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Abstract 
This study evaluated empirically, the perceived influence in the literature, of the 

mass media, specifically radio (Nigeria Info, 92.3FM, Port Harcourt), in leading 

advocacy in matters of human rights violations and seeking justice for victims, 

especially when government agencies and agents are involved. The focus of the 

study was the case of the police brutality in the Ikoku5 case in Port Harcourt, Rivers 

State, Nigeria. Hinged on the Agenda-setting and Media advocacy theories, the 

study adopted the survey design with a structured questionnaire administered on 

384 respondents selected from a population of 541,115, using stratified random 

sampling technique; data were analysed descriptively. The findings revealed that 

there was a high level of radio coverage of the Ikoku5 case using reportorial 

methods ranging from news bulletins to special segments and interviews. The 

findings also revealed that the coverage which was unbiased and fair to all parties 

involved, had a significant influence on creating awareness and mobilising 

listeners to participate in the online agitation for justice for the victims which 

eventually led to the arrest and arraignment of the culprits. Based on the findings, 

it was recommended that the mass media, particularly radio, should give 

premium attention to human rights-related programmes to educate citizens on 

their rights. Such programmes must be audience-participatory. Finally, mass 

media should employ the social media more and at the same time, work in synergy 

with civil society organisations to move the agitation from the studios and presses 

to the streets, for higher public awareness and participation.   
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Background and Introduction  

 

As stated on its official website, the Nigeria Police Force has as its vision to make Nigeria 

safer and more secure for economic development and growth and to create a safer and 
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secure environment for everyone living in Nigeria. Among other things, one of the five 

missions of the Nigeria Police Force is to participate in efforts aimed at addressing the root 

causes of crime while ensuring that any criminal act is investigated so as to bring the 

criminals to justice in a fair and professional manner. (Nigeria Police Force (2019) Vision 

and Mission. Retrieved from https://www.npf.gov.ng/aboutus/visionmission.php)  

 

Over the years, the Nigeria Police has been accused of having a track record of brutality 

against Nigerian citizens. Oti (2020), holds that recent indiscriminate and extra-judicial 

killings, brutalization and extortion of harmless Nigerians by law enforcement agents are 

products of long-standing despotic political structure. However, this is against the 

fundamental human rights’ provisions in Chapter 4 of the 1999 Nigerian Constitution as 

amended and the provisions of the Police Act which details their primary duties as 

maintenance of law and order, prevention and detection of crime and the protection of life 

and properties.  

 

Section 315 of the Criminal Code Act, Laws of the Federation (1990) posits that “Any 

person who unlawfully kills another is guilty of an offence which is called murder or 

manslaughter, according to the circumstances of the case.” This notwithstanding, it has 

been observed that in the trial of police officers indicted in extra-judicial killings, most 

punishments have been a mere dismissal from the force.   

 

In a Guardian report on 29th March, 2019, some ‘trigger-happy’ police officers shot a man 

dead in Kilo, Surulere area of Lagos for refusing to part with N200 as a bribe after he was 

beaten by the officers. On 31st March, 2019, various online newspapers and social media 

platforms reported the news of the killing of a young man, Kolade Johnson, by operatives 

of the Special Anti-Robbery Squad at a viewing centre in Lagos, giving rise to various 

hashtags such as #EndSARSNow, #PoliceReforms #EndPoliceBrutality and 

#JusticeForKolade, which trended at the time. Similarly, in Rivers State, in April 2019, 

police operatives were accused of killing a youth in Atali/Elimgbu area of the state. In June 

2019, a popular journalist working with Nigeria Info FM, Port Harcourt, Kofi Bartels, was 

horribly brutalised by some SARS operatives in the state and even threatened with sexual 

assault1. In a related development, a woman who resided in Aluu area of Rivers State also 

accused some SARS operatives of extra-judicially killing her son and inserting the nuzzle 

of their gun into her vagina (Ofiebor, 2020). However, in recent times, no case of police 

brutality has shaken Rivers State, Nigeria, or even the social media and received so much 

attention as that which occurred on 19th December, 2019, in Rivers State (Amnesty 

                                                 
1 The case is currently pending in court  

https://www.npf.gov.ng/aboutus/visionmission.php
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International, 2024). As the world prepared for Christmas, five young men in Port 

Harcourt fell into the snares of a Nigeria Police Squad, called Eagle Crack Team (E-Crack), 

operating from Mile 1 Police Station, Port Harcourt. That incident gave rise to the Ikoku5 

case, a sad tale of five men brutalised by operatives of the Eagle Crack Unit (also known 

as the Commissioner’s squad) and falsely accused of cultism and stealing of a car they 

were originally contracted to repair. One of the men lost his life and the other four were 

released with varying degrees of injuries (BBC News Pidgin, 2020). 

