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ABSTRACT 
This study assessed the impact of armed banditry on 2,200 vulnerable women and 

4,400 children in Anka LGA of Zamfara State. The study focused on how 220 

women and 440 children’s health, education and socio-economic wellbeing has 

been negatively affected by the menace of armed banditry. For example, between 

2019-2021, 90% of the displaced persons in the four IDP camps in Anka LGA are 

women and children. Also, 86.7% of the females are victims who have lost their 

bread winners/family heads and means of livelihood to armed banditry. More 

than 20 women and girls have been severally gang raped, leaving them with 

sexually transmitted diseases and unwanted pregnancies. Furthermore, 33% of 

children between 5 and 17 years have completely dropped out of school due to the 

attacks on schools and kidnap of over 300 school children. As a result, most 

teachers fled the communities out of fear, dashing the hope of 29% of those who 

has never attended school. In addition, 31.1% of children aged 6 and above, have 

suffered from acute malnutrition within the said period due to poor nutrition. The 

study adopted qualitative research method, relying on data collected from both 

primary and secondary sources. The instrument of data collection was In-depth 

Interview (IDI) with randomly selected 20 widows and 40 children from the 10 

wards as participants. At the end, the study found out that women and children 

are mostly affected by armed banditry activities, denying them access to health 

care, education, liberty and untold economic hardship.  The paper recommends 

the urgent need to end armed banditry in Anka LGA using the carrot and stick 

approach as well as rebuilding the lives of the women and children adversely 

affected. In conclusion, the paper is of the view that armed banditry constitutes a 

major threat to the survival of women and children in Anka LGA and the menace 

should not be allowed to persist.   
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Introduction 

The dominance of armed banditry, now labelled and recognized as a terrorist group in 

Anka LGA of Zamfara Sate has reached full circle (Osasona, 2022) with their unabating 

wanton killings, mass kidnapping for ransom, destruction of lives and properties, 

disruption of health care and educational services, sexual violence and brutal rape of 

women and girls, armed robbery, cattle rustling, intimidation and harassment on 

defenseless remote communities with little or no government presence (Ojewale & 

Balogun, 2022).  

 

Several research findings and reports revealed that the ongoing armed banditry crisis has 

severely impacted almost all aspects of human endeavors in the affected communities, 

with women and children bearing the brunt (Mustapha, 2019). For instance, available 

reports implicated armed banditry for the killing of 2,835,000 persons, devastation of over 

500 villages and 13,000 hectares of land, destruction of the means of livelihood, displaced 

over 184,000 women and children who are in various IDP camps, kidnapping of over 

10,000 persons and over 3 billion Naira paid as ransom between 2011-2019 in Zamfara State 

(Ifeanyi, 2021). 

 

The trajectory of these criminal groups has further complicated the lives of affected women 

and children, the impact of which is better imagined than experienced (Dana, 2008). 

Abdullahi (2022), noted that there are over 16,000 women and children whose 

husbands/fathers have been killed and their means of livelihood and shelter destroyed by 

the ravaging marauders during unprovoked attacks. They are now internally displaced in 

various (IDPs) Camps in Anka LGA, seeking support for survival (Anka, 2017). The 

situation has crippled their socio-economic lives, worsened endemic poverty by shutting 

down some major markets, destroying farmland, food store, rustling of livestock and 

rendering victims’ dependent, as most of them practically beg to survive (Ralaingita et al., 

2022; Ifeanyi, 2021). 

 

Furthermore, the crisis of armed banditry has left a catastrophic effect on the socio-

economic lives of women and children in Anka LGA (Anas, 2020). For instance, some 

women have sold their family assets and means of livelihood to pay ransom, and as a 

result, their children suffer starvation and malnutrition (Nadama, 2019). Also, cattle 

rustling by armed banditry and the migration of Fulani herders with their cattle has 

drastically reduced the number of cattle women/widows (most of whom are now bread-

winners) depend on for their family’s survival to a negligible few. Consequently, the crisis 

has resulted in inadequate cattle grazing which translate to poor milk production and poor 
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income for the family (Report of the United Nations High Commission for Human Right, 

2015; Ojewale & Balogun, 2022).   

 

In most cases, essential services such as education and health care on which women and 

children heavily depend on for their well-being are either destroyed or greatly disrupted 

(Hibbard, 2006). Women and girls are the victims of brutal rape, sometimes, in the presence 

of their male relatives at home, in the bush when they are kidnapped or when they are out 

to fetch firewood (Mohammed Babangida, 2022). The female gender are the real victims of 

sexual violence, sexual slavery, forced marriage, forced pregnancy/unsafe abortion, which 

make them prone to mental health issues, as they nurse the pain, endure the trauma, and 

stigma which develop into various health complications without proper medical attention 

(Federal Ministry of Health, 2016). On the part of the children, several attacks on schools 

and kidnap of school children have continuously denied children of school age access to 

education (UNFPA, 2002).   

