key institution of government: the 

civil service, judiciary, military, media, banking. They even control commissions with lofty 

ideals that are supposed to be non-partisan and neutral, including the press/media 

commission, human rights commission, and commission on civic education. As a result, 

state institutions and commissions become paralyzed, whilst laxity, ineptitude, 

indiscipline and unprofessionalism are able to flourish in the public sector. 

 

African countries have police forces and judiciary systems but in many cases the police are 

themselves highway robbers and the judges crooks. According to The Post Express(2000), 

late Nigerian dictator General Sani Abacha “is believed to have siphoned more than $8 

billion of Nigeria's foreign exchange into fictitious accounts in Europe, Asia, America, 

Caribbean and Arab countries." When Olusegun Obasanjo was elected as Nigeria's 

President in 1999, he launched a highly public campaign against corruption and vowed to 

recover the loot stashed abroad by Abacha. By March 2000, Government officials declared 

that $709 million and another £144 million had been recovered from the Abachas and other 

top officials from Abacha’s regime. But this recovered loot was itself quickly re-looted. 

When the Senate Public Accounts Committee looked more closely, it found only $6.8 

million and £2.8 million in the Central Bank of Nigeria. 

 

The Place of Politics and Power 

Since politics constitutes the gateway to fabulous wealth in Africa, the competition for 

political power has always been ferocious. Political defeat could mean exile, jail or 

starvation. Those who win power take over key state institutions and proceed to plunder 

the treasury. Key positions in these institutions are handed over to the president's 

tribesmen, cronies and loyal supporters -- to serve their interests and not those of the 

people or the nation. Meritocracy, rule of law, property rights, transparency and 

administrative capacity vanish.  
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Eventually, however, the vampire state implodes, sucking the country into a vortex of 

savage carnage and heinous destruction. This has been the fate so far of Liberia, Rwanda, 

Somalia, Sudan, and Zaire. The process varies but its onset follows two predictable 

patterns.  

 

First, those exploited by the vampire state are forced to remove themselves from the formal 

economy, either by leaving altogether, or by turning to smuggling, the underground 

economy and the black market. This deprives the state of tax revenue and foreign 

exchange. Over time, the formal economy progressively shrinks and the state finds it 

increasingly difficult to raise revenue as taxes are massively evaded, leading the ruling 

vampire elite to resort to printing money in order to inflate the economy. 

 

Second, those excluded from the spoils of political power eventually rise up in a rebel 

insurgency or secede (Biafra in 1967). And it takes only a small band of determined ragtag 

malcontents to plunge the country into mayhem. Back in 1981, Yoweri Museveni, the 

current President of Uganda, started out with only 27 men in a guerrilla campaign against 

Milton Obote. Charles Taylor, former President of Liberia, set out with 150 rebels; the late 

Mohamed Farah Aidid of Somalia began with 200 rebels; and Paul Kagame of Rwanda set 

out with less than 250. And no African government in the post-colonial era has been able 

to crush a rebel insurgency. 

 

Thus, one word, power, explains why Africa is in the grip of a never-ending cycle of 

wanton chaos, horrific carnage, senseless civil wars and collapsing economies: The 

struggle for power, its monopolization by one individual or group, and the subsequent 

refusal to relinquish or share it. The adamant refusal of African despots and the ruling 

vampire elites to relinquish or share political power is what triggers an insurgency. In fact, 

the destruction of an African country, regardless of the professed ideology of its 

government, always begins with some dispute over the electoral process. Unwilling to 

relinquish or share political power, the ruling vampire elites block, sabotage or manipulate 

the electoral process to keep themselves in power. The blockage of the democratic process 

or the refusal to hold elections plunged Angola, Chad, Ethiopia, Mozambique, Somalia, 

and Sudan into civil war. The manipulation of the electoral process by hardliners 

destroyed Rwanda (1993), and Sierra Leone (1992). The subversion of the electoral process 

in Liberia (1985) eventually set off a civil war in 1989 and instigated civil strife in Cameroon 

(1991), Congo (1992), Togo (1992), Kenya (1992), and Ivory Coast (2000). 