 

The degree of torture experienced by these victims runs contrary to the grains of the Anti-

Torture Bill (2017) which says that no exceptional circumstances whatsoever, a state of war 

or threat of war, internal political instability or any other public emergency, may be 

invoked as a justification for torture, including causing pain, exhaustion, disability or 

dysfunction of one or more parts of the body such as systematic beatings, head-banging, 

punching, kicking, striking with rifle butts and jumping on the stomach, being tied or 

forced to assume fixed and stressful bodily position, sexual abuse, mental or psychological 

torture. The law further states that torture resulting in the loss of life of a person is 

considered as murder and shall be tried and punished under the relevant laws (Babatunde, 

2017). 

 

Radio was used to bring the issue of the Ikoku5 case to limelight after a post on Facebook 

sparked outrage on social media, giving rise to the calls for justice on behalf of one of the 

Ikoku5 – Chima Ikwunado - who lost his life due to torture2. For this study, the focus is on 

Nigeria Info FM, Port Harcourt. In 2014/2015, Daniel Braide (former staff with Nigeria Info 

FM, Port Harcourt) carried out a series of interviews in which a former detainee and victim 

of police brutality gave his full account of what transpired during his stay in custody. Not 

surprisingly, when an On-Air Personality, Kofi Bartels, who worked with Nigeria Info FM 

Port Harcourt was beaten up by SARS operatives, Kofi admitted that the officers were 

visibly angry over his outspokenness on issues of police misconduct generally and how 

He (Kofi) addressed such issue on his The Morning Crossfire programme. Against this 

background therefore, Nigeria Info FM, provided the platform for the family members of 

the Ikoku5 to tell their stories and spark the mobilisation for the call for justice for the 

victims.  

 

Statement of the Problem  

For years, countless cases of police brutality have gone without redress or justice for 

victims. Most of times, this happens either because the case does not attract public 

                                                 
2 The case is currently in court  
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attention or that it does not make its way to the pages of newspaper and radio news 

bulletins or that the family of victims or the victims themselves are either too afraid to 

speak out or do not have the means to sue the offenders. 

 

However, the Ikoku5 was a departure from the norm. For the first time in a long while, the 

radio reportorial searchlight was kept on the issue to ensure it did not go the way 

numerous others before it went. This case was kept on the front burner of public discourse 

by several factors including social media, civil society organisations, non-governmental 

organisations, newspapers reports and radio. However, it would seem that the initial 

mobilisation and sustenance of the campaign to get justice for the victims can be attributed 

to radio. Against this backdrop therefore, this study analysed the influence of radio on 

seeking for justice for the victims of the Ikoku5 case in Port Harcourt, Rivers State. 

 

Aim and Research Questions  

The aim of this work was to evaluate the role of radio in seeking justice for the Ikoku5 - 

victims of police brutality in Rivers State, Nigeria.  

The research questions were:  

 

1. What was the frequency of radio coverage on the Ikoku5 case in Port Harcourt, Nigeria?  

2. What was the nature of radio coverage of the Ikoku5 case in terms of content and format 

in Port Harcourt, Nigeria?  

3. What influence did radio coverage have in creating awareness and mobilisation 

among listeners on the Ikoku5 case in Port Harcourt, Nigeria?  

4. What was the effect of radio coverage on listeners’ participation in the online agitation 

on the Ikoku5 case in Port Harcourt, Nigeria?  

 

Theoretical Foundations  

Agenda-setting Theory  

The Agenda-Setting theory was propounded by Maxwell Mc Combs and Donald Shaw in 

1972. It is widely believed that the mass media does not tell people what to think about, 

but gives them something to ponder over or think about. Nwachukwu, Asak & Asadu 

(2013) as cited in Ochonogor & Ikems (2018) state that the theory influences the opinion of 

the public in great ways that members of the public tend to whole heartedly believe 

whatever issues, topics etc. that are often repeated in the media as important. 

 

Usua (2018) agrees that in all circumstances, agenda-setting literature and findings 

emphasise the fact that the media draw attention of members of the public to certain issues, 

and that newspaper readers, radio listeners and television viewers among others do not 
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only get to know about these issues through the media, but also attach importance to them 

as a result of the projection of those issues by the media.   

