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Abstract 
Niger Delta region of Nigeria remains a seedbed of hydra-headed conflicts most 

of which derive from ecological degradation and general backwardness of the 

area. Attempts have been made to stamp out this trend by the introduction of 

diverse remediating measures, yet these conflicts subsist. What this paper seeks to 

do is to examine the causes, effects and panaceas to these unending conflicts. In 

doing this, the paper adopts the conflict theory and primary and secondary 

methods of data collection. In the end, the study discovered, among other things, 

that the development crisis being faced by the region is borne out of blame trading, 

hypocrisy, apostasy and citizenship failure more than system or institution failure. 

The study thus recommended among other things that the Niger Deltans must 

start to look inwards to bring about the remediation of their lands towards 

entrenching a regime of development by tasking themselves to do the right thing 

– shunning mismanagement of resources, holding their leaders accountable rather 

than holding white oil workers hostage; putting up practical industrial and 

entrepreneurial plants, infrastructures to foster development progress in the 

region.  

 

Keywords: Development, Niger Delta, Ecology, Ecological Degradation, International 
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Introduction 

The Niger Delta region has been a terrain of many woes, ranging from oil dysfunction, 

citizen unrest, development arrest, environmental devastation to capital and human 

flights. Putting things in the right perspective, it is necessary to state from the very onset 

that the Niger Delta region of Nigeria accounts for more than 90 percent of earnings from 

oil and gas, 80 percent of gross domestic product (GDP) and 95 percent of the national 
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budget of Nigeria. The region also accounts for oil reserve of about thirty billion barrels 

and gas reserve of about one hundred and sixty trillion cubic feet (Chorkor, 2000). 

 

Beyond these, the region is blessed with good agricultural land and vast forest, 

outstanding fisheries and an immense labour force. With such abundant resources, the 

region should be one of the highly developed centres of the world. Paradoxically, there has 

been a tendency for an inverse relationship between development and natural resource 

abundance in the region. The search for strategies that would utter this relationship and 

stimulate patterns and processes of development in the Region has led the Nigerian State 

to frame special development programmes, since the 1960s. Overall the region has had the 

following interventions: The Niger Delta Development Board, the Niger Delta Basin 

Development Authority, the Presidential Task Force, the Presidential Implementation 

Committee, Oil Mineral Producing Area Development Commission and the Niger Delta 

Development Commission. The unique characteristics of the Niger Delta make special 

development efforts imperative. This need was first recommended by the Willink 

Commission instituted by the British Colonial Government in 1957. The Committee’s 

report gave birth to the Niger Delta Development Board. Although the Commission drew 

up a programme of action, the political and electoral crises of the first republic, which 

culminated in the Nigerian Civil War made the board to die a natural death. Effort upon 

effort has been marshalled out since then to address the teething development needs of the 

region. 

 

Be that as it may, the worry is that despite all these undisputable and plausible claim to 

the urgency of developmental interventionism and actual interventionism in the area, 

underdevelopment and material backwardness remain the hallmark of the region’s 

physiognomy, a reality which ruthlessly frightens all reasoning. It is to attempt to 

interrogate this burdensomeness that this paper aspires.   

 

Theoretical Framework 

To operationalize its subject matter, this paper adopts the conflict theory. This theory 

becomes relevant because its central argument stems from the position that society is 

always embroiled in one form of conflict or the other because of competitive struggle or 

class war over who will wield control or domination vis-à-vis the economic wealth or 

resources of the state. This position is taken by Karl Marx and his associates like Frederick 

Engels and disciple like V.I. Lenin as is argued that where there is class oppression, or 

attempt to do so, or a perception of the slightest inequality in the distribution or re-

distribution of available socio-economic values, conflict becomes the indubitable offspring. 

That is, all conflicts often arise from the interplay of politico-economic forces attempting 
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to determine supremacy posture of extant classes where one becomes or is taken as the 

oppressed while the other one as the oppressor.  

 

The bottom line is that conflict becomes the chief lubricant that greases the wheels of 

change in society, because by it the grievances of the oppressed are heard and the greed of 

the oppressors is corrected. In this case, conflict becomes a win-win matrix, to the extent 

that the power obesity of the oppressive class is upturned for their own good – because 

obesity is known to often kill its victims; while at the same time the paucity of economic 

benefits incurred by the oppressed class is remediated by appropriate redistributive 

mechanisms. There is no doubt that resolving the conflicts in the Niger Delta region will 

be to the good of the Nigerian state, the oil multinationals and the Niger Delta people, 

hence it will be a positive-sum game. 

 

The Anatomy of Niger Delta Development Conflicts 

To begin this section, it may be instructive to note that oil has not only promoted 

international conflicts but also local ones. As Ikporupo (1996: 159) observed, “since the 

great gold rush, which informed and characterized the voyages of discovery and 

expedition in the new world (the Americas), no natural resource has attracted so much 

attention and generated so much boom and yet so much conflict as petroleum”.  

 

In a similar vein, it has been noted that ‘since oil was discovered in the wake of the 

industrial revolution in the 18th century, as a veritable source of energy, man’s 

appreciation, and value rating and demand for this product have reached a worrisome 

level’.  This unbridled appetite for the black gold, competing with human blood for first 

position in man’s needs have led to wars as many nations are outdoing one another for the 

control, protection and acquisition of oil generating territories. Evidences of conflicts in 

and around the oil producing regions of the world including Nigeria authenticate this 

remark.  

 

In Nigeria, at the centre of most of these conflicts however, is not the competition among 

the stakeholders but also the environmentally degrading activities and nonchalant 

attitudes of the multinational oil companies and discontent with what the agitators 

consider as the obnoxious, archaic laws/Decrees which put the oil producing communities 

at a disadvantaged position.  Such laws, they say, prevent the oil communities from total 

control of the resource generated from their land. Examples of such laws among others 

are:  
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i. Petroleum Act 1969: This act vests control and ownership of all petroleum 

resources in the hands of the Federal Government (enacted in the heat of the 

civil war by the federal authorities); 

ii. Offshore Oil Revenue Act, 1971: This act vests on the Federal Government 

exclusive rights over the continental shelf of the coastal areas; 

iii. The Land Use Act, 1978: Entrenched in the Constitution of Nigeria transferred 

the ownership of all lands from individuals and communities to the state 

governors.  

 

Other demands and grievances of the oil bearing areas relate to the disposition of land 

rents; the application of derivation principle to the allocation of federally collected mineral 

revenues; the appropriate institutional and fiscal responses to the ecological problems of 

the oil producing areas; the responsibility of the oil prospecting companies to the oil 

producing communities and the appropriate arrangements for securing the integrity and 

autonomy of the oil producing communities within the present federal structure (Suberu 

1996). 