 

Despite the extreme difficult condition and human right abuses armed banditry subject 

women and children to, unfortunately, only few studies have been conducted in this area, 

out of which, none focused on women and children in Anka LGA, hence, this study 

(George, 1983). 

 

The study is segmented into different sections: Introduction, Statement of the problem, 

Research Objective, Conceptualization of Terms, Literature Review, Theoretical 

Framework, Methodology, Discussion, Summary of Findings, Conclusion, 

Recommendations and References. 

 

Statement of the Problem 

Hajara Zayyanu, is one of the over 10,000 female refugees in Anka LGA, she is a widow 

and a mother of four. She said she narrowly escaped death when armed bandits stormed 

her village, killed her husband and first son in her presence. Since then, she has found it 

extremely difficult to feed herself and her children, find a decent shelter, clothing and other 

basic necessities of life (Mohammed Babangida, 2022). Hajara’s plight represents the tale 

of several women and children who have been displaced, made widows and children 

orphans by these ravaging marauders in Anka LGA of Zamfara State (Oluyemi-Kusa & 

Salihu, 2015).  As if the above circumstance is not bad enough, women and girls are 

frequently gang raped, in the process, infected with sexually transmitted infections ((STIs), 

HIV/AIDs). They are also subjected to forced marriage and forced pregnancy with 

psychological and emotional trauma (some even die during childbirth in the bush) (UN 

Women, 2011). Also, due to the prevailing harsh economic condition, some ladies were 
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forcefully co-opted into armed banditry activities as drug peddlers, guns runners and food 

suppliers (Amber et al., 2020).  

 

A significant number of women and children who had to forcefully migrate from their 

ancestral homes and villages sequel to the escalating banditry attacks and wanton 

destruction of their communities, were seen roaming the streets of Gusau metropolis, 

begging to survive (Sanusi, 2022). This unfortunate circumstance became inevitable 

because the terrorist group has successfully destroyed their means of livelihood, including, 

2,706 farms, markets, shops, rustled over 13,838 cattle, 11,088 sheep and goats between 

2016-2018 (Jibril & Musa, 2020). Some had to sell-off their properties and source of 

livelihood to pay ransom for their love ones kidnapped by these terrorists (AFP, 2022). 

On the other hand, children who are victims of armed banditry are acutely malnourished 

on a scale not seen in recent times, as a result of disruption in food production, supply and 

nutrition (Slobodanka, 2003). In fact, due to the magnitude, the Global Acute Malnutrition 

(GAM) rate has exceeded the 15% emergency threshold in Anka LGA of Zamfara State. 

Women and children’s right to health care, education, socio-economic wellbeing, shelter, 

sanitation and clean water has been greatly reduced, denied or collapsed (UNICEF 

Nigeria, 2021).  

 

Furthermore, out of more than 780 children abducted by armed bandits in 2021, 61 are still 

in captivity, leading to the shutting down of many schools in Anka and other volatile 

locations while most teachers fled the affected communities for safety. This trajectory poses 

serious threat to the children’s education and future in Anka LGA (UNICEF Nigeria, 2021). 

Similarly, majority of the displaced rural population in various deplorable IDPs camps in 

Anka LGA are women and children who now depend on humanitarian support to survive. 

Those who could not be accommodated in the IDPs camps resort to street begging with 

their children for survival, they are without a decent shelter, basic health care and 

education (Mohammed Babangida, 2022). It is on the basis of this therefore, that this study 

examined the impact of armed banditry on women and children in Anka LGA of Zamfara 

State. 

 

Research Objective 

Going by the statement of problem enumerated above, the objective of this study therefore 

is, to assess the impact of armed banditry on the health, education and socio-economic 

wellbeing of women and children in Anka LGA of Zamfara State. 
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Conceptualization of Terms 

Armed Banditry:  

Since there is no universally accepted conceptualization of the term “armed banditry”, 

therefore, a worthwhile empirical concept that accommodates its essence and features 

must be developed to represent the meaning, content and context. In the light of this 

therefore, armed banditry connotes the act of taking away property (s) or something 

valuable by force or threat of violence, usually by semi-organized group of armed men, 

who often operate in geographically isolated areas with little or no presence of 

development, major highways, bush paths between villages with the aim of dispossessing 

their victims of their possessions during which injury(s) or even death (s) may occur, 

properties destroyed, cattle stolen and persons are kidnapped and displaced (Slatta, 1991).  

For the purpose of this study therefore, the concept of armed banditry can be construed as 

the act whereby organized or semi-organized armed group of men who often roam around 

the forest with no definite residence or destination, violently attacks or raids soft targets 

with sophisticated weapons of offence and defense, whether or not it is premeditated, with 

the aim of overpowering their victims, dispossessing them of their valuable possessions or 

achieving some illegitimate political objective(s).   