 

Nyekwere (2018) further states that the mass media cannot guarantee public response, but 

they can at least create the agenda to which the public needs to respond. “Agenda-setting 

is the capability of the mass media to select and emphasise certain issues and cause those 

issues to be perceived as important by the public” (pp. 363-364).  

 

The more attention media gives to a topic, the greater is the importance attributed to it by 

the news audience. Ndimele and Innocent (2016) point out clearly also that the media can 

make an issue a matter of every day discourse by members of the audience when they give 

aggressive attention to the issue or when they focus extra ordinary attention on the matter.   

 

In citing McCombs (2002), Ewomazino (2014) corroborates the work of earlier scholars by 

saying that the media transfer the salience of items on their news agenda to the public 

agenda by assigning specific attributes to the objects, issues, events or persons of interest. 

If the media assign some qualities to someone, the media content consumers assign same 

to that person. It is necessary to point out that though the media may not successfully tell 

the people what to think, but it is most times influential in telling the audience what to 

think about. And it follows from this that the world looks different to different people, 

depending not only on their personal interest, but also on the map that is drawn for them 

by the writers, editors and publishers of the papers that they read (Nsikan & Uwem, 2014). 

In view of this, it is safe to say that members of the public not only learn about public issues 

through the media, but they also learn how much importance to attach to an issue or topic 

from the emphasis placed on it by the media.  

 

The relevance of this theory is seen in the role radio played in putting the issue of the Ikoku5 

in the forefront of public discourse. By the promotion of this issue, the listeners attached 

the same importance to the case as the media placed on it. By raising different topics and 

amplifying the issues on radio, the media helped to make the public more aware of cases 

of police brutality, and prevailed on relevant stakeholders to intervene and promote a 

more peaceful environment for citizens.   

 

Media Advocacy Theory  

According to Nyekwere (2018), advocacy “involves raising awareness on issues and 

concerns to produce change, organisation of information into arguments to convince a 

specific group of people to take action for a specific goal, generation and utilisation of 

reliable information to help leaders, policy-makers and decision makers to adopt 
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responsible and relevant policies and programmes and purposive efforts to change specific 

policies or practices on behalf of, or with a specific group” (p.364-365). The amount of 

information the public has about an issue is dependent on the quality of information 

available to them.  

 

Media advocacy which is a theory in development communication has to do with the use 

of news making agencies to promote public debate as well as generate support and 

changes of some norms in the society. Development communication on the other hand 

means the use of communication to support social development. In other words, 

development communication means applying systematical processes, strategies and 

principles of communication to achieve a positive social change (Ochonogor & Ikems, 

2018).  

 

Media advocacy as a whole consists of a large number of information activities such as 

lobbying with decision makers through personal contact and direct mail, holding 

seminars, rallies and news making events, ensuring regular newspaper coverage and 

obtaining endorsement from known people. Nwachukwu & Nyekwere (2012) as cited in 

Nyekwere (2018) say that “media advocacy is the strategic use of news making through 

television, radio and newspaper to promote public debate, and generate community 

support for change in community norms and policies. Advocating for goals of safe, healthy 

and prosperous communities, identifying barrier to strategic policy implementation and 

sharing current research through news making all help policy makers and the general 

public to be more fully engaged in creating systematic changes that improve the world we 

live in” (p. 365).  

 

Media advocacy, also referred to as advocacy journalism, is seen as an essential role of the 

mass media and those who operate them to act in consonance with government to ensure 

policy awareness, understanding and the adoption by the people. The media are expected 

to play advocacy roles in many facets of the nation’s life. In Nigeria, the media possess the 

role of advocating the desired policies, issues and programmes with the aim of assisting 

governments and other change agents to achieve national development. (Nyekwere, 2018; 

p.366).  

 

This theory is relevant to this study because in the case of the Ikoku5, Nigeria Info FM, Port 

Harcourt, galvanised support for the victims and the families right from the time the 

victims were remanded in custody down to their release from the ‘correctional facility.’ 

Along with other relevant stakeholders and organisations, the station spearheaded calls 

for justice for the Ikoku5 by mounting pressure both on the police and the judiciary in the 
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state to act. The station also displayed strong resistance against efforts by “well-meaning 

people” to “settle” the matter. This was achieved not only by first setting the agenda but 

by presenting the issues from a particular perspective. The message conveyed by the 

station throughout the period when the Ikoku5 issue dominated major conversations, 

affected people’s orientation and changed the wrong mindset that “nothing can be done.”  