 

Finally, the annulment of electoral results by the military started Algeria's civil war (1992) 

and plunged Nigeria into political turmoil (1993). As the latest instance of such 
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shenanigans, witness the current crisis in Zimbabwe. In all these desecrations there have 

been constant aid and grant issuance to the failing African states by the West especially to 

their loyal comprador or petit bourgeoisie, resources which they easily deployed against 

those resisting capitalist growth and peaceful operations of vampire multinationals. 

 

What the above clearly imply according to Vakunta (2006) is that the African continent is 

now saddled with inept leaders, most of whom are lackeys of the Western powers. Many 

reasons account for this possibility: an inferiority complex, economic dependency, the 

need for technical assistance, and chronic indebtedness. These factors have far-reaching 

ramifications for the development of the African continent. African countries are debt-

ridden (debt servicing consumes a considerable chunk of the national budgets in Africa); 

the development of Africa is hampered by structural adjustment programmes – which 

manifest in different policies bearing other names - imposed on African nations by the 

International Monetary Fund and the World Bank; stifling of domestic industries through 

policies of liberalization imposed on them; foreign interference in the internal affairs of 

African nation-states mainly through uncontrolled and devious multinational 

corporations; and bad governance (absence of transparency and accountability). 

 

The Monster of Africa’s Xenophobia 

It may startle one when he hears of the phrase ‘Africa’s Xenophobia’. 

This is consciously used here because xenophobia has gained international attention as its 

semblance has incarnated in virtually all continents of the world. 

 

Intra-racial discrimination which xenophobia depicts is prevalent among whites, blacks 

and other races across the globe.  

 

The word ‘xenophobia’ derives from two Greek words ‘xénos’ which conjures person that 

appears different, a guest, stranger or in common parlance a foreigner and ‘phóbos’ which 

translates literally to an experience of fear, aversion or horror. 

 

According to the Centre for Human Rights (2009), Xenophobia is the perceived fear, hatred 

or dislike of a non-native or foreigner in a particular country.  

 

Xenophobia thus means the ‘fear of a stranger or foreigner’ (Bordeau 2010: 4). If applied in 

the context of cross-border interactions fuelled by globalization, it would mean the fear 

expressed by citizens of host or receiving countries against foreigners or citizens from other 

homelands over competition on resources they have hitherto been enjoying solely.  
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The United Nations Special Rapporteur on Contemporary Forms of Racism, Racial 

Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance (Rapporteur) defines xenophobia as 

‘a rejection of outsiders’ (United Nations General Assembly 1994: 29). According to the 

Rapporteur, xenophobia is currently fed by such theories and movements as “national 

preference”, “ethnic cleansing”, by exclusions and by a desire on the part of communities 

to turn inward and reserve society’s benefits in order to share them with people of the 

same culture or the same level of development.  

 

While the notion of xenophobia bears close links to concepts like racism and ethnic 

intolerance, its semantic distinctiveness lies in the fact that it is rooted in national identity, 

citizenship and a rejection of foreigners belonging to other borders, states or nations 

(Commission of the European Communities 1993: 14).  

 

Geopolitics of Xenophobia in Africa 

In Africa, some of the evident manifestations of xenophobia have been the threat of 

expulsion of foreign nationals, unjust deportation, and in many instances, violent attacks 

against non-nationals have forced many to return to their countries. These manifestations 

dated as far back as the 1960s.  

 

In a study carried out in 2015, Romola distinguished different forms of xenophobia in 

Africa. He posited that in Ghana, Nigeria, Angola, Uganda and South Africa, xenophobic 

reactions are majorly ignited by economic considerations.  

 

In Chad and Kenya, xenophobic prejudices are informed by the war on terror. In Cote 

d’Ivoire, Gabon and Equatorial Guinea, politics as well as economic considerations have 

triggered xenophobic expulsions.  

 

In Tanzania, Burundi and Congo Brazzaville, xenophobic actions are largely spurred by 

the rhetoric that foreigners are committing crime.  

 

In Congo Kinshasa, the expulsion of Angolans was political. Although, xenophobia takes 

different dimensions, they all have a unified goal; hatred for foreigners.  