 

Women and Children 

The concept of women is coined from the collective attributes of “womanhood” where 

children and families are central, knowing that the future of a nation actually depends on 

the safety and wellbeing of the children, where women are saddled with the responsibility 

of steering the family ship, educating the children and balancing the economic condition 

of the family in spite of inherent gender disadvantages (Anna, 2019). 

 

This paper conceptualizes women and children within the context of their vulnerability 

due to their interrelated nature of interdependence on each other. They are grouped in the 

same category of vulnerability because, they are the defenseless victims of violence 

(Mohammed, et al., 2021). For example, defenseless breastfeeding women, pregnant 

women, and women with infants/children are the main reason war is seen to be fought 

(Nira Yu Val-Davis, 1997). 

 

Literature Review 

A study by Yaser Snoubar and Nurdan Duman (2016), on the Impact of War and Conflicts 

on Women and Children in Middle East: Health, Psychological, Educational and Social 

Crisis, found out that violent conflict negatively affects the health, psychology and 

education of women and children. For example, violent conflict collapses the community 

healthcare infrastructure which women and children depend on for their wellbeing, 
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thereby worsening their already fragile health condition due to poor condition of living. 

Also, violence in conflict situation infuses both psychological, emotional trauma and 

physical injuries on women and children which impacts on their mental health negatively. 

Furthermore, violent conflicts contribute to the destruction of educational institutions and 

facilities which deprive many children and girls their rights to education.   

 

Aisosa Jennifer Isoken and Ebenezer Durojaye (2016), in their study titled “The Impact of 

Boko Haram Insurgency on the Child’s Right to Education in Nigeria” established that 

violent conflict by Boko Haram and armed Banditry had a special impact on children and 

girls as vulnerable groups who pay the price of war that is not their making, a scenario 

which exposed them to various forms of human right violations, such as, abduction, sexual 

abuse, torture, killings, forced recruitment, internal displacement and separation from 

family/loved ones.  

 

Furthermore, children’s education, future and that of the girl-child has been seriously 

affected by various violent attacks on schools, educational facilities, teachers and school 

students. Consequently, these vulnerable children are displaced, forcing them to leave 

their place of abode where they have access to school, healthcare and other basic amenities 

and migrate to other locations where there is no access to basic education and social 

services.  

 

In addition, some children witness the gruesome murder of their parents and love ones in 

cold blood and brutal rape of their mother and sisters during attacks, as a result, they are 

inflicted with psychological and emotional trauma, leading to pedophobia, sleeping 

disorder, insomnia, inability to concentrate, aggression and irritability.   

 

Collaborating the above view on the impact of armed banditry on women, children and 

girls, which was also established by Olugbenga Oke-Samul, ST. Emmanuel S. Ayooluwa 

(2017), in their study on “Boko Haram Insurgency and its implication on the Rights of 

Female Gender in Nigeria” found out that the female gender has been at the receiving end 

of unabating violent conflicts in Nigeria, where they serve as vanguard and victims of 

terrorism. For example, as vanguard, they serve as suicide bombers, arms suppliers, food 

vendors and money carriers etc. As victims, they are forcefully abducted for ransom or as 

sex slaves, violently gang rapped, sexually abused and molested against their will, thereby 

infecting them with sexually transmitted diseases/unwanted pregnancies without 

adequate medical care. Thereafter, they live with the social and cultural stigma, while 

others are victims of forced marriage, internal displacement and separated from their 

families and loved ones. 
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Mustapha Alhaji Ali, Ummu Atiyah Ahmad Zakuan and Mohammad Zaki bin Ahmad 

(2018), found out in their study on “The Impact of Boko Haram Insurgency on Women and 

Children in Northern Nigeria: An Assessment” that the unabated killing of family heads 

and other criminal activities of these proscribed non-state actors have turned many women 

who are the mothers of the next generation into widows and children who are the leaders 

of tomorrow into orphans. As a result, some women and girls are displaced as destitute 

and prostitutes while the children lose access to basic education, adequate health care, 

decent shelter, food and sanitation. For example, 60% of the people in various deplorable 

IDP Camps are women and children who are victims of Boko Haram insurgency, living in 

fear and uncertainty. 

 

In the same line of thought, Oluwole Ojewale and Omolara Balogun (2022), buttressed the 

above views in their study, “Banditry’s Impacts on Women and Children in Nigeria needs 

a Policy response” that the escalating scale of violent attacks by these non-state actors on 

rural communities took a significant impact on vulnerable women and children. For 

instance, over 61 children are still languishing in captivity, going through horrific and 

degrading treatments, months after the mass abduction of over 780 school children, during 

attacks on schools carried out in northern states by armed bandits since February, 2021, 

leading to the indefinite shutdown of many schools in the affected states. This terminated 

or truncated the education of thousands of school children and those due for enrolment. 