 

Nigeria Info FM Port Harcourt and human interest issues   

Nigeria Info FM Port Harcourt started off in 2012. It has as its slogan, “Your Number One 

Talk, News and Sports station”; making it the first of its kind in Nigeria, according to the 

National Broadcasting Commission, NBC. Over the years, the station has attracted some 

form of recognition from Port Harcourt residents because of their defense of victims of 

different forms of maltreatment. In 2019, when different women were killed in hotels and 

by their male friends, the station devoted time to amplifying these issues. In 2019, there 

was a reported case of a woman in Aluu who accused the Inspector General of Police 

Monitoring Team of inserting the nozzle of their gun in her private part and the extra 

judicial killing of her son. The station provided a platform for the woman to give first-hand 

account of what happened to her. In 2014, a former presenter at Nigeria Info FM – Daniel 

Braide - interviewed a survivor of police brutality. He spoke in pidgin but his words were 

translated to English, thus,   

 

Inside the cell we were more than 400 persons. The place we use as toilet 

is the same place we sleep, bath and drink from. When I was arrested on 

27th June, 2014, I was bound with chains and blindfolded. By 1 o’clock they 

(the officers) brought me out and said they wanted to kill me. They 

brought out a drink and began drinking. They said they are drinking ‘for 

my head.’ I begged them not to kill me. They took me to the backyard. All 

of a sudden, a call was put across to them. After the call, they argued 

among themselves whether to kill me or not. After that, I was hung and 

beaten. They broke my legs and hands. For 3 months, I could not move. A 

fellow suspect had to bath me and massage me while still in prison.  

 

The aforementioned examples are only a few of many cases which show that human 

interest topics have been of particular concern to the station and the issue of the Ikoku5 also 

received attention.  

 

In its drive to mobilise action for the Ikoku5, it was observed that the station made major 

use of weekday programmes to discuss with various stakeholders, raise pertinent 

questions, sample opinions and champion calls for justice. Nigeria Info FM also took 
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advantage of the news bulletins – 6am, 12 noon and 6pm - to bring the listeners up to speed 

with developments concerning the issue. The major news bulletins on the station come up 

by 06:00am, 12:00pm and 06:00pm. In fact, from 18th January, 2020, the case dominated the 

major news bulletins and discussions until the Covid-19 pandemic took over attention 

sometime in March. In addition to the major news bulletins, other programmes on the 

station also maintained constant media searchlight on the issue for months. These 

programmes included: Morning Crossfire: 5am to 10am, Monday to Friday (It was on this 

platform that a motion was raised for signing of petitions, and various hashtags); Hard 

Facts: 3pm to 7pm, Monday to Friday.  

 

The facts of the case  

As reported by Nigerian Info FM, Port Harcourt, When the Ikoku5 story began on 19th 

December, 2019, when 5 men - Chima Ikwunado (who was tortured to death), Victor 

Ogbonna, Osaze Friday, Ifeanyi Osuji and Ifeanyi Onyekwere, were arrested by the police. 

They were auto-mechanics at the Ikoku spare parts market. The five of them were arrested 

by men of the Nigeria Police Force, Eagle crack (E-Crack) Mile One police station in Port 

Harcourt for allegedly driving against traffic. According to Nigeria Info FM, five of them 

were thrown into a police cell when they could not ‘settle’ with as much money as the 

police demanded. They were allegedly tortured and accused of stealing the two cars they 

were found in, even when the owners came forward to identify Chima as their mechanic 

and claimed their cars. (Nigeria Info FM, 2020, January 31).  

 

While in detention, Chima Ikwunado died, triggering the online campaign hashtag,  

#JusticeforChima. In a Facebook post, Mr. Erepamo Eradiri, the owner of the said car, claimed 

that he gave his car to Chima Ikwunado, his mechanic on December 19, 2020, to fix it. He 

came to Ikoku market to pick up his car only to find out that Chima and the car had been 

detained by the police. When he went to enquire at the police station, the policeman on 

duty threatened to shoot him if he did not leave the office. On his next visit, Mr. Eradiri 

brought proof of ownership of his car and it was released to him, but his mechanic and the 

others were still detained for “stealing” a car the owner had admitted was given to them 

for repairs. When a lawyer was involved, the Commander of the E-Crack squad informed 

him that Chima Ikwunado had been killed by the police. The remaining four mechanics 

were charged to court by the police for cultism and robbery of the car owned by Mr. Eradiri 

which had already been released to him. The dead Chima Ikwunado was said to be “at 

large.” When pressure mounted on the police through the media, the then spokesman for 

the police in the state Superintendent of Police, Nnamdi Omoni released a statement that 