 

In the case of the Niger Delta Region of Nigeria, existing scholarship has identified four 

factors as being responsible for the state of affairs between the oil and gas prospecting 

companies and their host communities. These include environmental factors, government 

attitude and policies, attitude and policies of the multinationals, and the realities of change 

fuelled by globalization. Among these, environmental impacts of the oil exploration are 

perhaps taken as the most important. These include the indiscriminate destruction of 

marine life by explosives used in seismic surveys; the pollution of water, land and 

vegetation by seepages and spills from oil wells, tankers and exposed high pressure 

pipelines; and the devastation of crops and trees by the intense heat resulting from gas 

flaring. These have not only rendered the region inhospitable but also significantly hamper 

human development. This is indeed the root of the crisis.  

 

Be that as it may, the crisis in the Niger Delta can be better understood as a long drawn 

historical process. This could be divided into five important historical phases – the colonial 

or pre-independence period which terminated in 1959, the early secession/Isaac Boro phase 

1960-1970; the early civil society phase 1970-1985; the consultation, advocacy and 

mobilization/ SaroWiwa phase 1986-1995; the confrontation/ post-SaroWiwa Phase 1996 to 

date.  

 

The colonial and pre-independence period was the pre-oil period, and the Niger Delta at 

this historical period did not, in a relative term, occupy the center stage in Nigerian politics.  
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During this period Niger Delta area was used to refer to those communities occupying the 

geographical region where the Niger River emptied its water into the Atlantic Ocean. 

Presently, it has a wider geo-political connotation embracing all the oil producing 

communities that were not hitherto part of the original Niger Delta.  

 

The pre-independence agitation in the Niger Delta was at first against colonial subjugation 

and exploitation and later against the perceived domination, peripheralization and 

marginalization by the dominant ethnic groups. In 1957, a year before the production of 

oil commenced, the communities of the Niger Delta and several other minority ethnic 

groups in the country, had complained to the Willink Commission set up to enquire into 

their fears as negotiations began for a constitutional framework with which the country 

would be granted independence from Britain, that they were being neglected by the 

regional and central government in the allocation of resources, social amenities and 

political appointments.  

 

This complaint could not earn them anything except the creation of the Niger Delta 

Development Board (NNDB), a special agency established to tackle the developmental 

needs of the area. The military coups of 1966 and the thirty month civil war rendered the 

NNDB moribund.  

 

The early secession/Isaac Boro’s phase (1960-1970) was very short but historically 

significant in the study and analysis of the growth of domestic terrorism in the Delta 

region. It is significant in the sense that it was the first attempt by any Nigerian to lead a 

separatist group after independence in an attempt to terminate the corporate existence of 

the Nigerian state. The demand for equity in the allocation of federal resources took a new 

dimension on 23rd February 1966 when Isaac AdakaBoro declared the southern part of the 

present Rivers, Bayelsa and Delta states “The Niger Delta Peoples Republic.  

 

This occurred at a time, when relatively, oil plays very little or less significant role in the 

economy of the country. However, the declaration was an “expression of the 

dissatisfaction of the people of the Niger Delta about the control of the oil resources of the 

region (Ikporupo 2002). The revolt was brought under control within twelve days.  

Perhaps, poor interpretation of that historical event and nonchalant attitude on the part of 

the Nigerian leaders and policy makers (then) was partially responsible for the country’s 

civil war experience that lasted 30 months in which thousands of Nigerians lost their lives.  

The third phase is the early civil society phase (1970-1985). This phase was devoid of 

rancour and destructions. It was characterized by ‘advocacy largely by civil society 

organizations. It came after a long time of calmness and inactivity that accompanied the 
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civil war when the Nigerian government was busy with its policy of three Rs - policy of 

Reconciliation, Rehabilitation and Reconstruction. This phase lasted till mid-1980s. The 

most prominent association during this period was AMOS (Association of Minority Oil 

States). AMOS asserted that the principle of equity has been neglected in favor of other 

considerations in the distribution of resources in the country (Ikporupo 1996; Suberu 1996). 

This, they argued put the oil and mineral producing areas at a gross disadvantaged 

position. AMOS employed “academic and peaceful approach” (Ikporupo 2002: 209) 

characterized by negotiation and consultation with all the stakeholders. Despite its 

peaceful approach the federal military government used its regulatory power and banned 

the organization thereby closing the door of opportunities for further discussion with the 

aggrieved oil producing communities.  

 

The fourth phase was the Ogoni/Saro- Wiwa phase (1986-1995). This phase witnessed the 

intensification and internationalization of ethnic minority agitation and non-

compromising stance of the oil producing communities, prominent among which is the 

Ogoni ethnic group. The Ogoni campaign was spearheaded by MOSOP (Movement for 

the Survival of Ogoni People) under the leadership of late Ken SaroWiwa. The approach 

of the Ogoni was largely based on advocacy and protest march. Two cases are worth 

mentioning here. To contest the perceived injustice and unfair treatment of the Ogoni 

people in the distribution of the state resources and abject neglect of their region in spite 

of the long years of petroleum exploitation, MOSOP mobilized all the communities and 

gathered at Bori, the major town on 26 August, 1990 and adopted the Ogoni Bill of Rights.  

According to Suberu (1996:33) “the bill represented the classic example of the use of 

written memoranda to articulate the cause of the oil producing minority communities”. 

The bill demanded among other things the “right to control and use of a fair proportion of 

Ogoni economic resources for Ogoni development (Ogoni Bill of Rights 1990:4). Another 

spectacular protest march by the Ogoni ethnic was that on 4 January, 1993, involving about 

100 thousand people from all parts of Ogoni land. These two protests generated 

international sympathy in support of the minority oil communities. Another significant 

step taking by the Ogoni ethnic group was the decision to boycott the June 12 presidential 

election in 1993. Subsequent disagreements among some Ogoni groups resulted in the 

murder of four Ogonis and the subsequent hanging of the Ogoni nine including Ken 

SaroWiwa, the renowned playwright and environmentalist, by the military regime of the 

late dictator, General SaniAbacha. This marked the end of another phase and the beginning 

of a new phase witnessing the employment of non-compromising stance and terror 

strategies. In the words of the Human Right Watch, “the hanging of Saro-Wiwa in 

November 1995 could be said to be the turning point in the politics of the Niger Delta”.  
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The post-SaroWiwa phase (1996 to date) has been characterized by violent attack and 

bombing of oil installations, kidnap, hostage taking and assault. This phase, aptly 

described by Ikporupo (2002: 209) as “the wilderness phase” poses greater security 

challenges for the Nigerian state than in any period of Nigeria’s political history, except 

the civil war. In this phase, thousands of people mostly from the ethnic minority groups 

have lost their lives, thousands are been displaced and another thousand rendered 

homeless thereby aggravating the social, economic and environmental menace inflicted on 

the people of the Niger Delta by the recklessness of the multinational oil companies.  