According to the UNICEF (2021), one million children of school age will most likely stay 

away from school due to threat of violence by armed bandits in Nigeria. For women and 

girls, they bear the burden of frequent rape and sexual violence or even kidnapping as sex 

slaves or commodified by their families who are forced to exchange their daughters as sex 

slaves for protection. However, the study recommended that for the safety of women, girls 

and children against further armed banditry attacks, comprehensive/robust security 

initiative and justice that are fully responsive to women and children’s needs must be put 

in place. 

 

In addition, Jibril Ubale Yahaya and Musa Mohammed Bello (2020), in their study “The 

Rise of Banditry and its Attendant effect in governance and Socio-Economic Relations in 

Zamfara State” pointed out that banditry activities have led to the growing number of 

widows and orphaned children with complex social problems going by their displacement 

and destruction of their properties. 
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Theoretical Framework 

The Conflict theory by Karl Marx (1818-1883) 

Based on the socio-economic and political crisis occasioned by the rise of capitalism in 

Europe, Karl Marx, then postulated the conflict theory to explain the causes and 

consequences of class conflict between the capitalist, who owns the means of production 

(otherwise known as the bourgeoise) and the peasant poor, who are the working class 

(known as the Proletariat). The model was premised on the unjust distribution of scarce 

resources and the implication was the conflict of interest it generated between the powerful 

minority-class (the bourgeoise) and the oppressed majority-class (the Proletariat) (Bartos 

& Wehr, 2002). 

 

The proponent of this model argued that inequality existed because those who controlled 

most of the society’s resources skewed it to their own advantage, using some classical 

ideological coercion. Tension and conflict become inevitable when social and economic 

resources, power and status were unevenly distributed, a situation which breeds 

unhealthy competition/rivalry among fragmented groups in the society. This is the engine 

room for social change (Crossman, 2019).    

 

Furthermore, the theorist explained that the proletariat could have developed a cohesive 

ideological consciousness that would have exposed their inherent exploitations by the 

bourgeoise as soon as their socio-economic condition got worse. Then, they would start a 

revolution to demand a positive change. In the process, if the changes offered by the 

oppressors do not appease their agitation(s), then, the cycle of revolutionary conflict 

should continue. However, if the changes introduced created a new order, such as, 

socialism, then, peace and stability would be achieved (Nickerson, 2021)).  

 

The conflict theory has given birth to the development of other classical theories within 

the social science context, which include, the critical race theory, the feminist theory, queer 

ladder theory, postmodern and postcolonial theory, post-structured theory, theories of 

globalization and the world system. Therefore, while the context of conflict theory 

described class conflict specifically, it has lent itself to studies of other kinds of conflicts, 

such as, those that focused on sexuality, race, religion, gender, culture, and nationality 

among others, are part of contemporary social structures and how they affect our lives 

(Ritzer,1975). The theory was mainly criticized for ignoring the principles of functionalism, 

i.e., how social institutions provide basic functions to the society to create a balance (Brooks 

& Wimsatt, 2021). 
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This study adopted the conflict theory because its concept and variance are universally 

used to solve various societal problems, including the topic of this research. In this context 

therefore, one of the major causes of armed banditry (conflict) is the unjust distribution of 

scarce resources through budgetary allocations, the conversion of Fulani herders’ grazing 

reserves to Hausa farmlands, the grazing of cattle on farms and the failure to appropriate 

justice by the political class. As if this is not bad enough, development (in form of basic 

amenities) was deliberately skewed to the urban cities to the detriment of the rural 

communities who are in dare need of basic health care facilities, schools, pipe born water, 

good roads network etc. (Rykwert,1988).   

 

Consequently, some group of men (bandits) took up arms against the state in protest of 

their perceived alienation and injustice with women and children bearing the brunt 

(Murtala, 2021). 

 

Furthermore, the organized criminal groups became the powerful minority-class (the 

bourgeoise) who continuously oppress the proletariat (poor vulnerable women and 

children) by dominating the informal economic sector through violence and coercion 

(Kyari & Alimba, 2016). This is in line with the premise of the conflict theory which states 

that “inequality existed because those who controlled most of the society’s resources 

skewed it to their own advantage using some classical ideological coercion. Therefore, 

tension and conflict become inevitable when the social and economic resources, power and 

status are unevenly distributed, a situation which breeds unhealthy competition/rivalries 

among fragmented groups in the society” (Crossman, 2019).    

 

In this regard therefore, the Proletariat consider armed bandits as the group of men who 

were able to defy the unjust state system to correct the wrongs against the poor in the 

society. They are even considered as heroes, fighters for justice, leaders of liberation, 

champions of justice, avengers of the poor etc. (Kyari & Alimba, 2016). 