Chima Ikwunado was dead and that he died from high blood sugar. Several months later, 

an autopsy on the dead body of Chima Ikwunado revealed that he had died from multiple 
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injuries inflicted on him by the police while he was in custody. The concerned officers were 

dismissed from the force and charged to court (Revelation Agents, 2020) 

 

The Media and Reportage of Police Brutality in Nigeria  

Alemika (1993) as cited in Eleonu & Madume (2019) describes the police as agents of the 

executive empowered to enforce the law and ensure social order through the legitimized 

use of force. In spite of various calls over the years for the reform of the police, their actions 

have been particularly gruesome in the fight against crime. The proliferation of anti-crime 

operations by the federal police has resulted in extra-judicial executions, deaths in custody, 

acts of torture and cruel inhuman and degrading treatment in police detention centres 

throughout the country. (Amnesty International, 2014)  

 

Another study by Amnesty International tagged, Welcome to Hell Fire: Torture and other ill 

treatment in Nigeria, further reveals that the police often detain people, sometimes in large 

dragnet operations; as a pretext to obtain bribes, alleging involvement in various offenses 

ranging from “wandering” (loitering) to robbery. Those who are unable to pay the bribes 

for their release are often tortured as punishment, or to coerce them to find the money for 

their release. They also risk being labelled as armed robbers and are then at further risk of 

being tortured to extract a “confession” (Revelation Agents, 2020). 

 

Eleonu & Madume (2019) add that the public image of the Nigerian police is practically 

battered because of extra-judicial killings, abuse of power, abuse of human rights, extortion 

and bribery, neglect of official duties and nonchalant attitude towards the public. When 

deaths occur in custody, the police usually justify it as failed attempts to escape, labelling 

the victim as an alleged armed robber, in a bid to ensure popular sympathy and inaction 

from higher ranks in the force to investigate allegations of extra judicial executions by 

police officers. Olatunji and Akomolafe (2019) note that various organisations including 

the media have over time reported cases of Nigerians being extra judicially executed by 

the police while in detention as in the case of late Chima Ikwunado.   

 

Related Empirical studies  

Steven, Edmund & Jeff (2006) carried out a study on media coverage of police misconduct 

and attitudes towards police. In the study, data were collected from telephone calls. 

Findings from the study suggest that news consumption on such cases had no significant 

effect on general attitudes toward police, police services, and concerns about police 

harassment. However, it was also revealed that media coverage did affect citizens’ 

evaluation of the guilt of the officers involved in the case. They also assert that the more a 
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citizen read a newspaper or read about the case, the more likely they were to think that the 

officers were guilty.   

 

Similarly, Nwankwo (2011) undertook a research on the Role of the media in promoting 

human rights: An analysis of the BBC documentary, Chocolate: The bitter truth. The study 

was aimed at finding the reason why the BBC chose to promote human rights through the 

production of the documentary. The researcher found out that the media and human rights 

NGOs are helpful to each other in the fight against human rights violations. The author 

also observed that the media plays the role of a promoter of a human rights in view of their 

coverage of human rights abuses.    

 

Earlier, Bucar-Rucman & Mesko (2006) had undertaken a study on the presentation of 

police activities in the media. The research established the fact that public estimation of 

police effectiveness depends heavily on media reports. The findings also indicated that in 

cases of reports about crime, the police are usually mentioned in the initial bulletin and 

within subsequent reports. They also found out that in cases of big stories, police activities 

are evaluated on different phases and reports connected to some events that can appear, 

some considerable time after the crime was committed.   

 

Materials and Methods  

This study employed the explanatory survey method and had a population of 541,115, 

being the population of residents of Port Harcourt City Local Government, Rivers State, 

Nigeria (2006 National Population Census figures). However, with an urban population 

growth rate of 6.5 per cent, from 2006 to 2022, the approximated population stood at 576, 

287. The Meyer’s sample size determination template was applied to select a sample size 

of 384 respondents while the stratified random sampling technique was used to administer 

the 20-item 4-point Likert Scale questionnaire on respondents in Mile 1 (Diobu) axis of Port 

Harcourt City Local Government Area, particularly in Ikoku (176), Abel Jumbo (58), 

Iloabuchi (58) and Nkpolu Oroworukwo (92) - chosen because of their proximity to the 

location where the Ikoku5 incident happened. For data analysis, the mean criterion was 

used in analysing results with response options weighed as follows: (SA)- 4 points, (A)- 

3points, (D)- 2 points and (SD)- 1 point. Any mean below the average mean of 2.5 was 

rejected while any mean above 2.5 was accepted, after which explanation on each of the 

tables were given for clarification.  
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Results and Discussion  

Data presentation   

While 384 copies of the questionnaire were administered, 357 copies were returned (93%). 