 

The “judicial murder” of Ken SaroWiwa not only created a leadership vacuum but also a 

consciousness in the people that support for any group or leaders of any group claiming 

to be their representative, liberator or freedom fighter is sacrosanct and unflinching. This 

has been responsible for the further proliferation of militant ethnic groupings.  

 

As at now, there are over 150 of such groups claiming to be the voice of the people of the 

oil communities – although, some of them have gone underground. Few of these are: the 

Supreme Egbesu Assembly (SEA), Niger Delta Volunteer Force,  (NDVF) led by 

AsariDokubo; Movement for the Sovereign State of Biafra (MASSOB); The Chicoco 

Movement formed in August 1997, on a joined rally at Aleibiri; Egbesu Boys of Africa 

(EBA) formed in 1998, Consists of Ijaw/warri ethnic groups; Ijaw Youth Council (IYC) 

formed on January 1, 1999; Isoko National Youth Movement (INYM); Itsekiri Nationality 

Patriots; Movement for the Survival of the Ogoni People (MOSOP) formerly headed by 

Late Ken Saro-wiwa; Movement for the Survival of Ijaw Ethnic Nationality (MOSIEN); 

Movement for the Emancipation of the Niger Delta (MEND); Movement for Reparation to 

Ogbia (Oloibiri) (MORETO); Egi Women’s Movement; Niger Delta Vigilante (NDV), led 

by Ateke Tom;  and Federated Niger Delta Ijaw communities, led by Oboko Bello. The 

proliferation of ethnic groupings has further created security management problem.  

 

The brief historical analysis indicates that the Niger Delta crisis is a product of the struggle 

for the control and allocation of the petroleum resources of the Niger Delta and a fight 

against the environmentally degrading activities of the oil companies. It is an outcome of 

the feeling of the people that in spite of their oil resources and contribution to the growth 

of Nigeria economy and development of other regions, the regions remained 

impoverished, underdeveloped and neglected.  It is indeed a fight against inequity and 

both real and perceived marginalization of the Niger Delta by the majority ethnic groups. 
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Development Cost of Conflicts in The Niger Delta and State Responses 

Violent political agitation by the people of the Niger Delta for improved and equitable 

resources allocation and involvement in the petroleum industry has constituted the most 

serious threat to the economy, human and national security in Nigeria. Not only that, 

because of the nature, dimension and strategies employed by the militants the country has 

been named among the trouble-spots around the world.  

 

Since 1998, the Niger Delta has seen a rise in the incidence of hostage taking of oil and oil 

related multinational company staff (both foreign and local) sabotage of company 

property; pipeline vandalisation; bombing of oil installations; kidnapping for ransom, sea 

piracy and robbery on the waterways. It was reported in the Financial Standard of January, 

2006 that the Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation recorded 1,306 cases of line breaks 

(majority of which took place in the Niger Delta) of petroleum products pipeline across the 

country in 2005 (Ibiyemi, 2006). This figure is considered too high when compared with 88 

cases recorded in 2003. It also represents an increase of 40.5 per cent over the 929 cases 

recorded by the corporation in 2004. The situation is worse now. There is no passing day 

without a reported case of kidnap, hostage taking or pipeline destruction in the Niger 

Delta.  

 

Balogun (2006) observes that: Kidnap and hostage taking particularly of foreign oil 

workers, by militants in the oil-rich Niger Delta region of Nigeria is assuming an alarming 

rate. Before youths militants became daring in 2006, they had limited their exuberance to 

just disrupting operations of oil producing companies, blowing up oil pipelines and 

invading oil fields with the aim of collecting ransom. 

 

As it stands now, people in the Niger Delta live in perpetual fear. More worrisome is the 

fact that the legitimacy and the survival of the Nigerian state is under considerable threat. 

Indeed, kidnappings in Nigeria’s oil-producing Niger Delta have become an almost daily 

occurrence. For instance, nearly 100 foreign oil workers have been kidnapped in the first 

quarter of 2007.  MEND, the most active and violent militant group have been responsible 

for most of the destruction of oil facilities and the kidnap of oil workers. In short, the Niger 

Delta region could be said to be in a state of war - a war of low intensity between the 

militants and multinational oil companies on the one hand and the militants and the 

Nigerian state on the other hand.  

 

Truly, the damage youth restiveness has done to the Nigerian economy is huge. The 

confrontation has also had its toll on human lives. In 1999 for instance, the United Nations 

High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) reported that the Ogoni rebellion resulted in 
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deaths and destruction of the community, producing refugees estimated to be 5,400 

(Ejobowah, 2000). In another instance, in a military operation in December 30 and 31 1998, 

about 26 civilians were killed and about 200 wounded (Ejobowah, 2000).  

 

On the other hand, 80 soldiers were reported missing. The effects of the confrontation on 

the economy have been enormous. The oil industry is estimated to have lost 117 working 

days in only 1997. In the first eight months of 1998 Shell, the largest oil company lost about 

11 billion barrels of crude oil estimated at $3.2 billion (Ejobowah, 2000).   

 

Appreciating the damaging effect on the economy, General Abdusalami Abubakar in 1999 

budget speech to the nation (as cited in the Guardian newspapers of January 2, 1999), 

confessed that “…the temporary closure of wells in the Niger Delta led to a sharp reduction 

in government foreign exchange earnings”, resulting in the non-realization of “the 

budgeted 1998 revenue of N216.336 billion from oil”. The situation has gone worse since 

then. In a period of seven months in 2006 (between February and September) the Business 

Day of September 4, 2006 reported that the country lost about 12 billion US dollars to the 

Niger Delta militants. By May 2007, it is estimated that militant activities and protest 

reduced oil production from a total capacity of 3million barrels per day to about 2million 

barrels.  At an average of 65 dollars a barrel, this loss translates to $65 million per day.  

 

Expectedly, this is damaging to the economy of the nation- an economy that is significantly 

driven by oil. Therefore, if security derives from the commonsensical fact that a person’s 

first interest is survival, the Niger Delta region’s environment (socially, economically, 

politically and in strict environmental sense)   is far from been secured. More worrisome is 

the threats it constitute to Nigeria’s global image, as most nations including United States, 

Britain, Australia among others, instruct their citizens against doing business in Nigeria 

(British High Commission, Nigeria 2005; Australian High Commission 2005). For example 

Australian High Commission warned “Australians in Nigeria should exercise a high 

degree of caution. The risk of terrorist attacks against Western interests 

remains…Australians are advised to defer non-essential travel to the riverine area in 

Bayelsa, Delta and River States in south-eastern Nigeria…Unrest and violence can occur 

without warning throughout Nigeria. Cult or street youth gang violence occurs regularly 

and can result in fatalities. The image of Nigeria abroad is that of a state that is engrossed 

in war”.  