 

Methodology 

The study focused on Anka which is among the 14 Local Government Areas of Zamfara 

State created alongside the State on 1st October, 1996. Ank town is the LGA Headquarter 

with the Emir of Anka, Alh. Attahiru Muhammad Ahmad Anka, as the traditional ruler of 

the locality and Chairman, Zamfara State Council of Chiefs. Also, Anka LGA has a 

population of 142,280 people, covering an area of 2,746m2 (National Census, 2006). It’s 

made up a number of towns and villages with an estimated average temperature of 38 

degree centigrade and 13% humidity (Udiba et al, 2019). The Local Government Council 

has 10 electoral wards which are Bagega, Barayar-Zaki, Dan Galadima, Galadima, Magagi, 
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Matseri, Sabon Birni, Waramu and Yar’Sabaya with 127 polling units (INEC Zamfara State 

Directory of Polling Units, 2015). The popular landmark in Anka is the Emir’s Palace and 

Federal Government College Anka. The people are predominantly Hausas and Fulanis by 

tribe who practice Muslims as religion and polygamy in marriage. Majority of the people 

are illiterates who do not understand English Language, read or write.  

 

Economically, the people are mainly peasant farmers known for the cultivation of grains, 

livestock breeders and petty traders. Anka LGA is blessed with mineral resources such as, 

gold and lead which breeds artisanal mining activities that boost the economy of the area 

(Udiba et al, 2019).  

 

Therefore, to provide a rich description of the topic, “the impact of armed banditry on 

women and children”, empirically interpret the phenomena and illuminate the experience, 

this study adopted the widely used the qualitative research method of social sciences 

(Oluwole, 2016). The procedure entails primary data collection obtained from 20 widows 

and 40 children (as respondents) who were randomly selected and interviewed (using IDI) 

from the Local Government 10 electoral wards. Taro Yamane formula (2016) was used to 

determine sample size. The interviews were unstructured to illicit open-ended responses. 

In addition, secondary data were also sourced from relevant literatures, books, scholarly 

articles, Journals, Publications, utilized and empirically analyzed.  

 

Participants 

20 women with 40 children where the randomly selected respondents across the 10 

electoral wards of Anka Local Government Area that took part in this study. Prior the 

exercise, all the respondents were duly informed about the study through the traditional 

heads known as “Miagwa” in their various localities, the Local Government representatives 

and by the researchers through direct and indirect phone contacts, and they all indicated 

interest to participate in the exercise. Out of the total 60 respondents, 20 were once married 

women with an average of 3 children each, totaling 30 children and 10 teenage orphans 

who can communicate. The respondents were all representatives of each ward (two from 

each ward) who were interviewed within the four main IDP camps or makeshifts in Anka 

LGA. It was more convenient to locate the respondents at the IDP camp due to the level of 

insecurity at the remote communities and paucity of fund. The 20 women were widows 

between age 30 and 55, whose husbands had been killed by armed bandits, the 10 teenage 

children were orphans, between age 11 and 14 who also lost their parents to armed 

banditry attacks, got displaced from their ancestral homes and took refuge in the village 

primary school.  The study cut across these strata to get the views of those actually affected 

by armed banditry in Anka LGA.  
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The criteria used was that the participants must be vulnerable women, children or teenage 

orphans who have been directly affected by the activities of armed banditry in Anka LGA. 

Also, the participants must be equal representatives from the ten electoral wards in the 

local government. The Local Government was chosen due to its easy accessibility from 

Gusau metropolis compared to other LGAs.   

      

Procedure 

As stated above, the respondents were communicated about the study prior to its 

commencement through the traditional village heads in their areas, the respective of the 

Local Government Council and personally by the researchers. They were also informed 

that they have the opportunity to discontinue participation at will, but no one declined. 

The researchers approached the potential participants, steered-up their interest and 

educated them very well about the study. This was preceded by the issuance of consent 

forms to the potential respondents who formally consented to participate in the study 

before perfecting the arrangement for each potential participant’s interview.    

 

A semi-structured interview schedule was prepared and utilized to illicit relevant 

information from respondents on the impact of armed banditry on women and children in 

Anka LGA. In this regard therefore, the interview contained questions regarding the effect 

of armed banditry on the health, education and socio-economic wellbeing of women and 

children in Anka LGA and possible solutions to the problem.  

 

The researchers designed and adopted unstructured interview questions for this study to 

enhance open-end responses from the participants. Therefore, with the consent of the 

participants, the interviews were conducted in Hausa language with the help of an 

interpreter, it was audio-taped and the time for each participant was between 30-40min 

duration. At the end of all the in-dept interviews, the audio-tapes were transcript and 

analyzed from the main content, and coded in line with those contents or theme using the 

three-phase coding system of Nueman (2000). At the beginning of the coding, the 

researchers conducted a preliminary study of the data to highlight the locutions and 

expressions used by the respondents to locate the initial theme. After this stage, the 

principal researcher had to request the assistance of other researcher assistants to 

participant in the analysis procedure and ensure that individual biases were checkmated. 