The reliability coefficient index was 0.80 while data employed the use of mean score and 

criterion mean. Any mean below the criterion mean was rejected, while any mean above 

2.5 was accepted.   

 

 

Research Questions  

Research Question 1: How frequent was radio coverage on the Ikoku5 case?  

Table 1: Mean (x) Analysis of the frequency of radio coverage on the Ikoku5 case  

S/N  Item Description  SA  

4  

A  

3  

D  

2  

SD  

1  

Total  Mean  Remark  

1.  Some radio programmes featured the  

Ikoku5 case.  

219  

  

876  

115  

  

345  

23  

  

46  

0  

  

0  

357  

  

1267  

3.54  Agree  

2.  Reports on the Ikoku5 featured on the 

news bulletin every day.  

80  

  

320  

123  

  

369  

104  

  

208  

50  

  

50  

357  

  

947  

2.67  Agree  

3.  Special segments were created to 

discuss the Ikoku5 case on radio.  

134  

  

536  

161  

  

483  

50  

  

100  

12  

  

12  

357  

  

1131  

3.16  Agree  

4.  Radio collaborated with other 

organisations and groups involved in 

the Ikoku5 case.  

131  

  

524  

173  

  

519  

41  

  

82  

12  

  

12  

357  

  

1137  

3.18  Agree  

5.  Since the emergence of the Ikoku5 case, 

no other radio discussion on police 

brutality has attracted more caller 

participation and attention.  

104  

  

416  

138  

  

414  

88  

  

176  

27  

  

27  

357  

  

1033  

2.89  Agree  

 

As shown in Table 4.1 above, items 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 all had an accepted mean of 3.54, 2.65, 

3.16, 3.18 and 2.89 respectively and they are all above the mean criterion score of 2.5, thus 

respondents agree to a large extent that there was a high level of radio coverage on the 

Ikoku5 case.   
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Research Question 2: What was the nature of radio coverage of the Ikoku5 case in terms 

of content and format?  

 

Table 2: Mean (x) Analysis of the nature of radio coverage of the Ikoku5 case in terms of 

content and format  

S/N  Item Description  SA  

 4  

A  

3  

D  

2  

SD  

1  

Total  Mean  Remark  

6.  Radio reports on the Ikoku5 case were 

biased and sentimental.  

42  

  

168  

65  

  

195  

139  

  

278  

111  

  

111  

357  

  

752  

2.10  Disagree  

7.  Panel discussions were held on radio to 

discuss the Ikoku5.  

119  

  

476  

180  

  

540  

43  

  

86  

15  

  

15  

357  

  

1117  

3.12  Agree  

8.  Phone-in programmes were used to 

sample the opinions of callers 

regarding the Ikoku5 case.  

160  

  

640  

150  

  

450  

35  

  

70  

12  

  

12  

357  

  

1172  

3.28  Agree  

9.  Interviews were carried out with 

various people, organisations and 

groups concerned in the Ikoku5 case.  

165  

  

660  

157  

  

471  

19  

  

57  

16  

  

16  

357  

  

1204  

3.37  Agree  

 

The results in Table 2 above show that item 6 had a rejected mean of 2.10 which was below 

the mean criterion score of 2.5, which means that respondents disagree that radio reports 

on the Ikoku5 were biased and sentimental. On the other hand, items 7, 8 and 9 had an 

accepted mean of 3.12, 3.28 and 3.37 respectively and are above the mean criterion score of 

2.5, indicating that respondents agree that panel discussions, phone-in programmes and 

interviews formed the content and format of radio coverage on the Ikoku5 case.  
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Research Question 3: What influence did radio coverage have in creating awareness and 

mobilisation among listeners on the Ikoku5 case?  

 

Table 3: Mean (x) Analysis of the influence of radio coverage in creating awareness and 

mobilisation among listeners on the Ikoku5 case  

 

S/N  Item Description  SA  

4  

A   

3  

D  

 2  

SD  

1  

Total  Mean  Remark  

10.  People relied solely on the radio to 

take decision regarding the Ikoku5 

movement.  