 

Punch (Feb. 12, 2006) reported the refusal of most expatriates to be posted to riverside field 

but on shore. Much money was spent on provision of security. This has the implication of 

increasing overhead cost by the firms.   Nigerians unemployment figure rose to 
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22.45million, as job loss hits 710,693 in the first year of Buhari’s administration. Tribune of 

1st September, 2016 reported that 1,000,000 Nigerians lost their jobs in 3 months. Eboh and 

Ejoh (2016) in Vanguard Newspaper of August, 2016 reported that oil output dropped to 

295million barrels in 5months with a short fall of 36.15million barrels or 10.91% from 331.24 

recorded in the proceeding five months of August-December, 2015. January – May 2016 

output translates to an average daily crude output of 1.97million barrel per day (mbpd) 

according to data released by the NNPC and it is a reflection of production shut-ins 

following increased militancy siege on oil installations. United States Energy Information 

Administration (EIA) had put the average crude oil price for the first five months of 2016 

at USD 37.882 per barrel, compared to an average of USD 44.97 per barrel in the last five 

months of 2015. This meant that Nigeria earned about USD 11.18Billion in the first five 

month of 2016, an equivalent of N2.2Trillion using the official exchange rate of N197 to a 

dollar as at that period (Eboh and Ejoh, 2016).   

 

Month-on-month analysis of the country’s crude oil output showed a steady decline. The 

monthly outputs of the period are as follows: January, 2016, 66.49 million that is, 2.22 

million barrel per day; and February 59.27 million, 1.98 million barrels per day. In the 

months of March, April, and May 2016, monthly oil production are 59.43 million, 59.56 

million and 52.34 million barrels respectively, representing a daily average of 1.91, 1.99 

and 1.74 million barrels per day (Vanguard, 2016). 

 

The former minister of state for petroleum IbeKachukwu noted that between January and 

February 2016 over 1,600 incidents of vandalization was recorded resulting in a loss of 109 

million liters of petroleum products and 560,000 barrels of crude oil to refineries. This 

shows that a total of 2.2 million barrels per day targeted in the budget fails by 29.1% as 

output was 1.59 mbpd with a shortfall of 0.7mbpd and thus requires 1.1 mbpd between 

the month of August 2016 and year end to meet the annual production target (Vanguard, 

2016).   

 

NNPC report indicated that Nigeria lost 643 million litres of crude oil or N51.28 billion as 

a result of 3,000 incidences of pipeline vandalization in 2015. NNPC reports that between 

2010- 2015, it recorded 18,000 incidences of pipeline vandalization while the figure for 

January to May, 2016, no fewer than 1,447 incidents leading to loss of 109 million of litres 

of petroleum products and 560,000 barrels of crude oil to refineries were recorded 

(Vanguard, August, 2016). In 2016 a total of 1600 incidents of pipeline vandalization was 

recorded in two (2) months as against 3000 in 12months of 2015.The record of 3000 pipeline 

vandalization shows a monthly average of 250 incidences as against average of 800 

incidents recorded between January and February, 2016(Vanguard, 2016). 
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This shows an increase of 220% pipeline vandalized in the year 2016 compared to 2015. 

The 2015 International Monetary Fund (IMF) report showed that Nigeria dropped from 

1st to 2nd position as the largest economy in Africa with a GDP of $296 billion while South 

Africa with a GDP of $ 301 billion rand’s ranks first position in Africa.   

 

Nigeria was officially declared by bureau of statistics as a recessed economy on 1st 

September, 2016. The National Bureau of Statistics(NBS) report on Vangaurd 1st 

September, 2016 showed a constant contraction of Nigeria GDP basic prices in the 2nd 

quarter of 2016(Q2’16) by 2.06% after shrinking 0.3 in Q1’16. The decline is attributed to a 

weaker currency, low oil prices resulting in depressed public finance and the value of the 

naira. Compounding the impact of low oil price is the attack by the militancy on oil and 

gas facilities in the southern Niger delta since the start of 2016 which has cut crude 

production by about 700,000 barrels per day (bpd) to 1.56 million bpd against government 

2016 budget assumption of 2.2 million bpd. The country’s annual inflation rate rose to 

17.1% in July from 16.5% in June which is more than 10year high, while fund inflation rose 

to 15.8% from 15.3%. Nigeria attracted just $647.1 million of capital in the 2nd quarter. 

Nigeria economy was last in recession more than a year in 1991 but experienced prolonged 

recession from 1982-1984. The naira remained at record low of N423 per dollar in the black 

market due to dollar shortages though offered at rates as weak as N365.            

         

Now, what has been the reaction of the Nigerian state to the spate of violence in the region? 

First, it is grossly disingenuous to say that the approach of the Nigerian state to resolve the 

recurrent problem in the Niger Delta is completely repressive. Occasionally, soft measures 

are applied while at times hard measures are inevitable in order to maintain peace or 

protect the corporate existence of the country. Following Lowi (1964) and Keller (1983), 

three forms of state responses to the claims and activities of ethnic minority oil producing 

communities can be identified (cited in Suberu, 1996). These are redistributive, 

reorganization and regulatory/ repressive state policies and responses. According to 

Suberu (1996) redistributive policies are state decisions that consciously dispense value 

resources to one group at the expense of other claimants to state resources. Re-

organizational policies refer to state effort to restructure or reconfigure political or 

administrative institutions and relationship in order to accommodate group demands or 

strengthen the efficacy of centralized state power. Regulatory policies on the other hand 

entail the mandatory imposition of sanctions or restrictions of individuals or groups that 

are perceived to pose a threat to state cohesion and order.        

                                    

A brief discussion of these policies is necessary. Redistributive Policies:  Revenue sharing 

or resource distribution has been at the centre of ethnic agitation in Nigeria. The 
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exceptional political sensitivity of resource allocation is worsened by the lack of consensus 

on the criteria of distribution, the absence of reliable socioeconomic data, and political 

change, and the extent to which revenue distribution is tied to perceptions of regional 

ethnic dominance (Suberu 2001). Revision in Federal revenue sharing arrangements have 

been the most important redistributive policies designed to contain ethnic minority 

agitation in Nigeria. The irony however is that, the various review exercises have been 

done at the disadvantage of the oil producing communities. Before oil assumes a prime 

position in the Nigerian economy derivation principle occupied the centre stage of revenue 

sharing practices. The percentage allocated to derivation stood at 50% before the 

promulgation of the Distributable Pool Account (DPA Decree 13 of 1970) which slashed it 

down to 45%. The 1979 Constitution revised the petroleum act of 1969 by declaring Federal 

Government’s ownership of all mineral resources both onshore and offshore and the 

derivation share of oil revenue slashed to 5% by the Second Republic government of Shehu 

Shagari. 