Through empirical synergic analysis, the survey team were able to pinpoint the 

fundamental themes and drew its correlation to the aim of this study. In the second stage, 

the researchers concentrated on linking the theme and findings in the data.  
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Lastly, the researchers re-scrutinized the data, and appropriated quotations that explained 

the concluding theme. All coding was examined by another analyst just to certify that the 

exercise was done correctly.  

 

Discussion on the impact of Armed Banditry on Women and Children in Anka LGA 

There are no accurate statistics that measure the degree of the impact of armed banditry 

exhibited on vulnerable women and children in Anka LGA, between 2011-2021 in terms of 

health, education and socio-economic activities, but available record indicates that Anka 

LGA has the highest number of Internally Displaced Persons (16,000) spread across various 

camps and 80% of them are women and children with poor health care services, with lack 

of  access to basic education and consequential endemic poverty (Ifeanyi, 2021; Nadama, 

2019).  

 

To confirm the above assertion, the researchers interacted with sixty respondents as stated 

above, one of which was, Hajara Zayyanu, who is among the over 10,000 female refugees 

in Anka LGA, a victim of banditry. Hajara noted as follows: 

 

I am a widow and a mother of four, who narrowly escaped death when armed 

bandits stormed our village, killed my husband and first son before my eyes and 

displaced many. Since then, it has been extremely difficult to feed myself and my 

children, find a decent shelter, clothing and other basic necessities of life. 

 

Furthermore, in the area of health, the activities of armed bandits have severally 

compromised the physical, psychological and reproductive health of women and girls 

(UNFPA, 2002). For instance, one of the respondents interviewed, Aisha Saidu, explained 

that: 

 Armed banditry attacks have significantly denied women, ladies and children 

access to basic health care services even during emergencies, antenatal and 

deliveries. Most of the PHC centers are deserted, the health workers have fled due 

to fear of being attacked, even the health care services at IDP camps are nothing 

to write home about. 

 

The above phenomenon worsened the already fragile health condition of the people, 

especially women and children who depend on these facilities for their healthcare and 

wellbeing (Yaser & Nurdan, 2016). Also, as pointed out by one of the respondents:  

 

The criminal group is responsible for the displacement of families during 

community raids, in which, women and children became refugees in various IDP 
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camps in the state with poor sanitary/hygienic conditions, inadequate and dirty 

latrines, open defecation and congestion which directly affect the health and 

wellbeing of women and children.  

 

Consequently, some suffer from illnesses, such as, malaria, typhoid, malnutrition, bacterial 

and viral infections etc. (Dayo & Amina, 2016).  

 

In addition, according to another respondent, Mariam Abubakar: 

Some pregnant women, the sick, the elderly, some with injuries, disabilities and 

children displaced and separated from families had to trek long distances for days 

(in some cases) while migrating from their attacked communities to safer 

locations. Some of them with already poor health condition collapsed on the way 

while others developed various health related complications with little or no access 

to health care services. Therefore, some resort to traditional healers.  

 

In the same line of thought, Sadiya Anka Garba said: 

Most times, women and girls are often gang raped indiscriminately (at least 20-

30 in each community any time there is attack) by armed bandits (under the 

influence of drugs) in the presence of their male relatives, just to humiliate them. 

Sometimes, women and ladies are forcefully taken away to serve as sex slaves. The 

situation has led most young girls to engage in survival sex in displaced locations, 

they have contacts and meeting points with their male counterpart where they 

have sex in exchange for money. This is how sex related diseases spread in the 

community and the health challenges of ladies compounded.  

 

Collaborating the views of Sadiya Anka Garba above, (Jasper & Chijioke, 2018; Kamya, 

2017) noted that the barbaric acts of sexual violence and survival sex trade activities 

actually infect women and ladies with HIV/AIDs virus against their wish and also spread 

other sexually transmitted diseases among them. This result to unwanted pregnancies, 

miscarriages, child birth in the bush under extreme difficult conditions, maternal 

mortality, eclampsia, cervical cancer and forced marriages. By implication, the experience 

exposes them to psychological and emotional trauma with stigma as they nurse the pain 

and endure the biological complications without proper medical attention (Adamu & 

Mohammed, 2021).  

 

Furthermore, the activities of armed bandits largely contributed to the economic crisis of 

women and children which is also a major threat to food security in various affected 

communities (Dayo and Amina, 2016). The unabated killings and kidnap of hundreds of 
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family bread winners, the destruction of farms and farmlands, food reserve, markets, 

houses, properties, family economic assets, means of livelihood and rustling of livestock 

in Daki Takwas, Tungar Na more, Kurfar Danya, Kewaye, Barayar Zaki, Babban Baye, 

Wanu, Kadaddaba, Rafin Gero and several other communities has worsened the already 

pitiable condition of women and children who are at the receiving end. For example, in 

the views of one of the interviewees: 

The escalating attacks prevented women from going to their farms, the road side 

to sell cooked food or market for their usual petty trade activities, going to the 

bush to fetch firewood for commercial purposes to earn a living, using sewing or 

grinding machine at home because the noise could attract the attention of bandits 

that there is someone at home. The situation has worsened their hardship. 