127  

  

508  

61  

  

183  

127  

  

254  

42  

  

42  

357  

  

987  

2.76  Agree  

11.  Radio coverage influenced civil and 

legal actions carried out by 

concerned residents of the state.  

115  

  

460  

134  

  

402  

92  

  

184  

16  

  

16  

357  

  

1062  

2.97  Agree  

12.  Radio gave the Ikoku5 case more 

publicity than any other medium.  

200  

  

800  

126  

  

378  

19  

  

38  

12  

  

12  

357  

  

1228  

3.43  Agree  

13.  Protests that were carried out on 

behalf of the Ikoku5 in the state were 

as a result of radio coverage.  

84  

  

336  

96  

  

288  

146  

  

292  

31  

  

31  

357  

  

947  

2.65  Agree  

14.  Radio coverage led to the release of 

the Ikoku4.  

104  

  

416  

168  

  

504  

58  

  

116  

27  

  

27  

357  

  

1063  

2.97  Agree  

15.  The public heard of the Ikoku5 case 

first on radio.  

100  

  

400  

161  

  

483  

50  

  

100  

46  

  

46  

357  

  

1029  

2.88  Agree  

16.  Radio coverage forced the police to 

respond and react to the Ikoku5 case.  

108  

  

432  

184  

  

552  

50  

  

100  

15  

  

15  

357  

  

1099  

3.07  Agree  

 

Data in in the Table 4.3 above indicate that items 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 and 16 all had an 

accepted mean of 2.76, 2.97, 3.43, 2.65, 2.97, 2.88 and 3.07 respectively and are above the 

mean criterion score of 2.5, which means that respondents agreed that radio influenced the 

creation of awareness and mobilisation among listeners.  
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Research Question 4: What was the influence of radio coverage on listeners’ 

participation in the online agitation on the Ikoku5 case?  

 

Table 4: Mean (x) Analysis of the effect of radio coverage on listeners’ participation in the 

online agitation on the Ikoku5 case  

S/N  Item description  SA  

4  

A  

3  

D  

2  

SD  

1  

Total  Mean  Remark  

17.  Radio fueled various online 

agitations and gave publicity 

for such actions.  

115  

  

460  

184  

  

552  

43  

  

86  

15  

  

15  

357  

  

1113  

3.11  Agree  

18.  Radio threw its weight 

behind the first hashtag on 

the Ikoku5 case -  

#JusticeForChima.  

146  

  

584  

134  

  

402  

65  

  

130  

12  

  

12  

357  

  

1128  

3.15  Agree  

19.  Radio coverage sustained and 

promoted the 

#ReleaseChimasAutopsy.  

134  

  

536  

165  

  

495  

35  

  

70  

23  

  

23  

357  

  

1124  

3.14  Agree  

20.  Radio also made use of the 

social media to further echo 

calls for justice for the Ikoku5.  

188  

  

752  

138  

  

414  

12  

  

24  

19  

  

19  

357  

  

1209  

3.38  Agree  

 

In Table 4.4 above, items 17, 18, 19 and 20, all had an accepted mean of 3.11, 3.15, 3.14 and 

3.38 respectively, and are above the mean criterion score of 2.5 indicating that respondents’ 

acceptance that radio had an influence on listeners' participation in the online agitation in 

the Ikoku5 case.  

 

Discussion of Findings  

The aim of this study was to analyse the influence of radio in ensuring justice for victims 

of police brutality in the Ikoku5 case in Port Harcourt, Rivers State. In eliciting the needed 

responses, four research questions were formulated  

 

Research Question 1: How frequent was radio coverage on the Ikoku5 case?  

This question sought to establish the frequency of radio coverage of the Ikoku5 case. As 

shown in Table 4.1, the responses from respondents in item 1 showed that 94% of 

respondents agreed that some radio programmes featured the Ikoku5 case. In item 2, 57% 

of respondents acknowledged that reports on the Ikoku5 featured on all news bulletins 

daily. 83% of respondents in item 3 said that special segments were created to discuss the 
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Ikoku5 case on radio. Also, 85% of respondents confirmed in item 4, that radio collaborated 

with other organisations and groups involved in the Ikoku5 case, while 68% of respondents 

in item 5 claimed that no other radio discussion on police brutality had attracted more 

caller participation and attention than the Ikoku5 case. From the foregoing, we can deduce 

that there was a significantly high frequency of radio coverage of the Ikoku5 case and this 

conclusion and this invariably exerted pressure on the authorities to act. This agrees with 

the study by Amnesty International, 2007 report citing the National Human Rights 

Commission that affirmed that the police authorities only carry out investigations when 

the media put pressure on them. So through the high frequency of radio coverage of the 

Ikoku5 case, the police in Rivers State were pressured to charge their officers who tortured 

the Ikoku5, to court.  