 

By 1985 the derivation principle as an index of revenue allocation has been partially 

eliminated.  For example, the Babangida administration (1985-93), at its inception inherited 

a revenue sharing arrangement which assigned 2 per cent and 1.5 per cent of oil mineral 

revenues to the oil producing states and oil producing areas respectively (For detail see 

Suberu 1996). This was later slashed down to 1 per cent in order to provide fund for the 

development of Abuja, the Nigerian new capital city. Following intensive agitation, the 

statutory allocation for the mineral producing areas was increased from 1 to 3 per cent of 

federally collected revenue. This remained so till the end of 1993. Now according to the 

1999 (Section 162 subsection 2 and 3) Nigerian Constitution the derivation formula for 

sharing revenue stands at 13 per cent. Nonetheless, the increase has not doused the flame 

of the struggle for equity and justice in the Niger Delta region as communities demand for 

total control of what they feel is their God-given resources or at least a return to the pre-

1970 period when other formulae like population, equity, and need were peripheral. 

Though the revision in Federal revenue sharing arrangements have been the most 

important redistributive policies, this has been used to the advantage of the 

major/dominant ethnic groups.  

 

Thus, the major ethnic groups (Hausa/Fulani, Yoruba and Igbo) have been accused of 

internal colonialism. Indeed, this forms a major crisis that the National Political Reform 

Conference (NPRC), inaugurated by President Olusegun Obasanjo in 2005, had to contend 

with (NPRC Minority Report of the Committee on Environment and Natural Resources). 

Other measures include the establishment of special commission and federal agencies to 

address the peculiar developmental needs of the region.  
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For example Shagari administration (1979-83) set up a presidential task force in 1980 

known as the 1.5 Per Cent Committee to see to the developmental peculiarities of the 

region. 1.5 per cent was allocated to the Committee to carry out its mandate. The task force 

recorded nothing of note on the sands of time (Tell Magazine June 2007: 29). Later, the Oil 

Mineral Producing Areas Development Commission (OMPADEC) was established by 

General Ibrahim Babangida, the then military head of state. He gave OMPADEC the 

mandate of turning around the situation in the region. It was a glaring fact that the 

Commission like the previous ones failed to achieve its founder’s vision. It was widely 

believed that inefficiency, lack of focus, inadequate and irregular funding, official 

profligacy, corruption, and excessive political interference, lack of transparency and 

accountability and high overhead expenditure in the organization ensured that people 

largely got disappointed.   

 

The failure of OMPADEC accounted for its dissolution by Obasanjo’s civilian 

administration upon inception in 1999 and its replacement by Niger Delta Development 

Commission (NDDC). The NDDC was set up with the mission of facilitating ‘the rapid, 

even and sustainable development of the Niger Delta into a region that is economically 

prosperous, socially stable, and environmentally regenerative and politically stable 

(Obasanjo, 2007). President Obasanjo in his speech also charged the commission to make 

the people of the Niger Delta feel a sense of belonging by uplifting their standard of living 

through the implementation of life-touching projects. The persisting crisis of development 

in the region is a testimony to the fact that little has been achieved by the Commission due 

to pandemic political and bureaucratic corruption. Reorganization Policies: A common 

feature of ethnic politics in Nigeria is the unrelenting agitation for administrative 

autonomy. This has resulted in incessant state and local government creation exercises. 

The philosophical basis for such agitation is the underlying assumption that such 

administrative unit enhances access to national wealth; facilitate equitable inter-ethnic 

power sharing and as well local community development.  

 

Suberu (1996) writes “a key feature of Nigerian federalism is the decisive role that state 

and local government play in facilitating the access of territorial communities to federal 

developmental patronage. This role has arisen from the virtually complete dependence of 

the states and localities on federal oil revenues, but also from the continuing emphasis on 

the standard of inter-unit equality in distributing federal financial resources and 

infrastructural opportunities to the nation’s constituent communities and segments”. 

Therefore, the Nigerian state has responded to intense clamor for additional constituent 

units in the Delta region. Presently, Niger Delta Region is composed of nine states of Abia, 

AkwaIbom, Bayelsa, Cross River, Delta, Edo, Imo, Ondo and Rivers. However, it is 
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significant to note that the creation of states and constituent units have also failed to serve 

as a panacea to the crisis. A number of factors explain this - the poor relationship between 

the host communities and the multinational oil companies; the devastating impact of the 

activities of the oil companies on the environment; competition among the various 

communities for recognition and access to resources; crass poverty and poor management 

of the available resources by the states and local government within the region.  

 

Mismanagement of Interventionist Schemes, Statutory Allocations and Deepening 

Development Crisis in The Niger Delta       

When Chief Olusegun Obasanjo assumed office as a civilian president in 1999, he 

established the Niger Delta Development Commission (NDDC) in 2000 as an 

interventionist agency to tackle the issue of development in the region. His administration 

also started the implementation of the 13% derivative component approved by General 

Sani Abacha for the oil producing states. The Obasanjo civilian regime also created the 

Ministry of Niger Delta Affairs to facilitate the development of the region. Despite all these 

interventions, the region remains undeveloped, thereby making the crisis occasioned by 

the violent agitation for development an enduring political issue. Many scholars have 

blamed the federal government and the multinational oil firms for the underdevelopment 

of the region, using the Marxists’ dependency theory or the Post-Colonial theory by John 

Saul in their analyses.  

 

Both theories see Nigeria as a weak state that cannot call the oil firms, who are the neo-

colonial agents in Africa, to order and do the needful in areas of environmental 

remediation and corporate social responsibility. It has been suggested that the State and 

the oil firms are in an unholy alliance hence the former always deploys its instruments of 

violence against any community that protests against any of the oil firms. But a much more 

suitable theory that explains the underdevelopment of the Niger Delta is the Centre and 

Periphery model by Johan Galtung. Taking the Niger Delta as the periphery and the 

federal government as the centre, there are politicians within the periphery who constitute 

themselves as the centre of the periphery in a way that truncates or impedes development 

in the region for selfish reasons.  

 

This explains why the region is underdeveloped despite the fact that the Niger Delta states 

since 1999 have never been ruled by foreigners, the Ministry of Niger Delta Affairs has 

never been headed by politicians outside the region, the chairmen and managing directors 

of NDDC have never been outsiders. In other words, the affairs of the region have been 

presided over by its own people but yet, the development of the region has remained 

elusive despite the yearly budgetary allocations. Can it be said always that the funds 
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released to the region by the federal government since 1999 were too meagre? How well 

have the “meagre” funds been managed? Have the governors, who themselves are from 

the region, judiciously applied the funds? It is very obvious that the funds have been 

largely embezzled and mismanaged (Vanguard, 2016).  