 

Another respondent toed this line of thought, she said:  

The cattle and household livestock which are the most common family economic 

assets that women and children depend on for commercial milk and meat 

production have been rustled, the few ones remaining lack adequate pasture due 

to the crisis, as such, the quantity and quality of dairy/meat production has 

drastically reduced, leading to drop in income and harsh economic crisis. The 

situation has compelled them to sell-off their work bulls (used for farming) to 

survive. 

 

In the views of Habiba Mohammed: 

The closure of major weekly markets, the inability to go to farms and the 

displacement of women and children has crippled the income of women, as they 

can’t even afford three square meal a day, not to talk of paying for the children’s 

basic school materials and medication. 

 

The researchers observed that armed banditry crisis in Anka LGA has significantly led to 

a nosedive in economic activities in affected various communities with women and 

children bearing the brunt. For instance, they can no longer go to their farms or local 

mining sites without being accompanied by local vigilantes or group of soldiers. Most of 

the village markets which used to be the hub of commercial activities were temporary 

shutdown by the state government, pending improvement in the security situation (Jasper 

and Chijioke, 2018).    

 

Salamatu Abdullahi, a respondent, confirmed the above observation noting that:  

Apart from the difficulty of going to their farms and markets, sometimes, they are 

required to pay huge sums as levy to the bandits before they will be allowed to 
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plant or harvest their crops. This is in addition to the regular tax they pay to the 

bandits or the amount being paid as ransom when a relative is kidnapped. This 

has contributed to the economic woes of women and children.  

 

With regards to the impact on education, another respondent, Hadiza Usman explained 

that:  

Education is another critical area that armed banditry has adversely affected the 

lives of women and children. Most of the schools, especially primary, secondary 

and Arabic schools in volatile locations have been closed down due to several 

attacks and school children kidnapped. Also, most of the school teachers have fled 

the affected communities/villages alongside other residents due to fear of 

unprovoked attacks or reprisal attacks. This preceded the general shutdown of 

schools across the state last year. 

 

Another respondent, Amina Kabiru, explained her perspective on the impact of armed 

banditry on the education of women and children thus: 

In some communities, due to the complex problems caused by armed banditry, 

most parents and guidance have even given up on their children’s education 

because, it’s no longer safe for them to go to school, especially for those that trek 

long distances to attend school before the crisis began. Some schools have been 

occupied by the military as their operational base. Only few women and children 

are now enrolled in Quranic schools in some safe locations. Also, as the battle for 

survival continues, some of the children are now engaged in hawking and begging 

to support their mother/guidance most of whom have lost their means of livelihood 

to armed banditry. 

 

In a nutshell, interactions with the locals revealed that armed banditry activities have 

negatively affected the lives of women and children in no small measures and the 

unfortunate situation has continued unabated.   

 

Summary of findings 

The analysis of the interviews conducted on “the impact of armed banditry on women and 

children” revealed three main themes; the impact on health, education, socio-economic 

wellbeing of women and children in Anka LGA.  

 

The Impact on health 

The study found out that women and children were the most affected by the activities of 

armed bandits in Anka LGA, that is why they represent 80% of the refugees in all IDP 
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camps in the Local Government with various underlying ailments such as, malaria fever 

(97.9%), cold and catarrh (65.8%), heart disease (56.7%), diarrhea (53.3%) orchestrated by 

poor sanitation, poor nutrition and pitiable living conditions without adequate health care 

facilities (Faronbi, et al., 2019). Their lives became more complicated with poor health and 

complex social problem consequent on the killing of their husbands, fathers and family 

bread winners by armed bandits, turning the women to poor widows and the children, 

orphans, who could barely feed, afford basic health care and medication (Jibrin & Musa, 

2020). 

 

Also, the study discovered that despite the prevailing deteriorating health condition, 

women and children couldn’t access functional health care facilities they heavily depend 

on due the activities of armed banditry in several communities. In addition, women and 

ladies were major victims of sexual violence during armed banditry attacks. For instance, 

no fewer than 20-30 of women and girls were constantly gang-raped by bandits in each 

community, either in their homes or in the bush when kidnapped. This has left many of 

them with various medical complications, such as, eclampsia, cervical cancer, HIV/AIDs, 

sexually transmitted diseases, miscarriages, unwanted pregnancies, increased maternal 

and infant mortality rate in the face of none functional/deserted health care facilities. The 

experience infuses strain on their mental health, causes psychological and emotional 

trauma with stigma on them.  

 

Furthermore, some women and children sustained injuries during armed banditry attacks 

and long trekking during migration with little or no medical care. Also, some suffer heart 

attack and malnutrition arising from the severe hardship occasioned by the loss of means 

of livelihood to armed banditry.  