 

Research Question 2: What was the nature of radio coverage of the Ikoku5 case in terms 

of content and format?  

Answers to this research question are presented in Table 4.2 and the results for item 6 

reveal that 70% of respondents did not see the radio coverage of the Ikoku5 case as biased 

and sentimental. Again, respondents claimed that different programme formats such as 

panel discussions (84%), phone-in programmes (87%), and intervies – studio and vox pop – 

(90%) were used to cover the Ikoku5 case while it lasted. The usage of these formats 

eliminated bias in coverage. Consequent upon these findings, we conclude that in terms of 

content and format, radio coverage was fair to all parties and reflected the opinions of all 

concerned in the case. However, this contrasts with the claims of Steven, Edmund & Jeff 

(2006) that media coverage in cases involving the police were always skewed with bias in 

such a way that citizens always evaluated police officers as guilty even before conclusion 

of investigation and trial  

 

Research Question 3: What influence did radio coverage have in creating awareness and 

mobilisation among listeners on the Ikoku5 case?  

Data in Table 4.3 show the influence of radio on creating awareness and mobilisation 

among listeners on the Ikoku5 case. In item 10, 53% of respondents agreed that they relied 

solely on radio to take decision regarding the Ikoku5 movement. Similarly, item 11 indicates 

70% of respondents claiming that radio influenced civil and legal actions carried out by 

concerned residents of the state on the matter 91% of respondents indicated in item 12 that 

radio gave the Ikoku5 case more publicity than any other medium. In item 13, 50% of 

respondents averred that protests that were carried out on behalf of the Ikoku5 in the state 

were motivated by radio coverage of the coverage. 73% also admitted that they heard of 

the Ikoku5 case first on radio and believed that it was this coverage that forced the police 

to respond and react to the Ikoku5 case. Our conclusion from the results above is that that 
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radio had a significantly high influence on the creation of awareness and mobilisation 

among listeners on the Ikoku5 case through its coverage. This agrees with Bucar-Rucman 

& Mesko (2006) that public estimation of police effectiveness depends heavily on media 

reports and to court positive public perception, the police always act in tandem with the 

direction of mass media reports.  

 

Research Question 4: What was the effect of radio coverage on listeners’ participation 

in the online agitation on the Ikoku5 case?  

Answers to this research question are in Table 4.4. Item 17 shows 84% of respondents 

affirming that radio fueled various online agitations and gave publicity to such actions. 

Similarly, in item 18, 78% of respondents affirmed that radio drove the trend wave of the 

first hashtag on the Ikoku5 case - #JusticeForChima. In addition, 84% of respondents believed 

that radio coverage sustained and promoted the #ReleaseChimasAutopsy hashtag. They 

(91%) also maintained that radio employed the social media significantly to sustain the 

calls for justice for the Ikoku5 until the authorities responded. A safe conclusion from these 

findings is that through intense focus on the case, radio coverage had a significant 

influence on listeners’ participation in the online agitation in the Ikoku5 case. This 

influenced however, was achieved through a symbiotic relationship between radio and 

social media. This conclusion aligns with a report by America-Canada that social media 

plays an important role in amplifying the voice of the people through the traditional mass 

media, especially in cases of abuse of rights.  

 

Conclusion and Recommendations 

Arising from the findings of this study, we conclude that the media, in this case radio, 

played a significant role in ensuring calling attention to, initiating public agitation and 

calling for justice for the victims of police brutality in the Ikoku5 case in Port Harcourt, 

Rivers State. Given that radio may not be attributed wholly with driving the agitation, it 

can, to a significant level, be ascribed the role of creating the initial awareness and 

sustenance of the agitation. This conclusion can also apply to the role of radio in other cases 

of police misconduct and human rights abuse in Nigeria. With the above conclusion as a 

peg, it is recommended that the traditional mass media should employ the social media 

more and a t the same time, work in synergy with t civil society organisations to move the 

agitation from the studios and presses to the streets for higher public awareness and 

participation. Again, the mass media, particularly radio, should give premium attention to 

human rights-related programmes to educate citizens on their rights. Such programmes 

must be audience-participatory. The Nigeria Police as well as the Judiciary should engage 

and partner more with the mass media in tackling human rights abuses in the Nigerian 

society. 
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