 

The 13% derivative component could have been used by the governors to procure gas 

turbines for the electrification of the region after reaching an agreement with the oil firms 

to supply the needed gas which they have been wastefully flaring. A constant power 

supply would have tremendously engendered development in the region as several 

industries would have sprung up. It is a shame that the natural endowment of the people, 

the natural gas, is being mindlessly wasted while the governors or emperors are waiting 

for monthly allocations from the federal government. So what is the role of the governors? 

The fact that Nigeria is not truly practising federalism does not stop the governors from 

looking inward to set an agenda for the transformation of the region. NDDC could also 

have linked the region together with bridges. The 3rd Mainland Bridge in Lagos is a good 

example. Two of such a bridge would have been very ideal. It is unbelievable to hear that 

NDDC is donating desks and chairs to primary and secondary schools instead of 

embarking on meaningful capital projects. A region can only be transformed with capital 

projects that can trigger industrialization.  

 

What is the role of the Ministry of Niger Delta Affairs? It was created to tackle the problems 

of underdevelopment. Regrettably, it has not impacted the people of the region, despite 

the annual budgetary allocations, but the federal government is always erroneously 

blamed for the underdevelopment in the region rather than its enemies-the corrupt and 

predatory Niger Delta politicians. It is now clear that some activists and agitators who 

campaigned for the development of the region were not sincere. Some asked former 

president Obasanjo to give crude oil to Julius Berger Ltd so that the latter can carry out 

construction jobs in the region. They claimed that former military head of state, General 

Babaginda, used this trade by barter with Julius Berger to transform the nation’s capital, 

Abuja. It was this demand that probably made President Obasanjo to establish the NDDC 

and implement the 13% derivative component for the oil bearing states. But when a Niger 

Delta man became the president of Nigeria, he was not asked or persuaded by the 

vociferous agitators or activists who were his kinsmen, to replicate in the Niger Delta, what 

Babaginda did in Abuja with crude oil. These people were concerned with primitive 

accumulation of wealth, not the development of the region (Vanguard, 2016). It is 

worrisome that the money acquired was invested outside the region. How would the 

region be developed when the indigenes were buying mansions in choice places outside 

the region; when they are engaging in ostentatious consumption? They did not see the 
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need for the true practice of federalism when the immediate past administration was in 

office because they were getting free money, but surprisingly, as soon as the current 

president was sworn in, the call for the true practice of federalism became more strident. 

People who showed very sincere concern for the development of the region were 

AdakaBoro, Ken Saro-Wiwa and OrontoDauglas of blessed memories, not those 

government contractors. What is the reason for the current militancy in the region? The 

reason is that the previous agitation and militancy enriched very few people at the 

detriment of the entire region. Some people became multi-millionaires overnight. The 

Amnesty programme, midwifed by late president Musa Yar’ Adua, was not well-managed 

after his demise. It later turned to a drain pipe as N328b was discovered to have been 

mismanaged (Vanguard, 2016).  

 

The last stage, reconstruction, was never implemented despite the fact that the president 

at that time was from the region, the minister for petroleum was from the oil-rich region, 

the minister for Niger Delta Affairs as well as the Amnesty managers were all from the 

region and coupled with the oil boom during which a barrel sold for over $120. Some 

politicians from the region who wanted the status quo to be maintained allegedly resorted 

to the sponsoring of idle youths in bombing oil pipelines with the assurance that they 

would benefit from another round of Amnesty largesse, making the violent agitation or 

militancy a vicious cycle. This is the reason for the current crisis in the region and it would 

remain a reoccurring decimal in Nigerian politics as long as oil remains the major source 

of revenue for the nation. If the present administration negotiates with the militants to stop 

the bombings, another group of militants will come up as soon as this government leaves 

office. This imbroglio would have been averted if the political elite in the region took 

advantage of the unprecedented oil boom to address the issues of underdevelopment in 

the region. It is therefore, not hypothetical to opine that the Niger Delta remains 

undeveloped due to the selfishness of its predatory political gladiators. A look at the 

management of federal interventionist packages by these gladiators would further support 

this. 

 

To be sure, the NDDC was established in by former president Obasanjo in response to 

agitations for the development of the Niger Delta region. It was created as an 

interventionist agency to speed up the development of the long neglected and polluted oil 

producing region. The federal government had a good intention but unfortunately, the 

Niger Delta people who have managed the commission were not ready for the 

development of the region. It has been an annual story of corrupt practices rather than 

news of world class capital projects commissioning ceremonies. Despite the annual 

budgets of over N300 billion, the region is still sadly undeveloped. For instance, the 
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commission got over N300 billion in 2014. In 2015, it got N300.1 billion, while N241.1billion 

was allocated to it in 2016 (Premium Times, 2014; Vanguard, 2016). Since inception, the 

commission has not been starved of funds yet the region is wearing a colonial look. The 

NDDC Act 2000 makes it mandatory for the federal government to contribute 15% of the 

total monthly statutory allocation from the federation account and 50% of the ecological 

fund to the commission. Corruption is thus implicated for the poor performance of the 

commission. There have been allegations of embezzlement, diversion of funds, duplication 

of projects and connivance between the commission’s officials and contractors to do 

shoddy jobs. For instance, the Auditor General of the Federation had alleged that N183 

billion was diverted by the managers of the commission. Most of the abandoned projects 

and those shoddily completed have been paid for by the commission (Premium Times, 

2015). Again, majority of the contractors are indigenes of the region. Some years ago, a 

chairman of the commission allegedly spent about N1billion for a voodoo charm to 

exterminate a top official of the commission and a state governor (Premium Times, 2015). 

How can the region be developed with this type of recklessness? As noted earlier, the 

commission has never been managed by people from outside the region, therefore, it 

stands to reason that the elite has been the impediment to the development of the region. 

Due to alleged infighting among the officials of the commission and poor performance, the 

Managing Director and all the board members were relieved of their appointments by the 

Senate in September 2011 (The Nation, 2014).       