 

Historicizing Xenophobia in South Africa 

Xenophobic hostility or bestiality in South Africa represents one of the heirlooms of the 

apartheid regime in the country. 
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It also devolves from the failures of successive post-apartheid governments in effectively 

accommodating foreigners (see Oni and Okunade, 2018; Adam and Moodley 2013: 37).  

 

Xenophobic attacks date back to 1995 when immigrants from Malawi, Zimbabwe and 

Mozambique living in the Alexandra township were “physically assaulted over a period 

of several weeks in January 1995, as armed gangs identified suspected undocumented 

migrants and marched them to the police station to ‘clean’ the township of foreigners” (see 

Oni and Okunade, 2018; Human Rights Watch 1998).  

 

Costs of Xenophobic Attacks on Africa’s Development 

i. Physical Costs: xenophobic attacks lead to physical loss of lives, destruction of 

business premises and assets, and inflicting of wounds. This often results in forced 

migration of the affected persons back to their countries of origin, or relocation 

from one region to another.  

ii. Psychological Costs: Refugees and foreigners affected by xenophobic attacks often 

feel lonely and hopeless in the sense that they long for a place that they can identify 

with and call ‘home’. Feelings of belonging are important to foreigners because the 

same could not be achieved in their countries of origin. Those that suffer from 

xenophobic attacks often feel depressed, numb, fearful, distressed, and 

humiliated; and some suffer chronic anxiety resulting from their inability to live 

and do what they want free from threat (Vromans et al., 2011). 

iii. Social Costs: those affected by xenophobic attacks demonstrate anxiety, 

depression and suicidal tendencies, which makes it difficult to lead a normal social 

life. Reports show that foreigners and refugees in European countries usually tend 

to experience isolation and loneliness, thus making them easy targets for 

recruitment by radical groups for terrorist activities; who are 35 able to provide 

material support, a sense of belonging and a meaning to life. 

iv. Economic Costs: Tshishonga (2015) reports that previous outbreaks of xenophobic 

attacks on foreign nationals forced them to either go into hiding or leave their 

businesses unattended. In some cases, those who were unable to go into hiding 

were reduced to spectators as they watched their hard-earned properties being 

looted and burned. Their years of entrepreneurial endeavour were thus destroyed 

in a matter of hours or days. 

v. Political Costs: xenophobic attacks often lead to diplomatic row between the 

governments of affected countries. In addition, South African diplomatic relations 

with Nigeria came under strain when Nigeria recalled its diplomats from Pretoria 

in 2015 (Adebisi, 2017). This was after the Nigerian House of Representative’s Ad-

Hoc Committee led by Femi Gbajabiamila reprimanded South African leaders for 
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the attacks on their nationals. In addition to recalling of Nigeria diplomats and 

being reprimanded by Nigerian leaders, a radical student movement called the 

National Association of Nigerian Students attacked the MTN offices in Abuja-

Nigeria in 2015 (Afrika, 2017:4). MTN is a South African telecommunications 

business that has been trading in Nigeria for some years. 

 

Conclusion 

It has been observed that xenophobic attacks are a global phenomenon, which has been 

experienced globally, regionally and nationally.  

 

Various factors have been credited for leading to xenophobic attacks which include the 

legacy of apartheid, unemployment, poverty, competition for public services, crime, 

business competition and political influence. 

 

Xenophobic attacks result in different effects ranging from physical, psychological, social, 

and economic. Furthermore, the effects were also identified at community, country, 

continental and global level.  

 

Recommendations 

The following recommendations are put forward: 

i. The African Union (AU) should through its Peer Review Mechanism push for the 

entrenchment of good governance in states on the continent because when 

political leaders perform well in terms of fostering development for their people 

there will be less need for cross-border migrations for economic survival; 

ii. More and more awareness and sensitization campaigns at regional and national 

strata should be held and promoted to de-market and demonize the fang of 

xenophobia on the continent; 

iii. International, regional and national interventionist frameworks and protocols 

against all forms of discriminations should be strengthened and popularized.  
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