 

Impact on Education 

Furthermore, incessant armed banditry attacks on schools in volatile areas and the 

abduction of seventy-five students with teachers in kaya, led to the total shut down of both 

primary and secondary schools across the state for about six months (August, 2021-

January, 2022) by the State Government. This directly affected the education and future of 

children and girls in the 75 Public and 5 Private schools in Anka LGA because, the students 

and pupils already in school were prevented from continuing their education. 

Furthermore, the shutting of schools and displacement/separation of family sequel to 

banditry attacks denied children of school age enrolment into schools and access to basic 

education, the girl-child education and women adult literacy campaign program was 

abruptly suspended (Unite Nations entity for gender equality and the empowerment of 

women, 2011).   
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Impact on socio-economic wellbeing 

Some armed banditry attacks were deliberately targeted at some village markets which 

were the epic centers of commercial activities, were children hawk to assist their mothers 

and the women undertook their petty trade, buy and sell to earn a living. The attacks and 

burning down of some major village markets and the illicit transaction of rustled livestock 

led to the suspension of commercial activities in those markets and later, total closure, by 

the state government. This adversely affected the income and socio-economic wellbeing of 

women and children in Anka LGA which led to severe hardship. 

 

Furthermore, the women could no longer go to their farms or undertake any feasible 

commercial activities due to the attacks by these non-state actors, as most of the cattle the 

widows heavily depend on as their source of commercial milk production for livelihood 

has been rustled, while the few ones remaining lack adequate pasture, as such, the quantity 

and quality of milk they produce has dropped drastically. Similarly, the women could no 

longer go the bush to fetch firewood to sell due to fear of being kidnap and rapped, the 

situation worsened their economic hardship and penury (Altine, 2020).  

 

Conclusion  

The unabated armed banditry attacks on vulnerable communities in Anka LGA of Zamfara 

State have continued to exert severe economic hardship, deteriorating health condition 

such as, heart disease, diarrhea, cold and catarrh, malaria fever, viral infections, 

malnutrition etc. school dropout and denial of access to basic education on rural women 

and children (Jasper and Chijioke, 2018). Also, majority of them constitute casualties of the 

crises while the survivors bear the burden of untold economic servitude and humanitarian 

crises. The gruesome killing of family heads, fathers, adult male sons, the wanton 

destruction of properties and means of livelihood didn’t help matters for women and 

children (Kamya, 2017). This is the reason they constitute 80% of the displaced refugees 

with poor living condition in various IDP camps (Imasuen, 2015). 

 

The monumental impact of armed banditry on vulnerable women and children who 

survived various attacks are real, as such, it cannot be downplayed (Yusuf, 2022). The 

unfortunate crisis has practically left them with little or nothing to feed their families, earn 

a living, afford medication and basic health care and educate their children (Akililu, 2005). 

The situation has worsened their endemic poverty, increased their ailments and denied 

them access to health care services in safer locations, as well as obstructed the children’s 

education (E-Rasheed, 2015). Therefore, the plight of women and children in Anka LGA 

require urgent coordinated interagency response.  
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 Recommendations 

Arising from the findings of this study, the following recommendations are therefore put 

forward as possible solutions to address the problem.  

●   The Government, through the security agencies should be committed to effectively 

policing our porous borders with neighboring countries especially Niger Republic, 

to checkmate the proliferation of arms and ammunitions as well as illegal 

migration. 

 Government should sustain the ongoing military onslaught against armed bandits 

with more superior sophisticated weapons, deploy technology, and improve 

surveillance and tactical strategies without prejudice to government’s existing 

amnesty/peace approach. 

 More security personnel should be recruited, trained in counter terrorism and 

deployed to Anka LGA and Zamfara State, to boost manpower shortage among 

security agencies as well as establish more military and Police permanent bases in 

the local government. 

 The government should engage the youths and the unemployed in meaningful 

employment to minimize the inherent endemic poverty as a strategy to curb the 

wave of armed banditry activities in Anka LGA.  

 Women and children who have been victims of armed banditry should be well 

compensated by government at least, with shelter, basic necessities of life and 

means of livelihood to get back their lives. 

 Women and children in IDP camps should be resettled back to their various 

communities as soon as possible, when the security situation improves. 

 The health care, educational facilities and market places affected by the activities 

of armed bandits should be renovated, re-activated and re-opened because they 

are fundamental to the wellbeing of women and children in Anka LGA.  

 There is the urgent need to revisit and reactivate the Safe School Initiative (SSI) 

program lunched by the Federal Government in conjunction with the United 

Nations, with high premium on the local commitments at the center of its 

implementation because, they possess requisite knowledge and expertise on the 

dynamics of local security. 

 The safety and adequate protection of women and children in Anka LGA against 

armed banditry attacks should be anchored on comprehensive justice and security 

strategies that is fully responsive and sensitive to the needs and plights of women 

and children.  

 Zamfara State Government should consider a review of the broken peace accord 

with armed bandits with commitment of compliance of both parties. 
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