         

In a related vein, there is no gainsaying the fact that the oil-producing states have been 

getting higher allocations from the federation account if compared with other states. They 

get additional 13% from the federation account monthly. For instance, in March 2012, 

AkwaIbom state got N5.9 billion, Delta state got N5.1billion, Rivers state got N5.3 billion, 

Bayelsa state got N2.4 billion while Edo state received N380.1 million, according to a 

Federal Ministry of Finance Bulletin, and reproduced by The Summary, November 3rd, 

2015. The annual allocation to any of the Niger Delta States is higher than the annual 

budgets of some African States like Liberia and Gambia. For instance, AkwaIbom state got 

N260b, Rivers state N230b, Delta state N209b and Bayelsa state received N173b as statutory 

allocations for 2013 (The Nation, 2014). With all these, the Niger Delta region should have 

been developed by now if the funds have been judiciously utilized. Even with these funds 

many industries are still moribund in the region. A pathetic example is the Delta Steel 

Company, Aladja in Delta State. When the federal government wanted to privatize it, the 

leaders of the six states didn’t see the need to come together and buy it because they were 

bereft of vision. The firm could have improved the fortunes of the oil states now that oil 

price has dropped sharply leading to the dwindling of allocations. There are very strong 

indications that the former governors had grossly mismanaged the resources of the region. 
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They behaved as if the region was a conquered territory (Premium Times, 2016). It was as 

a result of this brazen mismanagement of funds that one of them was impeached and 

removed by the state legislators and consequently prosecuted by the anti-graft agency. The 

Federal Ministry of Niger Delta Affairs has not impacted the people as expected. Despite 

the huge annual allocations from the federal government, the story of underdevelopment 

has not changed. In 2014, the ministry got N113.6 billion for personnel, overhead, statutory 

transfer and capital/development projects, according to the Budget Office, 2014 and 

reproduced by Africa Network for Environmental and Economic Justice (ANEEJ, 2014). In 

2015, N50 billion was earmarked for projects while N67.3 billion was budgeted for projects 

in 2016 (Punch, 2015; Premium Times, 2016). Despite all these disbursements from the 

federation account since the creation of the ministry, the major road that links all Niger 

Delta states together, the East-West road, whose dualization project was awarded many 

years ago, is yet to be fully completed. Many riverine communities have no drinkable 

water and electricity, e.g. Burutu in Delta State. There, the people drink and bathe with 

salty water. In many communities in Bayelsa State, including the hometown of the ex-

president, the people rely on sachet water from neighbouring Delta State. What does it cost 

the ministry to drill water wells with treatment plants for the people? There have been 

reports of mismanagement of funds in the ministry. According to a report in Sahara 

Reporters on 23rd August 2016, titled “Six Years of Waste’’, the ministry blew over N700 

billion between 2009 and 2015. This money was spent on 427 contracts and achieved only 

8% impact. This was made known by the Ministerial Technical Audit Committee on 

Contracts. The Independent Corrupt Practices and Related Offences Commission (ICPC) 

had seized 24 property and several exotic cars from three civil servants in the ministry who 

are indigenes of Niger Delta. One of them had 18 property. Among the seized property 

were 10 hectares of land in Abuja at N50m, an uncompleted duplex in Abuja at the cost of 

N90m and a 4-bedroom duplex in Abuja at N60m (Premium Times, 2015).  

 

Why are Niger Deltans not using their loots to develop their place? Some former governors 

of the Niger Delta states, while in office, allegedly built ultra-modern hospitals, ranked 

among the best in the world outside the shores of Nigeria. They also set up several 

investments outside the region, creating jobs abroad while there is unemployment at 

home. Since 1999, the federal and state legislators have been collecting funds for 

constituency projects running into several billions of naira. The six geographic Niger Delta 

states have been represented by 18 senators. Those in House of Representatives are more, 

and very many are in the state assemblies. In 2012, senators got N240m each for 

constituency projects while representatives in the lower chamber received N160m 

according to The Street Journal (2012) in a report titled ‘’Legislooters’’: How Nigerian 

Lawmakers Feed Fat on Constituency Project Funds. It noted that only very few loyalists 
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of the legislators benefitted from the largesse and the greater part of it went into the 

legislators’ political empire. Which projects did they execute? Where did they execute 

them? In Dubai or South Africa or in the US? If the funds collected were used judiciously 

for this purpose, the region would have worn a new look. This strongly supports former 

president Obasanjo’s view that the national assembly is a committee of thieves(The 

Guardian, 2016). The time has come for the people to interrogate the application of all 

funds disbursed to the Niger Delta from 1999 till date. The militants should go after the 

prodigious and predatory political elite that have arrested development in the region 

rather than blowing up pipelines which is deepening the ecological devastation of the 

region. 

 

Conclusion and Recommendations 

The Niger Delta region has had diverse interventions from the Federal Government in 

concert with the international oil companies (IOCs), and annually billions of naira are 

budgeted and spent for the region’s development, yet there is still a far cry from this desire. 

This makes it very clear there is the need for an alteration of the existing trend. Even 

militancy or armed struggle, pipeline vandalization, kidnapping of oil workers and 

obstruction of oil works have also proven to be futile in engendering development in the 

region. On this note it becomes germane to recommend that: 

i. The region’s people need to take their destinies into their own hand by calling 

on their own sons and daughters who have excelled in their private fields and 

ventures in the diaspora to return to set up ventures that would development 

the region.  

 

ii. The region’s people need to begin to see development not as an extraneous or 

government-centered business, but as a home-grown, citizen-led action. 

 

iii. The people need to develop the mindset that they must own the process of 

development and safeguard it by shunning previous anti-state acts that only 

left the region more backward, or at any rate favoured the few against the 

many.   

 

REFERENCES 

Alaibe, N. (2012), The Problem With Amnesty Programme. 

http://dailyindependentnig.com/category/news/, retrieved on 3/2/2013.  

Alamieyesigha, D. (2005), The Niger Delta crisis: Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow, in Tell 

magazine, Lagos, April 4th. 



South-South Journal of Humanities and international Studies                      Vol.5 No.1 March, 2022 
 

Niger Delta Conflicts: Etiology, Ontology and Antinomy      394 

Ake, C.,(1985), The Nigerian State: Antinomies of Periphery Formation, in Ake C. (ed) (1985): 

A Political Economy of Nigeria Ibadan: Longman  

ANEEJ Report- Ministry of Niger Delta Affairs got N113.6b in 2014.  

Appadorai, A. (1975), The Substance of Politics, New Delhi: Oxford University Press. 

Aristotle (1984), Politics, Book III in Aristotle: The Complete Works. Electronic edition. The 

Complete Works of Aristotle. BOLLINGEN SERIES LXXI · 2 Volume II. Past 

Masters Preface. Revised Oxford Translation. Edited by Jonathan Barnes. 2 vols. © 

1984 The Jowett Copyright Trustees. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1984. 

Babawale, T. (2007), Good Governance, Democracy and Democratic Best Practices: Prescriptions 

for Nigeria. Lagos: Centre for Black and African Arts and Civilization Publications 

Monograph Series. 

Badru F.A. (2000), Ethnic Conflicts and Minority Interests in Nigeria: A Critical Perspective, 

Journal of Cultural Studies, Ethnicity and African Development 256. pp. 3-46 

Chokor, B., (2000), Appraising the Structural Aspects of the Crises of Community 

Development and Environmental Degradation in Niger Delta in Osuntokun, (ed) 

2000: Environmental Problems of the Niger Delta. Lagos: Friedrich Ebert 

Chukwudozie, C.M.N. (2002), Introduction to Human Rights and Social Justice, Enugu: 

Ochumba Printing and Publishing Co. Ltd.Collier, P. (2007), The Bottom Billion: 

Why The Poorest Countries Are Failing And What Can Be Done About It. Oxford: 

oxford University Press. 

De Melo M, Denizer C, Gelb A, Tenev S, (1997), Circumstance and Choice: The Role of Initial 

Conditions and Policies in Transition Economies, World Bank Policy Research 

Working Paper 1866 

Fukuyama, F. (2011), Origins Of Political Order : From Pre-human Times To The French 

Revolution. New York, NY: Farrar, Straus and Giroux. 

Gberevbie, D. E., Shodipo, A. O. &Oviasogie, F. (2013), Leadership and Accountability: The 

Challenges of Development in Nigeria. Thought and Practice: A Journal of the 

Philosophical Association of Kenya, 5 (1): 121-140.  

Gelb, A. (1988), Windfall Gains: Blessing or Curse?, Oxford University Press, Oxford and 

New York.   

Goulet, D. (1971), The Cruel Choice: A New Concept in The Theory of Development. New 

York: Athenaeum.  

Gylfason T, (2000), Resources, Agriculture and Economic Growth in Economies in Transition, 

Kyklos, 53 (4), 545-580 

Ibietan, J. &Ekhosuehi, O. (2013). Trends in Development Planning in Nigeria: 1962 to 2012. 

Journal of Sustainable Development in Africa, 15 (4): 297-311.  

Ibiyemi,S. (2006), NNPC Pipeline Vandalisation Rises by 40 Per cent. Financial Standard, 

January 30, 2006. 



South-South Journal of Humanities and international Studies                      Vol.5 No.1 March, 2022 
 

Niger Delta Conflicts: Etiology, Ontology and Antinomy      395 

Ibodje, S.W.E. (2008), Oil and the Niger Delta, in Oyovbaire, S. (ed.) Government and Politics 

in Nigeria: The IBB and OBJ Years. Ibadan: Spectrum Books, Limited.  

Ikelegbe, A. (2004), Intergovernmental Relations, Governance and Development In Nigeria in 

Ogwaikhide, ‘F. et. al. Intergovernmental Relations in Nigeria. Ibadan: 

Programme on Ethnic and Federal Studies (PEFS).  

Ikime, O. (1969), Niger Delta Rivalry: Itsekiri – Urhobo Relations and European Presence 1889 – 

1936. London: Longman.  

Imhabekhai, C.I. (2009), Management Of Community Development Programme And Projects. 

Benin: Uniben Press  

Jack-Akhigbe, P., (2013), The State and Development Interventions in the Niger Delta Region of 

Nigeria. Ph.D Thesis University of Benin, Nigeria. 

Jinadu, L., Abutudu, M. &Egom, A. (2007), Introduction: Scope, Method and Context, in 

Jenadu, L. et. Al. (2007): Democracy, oil and politics in the Niger Delta. Port 

Harcourt: Centre for Advanced Social Science. 

Locke, J. (1960), Two Treatises of Government. New York: Cambridge University Press. 

Marshal, T.H. (1973), Class, Citizenship and Social Development. Westport: Greenwood Press. 

Makinde, T. (2005), Problems of Policy Implementation in developing nations: The Nigerian 

Experience. Journal of Social Science, 11 (1): 63-69.  

Nextier, (2015), Political Economy Analysis on the Fund Set-Up by the Federal Government of 

Nigeria to Reduce Unrest in The Niger Delta. Abuja: Nextier Publication 

Ntete-Nna, J. (2001), The Niger Delta: State Legislation and Disempowerment.Owerri: 

Springfield Publishers.  

Okowa, W (2005), Oil, Babylonian Matthewnomics, and Nigerian Development. Port Harcourt: 

UPP     

Omoweh, D. (2007), Shell Petroleum Development Company, the State and the 

Underdevelopment of Nigeria’s Niger Delta. Agmere: African World. 

Ogundiya, I.S.(2009), Domestic Terrorism and Security Threats in the Niger Delta Region of 

Nigeria.  Journal of  Social Science, 20(1): 31-42 (2009) 

Pocock, J. G. A. (1998), The Ideal of Citizenship Since the Classical Times, in GershonShafir 

(ed.) (1998): The Citizenship Debates. A Reader. University of Minnesota Press. 

Minneapolis /London. 

Portes, A., (1992), Labor, class and the International System. New York: Aberdeen.  

Premium Times (2014) NDDC got N300b in 2014.  

Premium Times (2015) N183b Diverted By NDDC Officials.  

Premium Times (2016) Removal and Prosecution of a State Governor.  

Presbisch, R. and S. Bodenheimer, (1970), Dependency and imperialism: The  

Punch (2015) Anti-Graft Agency Seized Property of 3 Civil Servants in Ministry of Niger 

Delta Affairs.  



South-South Journal of Humanities and international Studies                      Vol.5 No.1 March, 2022 
 

Niger Delta Conflicts: Etiology, Ontology and Antinomy      396 

Rawls, J. (1988), The Priority of Right and the Ideas of Good, Philosophy and Public Affairs, 

Vol. 17, no. 4 (Autumn, 1988), pp.251-276. 

Seers, D. (1972), Meaning of development. (in) Uphoff, N. T. &Ilchman, W.F (eds) 1972 The 

Political Economy of Development: Theoretical and Empirical contributions: 

Berkely University of California 

Sen, A. (1989), Development as Capabilities Expansion. Journal of Development Planning 19: 

41 – 58. 

Sen, A. and Sudhir, A. (1990), The Concept of Human Development.  

Background Paper for the Human Development Report 1990. New York: Human 

Development Report Office. 

Sen, A. (2002), Foreword, in Sakiko Fukuda-Parr and A.K. Shiva Kumar (eds.) Human 

Development, Essential Readings. New Delhi: Oxford University Press. 

Shafir, G. (ed.) (1998), The Citizenship Debates. A Reader. University of Minnesota Press. 

Minneapolis /London. 

Shaw, M. N. (1997), International Law. United Kingdom: Cambridge Univ. Press. 

Todaro, M. & Smith, S. (2003), Economic Development (8th Edition) Singapore: Pearson  

Weber, M., (1988), The Protestant Ethic and The Spirit of Capitalism. New York: Scribner. 

Saro-Wiwa K (1992), Genocide in Nigeria: The Ogoni Tragedy. London: Port Harcourt: Saros 

International Publishers 

The Nation (2014) Annual Allocations to Niger Delta States Higher than the Budgets of 

Liberia and Gambia.  

The Street Journal (2012) ‘’Legislooters’’: How Nigerian Lawmakers Feed Fat on 

Constituency Projects.  

The Guardian (2016) National Assembly of Thieves Vanguard (2016) Senate Begins Probe 

of Mismanagement of N328b Amnesty Fund. 

Vanguard (2016) NDDC got N241b in 2016.  

Vanguard (2011) NDDC Board Sacked by the Senate.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


